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To 
General the Earl of Charl&mont. 

My Lord, 

X O your kind Indulgence I owe the Grati- 
fication df being permitted to caft the follow- 
ing Letters on your Lordfliip s Prote<Slion* 
During. the Courffe of the Subfcription, they 
have been fupportcd by fome of the firft 
Charadiers in the Kingdom ^ that the Defign 
was not only patronifed but confiderably pro- 
moted by your Lordihip, is a Circumftance 
highly flattering to the Author, and has been^ 
in a particular Manner, conducive to his In- 
tereft. 

To trace out and vindicate cur national 
Rights is a principal Intention of the pirefent 
Work. Thefe, during the late glorious Strug- 
gle, have been aided by your Lordfhip with 
an afFedlionate, a perfeyering and animated 
Ze5?l, that has excited tiic Admiration of your 
Fellow-Citizens, and which they and their 
Pofterity will ever feel with all the Warmth 
A 2 of 



iv DEDICATION. 

of grateful Senfibility. It Js one of the firfl 
and moft anxious Wiflies in the Heart of 
every Irifliman, that you may long live to 
enjoy the exquifite Plcafure refulting from 
the Rcfledion that you have been a chief In- 
flfUment ijl eolancipating your Country, to 
cherifh by your Example and your Influence 
the noble Spirit which has regained her Free- 
dom, to fee her rifing in Profperity and in 
Confequence, from the Advantages fhe has 
ebtained, and her Profpeds enlarged by thofe 
Improvements neceflary to perfed her Con- 
ftitution. 

Th E Obligations which I owe your Lord- 
fliip, and the peribnal Civilities, I had almoft 
prefumed to fay, Marks of Friendfhip ^yith 
which you have hoi^Qred me I feel and will 
ever feel with cbttfeiuus Prrde. With the 
moft perfcdt Refped, and with every Senti^ 
ment of Gratitude, 

I have the Honor to be. 

My Lord, 

Your Lordfhip^s moft humble 

And moft obedient Servant, 

W. CRAWFORD. 
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THERE was fcarccly an individval fq.abfprbcd 
by fclfifli views as not to participate of the 
fpirit of niational freedom with whifh the late for-^ 
tunate concurrence of circumftances animated the 
people of this country. The hope that thift admi- 
rable principle might in fome meafure be invigo- 
rated by tracing out to them the origin, the nature 
and the progrefs of our conftitution, and the vari- 
ous encroachments which it has fufFered by the un- 
juft interference of the Britifti legiflature, was the 
motive which firft inducted me tq engage in this 
undertaking. Though to afgcrt^in and to vindi- 
cate Dur rights has been my .chief pbjeft, as necef- 
fary to this dcfign, and to rciider the work more 
generally acceptable, I have given a coraprchcnfivc 
view of the moft important and interefting fa<^ in 
the hiftory of Ireland, from the earlieft period to 
the prefent time. The immediate wiflics of Irifli- 
men have been gratified in the revolution which 
has terminated, moft honourably for their country, 
the contcft in which they have been engaged with 
their fellow fubjefts of Britain. This glorious event 
vyill not however, it is prefumed, render the work . 
here offered to the public unneceflary with' refpedl 
to it's principal defign. To the unprejudiced, it 
\vill juftify the late exertions of the people m behalf 
of their privileges, m\l point out, that^in regaining 

A3 thofe 
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thofc rights which have been violated, the fafety^ 
the profpcrity and the happinefs of the nation were 
deeply interefted, and (hew the indifpenfible necef- 
fity 6f guarding them in future with a ftcady and 
an attentive eye. 

In the flight fketch which the reader will here 
find of the more remote period of our biflory, Sir, 
James Ware, the colleftion relative to the affairs of 
Ireland publifted by Colonel Vallanccy, Warner, 
the differtations of the ingenious Mr. O^Connor,. 
and, more particularly, the Tail work of Mr. O'Hal- 
loran, have been my authorities. 

Materials for what I have written of the pe- 
riod from the invafion of the Englifli to the revolu- 
tion are taken from Stanihurfl, Ware, Cox, Sir John 
Davis's Hiftorical Relatione, Harris, Morrifon, Sir 
George Carew's Pacata Hibernia, the Difiderata Cu- 
riofa Hibernica, Effcx's Letters, Prynne, the Letters 
of Lord Strafford, Borlace, Caftlehaven's Clanri- 
card's, Ludlow's Memoirs, and Carte's Life of the 
Duke of Ormond. Through the whole of this, part 
of the work I have been very much indebted to 
Dodtor Leland, who, in his Hiflory of Ireland, has, 
with great induflry, felefted information from thefe, 
authors, and from other fources to which I have not 
had accefs. This gentleman has bcfides, in a vari- 
ety of refpedls, affifted me in my enquiries with a 
cheerfulnefs and liberality of fentiment which has 
laid me under particular obligations. From the re- 
volution, the authors confulted are Harris's Life of 
King William, Dalrymple's Memoirs, Burnet, 
Boyer's Life of Queen Anne, Boulter's Letters, the 
addrefles of Lucas to the free citizens of Dublin 

and 
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and the records of Ae lords and commons bodi of 
the Irifti and the Britilh parliament. The informa- 
tion derived from them and from the ftatutes at 
large was not confined to this period. Mr. O'Hal- 
loran was fo kind as to give me a particular accoimt 
of the caufes and other circumftances attending the 
commotion of the white boys. I have had recourfe 
to other lights befides thcfe mentioned, efpecially. 
thofe which relate to the privileges of the conftitu- 
tion. 

Nothing in the courfe of the narration will give 
fo much pain to the benevolent reader as the fcrics^ 
of inhuman treatment to which the natives were ex- 
pofed from the rapacity of the Engliih adventurers. 
The manner in which the reformation was con- 
dudked and fubfequent hardships they endured on 
account of their religion, gave them ftill greater 
reafon to complain. Tlie light in which the defigns, 
the adlions and the diftreffcs of the Roman Catho- 
lics, from the time of Queen Elizabeth^ «re here 
viewed, differs effcntially from that in which tiiey 
have been placed by the generality of Proteftant 
hiftorians. In the mind of the author, it is the fruit 
of convidion and of fcntiment arifing from fafts 
which he does not hefitate to affirm are indubitably 
authentic. He trufts that in thcfe days not more 
glorioufly diftinguilhed by eflforts of patriotifm than 
by the genuine fpirit of toleration which has begun 
in this kingdcwn and is likely univcrfally to prevail, 
he will, in tliis matter, be approved by his fellow 
Proteftants. It would give him exquifitc pleafure, 
if in doing juftice to truth and to his own 
f^ehngs he were to be inftrumentai in promoting 

the 
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i, entitled to my <*'*!: „^^te as to call fe «? 
m, friend! wet* fo '"""^""'(jf this numbe' are 
;^„icul.t """"""^rTlentes Stewart. Tl.«n« 
Ltd Chatlemont, Co>°"f'^^ Mr. l^^' T«^'"S' 
Hamilton Efq. Co>°"'' '^^J; Rev. Mr. Ha^ " 
,„. Rev. Mr. Chr>ft«»^J^ contained in tl,«r 

,„„ „f Waterford. T^"^, hundred. It « •»- 
mt. .Ion. amount «> "«^,f^ unremitting "««» 
~,ml.le for me ever «» «"^' " , s„,art. To ac- 
lif Wndneftdon. "«,';' ^^l^tiona to a tP^- 

lleiimn fo di«ingu.(hed by *^ ^^^ ,„ ny 
iiiil.Ui- virtues, i« not more b"*"? i" 
; f" Of RmtUudc than to m^^^^::^ ^^ tWs 
I K proportion to the f ^"»"^*?,^L public, I am 
work LH\>crn h\th«to ^^?«^^^U appro- 
H„Km..« Tor \t't r«cctf8. l^t xs ^^JT^^ that it 

will Hi»MmnuUcunptofit4We. v>»™ ^p^^^ful 
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Tpeftful folicitude I wait for the judgment of my 
countrymen. . Should it be favourable, I (hall be 
highly gratified, if it is againft me, there is a 
£burce of fatisfadtion of which nothing can deprive 
me, a confcioufnefs of th^ reftijude of niy inten-^ 
tions. 



May a3, 1783. 
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ARL of Arran 

_ Adair, efq; Pall-. 

Mall, London 
Blayney Adair, efq; Ballimena 
Hon. Cole Hamilton, capt. Gor* 

tin volunteers, 2 copies 
Andrew Alexander, Newtown^ 

limavady, efq; 
Hugh Auchinleck, efq; Lawyen 

corps 
Rev. James Allen, A. M. 
Mr. James Armftrong, A. B. 
Killybeggs 
Will. Adair, Billjminiftra 
Edw. Agnew, New-lodge 
Will. Agnew, Craiggs 
John Allen, Springmount 
Michael Andrews 
James Armftrong, efq; Lifgold 
Rev. Jonathan Abraham 

John Anketell, A. M: 
Capt. Armftrong, Derry 
James Achefori, efq; capt. L:Der- 

Tj artillery 
James Archbold, efq; 
Will. Robert Adair, efq;. Lough- 

armore 
Mervyn Archdale, efq; Ferma- 
nagh 
Lieut. Will. Armftrong, Baliin- 

drate 
Richmond Allen, efq; 
Mr Will. Archer, Wexford 
John Adams, Donaghadee 
Thomas Adams, ditto 
John Allen, merchant, Wa- 

terford 
John Allen, ditto, Rofi 
George Adamfoa 



Mr James Armftrong, Dublin 
John Anderfon, Donaghedf 
Andrew Alexi»ider, attor- 
ney, LtDerry 
John Alexander, ditto 
John Anderfon, ftudent 
Archibald Allen, Strabanc 

volunteers 
Archibald Armftrong, capjt* 
firft Ponaghedy rangers 
Henry Alcocfc, elq; 
Will. Alcock, efq; 
Henry Will. Alcock, efq; 
Lieut. Col. Agnew 
James Alexander, efq; 2 copies 
Rev. Andrew Alexander, A. M- 

Urney 
Robert Alexander, efq; LDerry 
Rev. Jimes Archibald, B. D. 

Cookftown. 
John Aickin, efq; Lnwyers corps 
Anthony Atkinfon. efq; ditto 
Francis Armftead, efq; ditto 
Rev. Mr. Adair, Trin. Col. Dub. 
Alex Allen, efq; Crumlin near 

Dublin 
Capt. Arthur Chichefter Allen, 
Ballyeafton volunteers 

B 

Earl of Briftol 
Right Hon. Lord T^elmore 
Sir John Blackwood, bart. 
James Browne, efq; Charlton, 

Kent, 6 copies 
Edward Brice, efq; London, z 

copies 
Right Hon. Sir John Blaquiere, 

Right Hon. W. HuiTey Burgh, 
L. C. B. 

Right 
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Right Hon. Sir Arthur Brook, 

bart. 
Lieut. GeT\, Baugh 
Right Hon. W. Brownlow, M. P. 
Mrs. Brownlow 
Right Hon. John Beresford 
■^ Alex. Boyd, efq; Lawyers corps 
John Batly, efq; ditto 
Will Betty, efq; ditto 
Will. Burroughs, efqj ditto 
Sam. Brown, efq; capt. Umey 

volunteers 
Mr, Sam Brown, ditto 
John Brown, attorney 
Henry Bryan Trilick vo- 
lunteers 
John Buchanan firft LrDerry 

volunteers 
James Blair, furgeon, Ra- 

phoe volunteers 
Joftph Barclay, Ballybofey 
James Browne, Shilvoden 
David Bleakley, Armvale 
Robert Boyd, London 
John Bellew, printer, Stra- 
bane 
Will. Barret, efq; 
Hev. Janies Brawn, chaplain, 

Connor volunteers 
Adjutant John Birnic, EdendufF- 

carrick rangers 
CJeor^e Brown, M. D. Ballymena 
Pjev James Bryfon, A. M. chap- 
lam, Belfaft ^rft volunteer com. 
Ezekie] Davis Boyd, efq; Balljr- 

caftle 
Samuel Briftow, efq; colledtor of 

Coleraine 
Thomas Burgh, efq; 
John Ball efq; 
Anthony Blackbpurne, efq; 
Rev. Will. Bingham, Redemon 
Samuel Briftow, efq; Antrim 
Mr. John Bailie, Clunelenan, 2 
copies 
Hugh Bovie 
Patrick Bian 
Walter Byrne 



Mr. John Brett 
James Brett 
Will. Browne 
John Browne 
Thomas Browne 
- John Barclay 

James Bird, 2 copies 
Edmond Beafly 
Will. Bell Publin 
Dennis Blak?, efq; Well Pari^ 

Galway 
Walter Blake, efq; Dublin 
Dr Browne, Tuam 
Thomas Braughall, efq; 
Will Bourke, efq; 
Gregory Byrne, efq; 
Rev. Dr. Henry Barnard 
Henry Vaughan Brook, efq> 
Will. Bailie, efq; firft Tyrone re- 

giment 
Capt Humphry Bell, ditto 
Will. Burton, efq; co. Car low 
Meffrs. Bell and Medlicot 
Rev. Robert Beatty, A. M. vicar 
gen. of the diocefe of Ardagh 
Rev. Rich. Butler, Caftleblayncj 
Thomas Barnard, efq; 
Rev. Will Bruce, Dublin 
Ballyafton book club 
Mr. Henry Beatty, Donaghad^c 
John Browne, merchant^ 

Waterford 
Will. Broddle, ditto, Rofs 
Jofeph Braddle, ditto, Rofs 
Will. Bell, ditto, Waterford 
Will. Boyle, Belfaft 
Robert Bradfhaw, ditto 
Benjamin Braddell 
Jo;hn Barron, Kirmevy 
John Burden, cornet Belfaft 

light troop 
J )!in Barclay, linen draper 

Lambeg 
Leonard Bullmer, Lifburn 
John Bolton, ditto 
Arthur Blair, Strabane 
James Barber, firft Heut. 
Longford lodge voluutecrs 
Mr. 
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iAr. John Barnet 

Robert Bell, furgcon, Newry 
John Barclay, Strabane 
Samuel Black, Crumlin, near 

Dublin 
James Boyle, Drumquin 
Robert Irvine 
Major Boifragon, Donaghadee 
Will. Blacker, efq; Drogheda 
Jofeph Boyd, efq; Rofs -^ 

Rev. Will. Briftow, Belfaft 
Major Burden, fir ft Ulftcr regt. 
Sir Thomas.Bell, knt. M. D. 
Hon, J. Bourke 
John Binns, efqj 
Rev. Ifaac Barr 
Thomas Benfon, efq; Ncwfy 
Rev. Sam. Barber, Rathfryland 
Rev. Mr. Brooks 
Martin 6rowniow, efqj 
Rev. John Beft, Strabane 
Meflrs. Beattie, Dublin 
David Bell, efq; Newry 

Billing, efq> Lawyers torps 

Benjamin Ball, efq; ditto 
Arthur Browne, J. F. T. C. D» 

ditto 
John Boordman, efq; ditto 
Beresford Burfton, efq^ ditto 
Thomas Bowen, eiq; ditto 
Rev. Robert Black, Dromore 
Mifs Batterfby, Charlton, Kent 
Capt Alex. Boyle, Kirliih Lodge 

2 copies 



Cencral the Earl of Charlemont 

6 copies 
Right Hon. Lord Caftleftewart 
Lord Vifcount Carlow 
Henry Cope, efq; M. P. 
Right Hon. Will. Burton Cun^ 

mgham 
Robert Clements, efq; M. P. co* 

Donegal 
Andrew Caldwell, efq; M. P. 
Richard Charlton, efq; lieut. coL 

firCt Tyrone re^t. 



Maftcr Will. Charlton, cnfign^ 

ditto 
Mr. James Cook, enfign, ditto 
John Church, efq; attorney 
Mr. David Campbell, Omagh 
Mr. Thomas Crawford, Lawyers 

corps 
Richard Coane, cfqj ditto 
Rev. Jofeph Clarke, A. M. Tam- 

laght 
Rev. Jofeph Chambers, A. M. 

Magherafelt 
John Caldwell, M. D. ditto 
Capt^ Robert Campbell, Glor. 

mem. battalion. 
Rev. James Cuming, chaplain 

Ahoghill volunteers 
Rev. Robert Chriftie, chaplain 

Cullybakey volunteers 
Mr. John Coulter, Edenduffcar- 
rick rangers 
Jofeph Courtney, Cattle* 

dawfon light troop 
Sampfon Courtney, Bally- 
men a 
Samuel Cuming, Keady 
Matthew Charley, Loftdon 
George Crosier, Banbridge 

volunteers 
Will. Crower, attorney / 
James Cowan, Ballylintogh 
Robert Chirmfide, apothe- 
cary, Portaferry 
Alex Crawford 
Will. Coningham, adjutant, 
L:Derry apprentice boys 
John Caldwell, apothecary, 

Augher 
James Conolly 
Andrew Colgan 
John Clinton 
Richard Crofs 
Henry Caddell 
Samuel Coulter 
Jofeph Coulter 
George Crawford, Cherry- 
vale 

Mr. 
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Mr, Will. Campbell, Stewartf- 
town volunteers 

Robert Campble 

Francis Cathin 

George Campble, merchant 
Dublin 

John Courtney, merchant 
Watcrfod 

Wentworth Cavanagh, mer- 
chant, Rofs 

John Chambers, Dublin 

Alexander Clarke, DubUa 

Robert Carfon, Belfeft 

John Campbell, Belfaft 

James • Campbell, land fur« 
vejrOr near Omagb 

Wilhara Eaton Caldbecfa 

Charles Carrothers 

Jofeph Cburcb 

Samuel Collins 

John Cowan 

William Cof grave 

J fofias Campbell 
as. Caldwell, Moneymore 
James Crawford, jun. Do- 
negal 
David Crawford, furgeon 
Jofeph Chapman, Limurn 
David Clarke, Dublin 
Robert Carfon, Strabanc 
John Coffy, Saintfield 
John Chambers, LifFord 
Mai achy Connor, merchant 

P^bVm 
Will. Crawford, merchant 
Strabane 
Will. Cuningham, efq; Green- 
hall 
Rev. John Coleman, Ahoghill 
Matthew Corbally, efqj 
George Carfon, efq; 
Hugh Campble, efq; Ballygravey 
James Crawford, efq; 
Waddel Cuningham, efq; Belfaft 
George Cairns, efq; capt. z 

company Fintona volunteers 
Val. Connor, efq; 
Joha Comerford, efq» 



Michael Cofgrave, ciq; 

Robert Caddell, rfqj 

Edward Carren, gent. Duhdalk 

Rev. James Hamilton Clewlovr 

John Crawford, efq; 

Rev. Thomas- Graddock 

Andrew Caldwell, efq; M. P. 

James Cuffe, efq; countv Mayo 

James Caufield, efq; fiHt Tyrone 
regt. 

William Conyffgham, efq; M: P. 
Spring Hill 

Rev. Arthur Champeny 

John Campble, Carrickma- 

crofs 
James Cochran, Bally^v^alter 
Mr. Canlfield, R. C. 
Jam«s Grombie, Belfaft 
Dr. Craddock, Pat. library 
Mr. Clarice, Ardftravr 
Jofeph Coulter, Newtov^n 

Stewart 
Will Canipbe!?, Armagh 
Rob. CaidwieH, Tullrbrook 

Will. Cluft, csfq; 

Eniign George'Carrttth, firft Ty- 
rone regt. 

Lieut. Gahriel Cornwall, ditto 

Lieut. John CrOzier; ditto 

Lieut. And. Crawford, Loirgh- 
ihiHin bat. 

Paul Canning, efqj 

Robert Carew, efq; - 

Rob. Shapland Carew, efq; M. P. 

John Consjrave, jun. efq; 

Thomas Chriftmas, efq; 

John Clifpc, efq; 

Robert Corbet, efq; 

Robert Carpenter, efq; furveyor 
ofRofi 

Alex. Colhoun, efq; Omagh 

Henry Crnfton; efq; Balllnaughc 

Nicholas Crommelin, efq; 

John<^rom!e. efq; 

Alex. Crookfhanks, efq; M. P. 

John Cuppage, efqj Lurgan 

Rich. Cowan, efq; LifFord 

James Carlifle', efq; Newry' 

Henry 
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Heniy Chftigneauy cfq; Laiwjcn 
corps 

Robert Crone, eiq; ditto 

Dan. Chambers, dq; capt. Leek 
volunteers 

John Cowan, efq; Londaa, 4 co- 
pies 



Colonel Dawfon, M. P. 
LcM-d VilcQunt DeTefci 
Lord Delvin 

Denis Bowes Daly, efq; co. Gal- 
way 
Arthur Dawfon, efq; co. Dcrry 
Lieut, col. Francis Dobbs 
Rev. Alex. Duke, Sligo 
Capt. Adam Dickey, Randlef- 

town volunteers 
Capt. Charles Dickey, Randlef- 

town ditto 
Capt. John Dickey, Cullybackey 

volunteers 
Capt. ^William Duffin, Brougk- 

ihane volunteers 
Capt. James Dickey, Edenduif^ 

carrick rangers 
Thomas Dickey, eiq; Hillhead 

Ballimena 
Lieut. John Davifon, firft royal 

regt. volunteers 
"Quintin Dick, efq; London 
Mr. Sam. Denny, merchant Stra- 
bane 
James Davifon, A. M. Bal- 

lynees 
James Denifon, Vintner, 

Corke 
Henry Delap 
George Douglas, bookfel- 

ler, 2 copies 
John Donnaghoe 
John Douglas, DubHn 
James Dobbin, Donaghadee 
Charles Dobbs, merchant 

Waterford 
Tohn Davis, furgeon 
David Dun, Belfaft 
W« Bruce Diina 



Mr. Will. Darby, linen draper 
Liiburn 
Will. Dillon, jun. Lifbum 
Monro Denning, watchma- 
ker, Strabane 
John Deery, Strabane 
James Dinwiddie, Dublin 
Robert Dyas, Bailieborough 

Rev. Jofeph Denham, A. M. 
Ennifltillen 

Rev. Jofeph Douglas^ Clogh 

Richard Douglas, ciqi Umdon 
2 copies 

Doaor Dillon, Dablin 

Owen Dermott, efq; 

Anthony Dermott, efq; 

Francis Dermott, efc^ 

Patrick Deafe, efq; 

Peter Dillon, eiq; 

Rev. Mr Dixon 

John Darner, efc}; 
Lev. John Davis, Caftleblayney 
Major Charles Duffen, Dungan- 

non battalion 
Rev. W. S Dickfon, Portaferry 
Rev John Davis, Newry 
Daniel Delacherois, efq; 
Rev, William Downs 
Rev. Robert Drapes 
Hannibal William Dobbin, efqt 
John Drake, efq; 
Simon Digby, efq; 
Rev Dean WiHiam Digby 
Robert Dillon, efq; 
John Dunn, efq; 
John Dixon, M: D. 
Rev. Mr Delap, Omagh 
Samuel Dickfon, efq; Lodge 
Rev. Bernard Dbran, Trummcry 
John Dorcy, efq; Lawyers corps 
John Johnfton Dorragh, efq^ 

ditto 
John Dilbn, efq; ditto 
Henry Duquery, efq; .King's 

council ditto 
Anthony Dwyer, efq; 



Right 
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Right Hon. Lord Erhc 

Major Char. Edmohftone, North 

Lodge Carrickfcrgus 
Colonel Elliot 
Nath. Edie, cfq; capt. Douglas 

volunteers 
Lieutenant James Edmoneftone, 

Springmount volunteers 
Daniel Eccles, cfqj Fintona i co- 
pies 
Francis Eaftwood, efq; 
Mrs. Ellis 

Charles Echlih, efq; Echlinville 
Richard Elliot, efq; 
Mr. Jofeph £kan» merchant^ 
Coleraine 
Samuel Elly, merchant, Rofs 
James Ev^ns, Dublin 
John Ewing, Belfaft 
John Ewing, mercht. Derry 
Patrick Egan, ditto, Armagh 
John Elfey, Lifburn 
Richard Euftace, Lurgan 
Mifs Edor^ Strabane, 2 copies 
Nicholas Evans, efq; Dublin 
James Evans, efqj capt. Orior 

light infantry 
John Everard, efq; Richmond 
William Ellis, efqj Ward houfe 

near Ballyfliannon 
Rev. Dr. Enfield, Warrington 
Richard Evans> efq; Lawyers 
corps 

Rev. Will — , A. B. Crof- 

byVtown 



Lord Fernham 

Lord Fin gal 

Right Hon. James Fortefcue, 

county Louth 
John Fitzgibbon, efq; M. P. 
Henry Flood, efq; M. P. 
Mr. James Fulton, Lifburn 

Henry Falls, Aughnacloy 
volunteer* 



Jaft 
Wi] 



Mr. John Forfythc, BallyDtire 
Jof. Fryth, Lawyers corps 
Robert Faucett, Drumcree 
John Fiflicr 
Thomas Fulton 
Dominick French 
Gerald Fitzimon 
Lewis Farqvharfoa 
James Fultbn, merchaat, L: 

Tkrfy 
Patrick Flemings merchant, 

Strabane 
John Fleming, bookfeller, 

Drogheda 
William Falconbridge 
Anthony French, merchant, 

Rofs « 

faines Fergufon, Belfaft 
^ill. Field jun. 
Richard Fulton, Liibura 
James Fleming, Strabane 
Edmond Flanagan, LrDerrr 
Will. Forrefter, efqj 
Thomas Forfythe, capt. Augh- 
nacloy volunteers 
Rev. Will. Fleming 
Michael Finicanc, efq; M. D. 

Ennis 
Jas. Bogle French, efq; London 
John Fergufoa, efq; captain 

L.Derry volunteers 
Henry Farrel, efq; 
Frederick French, e£q; Queen's 

County 
Will Power French, efq; county 

Gal way 
Major Ferrier 
Dr. Phil. Fletcher, Mount Plea- 

fant 
John Thomas Fofter, efq; co, 

Louth 
Rev. Will. Fofter, Urney 
Rev. Will. Frazcr, near Bally- 

walter 
Rev. Dr Fill 
Rev. Archdeacon Flury 
Edward Fitzgerald, e{q; 
Will. Henry Finly, efq* 

Benjamift 
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Benjamin Fenton, efa; Strabane 
Andrew Ffergufon, clq; Deny 
'Rev. Andrew Fcrgufon, Burl 
Mifs Dorcas Fergufon, ditto 
Robert French, cfq; Lawyers 

corps 
Richard Fitton, efq; Cork 
Charles Fnzsel, efq; Lawyers 

corps 
John Forbes, efq; Ai. P. ditto 
Francis Featherftone, efq; ditto 
Will. Fleming t{^ 
Thomas Fitzgerald, cfq; artil- 
lery Lawyers corps 
Will. Hunt Foftcr, efq; Lawyers 

corps 
Anthony FerguCbn, e(q; Dublin 
Mr. Peter Frith, Armagh 



Right Hon. Luke Gardiner 
Opt Hamilton Gorges, Ratoatk 

volunteers, 4 copies 
Counfellor Gheoghe?an 
Doheny Oorman, ek^; G}enavy 
Stalrord Gorman, efq; Broom- 
mount 
Robert Given, e^; Cola*aine 
Mr. James Galbraith, attorney 
John Guynn, Strabane vo- 
lunteers, a copies 
Will. Gait, for the DoagU 

book club 
Peter Graham 
Barth. Golding, London 
John Given 
Charles Grey, nuerchant 

LDerry 
Will. Getty, Strangfard 
John Grault, Coleraine 
James Glafco, Omagh 
Thomas Greer, juh. 
Alex. Gilmore, Sligo 
Jofeph Grubb, linen draper 

Liiburn 
Will. Gregg, Knockcairn 
David Grey 
Vox. I. B 



Mr. John Gordon, Newry % co* 
pies 
' Andrew Gamble, merchai^t 
Strabane 
John Gregg, Knockca^ 
Will. Gregg, merchant 
Alex. Goi^on, Saintfield 
John Gienny, Newry 
Will. Glcnnv, Newry 
Jofeph Goraon, boddellor 
Ncwrv, 6 copies 
Daniel Gaughan, efq; 
Nicholas Graham, elq; Kent 
Francis Graham, efq; 
Patrick Grordon, efq; 
Mifs Eliza Gordon, Dundalk 
Amyas Griffith, efq; Belfaft 
Ueui. Robt. Glafgow, firft Ty- 
rone regt. 
Kev, Alex. Goudy, Donaghadee 
Jofeph Gray 
John Gibfon, Cnimlin 
John GlafTcott, cfq; 
Robert Given, jua. elq; Colo* 

raine 
James Galbraith, efq; Rafcavy 
John Greer, efq; Lurgan 
Will. Glafcock, tU^ Lawycw 

corps 
Ffancis Will. Green, efq; Crumr 
lin near Dublin 

H 

Earl of Howth 

Hon Baron Haaiiltoa 

Sir Hugh Hill, Bart 

John Hamilton, efq; Brownhall 

Hon. Mifs Hamilton, Dublin 

Alex. Haliday, e(q; M D. 

Jas. Hamilton, efq; major Stra^ 

bane battalion 
Hon; Cole Hamilton, capt. Gori* 

tin volunteers, z copies 
Kennedy Henderlon, efq; Capt#; 

}L.au|hinfhillin volunteers 
James Hamilton, efq; Strabane 
James Hapiiltoo, efq; attorney 
Thofl9|U[| 



f 
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%lrft8CRf*E 
^^horiiis Hamilton, eJqj'StfAbaiie 
wai. Hamilton, efq; ^ ^ 
'<Jorge Hainmbn,'dq; i^ttpt. Ty- 
rone battalion 
Wpard HumpKrirs, 'dfc; 
M^. A'rcHibald Haniiltbn,' Lillaii 
cdinpkny 
Tolin peBijJliiH; SWrgcon 
EdwaW Hops Ballyttiena 
John Hill, Hlllmount 
Charles Hf ndittin/innkecp- 

er BaWym^na 
Thomas Hnrdman, Bielfaft 
John Hops, jun. Gracehill 
Alex Hnmpbrcy, J Af. 
^dward Huntpht^y 
Arthur H^wth^rnc 
Will. Holmes, iaaerchaat 

Coleraine 
'Nathifiiel Hiintcr jtin. 
Hugh Hamill, jun. 
Pran'cis Hfggins . , 

Will. Hamilton, Tuflyhsogg 

'volunteers 
Will. Hughs jun. Werford 
Will. HuH, bonaghadc^ 
Edward Howes, jun. mei> 

chant WatcrFord 
Henry Hutton, Dublin 
'Fl-ancis Hamilton, Belfaft 
[ohn Hamilton, Belfaft 
[ohn Holtpcs, Beifaft 
fames Holmes, Beifaft 
jac. Hancock, jun. Lifbum 
*— HaAiilton, lurgeon, Derry 
Johij Hood land furvcyor 
David • Heridcrfon, Bally- 

fhannon 
Andrew Hume, Balvile 
John Hancock, linen draper 

Lilburn 
Edw. Hogg, ditto Lifbum 
Samuel Hill, ditto Lifbum 
John Haftings, Lifburn 
Sara. Heron, attorney Lif- 
burn 
Henry Harrifon, ftfrgeon 
Strabane 



RS NAMES. 
Will. Hobbt, efq; 
Thonias Heam, Af. D. 
Alderman James Henry, Reynelt 
Mr. Hugh Haflet, mercht. BeHkft 
laimes Haflet, merchant 
Jofeph Hall, Lurgaa 
John Harvey, L: Derry 
Will. Harknefsy merchant, 
Dublin 
Capt. J^mes Hill, ftfft Portgleij- 

6ne volunteers 
Lieut Will. Hunter, Dunmurry 
- vblunteers 

James Hall, ^f<[; Ennifkillen 
Jofeph 'Hardy, efq; CloTerhilL 
James Hamill, eiq; capt. Cblc- 

raine battalion 
John Haltridge, gent. Coleraine 
James Hamilton^ efq^ near Bei- 
faft 
Roger Harrifon, efq; 
Mafter Thomas Hull, Bangor 
Rev. George Harris 

iohn Hodges 
Lbbert Hailet, J: M firft 
chaplain, Coleraine bat. 
David Harvey 
Mr. Harold 

Dean Hamilton, Armagh 
James Hamilton, Rildroft 
Mftfes Hog^ 
Edmund Hamilton 
Nicholas Hamilton 
Ralph Higgenbothom 
Jas. Hfimilton, Waterford 
Francis Hutchefon, Li&uni 
Adam Harvey, Strabane 
John Harvey, Mallinhall 
NIr. Hawkey, Dundalk. 
Lawrence Harman Harman, efq; 

county Longford 
Will. Harrifon, efq; 
Sir Henry Hartftong, birt, co. 

Limerick 
John Hewitt, efq; 
Mrs Catharine Huddart 
Lieut. James Hammerfly, Lough^ 
infhillia bat. 

WiU. 



SUBSCRIBE 
Will. Hamilton, cf(^ attorney 
Hugh Hamilton, merchant Dub- 
lin 
Henry Haughton, fen. cfijj 
Herculci Heyland, efq; 
Robert Hamilton, efq^ Dublin 
Jofeph Hoarc, cfq; 
Tames Hartley, efq; 
joiiah George Hort, efqj 
Dr. Houfton, Donegal 

James Hamilton, efq; Monaghan 
lugh Hamilton, efq^ Ballyna- 

hinch 
Edw. Hart, efq; Marlborough 
Will. Hamilton^^ efq; Lawyers 

corps 
John Heard, cfq; fojicitor cap. 

fual, rev. 
Edward Hudfon, efq; Lawyer^ 

corps 
Will. Hudfofe, efq; ditto 
Michael Harris, efq; ditto 
Tohr Percival Hunt, ^fq; ditta 
John Hunt, efq; ditto 
Jofeph Huband, efq; ditto 
Dudjy Hufley efq; ditto 
Henry Hamilton, ef^ t^ewr/ 

I 

Eight Hoyi. Richard Jackfon, 

Coleraine 
Col. Irvine, Lbth?rftbwn y<>luit* 

teer?; 4 CDples 
Thomas Morris Jones ^^^J c^* 

glorious memory battalion 
Francis Lewis Irwin, cfq* Ta»- 

rejo 
Henrv Irwin, efq; Streamltoiyn 
(Charles Johnfton^ efq; Layry^ 

corps 
John Johnfton, efq; capt. firft 

Tyrone regt. 

John Jacob, efq; 
Jat-thew Jacob, efqj 
Mn. Letitia Jones 
J^Iifs- Jones 
Capt. Kotett Johnftpp, ' Dun- 
nurry voluntcen 

B 
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Enfign Will. JobnHiQif Du^oaiiijrr^ 

vbluntfers 
Cayley Johnfton, efq; 
Arthur tpl\nilon, cfoj 
Lieut Thomai' JoKhfton, flrft 

Tyrone regt. " ^ ' 
Thomas JacUon, ^fo; 
Edw^r3 Jonejj^ efqi Norman's 

grov<5 ' ■ 

Dipt. Henry Irvine 
Thomas Jamefpn, cfq; 
Lieut.! Vy ill', joncs, ' L^iml^^g to- 
• lunteers 
Richard Jon<^, ef<^ Lawyers 

corps ■' '- * 

Will. Jones, cfoj Cork 
Rev. Francis Tohnfton^ 

Rob. Jackfon, cpaptain red 

battalion, Ulfter regt 
Jphn frwin, Clogfrer * 
\Vifl. Johnfton, Pivcmilc- 
town 
Mr. John Johnfton, pr?f^an. 

John Johnfton, Edenduff- 

(farrick rangers 
Johff Johnfton; Woodvale 

Henry Jov, jun, Belfaft 
George Joy, iSelfaft. 
Davia jottes,*merclit. Water- 
ford 
Thomas Jones, mtrcht. Roli 
Henry Jackfon, Dublin 
Samuel Jamefon, "Belleville 
Robert Johiiftqn, Killeter 
Rob. Jafhifon,^un. Straban^e 
Andrew Jenkms, Strabaile 

r^ngen " 

(George Jardine, profeflbr 
^ ' of Philo-fophy, College of 
Glafgow ' 
James Johnfton, EdenValc 

' K 

Earl of Kingfton 

Lord Vifcount King/borough 

Lord Kenmure 

Right 



« SUBSCRIBE 

Right Hon. Hen King, co. Sligo 

Hon. Tho. Knox, M. P Dun* 
gannon 

Charles King^ cfqj At. P. Fard- 
rofs, ^ copies 

Lord KiUeen 

Col George Knox, Prehen 

dreo. Knox, redtor Clonleigh DD. 

George Keys, efq^ capt ]>onegal 
battalion 

Will Knox, efq; Kilcaddan 

Mr. Robert Kerr, merchant, 
Charles Keys, attorney 
John KelJTo, Maghracregan 
John Kennier, Greenfield 
Robert Kennedy 
Will. King, mer. Coleraine 
Peter Kelly 
Francis Kindelan 
John Gorman Kennedy 
John Keogh 
Will. Kelly 
Robert Kent 

Alex Kavannagh, Wexford 
George Keough, merchant. 

RoTs 
lames Kennedy, Dublin 
John Kyle, Camnifh 
rhelix Kirk, matl^emftticinn^ 
LifFord 

Thomas Ki^wan, efc^ 

Mrs Kennedy 

Richard Ker, efq; 

l)avid Ker, efq; 

Will Kirk, efq- furvcyor 

Mrs King 

John Knox, efqj 

Mark K^rr, efq; Af. D G^anard 

Robert Kyle, efq; Donaghadee 

Richard Kearney, efqj 

Tames Kearney efq; 

Francis King, efq; 

Rev. Sam Keams, ji. B. Stew-» 
artftwon 
Thomas Kennedy, Downe 
Will. Knox, Dumbo 
James Knox 
Will. Kennedy, Carland 



RS names: 

Rev- Arthnr Kyle, Coleraine^ 

James Ker, Clogherny 
Mifs Martha Knox 
Lieut. John Kinley, Lifbum, Fu-* 

(ileers 
Mafter John Killigrew, Punbar 
Michael Kelly, efq; 
James I^lrw^n, efq; I-awyer& 

corps 
Martin Kirwan, efq; ditto 
Edwi^rd King, efq; M. P. ditta 
Samuel Croker King, efq; 
Mrs Knox^ Charlton, Kent 



The Duke of Leinftet 

Hon. Jufticc Lill 

Celoiiel Lyon 

John Leland, efq; Lawyers corps 

Lawfon, efq; major, Ty-% 

rone battalion 
Rev. John Lifter 

John Lbdfay, chap. Bally-^ 

mena volunteers 
John Law 

Colin Lindfay, Dundalk 
'f'homas Leech 
James Lowry 

Richard Lefsley, Straban^. 
Samuel Levingfton, Clare 
Will. Law, Caftlctow^i 
Major James Lendrick, glorioui 

memory, battalion 
Charles Lewis, efq; London 
James Leflie^ efq; Lefliehil} 
Rich. Loyd, efq; mayor Coleraintt 
Sam. Lylc» c% capt. firft comp. 

Coleraine bat. 
Will. Lecky, efq; capt. blue voi*- 

lunteers 
Will Legg, efq; 
Mr. James Love, Crankill 
Thomas Lor i mer 
Sam. Lawrence, merchant^ 

Coleraine 
Oliver Leech, Lieut, blue 

vohmteers 
PauickLong 

Mr. 



SUBSCRIBERS NAMES 



Mr. Robert Lynch 

David Leech, Carrigan 
Thomas Lyons, Belfaft 
James Lecj^y, merch . Dublin; 
James Ledlie, Coagh volun- 
teers 
George Ledlic, ditto 
Arthur Lu(k, Ballywalter 
Will Lemon, Donaghadee 
John Lanphier, merch t. Rof? 
Richard Litton 
Samuel Law. Caftlewilliin 
Alex. Laurence, merchant, 

Coleraine 
Alex Leney, A. B» Crum- 
liq near Dublin 
Robert Lindfay, cfqj firft Tyroner 

regt. 
Ucut Samuel Little, firft Tyrone 

regt. 
Enfign Will Law, Edenmor^ 
Simon Lanphier Af. D. 
Thomsis lanphier, efqj 
Will. Latham, efq; 
Right Hon. Lady Dowager,^ 

Longford 
Robert Lowry, efq; 
Hugh Lyle, efq; Coleraine 
johS Law, efq; M. D Lurgan 
Ricjiard Longfield, efq; M /\ 

Lawyers corps 
Tovwily Lawdor, cfqj ditto 

M 
Hon. Major Gen. James Murray 
Aki(. Montgomery, efq; M P. co. 

Cavan- • 
Nath. Montgomery, efq; Af. P. 
Lieut: Col. James M^Clintock, 

Trintaugh 
Col. Rob. M*Clintock, Dunmore 
Rainey Max«/H^ll, efq; Drumbo, 

4 copies 
Jofcn M*Clintock, efq; Drumcar, 
James Maxwell, efq; Caftlegolan 
Mr. Peter M*Donagh, attorney 
Will. M'Neill^ Union rang. 
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Mr. John Maxwell, lieut. Glen* 

wood forrefters 
Sam. Morton, Strabanevol. 
John Martin, Clogher yol. 
Will. Magill, lieut firft Ty- 
rone regt. 
Stuart Mulligan^ Attorneys 

corps 
Archibald Murray, Bally- 

fhannon 
Sam Morel], diftiUer A- 

hoghrll 
Robert Montgomery, Bally* 

men a 
Will. M^Caa, Relaghy 
James M'Cabe, London 
Will Montgomery, Larnc 
Will M'Carice, Belfaft light 

horfe 
Js. M*Clelland. Millmount 
David M*Cance 
Js. M'William, Banbridge 

volunteers 
John M'Cance, MulliganV 

town 
Pennis McCarthy, merchant^ 

Corke, 
Thomas M'Quoid ' 
Will M'Kcan 
James M'Mullen, merchant^ 

Coleraine 
John M'Hallem, Ballym'na- 

mee 
Robert Moor, lieut. D^rry 

artillery, i copies 
Will. M*Grah 
Edward Charles Mayne 
Alex. Major 
James M*Cowen 
John Merryman 
James M*Donnel 
Richard M*Oormick 
Tho. M*Donnel, 6 copies 
Mark M'Mahon 
Will. Mooney 
Thomas Magan 
Roger Magennis 
Thomas Mathews 
3 Mr* 



jncfJ- 
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Mr. Henry M*Call 

Patrick Mackay, raerchaaty 

Dundalk 
John M'Alfafter 
Hugh Murphy, Dublin 
Will. Macoraiack^ Dublia 
Rober Mofftt 
Henry MKjOwan Donaght- 

dee 
Dan. M'Kain, dkto 
Samuel Mbreland, dhtto 
Thomas Magee, ditto 
Alex M*Gowan, ditto 
Hugh M^riwain, Belfaft 
James McGregor, Glafgow 
Hugh Montgomery 
John Mathews, Belfaft 
Bartholomew Maziere 
Thomas Mackay 
St George McCarthy, Dub* 

lin 
John M*Csince, jtin. Dun- 

murry 
Wni. MaxwetJ, stpothecary^ 

Omagh 
Henry tSxxweU^ furgeon, 

ditto 
Abr*. M*Cau(land, inercht. 
Williani M'fcfefter, Arch-. 

mount, Killead 
Will. Martin^ \mm draper,^ 

Lilbunr 
John M'Cfean, Lifturn 
James Murray, ditto 
Will Maxwell, Drumba 
John M^Crea, Monalljr 
John M'CIenachan, Conroy 
Robert M*Clenach«n, Phi- 
ladelphia 
Cuningham M* Alpine, Stra-. 

bane 
Blair M'Clcnachan, mer- 
chant, Philadelphia 
Samuel Moore, mathemati- 
cian Strabane 
John MafFet, Faranfad 
Robert M*Crea, Glencufh 
John Myers, TeiBple|cark . 



Mr. Mathew Meafc, GortiA 

JohnMeafe, ditto 
— - Miliar, efq; CJ^pt. Dra- 
pers company 
Alex Montgon^i^y Mouhtchar- 

les volunteers 
John M*MoUen^ efq; king's cpun- 

cil 
Col. Cbnolly M'Canflftnd, ^ 

Ulfter regt. 
Eneas Murray, efq^ capt. lieut. 

apprentice boys 
Charles M^CIenachan^ efq; Law^ 

yers corps 
Oliver MCaufland, efq^ nj^ajpr^ 

Raphoe battalion 
.— - Millignot, J. A/; R flo» 

Liflan 
Rey. John M*Cleland, jf, M. 
Coagh 
Theodorus Marti% A* M* 
peter Macnuillen 
Alex M*ComU 
Futt Marfhal 

Hugh M*CleIlaad^ Armoy 
James MafFet 
James M^Farlane, Macaf- 

quin 
Arthur M'Mcckan,, A. M. 

Downpatrick 
Will M'Whir,. 4. Af. Mo-. 

nyrea . 
Andrew Millar, Lungs 
Dr. M'Mullon 
John Martin, Caledoa 
. Will. Moor, Poles 

James M*Kenna, Brpokipd 
i^obert M'Gh#e 
James Murdock 
Benjamin M' Dowel, Dubtm 
Will. Moore Mon^ymore 
I>ean Marlay 
Boyfe Moody, Newiy 
Mr. Moorhead, Fintona 
James Malcom, Drumbo 
Will. M*Ghee, Caricklee 
Mr. Marfliftl, Ballyjponey, 
7, c^ies 

Rev. 



'SUBSCRIBE 

^^^' ll^'^l' ^ ^^"'•^^ Annahilt 
Mr. Murray, Cookftown 

?;?'"w ^'''"S"* Clamiuff 
Mr Marihal, A M Lifford 
Will. Moore, king's coun 
Mr. Montgomery, Bailie- 

borough 
Alex. Mercer, CrumHn near 
Dublin 
,^,.,:J?i?n Moody, A M. Dublin 
W^ill. Maxwell, efq; Stmbane 
Al€x. Macmanus, elq; major, 

firft n^jral regt. volunteer* 
Mrs Heiter Macmanus 
Mifs Macmanus 
John Macmanus^ eiq; TuHy- 

. gowan 
John M Viity, efq. 
Ucut. Robert McClelland, Ban* 

bridge volunteers 
Michael M^Gwihy, efqj Corfce 
Daniel M Cairthy, dqj attorney, 

Corkc 
-firyan M*Sfeeriiy, mercht.Corke 
Bartholomew M Naghten, eiqj 

Colerainc 
Will. Moor, efq; Moor Lodge 
Near M'Anuky, gent. Coleraiae 
Ceo Martin, efq; M. D. Cole- 

raine 
Capt. James Moore, Ballydevitty 
Edward Maine, efq; 
<jreorge Will. Molyneanx, eiq; 
^Lieut. James M'l4>rdie, Drum- 

aghli& 
lieut. Will M*C<^chy, Antrim 
Lieut. James M'Gonchy, Antrim 
Mifs Catharine M Clintock 
James Edward Moore, e% 
Edward Moore, efq; 
]?atrick M Gawran, z copies 
Neal M*Neal, efq; Johnflmrgh 
Daniel M*Neal, efq; z copies 
Danie! Mu^enden, efq; 
Alex Montgomery, efq; Af. P. 

coun*y Donegal 
John Maxwell, efq; Aghenis 
Will. Molefworth, efq; 



RS K4MES. wTt 

Lieut jb.hn Maconcliy, firft Ty^ 
rone regt. 

Enfign \nthony M Reynolds, 
firft Tyrone regt 

Will. M'llwain. ef^; Lisfenin 

Thomas MitcheJ, efq; 

Will M'CulIoch, fen. efq, 

Will M'Cull*ch,jun.efq; 

Charles McCarthy, efq; Strange 
ford 

Mifs Margaret Murray, Armagh 

Alex M'Minn, efq; Donagha*- 
dee 

Capt. M'Minn, ditt© 

Mrs. Moorhead, ditto 

Edward May, efq; 

Benjamin Morris, efq$ 

Will. Morris, efq; 

Mrs Moat, Killead 

Will Mitchell, efq; infped. ge«. 
of barracks in Ireland 

John Moore, efq; 

George Moquay, efqj 
John Leland Maqmy, efc|i 

George Maconchy, efq; 

Alex M^Clintock, efq; 

Mifs M*Culloh, Ballyarton 

Capt. John Malcom, Ballyliflbn 
volunteers 

Dr. Moody^ Dublin 

Dr. Mungan 

John Martin, eiqj 

-Jofeph Meredith, efq; 

Richard Martin, efq^ 

Capt. John M^Clenachan, Phila- 
delphia 

Geo. M Clenahan, Af. D. Convoy 

John Macky, efq; 

Mrs. Elizabeth M*Cartan 

Will. MCartney, «fq; Muriougk 

Mifs Melling, Newry 

Arthur Macartney, efq; Lawyers 

corps 
John Macartney, efq; Lawyers 
corps, dep. chief remem. and 
auditor of accounts court of 
exchequer 

— — Maync, efq; Lawyers corps 
Jokm 
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tXHT 

John Murnfty, efqj ditto 
Richard Moore, cfq; ditto 
Thomas Mullock, e(q$ ditto 
Mrs. Mercer, CrvniUn near 

Dublin 
Dr. Meafe, Strabane 
James Maxwellj efq; Rofebrook' 
Sam. Maxwell, M. D. Armagh 

N 
S?r Edward Newenham, knt. 
Richard Neville, efqj M P, 
Edward Newenham, efq; 
Will. Newenham, efq; Cork 
Mr. Will. Newenham 

Norris, furgeon, Lon- 
don 

Thomas Nevin 

Hugh Nevin 

Rowland Norrii 

— f Napper, merchant, 

Waterford 

Nath. Neilfon, Beaumont 

Robt. Neilfon, capt. Stra- 
bane rangers 

Will. Neilfon, Strabane vol. 

N. Neilfon, jun. Strabane 
Mifs Jane Nevin, 
David Narti, efqi Limerick 
Rev. Mofes Nelfon, Redemon 

Charles Naylor, Rofs 

Robert Nelfon, Omagh 
Will. Nolan, efq; Gal way 
Arthur Noble, efq$ Church Hill 
yXdam Noble, efq; Longficld 
will. Newport, efq; 
Simon John Newport, eiq; 
Jofhua Ne(bit, efq; Tillydonnel 
John Nelfon, efq; Lawyers corps 
Brett Norton, efq; ditto 
John Simeon Newport, efq; ditto 



Sir Lucius O'Brien, bart. 
George Ogle, efq; M. P county 

Wexford 
Cornel. O'Callaghan, efq^ Af. P. 



Charles 0,Hara, efqi Nymphfielf 

6 copies 
John O'Donnel, cfqj Attorneys 

corps 
Mr. James Orr, lieut. firft Tyrone 
regt. 
Owen O'Callogha^, Cullo- 

vilk 
John O'Neil, Brakcart 
Arthur O'Connel, merchant 

Cork 
John O'Moylan, ditto, Cork 
James O'Halloran,- apothe- 
cary, Cork 
Thomas O'Dtynan, Knuckr 

neman^ 
Dennis O'Shin^, Killarney 
John Olphcrt 
James O'Reilly, jun, 
Alex Orr, Belfafl 
Archibald Ormfton 
John O'Neil, Lifhurn 
Robert Orr, Gallony 
• James Orr, adjutant Stra<*- 

bane battalion 
Daniel O'Mullan, land fur- 
ireyor, BaLlHnahinch 
Henry 0*Hara, efq; Harabrook 
Ambrofc O'R.orke,. efqj 
Digby O'Brian, efq; 
Patrick O'Donoghan, efq; Kilroe 
D.J O'Brien, efq; 
Matthew O'Reilly, efq; 
Rev. Will. Ovins, A. B, Cro(by'» 
town 
Char. O'Neil, Drumcondr« 
Will. O'Reilly, efq; M D. 
Charies O'Connor, eiq; 
John Ogle, iun. efq; Newry 
Daniel O'Brian, efq; 
Mrs. Deborah, O'Donnel, Lime- 
rick 
Edward Obre, efq; Liftnirn 
Jeffrey, O'Donaghne, efq; Law- 
yers corps 
James O'Hara, efq; ditto 
Hugh O'Dounel, dq; ditto 

John 



SUBSCRIBERS NAMES. 



JcAn Hferbert Orpen, cfqj M. D. 

Corkc 
Ralph Smith, Obrc, cfq;ijaw7Crs 

corps 
Tiiomas Orr, efq; Dublin 



KightHon. Lieut. G«n. Pomerof 

Hon. Mrs. Ponfonby 

Henry Pomeroy, efq; Af. P. Stra- 

bane 
Right Hon. John Ponfonby co. 

Kilkcntiy 
Will. Brab. Ponfohby, efq; M. P. 
Mr. Rob. Pettigrew, attor. corps 
Thomas Parkiafdn 
Alex. Porter 
Michael Plunkett 
James Pillar 
Will. Penrofe, jun. iMercht. 

Waterford 
James Patterfon, Belfaft 
Robert Patterfbn, LiDerry 
Sam. Purvoyance, Baltimore 
Michael Parket, printer Sli- 

go, 2 copies 
Edwatd Peers, Liftftini 
•Thonras Potts, Deneight 
Alex Patton, Tanderagee 
Rob. Porttt", mercht. Stra- 

bane 
"Will. Pollock, liiercht. ditto 

James Patton, ditto 
ohn Henry Purvoyance, 
Baltimore, America 
Robert Patton, Cumber 
James Pollock, Newry 
Thoftias Prentice, mercht, 
Armagh 
w ray Pallifer, efq; 
Rich, Pfenilyfeather, cfc^ Af. F. 
James Patterfon, efq; 
John I^ge, efq; 
StepKeh Page, efq; 
Nicholas Price, efq; 
Lieut, col. Tho. Pigott, Engi- 
neers 'corps 
Lieut, Will. Park, firft Tyrone 
rcgt* 
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Surgeon Thomas Pollock, Glen- 
weod Forrefters 

Samuel Philips, efq; 

Rev. James Patten, Balliwillen 
Js. Paterfon, A. M. Bailee 
Robert Porter, Clough 
Mr. Patten, Clonmell" 

Right Hon. Arthur Pomcrty 

William Patterfon, efq; Af. D. 
L:Derry 

Capt. Will. Patten, Rofevale 

John Pollock, efq; Newry 

James Pollock, eiq; Befsbrook 

Francis Patterfon, efq; 

Js. Palmer, efq; artillery, Law-^ 
yers corps 

Geo. Parker, efqj Lawyers corps 

Percey, efq; ditto 

John Purcell, efq; ditto 

jf ohn Pedder, efq; Cork 

Arthur Norcott Pedder, efq; 
Lawyers corps 

Pat. Plunket, elq; M. D. Dublin 

Mervyn Pratt, elq; Cabra caftle 

Councellor Jofeph Pollock 



Mr. Luke Quin 



Right Hon. Hercules Langford 

Rowley 
Hon. Hercules Rowley, col. firft 

Ulfter regt. 
Clotworthy Rowley, efq; Af. P. 
Mr. James Roufe, lient. firft Ty-' 
rone regt. 

Henry Richardfon, attorney 

Charles Ryan 

John Rivers 

Edward Rejmolds 

John Rourke 

Daniel Reilley 

Nicholas Rowe 

Jordan Roach 

John Rofs 

fohn Reed, Portaforfy 

Js. Rofleter, mercht. Rof$ 

Thomas Rainey, Dublin 
t Mr; 
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Mr. Andrew Robifon, merchant, 
Newtownftewart 
Will. Reynolds, Moneymore 
John Rooifon 
Jofeph Rofs, mercht. Stra- 

bane 
Jonathan Richardfon, lin- 
en draper, Lifburn 
John Ruflel, ditto, Edendery 
Will. Rofs, capt, Strabane, 
artillery 
Charles Richardfon, major, firft 

Tyrone regt. 
John Rofborough, efq; capt. com. 

Magherayilly rangers 
Capt. John Reed, Bellymoyer 
Capt. Lieut. Will. Ranken, Aho- 

ghill, volunteers 
Rev. Thomas Reed, Glenarm 
Robert Rentaull 
Edward Roc, Ballyculter 
Mr John Roberts 
Richard Ryland 
Jofeph Roffiter 
Robert Rodgers, Caledon 
Geo. Rodgers, Marli, A. M. 
redtor of Clenallan, and 
chan. of Dromore 
Archibald Redford, efq; Phila- 

delphia 3 copies 
Robert Reeves, efq; attor. Corke 
Lieut. Col. Will. Rofs, 3d Ulfter 

regt. 
Andrew Reynolds, efq; 
Thomas Reed, efq; 
Will. Rofs, efq; 

John Richardfon, efq; Coleraine 
' Capt. Robert Robifon, firft Ty- 
rone regt. 
David Richardfon, efq; 
James Ramage, efq: L:Derry 
Thomas Ryan, efq; 
James Reid, efq; capt. Maghra- 

gal volunteers 
Will. Rogers, efq; Lifburn 
Dr. Henry R^d, Ballynahinch 
Mifs Eliz. Robifon 
Rob. Reeves, efq; Lawyers corps 



James Philip Roche, efq; ditte 



Countefs of Shannon 
Sir Annefly Stewart, Bart 
Will Stewart, efq; Killymoon 
James Stewart, efq; M^ P. col. 

firft Tyrone regt. 
Robert Stewart, efq; Af. P. co. 

Down 
Lieut Col. Alex. Stewart 
Henry Stewart, efq; firft Tyrone 

regt. 
Hen. Col Stepford, 66 regt. 
Hon. Will. John SkefSngton, firft 

regt. horw 
John Staples, efq; 
Hon. and Rev.Tno. St. LaMrrence 
Sir Robert Staples, Bart 
Thomas Simpfon, efq; Ballyards 
Will. Swiney, attorney 
Counfellor John Stewart, Law- 
yers corps 
Counfellor John Stewart, firft 

Tyrone regt. 
Al«c. Speer, attorney 
Char. Tho Speer, Clogher voL 
Francis Smyth, B. N Town 
David Smyth, lieut. Dungannon 

light infantry 
Rev. Nicholas Stewart, chap. 
Tyrone battalion 
Will. Stitt, A M Dungan- 
non 
John Simpfon, one of the 
chap. Coleraine battalion 
Will. Sturrock, chancellor, 

of Down 
Thomas Stewart, Howth 
S. M. Stephenfon, M- Z>. 

Oreyabbv 
James Sinclair, A. Af. Bal- 

lyhalbert . 
Weten. Sneyd, co. Meath 
Dr. Tho Smyth, Enniflcillen 
Daniel Sandoze 
Henry St. George 
Jofeph Smyth, Keady 

Rev; 
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Rev. Will. Smyth 
James Stouppe 
Nathaniel Shaw 
Robert Sinclair, Larne 
Will. Smith 
Will. Stenton, Lurgan 
Will. Sinclair, Crumlin near 

Dublin 
Abra. Seawright, Limerick 
Robert Smyth, cfq; Dcrry light 

dragoons 
Hamilton Stewart, efq; 
Walter Synnot, efq; high fheriff, 

county Armagh 
Lieut. John Speers, firft Portgle- 

nonc volunteers 
Comet Hugh Swan, EdenduS* 

carrick rangers 
Dr. James Simms, London 
Will Stewart, efq; Willmount 
Robert Stewart, efq; Ballydrain 
Henry Savage, efq; 
Ja-nes Stewart, efq; Grace Hill 
Francis Shaw, efq; Ballyclarc 
Mr. Robert Spence, furgeon Ra-. 
phoe battalion 
William Stevenfon, Belfaft 

troop volunteers 
John Shaw, Bellygally 
Hans Sanagan, London 
John Specr 
Edward Saul 
Hugh Strain 
Robert Shipboy, merchant, 

Coleraine 
Will. Steen, mcrcht. ditto 
John Searfon, matter of the 

free fchool Coleraine 
Robert Stewart, merchant, 

Lurgan 
John Stanley 

Tho. Sinclair, jun. Belfaft 
John Stewart, mercht. Dub- 
lin 
Js. Stewart, mercht. ditto 
Hugh Strahan 
Tho. Stewart, bookfeller, 
6 copies 



Mr. Robert Stewart, merchant, 
LrDerry 
Anthony Sinclaire, Lame 
Alex. Sutherland, Belfaft 

Salmon, Belfaft 

John Gait Smyth, Belfaft 
John Sutton 
Patrick Sweetman 
Will. Sinclair, Belfaft 
Robert Sproull, Dun^annoii 
Andrew Semple 
Benjamin Shepherd, Lift^um 
Alex. Stewart, Baron fcourt 
Will. Smyly, mercht. Stra- 

bane 
Rob. Stephenfon, jun. Glen- 

dermod 
Will. Shaw, Lurgan 
David Speer, Dromore 
Andrew Sayers, Convoy 
Jofeph Sayen, Strabane 
Andrew Scott, Mullenan 
E. L. Sedgewick, fuigeon, 

Newry 
Kob. Stevenlon, bookfcller 
Newry 

Major John Stirling 

Edward Saylor, efq' 

James Savage, efq; Ballytraftan 

Philip Savage, efq; 

Robert Stevenfon, efq; 

Mefs. Jonathan and Jacob Siflbn 

George Stewart, efq; furgeon 

,Capt. Robert Stewart 

James Stirling, efq; 

George Schoales, efq; Drogheda 

Henry Shaw, efq; Ballytweedy 

Francis H. StafFofd, efq; Porta- 
ferry 

Mrs. .^myth, i6th regt, 

Worg iSmyth, efq; 

James temple, M. Z>. 

John ^rnythes, efq; 

Cacfar button, efq; 

Mifs Stevens 

Alex. George Stewart, efcj; 

Hugh Stafford, efq; Maine, z 
copies 

Rob. 
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Rob. Hamil. .^myth, efq; Dublin 

John .Jproull, efq; ^trabanc 

Thomas <Sinclaire, efq; z copies 

Dr. 5proull, Dublin 

Walter ^jnnot, efq; Drumcondra 

Peter 5huttlcworth, efq; 

James 5hee, efq; 

5urgeon «Sprouli, ^trabane 

Mafter Charles Smylj, Camus 

Dr. 5tott Lifburn 

Capt. James £tevenfon, Knocken 

Mrs. 5tothard, Lurgan 

George »Jinclair, efq; Hollvhill 

Mifs Martha 5mith, Dublm 

Counfellor Alex. Stewart 

Francis ^pilfbury, Chymift, ^oho 

fquare, London 
Tho. 5alkeld, efq; Lawyers corps 
George «5mith, efq; ditto 
Mich. 5mith, efq; L L- D. ditto 
Edward .Stanley, efq; ditto 
Will. 5tawell, efq; ditto 
Will. .Jankey, efq; ditto 
John Stewart, efq; ditto 
Will iaurin, efq; ditto 
Pat. 5myth, efq; Baiiieborougli 
Thomas 5impfon, efq; Ball yards 



Earl of Tyrone 

Richard Talbot, efq; it copies 
Henry Thomfon, efq; Sligo 
Capl. Sam. Thompfon, light inf. 

firft Portglenone volun. 
Ed. Tipping, efq; Belurgan Park 
Rev. Archdeacon Trail 

Mr Robert Trail 

Mr. Trumble Monaghan 

Sam. Thomas, Dublin 

Philip Taylor, Dublin 

Mr. Traile 

James Taylor, Convoy 
Mr. John Tate 

Val. Tallon 

James Tiernan 

John Taafe 

T'ho. Taylor, KiUileagh 

George Thur(by 



Mr. Luke Teeling 

David Tomb, Belfaft 
Hen. Tandy, mercht. Wa- 

terford 
Rob. Thomfon, Bclfaft 
Francis Thome 
Archibald Tredinick, Bal- 

lyiliannon 
Samuel Taggart, firft lieut. 

Strabane rangers 
John Todd 
• Rob. Thomfon, efq; Tullyglufh 
Matthew Talbott, efq; . 
Rich. Tighe, efq; Bally diannpn 
Will. Power Trench, efq; co. 

Galway 
Fred. Trench, elq; Queen's co. 
Capt. J. Twigg, fiA Tyrone regt. 
Nath. Trumbull, efq; 
Char. Tottenham, fen. efq; M. P, 
Char. Tottenham, jun. efq; ^k, P. 
Mifs Tenches 

Ponfonby Tottenham, efq^ M. P, 
Francis Turnly, efq; Newtown 
T. Thompfon, efq; GTeeranount, 

capt. firft comp. Killead vols. 
Andrew Thompfon, efq; Newry 
Geo. Tandy, efq; lieut. Lifburn 

true blues 
Dr. Thompfon, Coleraine 
Jacob Turner, efq; Lurgan 
Edward Badhani ThprnhiH, cfqj 
Lawyers corps 

U 

John Ullier, efq; 
Lieut Rich. Underwood 
Mr. Matt. Ughs, mercht. Water- 
ford 



Mr. Tho. Vincent, Meath light 
dragoons 
Geo. Godfry Vaughan* 
John Verfchoyle 
Rev. Mr. Verfcoyle 

Mr. Vance, Summerhill 
Crofton Vandeleur, efq; 

Rich. 
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Rich. Vincent, efq; Lawyers corps 

W 
Lord Weftmeath 
Right Hon. Lord WelU 
Right Rev. Lord Biikop of Wa- 

terford 
Richardfoa William, efq; Bet 

laghy 
John Wilcock, efa; Dungannon 
Will. Wrajr, efq; Ards 
James White, efq; capt. Braid 

volunteers 
John Willcock, efq; 
Lieut. Hen. Wallace, Banbridge 

volunteers 
Jackfon Wray. e£q; Bentfield 
Henry Weft, efq; 
Hen. Williams, gent. Dundalfc 
Hen. Wood, efq; co Weftmeath 

Willfon, efq; M. D. Cavaa 

Mrs. Mary Warnock, Caftleblay,- 

ney 
Lieut. Jofeph Warden, Loughr 

infhillin bat. 
Lieut. Warnock, Donaghadee 
John Watfon, efq; Donaghadee 
Atws. Ward, efq; 
Ifaac Weld, efq; 
Sam. Winter, efq; Agher 
David Walfhe, efq; M, P. Uwr 

yers corps 
Stawell Webb, efq; ditto 
Edward Weftby, efg; ditto 
Richard Willfon, elq; ditto 
Peter Wybrants, efq; ditto 
Francis Archer White, efq; ditto 
Dr. John Wright, Bailieborough 
Rev. James Whitefide, A. M. 
Tubermore 
James Whitefide, J. M. 

Benburb 
John Wright, chaplain Do- 

negor volunteers 
Sara. Warnock, A. M. Balli- 

nahinch 
David Walker 



xxis: 
Rev. Mr. Willfon, Maghcrafelt, 

Dr. Williamfon, jjrofeflbr of 
mathematicks in the col- 
lege of Glafgow 
Mr. Fleming Willfon, attorney 

Hen. Weft, Fintona volun. 

James Watt, Edeiiduffcar- 
rick raneers 

John Willfon, Charleftown, 
South Carolina 

Hugh Williaxi^fon, attorney 
Freemanftown 

Will. Wier^ mercht. Stew- 
art ftown 

Patrick Wogan, 6 copies 

Patrick Wall 



Wright, mercht. 



Hugh Weir, Stewartftown 
volunteers 

Will. Warren 

Will. Willfon, apothecary 
Belfaft 

James Walmfley, Tullymore 

John Wogan, attorney 

Nath. Willfon, Belfaft 

Peter Wilkinfon 

John Willfon 

And. Welfh, adjutant Ty- 
rone battalion 

J Ward, innkeeper, Strabane 

And. Wallace 

Will. White 

David Willfon, linen dra- 
per, Li (burn 

John Wightman, Lifbum 

James Moore Walker, apo- 
thecary, Liiburn 

John Webber, Strabane vol. 

Will. Walker 

Jofeph Wright, jun. Newry 

Will. Wallace, mercht. Li- 
merick 

Geo. Wilfon, Dublin 



Right Hon. Barry Yelverton 

Rev. David Young, Derry 
Rev. Hugh Young 

As 
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As the following Names did not appear in Time, they could not 
be printed in their proper Place. 



THE Duke of Athol 
The Duke of Argyle 
The Dutchcfs of Argyle 
Mr. Theophilus Boileau 
Mr, Sam. Brown, Armagh 
Mariot Dalway, efq; Ballahill 
Mifs Dalway 
Rev. Dr. Dunn, Dublin 
Mr. Thomas B. Gough, War- 

rineftown 
Mr. Nath. Magee, Newbridge 
Mr. John Murray, Stonyford 
Mr. Ed. H. Murray, Kilulta 
Mr. John Pepper, Ballywarbun 
Mr. Thomas Scott, Waringftown 
Edward iStewart, efq; London 
John Nefbit, efq; ditto 
fohn Bourke, efq; ditto 
Trevor Lloyd Aihe, efq; ditto 
Robert Rayment, efq; ditto 
Richard Weld, efq; ditto 



John Langdon, efq; London 

John Kenilngton, efq; ditto 

Mn. Matthews 

Mrs. Canning 

John Horn Tooke, efq; 

Mr. John Caldwell, jun. ad lieut. 
Ballymoney comp. 

Dr. lawyers, 

George Evans Bruce, efq; Harley 
ftreet, Cavendiih Square 

Mr. Jofeph Middleditch, Budge- 
row 

Col. Read, Builders corps, high 
fheriiF co. Dublin 

Lieut. Dav. Weir, Builders corps 

Lieut. Wilkinfon, ditto 

Mr. Rob. Parkinfon, ditto 
Char. Tharp, ditto 
Michael Matthews, ditto 
i^am. Robinfon, ditto 
John Mack, ditto 
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HISTORY 
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I R E L AND. 

Letter l 

Api^iL 29, .1782. 

ACCEPT of the warm congratulations of one 
x)f the nioft afFeftionate of your friends. As 
afl Iriftiman, you will now comriland from foreign- 
ers that refpedt which they have withheld from us 
for centuries. The God of Nature has diftinguiifeed 
our country with a variety of his ehoiceft bleffings : 
A fruitful fbii, a happy temperature of cliitiate, a:nd 
advantages mod favourable to extenfive eonamerce. 
In the virtues of her inhabit^ts his kindnefs has 
been as eminently diplayed. But the hand of 
power has deeply injured us in refpeft to a good 
which is one of the firft conftitucrtts of human 
happinefs. Our bell inheritance, our dearefl rights 
have been violated. You will rejoice in the fa- 
vourable change which has lately taken place in our 
Vol. I. C fituation. 
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fituation. The Genius of Liberty has difperfed the 
darknefs that covered our political horizon, and 
opened to us the brightefl profpedt that can be pre- 
fented to a free people; 

In the hiftory of the world, numerous mftances 
have occurred wherein fhe lives of multitudes of 
the human race have been: the price of freedom. 
The heroic patriots of antiquity who fealed the 
caufe of Liberty with their blood, purchafed this 
ineftimable blefling, hot for themfelves but thMr 
pofterity. Irifhmen amidft the bleflings of peace are 
to obtain the glorious objedt' of thefr wifheS^ and five 
to enjoy the reward of their virtues. Scarcely do 
the annals of any country prefent us with a concur- 
rence of circumftances fo favourable to Liberty as 
thofe which lately' ccfeiblned to refcue us from 
ufurped domination and eftablifh our conftitutional 
rights. The people feized the fortunate moment. 
Animated by a glorious ifhpulfe, tvhich the corrup- 
tion of a degenerate age dould not refift, they (poke 
aloud their injuries and determined to be free.- 
Their united voice and that of their repreferitatives 
commanded the attention of England -, taught wif- 
dom by dear-bought experience, (he mull relin- 
quirti her unrighteous claims upon Ireland ; by 
purfuing a different condudt three millions of fub- 
jefts were levered from her erhpife on the other 
fide of the Atlantic. But I, anticipate. 

At your defire, I have, for fome time paft, turn 
cd my attention to the Hiftory o( Ireland with a. 
view to give yoti a Iketch of it in a feries of letters. 
I fhall now proceed to gratify you with relation to 
this important fubjed. Molt willingly would I 

* have 
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Have unciertaken it fooner, Sut my. enquiries were 
fefarded by a variety of avocations in which I arri 
fieceilarily engaged. In the execution of this die- 
fign, I will omit no fa(ft:s the knowledge of which 
may contribute to your iriftruftion. Thefe howe- 
ver you are not to expeft in detail. iThe limits of 
Any plan will only permit me to lay them before 
you in a comprehenfive point of view. But my 
great objedf will be to trace out, afcertain and vin- 
dicate our conftitutiohal rights. With thefe every 
Iriftiman, whofe fituation will admit of it, (houli 
be perfectly acquainted. This will heighten them 
in his efteem, and be a fecurity agaiijft future en- 
croachments. Experience ftiould teach us wifdom. 
A diftinft knowledge of our privileges and of the 
particulars in which we have been injured, as a free^ 
And independefrt nation, will prompt us to watch ' 
with a jealous eye evefj^* effort of foreign power 
which may lead to an invafion cflF our rights. The 
period which relates to this 'moft interefcng fubjeft 
begins with the invafion of Ireland by the Englifli 
in the year of Chrift, eleven hundred anrf fixty-fix, 
ind ends at the prefent time. . Buf as you proba- 
bly wi(h to know fomething of what happened pri- 
or to that period, I will carry you back to the land- 
ing of the Milefiaris,- and give you a few outlines 
of the antiquities of our country. 

The origin and early tranfaftions of every nati- 
on are involved iii much obfcurity. As the hifto- 
riari defcends darknefs gradually difappears. The 
light begins to dawn; it encreafes until the fafts 
which he relates are placed in the cleareft >point of 
view. With refpeft to tfe Hiftory of Ireland, 

Cz It 
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it is much to he regretted that materials arc very 
deficient for a long ferics of years. The miffiona- 
ries employed to convert the natives to Chriftianity 
jn the fifth century, blinded by fuper^ition, com- 
mitted as prophane all the monuments of druidical 
jearning they'' m»t with to the flames. In this pi- 
pi|s work tfe druids themfelves, who received the 
doftrines of, the gofpel, aflifted with enthufiaftic 
zeak • 

The panes invaded this country in the eighth 
century which they miferably harafled until their 
power was extinguiftied by the vidtpry at Clontarf. 
Sunk in the groffeft ignorance, they deftroyed all 
the marks of literature they any where found with 
a favage undiftinguifliing ferocity. Nor, at a later 
period, were the Englifh afhamed to imitate an ex- 
ample fo difgracefi^l to a people that pretended to 
civilisation and ppliftied manners. 

These invaders were not more hoftile to the in- 
habitants than to the writings of the bards which 
animated their cpuntrymen to vindicate their rights, 
i^nd at the feme time were monuments of their 
ufurpation. With the fame illiberal fpirit, Edward 
.the Firft deftroyed the hiftorical records of Scot- 
Jand; • Thofe of the Carthaginians were treated in 
tiK fanae mapner by the conquerors of the world. 

But all the billofical records of Ireland were 
not deftroyed. Some efc^ped the fury of their ene- 
mies and the devaftations of tirne. In thofe of a 
rernote antiquity, like the early accounts of every 
nij^rton, truth is deeply involved in feble. They are 
ipdftly the compofrtion of bards, v^ho, agreeably to 
the genius ot poetry, reprefent fads in the lively, 
i/' " 6ut 
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but often deceitful coloutiiigs of imagination. The 
antiquities of Ireland have been difgraced by the , 
very improper ufe made of thefe materiafs* Hifto- 
rianS) even of our own time;*, by tpt feparating 
the true, or at hatt. the probable, frdm tKe ptodyc* 
tions of fancy, have induced aHbeKfcf that th?. 
t^^hole is a fiftion. ,.y' 

Ik the flight Iketch I will give you of 'tnis part 
of the fubjed, I defign to feledl thofe particulars, 
which, at leafl in refped to internal evidence, bear 
the ftrongeft marjks of authenticity. But, before we 
enter on the narrative, theri aire fome, things ^ith 
which you may wifh to be acquainted. The know- 
ledge of them will enable ypu more cleariy. to un- 
derftand what follows. 

Adieu. 

LET TE ft. ft/ 

UP ON the fame principle that age in an* indi- 
vidual commands refped, every nation in the 
world has been at pkins to trace back its origin to a 
remote antiquity Of this, among other examples, 
the conteft upon that point betwixt the Scythians, 
and Egyptians, recorded by Jultin, is axelefarated; 
inftance* From this Source of honor Ireland fairly 
claims, at leaft an adequate portion. The titli of f 
Lord of Ireland gave precedence-t6 Henry the Ftfth 
at»the Council of Cdnftance in preference -to th^ 
Ambaffador of France. Our records unammoifFy^ 
^gree that the IrifH derive their origin from ftft?- 
Phenicians, a colony of whom, they aflert, landed** 

C 3 irf 
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in Ireland a thoyfaod years before the biith of 
Chrift. 

T»ERE areftill remaining large pillars of . rude 
ftones placed ereft, on the top of which there arq 
fixed others in an inclined and horizontal pofitionr 
refpmbling the altars raifed by the Phenicians in ho- 
nor of their God Belus. Ii^ feveral parts of tha 
kingdom there are to be feen other monuments, 
and even to this day, certain cuftom? are retained 
among the native Irifti, which feeipt to pqii»t out 
pretty clearly pur antieht cpnnedtipn with this^ nati- 
tion. The opinion of our ^nnalifts concerning this 
point is powerfully ftrengthened by Sir Ifaac New- 
ton, who informs us in his (Chronology, that a nation 
of Iberians froni the borders pf the. Supine ancj 
Cafpiqtn Sea fettled antiently in Spain ; that the 
Phenicians, whQ,firft introduced arts and letters in- 
to Europe, ha^n.e*rly intercourfe with the Iberi- 
an Spaniards, a colony of whom, by the name of 
Scots, fettled in Ireland in the fourth age of the 
world. The period here nientioned co-incides re- 
markably with that afligned by our antiquarians tq 
the arrival of the Milefians in this country. r 

To Ireland, Scotland was indebted fpr it's firfl; 
inhabitants. Of the latter kingdom, Edward the 
Firft, as has been mentioned, deftroye^ the hifto- 
rical records. This fhamefuj a^t of tyranny, which 
fcarcely any remains of their antient literature fur- 
yived, obliged the Scotch antiquai;ies to have re- 
courfe to the records of this country, which taught 
them to acknowledge it as their parent ftate. ' At 
an early period, Ireland, from the Iljprian Scots, 
was called Scotia. 

In 



OF IRELAND: 7 

In the eleventh century, the government of the 
Pids in Scotland lyas deftroyed The Pias a colo- 
ny from us, were reunited to Ireland. Then it 
was that Scotland, formerly called Albania, firft re- 
ceived the denomination of Scotia Minor, to diftin- 
guifh it from which, this kingdom was called Scotia 
Major. King James the firft, in one of his fpeeches 
to the parliament, boafts of the Scottifti dynafty be- 
ing derived from that of Irelandf 

Some have aflerted that the ufe of letters was 
not known in Ireland until the times of Saint 
Patrick. This opinion is unfupported by any con- 
vincing evidence. The Jri(h is altogether dif- 
ferent from the Roman alphabet, with rcfpedt to the 
powers, the number, ajid the ftiudure of it's let- 
ters. It claims for it's origin the Celtae, from whom, 
as we are told by Ariftotle, the Greek^ borrowed 
their alphabet. Dodtor Raymond, our celebrated 
antiquarian, aflerts, that it is exa<5P^ the fame with 
the antient Celtic. He has given a fpecimen of the 
Lord's Prayer in both, where even a fuperficial ob- 
ferver muft perceive a ftriking fimilarity. The 
fame thing may be faid of the fpecimeris of the 
• Phenician, which is a dialedt of the Celtic, and the 
antient Irifti language publifhed by Lieut. Col. 
Charles Vallancey, to whofe diftinguifhed knowlege 
of our native tongue, and laborious refearches into 
the antiquities of this country, the curious in fuch 
matters are fo much indebted. Sir William Tem- 
ple fays, that the Celtic diatedt ufed by the natives 
of Ireland, is the moft original and unmixt lan- 
guage that yet remains in any part of Europe. - 

From 
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From the rudeft ftate arts advance forwards by 
progreffive fteps to perfection. At the period when 
the Irifti nation were acquainted with the ufe of 
letters^ which it is prcfeable was coeval with the 
landing of the Milefians, they could not have been 
quite uncivilized. 

Nothing can be faid with certainty in refpe^ 
to their earlieft writings, as no traces of them re^ 
main, except in monumental infcriptions, 

A FEW centuries after the Ghriftian ^ra when 
the ravages of the Goths and Vandals had extin^ 
•guiflied, elfewhere, the means of knowledge, and 
involved the other nations of Europe in the thickeft 
darknefs, Ireland, like Athens of old, was refbrt- 
ed to by foreigners as the only furviving repofitory 
of learning, At that period, feminaries of know- 
ledge were erefted ir^ feveral parts of the kingr 
dom. Learning was encouraged and cultivated^ 
more efpecially by the clergy, with a zeal almofl: 
approaching to enthufiafm. The falutary effedls of 
this were experienced beyond the limits of our own 
country. Our miflionarics pafled over to the conti- 
nent, where they were received with grateful appro- 
bation, and their labours in the honorable work of 
•communicating information, crowned with fuccefs- 

Hen RICK of Saint Germaine, who flouriflied in 
the reign of Charles the Bald, >yriting on this fub?- 
je6t, gives this flattering teftimony, " Why, 
^* afks he, (hould L mention Ireland? Almoft the 
" whole nation, defpifmg the dangers of th^ fea, re- 
** fort to our coafts^ with ^ numerous train of phi-^ 
*" lofophers''. We have the authority of Bede^ that 
"Dfwald, the Anglo-Saxon king, applied to Ireland for 

learned 
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4camed men to teach his people the principles of 
Chriffianity. li\ the feventh century, the' learning 
of the Irifti was celebrated fo highly in Europe, that 
the Emperor Gharles the Great honored them, ve-.. 
ry particularly, with his alliance and friendfhip, a 
memorial of which is preferred to this day in the 
paintings of the Royal Palace at Verfailles. 

But it muft be acknowledged, that the le^rnii^ 
of which we are fpeaking, had degenerated greatly 
-from the elegance and dignity of philofophy ; it was 
of that kind for which the monks of thofe days 
were diftinguiflied. The principal part of it conr 
fifted in the ftudy of the fdiolaftic philofophy, In 
thefe riiodem times our improvements in the feveral 
branches of literature have rifen to a much higher 
degree of perfeftion. Independent of their intrin- 
sic worth, the excellence of things is valued by 
comparifon. Even a faint light, if furrounded by 
d^rknefs, appears in a confpiguous point of view. 

Farewell. 

LETTER III. 

IF, notwithftanding all that has been written on 
the fubjecl, we have difficulty in forming a clear 
idea of the celebrated conftitutions of Athens and 
Sparta, it is not furpri^ng that we have not con^ 
veyed to us a diftinft knowledge of the old Irirti 
government. We are by no means, however, with- 
out light fu0icient to give us a general idea of it. 

When colonies emigrate they naturally in- 
troduce intQ their new fettlements the form of go* 
vernment to which they had been accuftomed in 
the parent |late. 

Accord- 
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Accordingly, the government eftablifhcd by 
the Milefians upon their arrival in Irela^id, was mo- 
narchical. It was a pentarchy correfponding r-o 
the principalities into which they originally divided 
the kingdom. 

At the head of the provincial kiftgs was placed 
a fupreme monarch, to whom they paid tribute as a 
jnark of fubjeftion ; in all other refpedks they were 
perfeftly indepeijdent. They governed their fub- 
jefts, made peace and war, and entered into trear 
des^ without control 

The throne, and all the fubordinate offices of ftate 
Were eledtive. By an original law of the coftituti- 
on the fucceflbr to the throne, to prevent the evife 
of anarchy, was eleded during the life of the 
reigning prince, and could be taken from no other 
family but that of Milefius. In their choice of a 
fovereign they had great rcfpedk for feniority ; but 
on fuch occafions, a regard to thofe qualifications 
neceffary for government, and ftill more for com- 
manding in war, was their leading principle. 

If the elder branch of the royal family had not 
arrived at his twenty fifth year, which, with them, 
was the age of maturity, if he laboured under any 
bodily infirmity or mental weaknefs, if he was 
chargeable with injuftice or cruelty, they rejected 
him and chofe a younger, perhaps a collateral 
branch, not difqualified by any of thefe imperfefti- 
ons. 

As the will of the people was the fource of pow- 
er, and there was no intermediate order to affift by 
it's authority in reftraining them within the proper 
limits of obedience to their prince, his influence, in 

times 
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tinje$ of peace was not fufficient for pr^ferving the 
public tranquility. OUam Fodlah, one of the 
wifeft of our Irifti kings, in order to fupport the 
intereft of his family and advance^ the welfare 
of his country^ endeavoured to redify this evil. He 
inftituted a fenatorial order, confifting chiefly of the 
druids moft dftingui(hed for learning, who were to 
Ije eleded in fuccefliqn every feven^h ye^r, and to 
affembie every third year at Teamor to enaft la\y§ 
and to regujaje the public; affairs in fuch a manner 
a3 to balance with an equal hand tl^e power of the 
king and that of their conftituents. But civil au- 
thority, added to the influence whit;h their profeffioQ 
as- litterati commaijde4 ii? the Hate, rendei^ed them 
too powerful for anfweYing the falutary purpofe of 
their inftitutign. Frpm the time of their appoint- 
ment, the privilege of choofing the prince eled or • 
Roydamna was veiled in thepi. Similar to this 
were the inftitutions of the provincial fovqreignties, 
but, in matters of general concern, they were fub? 
jeft to the control of the parliament of Teamon 
The commands of this great council were defigned 
to be abfolute over the whole nation, but, through 
the ambition of the kings and inferior chieftains, 
they were frequently difobeyed. It continued, 
without interruption, until the year five hundred 
and fixty. Havii\g becpme fubjedt to undue influ- 
ence, it was then fuperfeded, and did not meet until 
the council of Dromkeat, \x\ which the Irifh and the 
colonies of fids which had fettled in Scotland were 
reprefented. The tiipe of it'sfirft inftitution and. 
that of it's fi^al extindioji include eleven centuries. 

Each 
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Each king, in his own territories, was pofleflcd 
of the fupreme executive power. By his authority, 
a civil officer, to whom they ^ve the name of Bre* 
hon, adminiftred juflice. The brehons did not de- 
termine arbitrarily the caufcs which they adjudged ; 
there were certain fixed rules handed down by tra- 
dition, as the Englilh common law, and afterwards 
committed to writing by which they were guided 
in their decifions. 

Collections of thefe, in the Irifh language, 
are ftill extant, but as very few of them have yet 
been tranflated, I can fay nothing fatisfaftory in re- 
lation to them. We know however, that violations 
of the law were puniflied by the impofition of fines, 
proportioned to the kind and degree of the offence, 
a portion of which was paid to the judge and the 
remainder to the party aggrieved. In the fame pe- 
riod of civil fociety, a fimilar mode of compenfation 
for crimes has been adopted by other nations of 
Afia and Europe. The moft complete fubjef^ion 
to government is neceflary before the members of 
fociety will give up fo large a portion of their natu- 
ral rights as to permit even more flagrant afts of 
injuftice to be puniflied with the forfeiture of life. 
There are various tanfgreffions of law, more efpe- 
cially murder, for which a fine, either to individu- 
als more immediately injured, or the community, is 
by no means an adequate compenfation. Our mo- 
dern codes of criminal law are chargeable with the 
contrary extreme. To punifli the unfortunate- 
wretch with death who fteals a few fliillingrfor the 
fupply of his immediate neceffities, is a flagrant vi- 
olation 



OF IRELAND. 13 

olation of juftice and th^ common feelings of hu- 
mapity^ 

Adieu» 

LETTER IV. 

THERE is a circumftance which points out 
in a ftriking light, how tenacious the antient 
Irifli were of their political rights. Upon the elec- 
tion of a prince, one of the firft adts of his admi- 
niftration was to make a prefent to his people, as a 
mark o( his generofity and magnificence. They 
received it as an obligation, and confented to pay 
him a yearly tribute as a continued expreflion of 
their gratitude. 

The fenfe of dignity contained in this refined 
and delicate idea, of which perhaps no political 
tranfadtion in the world affords a fimilar inftancc, 
muft excite our admiration. One kind of tribute 
cojififted of provifions, and was defigned for the 
fupport of the king's houlhold. The quantity was 
f xadtly afcertained. From this tribute all the fepts 
connedted by confanguinity with the family of the 
prince, were exempted. Termon lands, or thofe 
wjiich Were fet apart for the fupport of the church, 
eiyoyed the fame privilege. Befides the king's dcr 
mefne, which contributed to .fupply the exigence of 
government, and the general tax above-mentioned, 
there were certain lands called Menfal, exempted 
from all common charges, the pofleffbrs of which 
were obliged to provide neceffaries for his table. It 
w^s ufual for the kings of Ireland to take a tour 
among the chieftains fubjed to their authority, to 

eadi 
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each of whom they made prefents, ih refurn foi 
which, they entertained him and his retinue for a 
certam time. 

Upon this cullom, which might in the begin- 
ning have been confidered by the chieftains as a 
mark of honor, were probably founded exactions 
moll grievous to the people. The example of fu- 
periors, if there be any thing in it which even re- 
motely may lead to evil, is ever attended with per- 
nicous eflfefts. The coftieririg 6f the chieftain on 
his followers, who by this cuftom, were compelled 
at a great expence, to entertain him and his atten- 
dants, his horfes and his dogs, Was exceedingly 
diftreffing. Nothing could be rriore tyrannical 
than the tax called Bonnaught, which the Lord; at 
difcrefion, irtpofed oh his dependants for maintain- 
ing a certain number of horfemeri and light armed 
foot. It was afterwards adoptecf by the Englifli 
and diftinguiftied by the name of Coigne and Live- 
ry; Befides this' dernarfd, which was occasional, 
four times a year the people Were fubjeft to" an ex-^^ 
aftion of a fimilar*kind.' 

In early times,* ever favourable to Liberty, th6 
prince retained no foldiers ; the number of fighting, 
men, with which he was provided by his fubjedts 
as the occafion might require, was the fole force oA 
which he relied, either for the-purpofe of making 
war upon others, or the defence of his territories. 
But, in default of this fervice, their lands were not 
forfeited to the crown, which was the cafe in thofe 
countries where the feudal conftitutioris were efta- 
bliflied. They did not hold them as military te- 
nures. Pehalties to excite the Irilh' to war were un- 

necefl&ry. 
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neceflary- Their kings were paffionately fond of 
glory. Very few inftances are recorded of their 
Surviving the difgrace of being conquered in the 
field of battle; To be crowned with the laurels of 
vidory was the darling objeft of their ambitfori. 
The feme love of war which animated the Irirti 
princes, infpired the chieftains, and was diffufed 
through evety order of the people, "to thFs objeft 
the education of their children was principally di- 
redled. From infancy, they were trained up to ab- 
ftiiience, and employed in fuch 6xercifes as tended 
to invigorate their bodily powefs and the faculties 
of the mind. Nothing was omitted negeflary to 
perfeft thent in the art of war. Very early, their 
names were entered in the military lift, and thofe of 
them* entitled to fuch a diftinction were inverted 
with the honours of knighthood, to animate them 
to glorious atchievnienfe. 

The Irifli, like their neighbours of Britain and 
Gaul, u(ed no fortificafions ; they confidered them 
as a coat of mail for cowards. If, on particular occa- 
fions, they fecured their camps, it was done in the 
flighteft manner, not as a fubftitute for courage, but 
to prevent the -enemy from furprifing then* by a 
fiidden attack. 

Wi TH -a martial cry, to intimidate the eftemy and 
roufe in their own breafts a quick and violent iftipulfe 
of courage, they began the onfet in battle with the 
utmoft impetuofity ; if repulfed in the attack, 
which is a very remarkable circumftance, they ral- 
lied with coolnefs and dexterity. 

They madie life of chariots in early times. 
Thefe gave place to infantry, which they found tcr 

be 
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be mbre ferviceable, and on whom they placed tiieif 
chief dependance. It confifted of t^o forts, heavy 
and light armed. The former^ called Gallowglafles, 
fought with a helmet, a coat of mail and a battle- 
axe. Each of them, when he entered his corps^ 
was obliged to fwear that.^he would not defert his 
ftandard. The fecond clafsj or Kearns, were 
lightly armed with miiTive weapons artd a fword. 
The Kearns were fond of their fword even to en-* 
thufiafra. 

One of thefe, after a battle, in which he receiv- 
ed four wounds, exprelfed his gratitude to heaven 
that the wounds had been infliftcd on himfelf, and 
not upon his fword, the edge of wImcH, to his 
great joy, was Uninjured. 

Adteu. 

L E T T E R Vi 

DRtflDS were an order of men highly diftin-^ 
guiftied in the ftate. You have feen that 
they were priefts, poets, lawgivers, judges and phi- 
lofophers. From Caefar and Tadtus we learn that 
they were not peculiar to this courttry. There 
were perfons in whom the fanie profeffions^ were 
united, in Germany and Gaul, and probably, in- 
deed, among alt the Celtic nations. 

Their refpe^ve offices in this country are ac- 
curately diftinguilhed by Mr^ Beauford. They 
were divided into two clafles^ facred etad civil It 
was the office of the firft to ftudy and explain the 
doArines of religion, as well as to prefdribe the 
rites and ceremwiies belonging: to it. They like- 
wife 
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tvife Ihidied the more fuHime fciences of philo- 
ibphy. Thefe were properly called Druids. With 
refpedl to the fecond order, thofe who confined 
themfeives to poetry obtained fhe title of Bards^ 
from whom were taken the civil officers, who a£ted 
in the capacity of brehons, or judges. The Fileas 
were thofe whofe poetic compofitions entirely re* 
lated to common life and manners* Such as made 
genealogy the particular fubjeA of their ftudies 
were, in latter times, called Senachies. But thefe 
ifeveral clafles were generally included in the com* 
mon appellation of bards* 

Besides the other duties of their profeffion, the 
bards adted as heralds. Cloathed in white flowing 
robes, and accompanied by the muficians, they 
inarched with the chiefs at the head of their armies 
to battle, which they animated by martial ftrain$, 
fung to the mufic of the harp. They fung alfo 
the panegyric of their heroeis who were flain in the 
field. This tribute of honor and the perfbrmance 
of their funeral rites was thought neceffary^ in carder 
that their fouls might be admitted into the abodes 
of happinefs. 

The fpirit of their poetry was-fimple, affeding 
and animated. Gradually it's excjeflence was cor- 
rupted by falfe ornaments, Even in it's degenerate 
ftate and of a fpecimen which he had feen of it in 
a tranflatipn, Spencer fays, ^^ that it favoured of 
^ fweet wit and ^pod invention/* The bards were 
the compofers not only of poetry but of mufic. 
Cambrenfis declares that of all nations, the Irifti 
excel, beyond all comparifon, in mufical compofi- 
tions. Their power over the different paflions of 

Vol. I. D the 
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tht hmrttm mind ccxtfirm this account of their me-: 
fit. . Whtii the ihuficians, in general the attendants 
of thje bards, played ^upon the harp their fnartial 
ftrains, diey nerved with courage the arm of the hfeiro 
tnd animated turn to battle; when they touched 
their affefting notes, they filled the heart with 
fympithbtic forroW, and when they played their 
inilder ftrains^ they baniihed care from the foul and 
lulled it into a ftate of peaceful tranquility. Some 
Irifti tunes of the prefent time are acknowledged 
to hiiv€;great rnerit by thofe who have a mufical 
car and are jtidges of harmony .> 

•iTHfi. letters made ufe of by our antient. bards 
ivere 6f twd kinds.. The trie was intelligible which 
tbdy ufed in tlieir compofitions on the common oc- 
;©uj?rence*s 6f fife- The other was miied with liiero- 
j^lyphlc^.* In tfas, thfey treated of the laws, philo- 
sophy a>id religion* There were ciertain fublimc 
tenths 0t Myfleries in thefe fubjeAs which they 
tiiought" it neceffary to conceal from' the people. 
Npne were to be acquainted with them but fuch as 
-were initiatied rntb the fedrets of then: order.' Thfe 
poems,, laws and learnirig 6f the Bards Were not 
<x>mmi tted ta writing until the fecond century. 

As they Werd therepofitory of all the branches 
of knowledge then uiiderftood, . as they filled im- 
portant departments in the flate, and to their karn- 
ing and authority, added the charms of poetry and 
of mufic, it is not furprifmg that their influence 
with. the people was very confiderable. To their 
, immortal honor, this influence wajs uniformly exert- 
ed in oppofition to tyranny and in fupport of the 
privileges of their "cCuntry, (Jertain porfions of 

, land 
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famd -were, by order of die fta«e, fet apari for the 
fiifafiftencc of iht bards/ and, m aft civil commoti- 
ons; their perfons and property were facred. 

^ Farewell. 

t k t t t k VI. 

Tii^KE were two iai?fs df the old Irifli, of 
great innportance in tHfeh: political fyfkm, 
<hat of Taniftry and <5ave^ki^e. Thefe tnuft be 
explained; In ise^pedt. to the firft, you will recolleft, 
tliat during the life of Ae reigning pirtnce, a perfon 
Was aJways chbfen, who, at Ks tfeccafe, fucceed- 
ed to the ihrone. Roydtaina was^^B title of dif- 
tiriaion: 

Iv At ficrhe maflner and wiA the fame powers, 
ill ati inferiour degree, a' Ibcccffor was appointed to 
eadi cliiefjain^ His title wi^s that of Tahift. If 
qualified for the office, the eldeft fon, 6r fenibr of 
the fiumly was jflefted, but iiot otherwife. The 
Tanift commanded the fept, In time of war, and 
adrrumfter^d juftice, in tinrt of peace, by a fub- 
ftitute or brdion. This law prevailed among the 
Celtic nations, and thofe who were fubjeft to the go- 
vemirient of fhe finidal inftitutions.; . 

GAVEL-ki-Nfi Tefpeifted the diftribution dt land 
among the feveral branches of each Sept. If a ^- 
ther, who was the head df any of thefe branches, 
dtiring life, divided bis property, he gaVe to each 
fon an equal ftiate, referving to himfelf the manfi- 
on houfe and dcmefne, with a fmall chief rent; to 
command refpeft and ^preferve the advantages to 
which he was entitfed in reverfion. 

Da ' Should 
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Should the d'mfioh not be made uiltil after his 
death, the head of the fept diftributed his land 
among the family in the fame mitnner as hfe would 
have done, had he made the partition during his 
life. 

But the kind of gavel generally obferved was, 
when the pro|metor of a part of a divided inheri- 
tance, derived from any Wanch of a &pt, held it 
only whilft all his co-partners furvived ; upon the 
death of aiiy of them, he was bbliged to call his 
ihare mto the common ftocfc, out of which he re-^ 
ceived back again a new portionr 

Women, at firft, were^iot permitted to inherit, 
^, in the proprietors of land, the^overment had a 
particular regard to the qualifications requifite in 
war; When the male iffue failed, in one branch of 
a fept, the lands belonging to it reverted to another, 
or to the common chief of the whole tribe. Wo- 
men were allowed to inherit when kings no longer 
commanded their armies in perfoai, but difcharged 
that duty by fubfiitutes* 

A sT^iclr obfervance of the law of primogeni- 
ture^ by raifing up to jx)wer one part of a family 
and depreffing another, is moft unfriendly to Liber- 
ty. The cuftqm of gavel kine, the oppofite ex- 
treme, was attended alfo with the worft confequen- 
ces. It multiplied the divifions of land, and en- 
creafed, in proportion, the branches of each tribe, 
Vhich, in confequence of their number, and of 
courfe, the interference of their interefts and their 
pafTions, were perpetually difturbing, by their quar- 
rel^ the public tranquility. Befides, it was an ene- 
my to the improvement of the country, for who 

would 
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would be at pains to cultivate land which his chil- 
dren might not be permitted to inherit, knd that a 
perfon might poffefs after him, to whom, perhaps 
Tie was an utter ftranger. 

In each tribe, the individuals retained the name of 
the principal chieftain of the fept. The fumame of 
the fept feparated from Jihe Chriftian name, as 
O'Neil, CDonnel, O'Brien, was his title of honor. 

Th£ lower clafs of the people being in a ftate of 
villainage had no property, They belonged to the 
foil which they cultivated, and were transferrect 
with it, at the pleafure of tteir matters. 

LETTER' Vir, 

THE antient political hlftitutions of this coun- 
try were very impcrfedt and all endeavours 
lo improve them were Infufficient. The members 
of a ftate (hoiild always cohflder themfelves^ more 
intimately related to it and be mote folicitous to 
promote it's intereft than that of any partial con- 
nedtion. It was moft unfortunate for Ireland, that 
the nation was divided into a number of fepts whofe 
views and afFedlibns were almoft entirely confined 
within the circle, of their own private concerns. 
The diftindtion of tribes, fo natural in the early pe- 
riods of foclety, was perpetuated in this country 
and in many others, by the laws of taniftry and of 
gavel kine. Goffipred and the cuftom of giving 
out their children to be nwfed by fofterers, which 
prevailed among the Irifli, ftrengthened copfidera- 
bly the perfonal attachment by which the members 
«f the tribes were united. In proportion to the in- 

D 3 timate 
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timate connedkion dial fi*fificd araoog the kwii^i- 
duals of each fept, it was alienated in uSt&jon 
from the other fcpts, and indifferent wiA regard to 
the general welfare- The feveral tribe$ were ex- 
ceedingly jea^us of their independance. Moft te- 
Racious of their rij^ts, and ftrongly addtdied to the 
paflipns of pride and refmtn^pnt, thry were almoA 
perpetually at variance./ihe ityury of an indivi- 
dual enflamed the pafiipns of )m relatives and 
firiendfi. The whole tribe, of which he wa3 a mem- 
ber, caught the flame, ^oterc<l into \nn refentment, 
and, flying to arms, retaliated upon the offender 
and all bis connections. The lives of thoufends 
were the viftims of a fingle trafffgreffion. Love of 
glory, which animated the breaft of the monarchy 
was diffufed through the fevetiil ranks into die heart 
of the inferiour chieftain. Thi$ paffion was highly 
gratifc4 by the renown acquired in wlitary at- 
' chievmentiS, Hence wer^ multiplied th^ calamities 
of war. Frefjuwtly^ when the fucceflor to the. 
throne was ele^d, the eld^r bwranch of thi? royal- 
family was rcjedked \>^ciW^ not of foffici^nt sigc. 

It often happenfd^ that when arrived i>t maturity 
he todc up arms to exclude the poflefl^r &Qm the 
throne, which he confidered as hi^ naturdl ri^t. 
Many of the w^rs record^ in the an^iaia of Ireland 
flowed from thi$ caufe- In a variety of other in- 
fiances, the rules of ele^ion jxefcribed for the choice 
of the monarch and provincial kings^ wer§ violated 
Refentment or ambition, fupported by p<Ow$r, defpir- 
fed legal reftraints and trampled on the principlea 
of the conftitution. The exaft balance of power, 
in the different members of the ilate, which is their 

great 
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great bond of imioii, was wanting. Even in times 
of ccMnmon danger, it was extremely difficult to 
prevail with the tribes to aft in concert, though 
their difunion was highly prejudicial to the pjubfic 
fafety. The endeavours of the great ajfembly of 
Teamor to eftablift order were feeble, frequently 
ineffedual. Government was unable 16 c6ntrci 
the rage of contending chiefirains, who, infenfifele to 
honor and the love of their country, on noany ocJca* 
fions, affifted a foreign enemy, for 'the fake of gra- 
tifying their private paflTions- ' 

' Farewell 

L E T T E H Vm. 

THE druids were the mi^aifters of religion. The 
fiicred truths in which they iaftrufted' the 
people were thofe of the Gelt«,.whofe religious fen- 
timents, as appears ftqnii the concurring teftimony 
of anticnt authors, were derived. from the patri-r 
archs. The Greeks and Rcwnaiis urorihipped in 
magnificent temples ; qur Irifti ancefto'rs, leis often- 
tatious in their pious exercifes, prefented their de- 
votions to the One Supreme God, in confecrated 
groves. They adopted the. opinion of Fytikagoras, 
with refpcft to the tranfmigration of the foul, and' 
believed that virtue and vice would receive hcrcaf-* 
ter their merited recompenfe. Ail their rites an4 
ceremonies were fimple and unadorned. W<5 arc 
told, that about a hundred years after the arrival of 
the colony from Spain, their religion was CQrrupted 
with idolatry. From that period, the knowledge^ 
and reverence of the Supreme Being werf infenfibly 

loft 
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loft in the multiplicity of imaginary divinities who 
became the objedks of their worfliip. The fylvan 
Gods prefided over the woods; every hill, moun- 
tain and valley, every fountain and ftream was fur- 
ni(hed with it*s prefiding deity. They offered their 
devotions even to rude ftones. This is not furpri- 
fing when we confidcr the gods that were worlhip- 
ped by the moft poliflied nations of antiquity • 
Apollo^ or the Sun was their favourite divinity. 
Grineus Was an antient claffical name of their Gqd 2 
It is remarkable that Griaii is one of his appellati- 
ons in the Irifli language. He was recognifed alfo 
under the name of Bel, who, very probably, was 
the fame with Belus the Qele^brated Gck} of the Phe- 
nicians. 

When the Irifli c6mrtxitted the feed to the earth; 
in fpring, they facrificed to the Sun, as he then dif- 
pels the dreary colds of winter, beautifies the face 
of nature, and with his enlivening rays is the great 
principle of life to the vegetable creation. They fa- 
crificed to him, at midfummer, that he might bring 
to maturity the fruits of the earth ; and, at Novem-» 
ber, when they were fafely got in, they prefented to 
him a facrifice of thankfgiving. Of thefe, the fa-r 
crifice at midfummer is preferved in the fires which,^ 
at that feafon, are ftill regularly lighted up by the 
natives. The druids, whofe influence with the peo- 
ple was almoft irrefiftible,- are faid to have been the 
corrupters of religion, Cormac, fo famous in Irifli 
ftqry, faw with much concern the idolatrous prafti-. 
fes of the nation. He laboured to reform them. 
But in vain. The druids confpired againft him^ 
He was fecrificed to their refentment for endea-., 

vouring 
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vouring to imprefs the people with a perfaafion d[ 
the unity and perfeftions of God. 

About four- hundred and thirty years after the 
birth of Chrift, his religion was preached with re- 
markable fuccefs in Ireland, It made fuch confi* 
derable progrefs among the people that in a fliort 
time, it's pure and fublime dodrines were complete- 
ly eftabliflied upon the ruiaa of ignorance, idolatry 
and fuperftition, 

L E T T E R IX. 

TH E antient Irifli had a law which appears to 
have been peculiar to them, to the Egyptian^ 
and to the Indians. All the learned profeflions arid 
the different arts were among them heriditary, Asi 
it frequently happens that the fon does not like 
the employment of his father and has not the feme 
mental powers, this rule was a violation of nature - 
and tended to obftrudt the improvement of fcience 
as well as of ufeful occupations. This law however 
admitted of exceptions. Uncommon genius broke 
through this reftraint and was pernpiitted to choofc 
the profeflion in which nature dgfighed it fhoud be 
diftinguiflied* 

Some pretend that the'arts flouriftied in Ireland, 
even from the earlieft period. This Idea has juft the 
fame propability as the poliflied manners afcribed 
to the antient Calidonians, in the poems of Offian: 
The colony which arrived from Spain brought with 
them the ufe of letters ; they could not tfierefore be 
quite uncultivated, but they were by rio means in 
a poliflied ftatc, The poUfh of fociety and the pro^ 

grefs 
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grefs of the arts keep equal pace. There could 
have been but little knowledge of the arts when 
tools and iiiftruments ^^e made of ftone, and ar- 
rows of flint. Such inftruments have been frequent- 
ly difcovered in thi$ country. 

The houfes of the Irifh were firft made of wood 
pr the branches of trees ; afterwards, neceffity point- 
ed out the addition of green turf, or of clay wrought 
into mortar, with a roof covered with ftraw or 
ruflies ; and in this rude ftate did they continue for 
many ages. The church of Saint Kianan, built in 
the fixth century, wfis the firft ftrufture of fto^c 
erefted in the kingdom. Much has been faid of 
the magnificence of tlje palace pf Tarah, the anti- 
ent refidence of our Irifh kings. The authqr of th<2 
Philofophical Survey, who examined the ruins* of it, 
aflerts, that it never could have been a building of 
much confequence. A regard to fafety obliged the 
Irifli early to coUeil themfi?lves into villages. Thefe 
confifted of huts irregularly difpofed, and placed at 
a convenient diftance for the fake of fubfiftence. 
Our anceftors were i^lain in their drefs ; a long beard 
was a great ornament. But the higheft pbjeft of 
their vanity or ambition was the privilege of wear- 
ing a variety of colours, as that was a principal 
jnark of dignity. Next to the fuprennte monarch, 
thbfe who were entitled to difplay fix colours pof- 
feffed the firft place of hono^. This diftinftion 
produced greater emulation, and commanded more 
refpedk than our modern ftars and garters, and all 
the fplendid trappings of E^ftem magnificence. 
The manners of the Irifh were fimple.^ They were 
frank, open-hearted, amorous, proud^ much given 

tf) 
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to Fefcntment : Their paffipns were quick snd vio- 
lent. No people m the worM. were m^e diftitv- 
guiihed by warmth of afffftion. They were ex- 
treracly hofpitable. A Brehon law e>cprefsly for- 
bids, that any fept Ihould break up fiiddenly, left the 
traveller m'^ht be <|tfeppomted of Ms expedled cii- 
tertainment. 

Those aiBOfig them of a Iqwer.dafs, claimed 
hofpitatity, almoft as a perfect right. Their focial 
temper frequently produced convivial entertam- 
ments, which were accompa^ed by fports and paf- 
times. Thefe, we are told, ^yere enlivened by con* 
certs of mufic, in- which they ^ng the glories of pa- 
trtotifm, and the praifes of their diftinguiflied he- 
roes. But often, on fuch occafiohs, the benevolent' 
feelings which promoted thefe friendly meetings 
were forgotten. Exceft gave rife to difputes, andf 
difputes to quarrels, that generally ended in biood- 

Po jL Y G A M Y , in th^ opinions of fe veral of our au- 
thors, was in ufe with the antient Irilh. The learn- 
ed and ingenious Mr. O'Connor is of a diflfereat 
opinion. Many of the nations of antiquity burned; 
the old inhabitants of Ireland, buried their dead. 
Agreeably to the cultera of the Greeks and Ro- 
mans, public mourners attended the celebration of 
their funerals, to heighten the folemnity by cx- 
preffions of forrow. The Irilh cry remains to this 
day. 

They were, ingeneral, of a tall ftaturo, well made, 
of a robuft conftitution, and patient of cold and hun- 
ger. Two creagbts travelling, when the fields were 
covered with fnow, were overtaken by the night ; 
Upon going to ileep, one of them made a roll of 

fnow 
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fnow for his pillow : ^* for fliame fays his compani- 
on, are you grown effeminate V* Few nations re* 
tained their peculiar cuftoms and manners fo long 
as the Irifti. Four centuries, they continued, in this 
refpe£t, pretty much the fame. Their infulur (itua- 
tion exempted them from invafion and an intercQurfe 
with ftrangers. Until the invafion of the Danes, 
which did not happen for more than feven hun- 
dred years after the birth of Chrifl^ they had fel- 
dom feen the face of a foreign enemy. Ireland re-^ 
mained fafe from the conquering fword of the Ro- 
mans, whilft tl^e other Jcir^doma <if Europe .were 
fubdued by their arms, 

It was neceflary to give you this goieral Idea of 
the cuftoms and manners of the Irifti, by way tyP 
intro^uftion. They will be more p^rticulafly'ex^ 
plained in the couf fe of the Hiftory. 

I, E T T E il X. 

SO very remote a period as that prior to the arrival 
of our Milefiai^i ^uiceftors muft be. involved in • 
darknefs ; however, the moft probable account of 
the firft inhabitants of this country, is, that a colo- 
ny of the Celtae having emigrated from Gaul to 
Britain and not finding that fituation agreeable to 
their wilhes, pafied over to Ireland, in hopes of a 
more favourable fettlement. Here they lived un- 
difturbed until about the year of the world nineteen 
hundred and fifty^ when Partholan, expelled from 
Greece, on account of his ambition, arrived in this 
country with a thoufand folk>we;rs. A battle was 
foyght betwixt the two rival powers, , in which the 

Partholanis 
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Parthokns obtained a compleat viftory. The fame 
good fortune attended their arms in* an engagement 
with the Femorians, the next invaders of the ifland. 
Great numbers of the enemy were killed, who were 
permitted to lie in the field of battle unburied ; a 
dreadful peftilence enfued that fwept off, it i<faid, 
^very human creature in the kingdom which thus 
became once more uninhabited. 

None of the accounts of tWs period can be reli- 
ed upon with certainty. Thirty years after the ex- 
tin6kion of the Partholans, as we are informed, Ne- 
medius, of the lame country and defcended from 
the fame original^ with a thouland and twenty men, 
made adefcent upon Ireland, but his followers were 
obliged to defert the kingdom, in confequence of a 
iquarrel that arrfe betwixt them and certain pirates 
whkh he had unfortunately brought in his train- 
Accounts fay, that in the year two thoufand five 
hundred and three their defcendants, called Fir- 
bolgs, to the number of five thoufand, under five 
leaders, landed in this country, where they were 
fecurely eftabliflied. The government of thefe peo- 
ple kfted about forty years, and was then overturn- 
ed by another colony known by the name of Dam- 
nonii, or Tuatha de Danans, who were fuppofed to 
be {pruug likewife from the fame family with Ne- 
mediui^, Thefe, it feems, brought with them the 
celebrated Stone of Deftiny on which fo many of 
our Irifli kings were crowned. Our hillorians in- 
form us, that in the time of Edward the Firft it was, 
by his order, removed to London and placed under 
the inauguration chair in Weftminfter Abbey. The 
Damnonians, on landing, determined either to con- 
quer 
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<}uer or to die, (tt fire to' their (hip^, attacked the 
Fir-bolgs, or, as they were Kfcewifc called, on ac- 
count of their fuppofed original, the Belgae, whom 
they routed with great (laughter. Breas was the 
firfl king of the Danaah raqe. He reigned, we are 
told, but twenty years,, when he, was, dethroned by 
iu^ brother Nuad,^ to whom, as the chief of the co- 
lony,' the fpverejgnty of right belonged. Amcmg 
others to whom: Bre£s applied for aififtja^nce, on the 
prefent occafion, were the Belgf^' who had been bar 
m(btd from the kingddm; In conjundion with 
them^ an ^hftinate battle was fon^ht foy thefe com- 
petitors for royalty; Breas wts killed, the Danaans 
Were viiSsbrioui^,^ afiti Nuad reigned mthout a rival. 
We are lioW a.rrived at a period when Ugjit be- 
gms f o break in upon the Irifh hifibrian, but he 
rouft proceed with caution ; the Accbutits on which 
he dcpettds for information, are, for a feries of 
years, involved in fable. If he does not^ moft care- 
fully difcriminate, hii^ reader cartr teiseiv^ no in- 
ftruAioo. 



LETTER ki 

AC O L O NY from Phenicia, fay the Irifli re- 
cords, which bad emigrated to Spain, defir- 
ous of a better Settlement, having heard favourable 
accounts of Ireland, fcnt Ith,^ oiie of their leaders, 
to obtain more certain informaticm. Upon landing,- 
Ife found the country occupied by the Damnonians, 
and that thrcfe brothers i>( that nation, jointly pof- 
^fed the, throne. A difference at that turie fubfifted 

among 
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among tfaefe jprinceS. Ith was introducd id them. 
They chofe Mm for umpire and he decided the con- 
teft {o tlieir liiutual fatisfadkidn. Struck with the 
fruitful appearance of the couhtry, he fpoke of it in 
term^ of praife. This excited the fufpiciori of the 
brothers that ne might conceivfe againft it fome un- 
favourable defignSi 'f^hey refolved to avert the 
danger. Upon flie departure of Ith, one of them 
purfued him with a fuperiour force. An engagement 
enflied, in which Ith was mortally wounded. Mis 
followers made good their retreat and! efcaped to 
their (hips; When intelligence of this tranfadtion 
reacted their countrymen in Galicia, they refolved to 
invade Ireland with a force fufficient riot only for 
gratifying their rcfentmerit, but affed^ing a fecure 
eftablilhment in the kingdom. Accordingly, they 
landed fiere with. a confiderable number of men, 
about the year of the world two thoufund fevcn 
hundred and thirty fix. They are called Milefians^ 
as the principal leaders, in this expedition, were the 
Tons of Mielius; Betwikt them and the prefent? 
peffel&rs of the ifland, an obftinate engagement 
foliowed* A decifive yi^pry, in favour of the 
invaders, gave them the foyereignty of Ireland. 
The dates relating to fo remote a period,' 
muft be very uncertain ; but we are told that the 
government of tTie Damnbnians had klled a hun- 
dred and ninety five years. The furviving fons of 
Milefius were H^ber, Hcremon and Amergln- In 
the two former of thefe, feperatcly, the fovcreign- 
ty of the nation was vefled. With refpedt to the 
manner in which the kingdom was divided betwixt 
them, authors are of different fentiments. Mr. 

O'Halioran 
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O'Halloran fuppofes that Leinft^r and Miinfter were 
the portion affigned to Heber, the eldeft fon of Mi- 
lefius^ and that Heremon had, for his divifion, the 
provinces of Ulfter and Connaught. The former^ 
it is thought, had the title of Supreme Monarch. 
A diftribution of the lands, agreeably to their ref- 
peiftive fictions, was made among the followers of 
thefe princes, to whofe defcendaftts the choice of 
the principal fovereign was confined, by an exclufive 
law of the conftitution. The appointment of 
Amefgin was that of Arch-Druid, or, prefiding mi- 
nifter, in the refpedlive departments of Poetry, 
Law, Philofophy and Religion* 

Matters, in the beginning, were thus amicably 
adjufted. But the public tranquility was foon in- 
terrupted . A difpute arofe betwixt tht two royal 
brothers* There was a beautifiil valley in one of 
the territories of Heremon. The wife of Heber, 
who appears to have been a' very ambitious woman, 
made a point of it with her hufband that he would 
demand it from his brother. He complied, but, 
as he might have expetled, was not gratified in his 
defire. This produced a quarrel, which was decided 
on the plains of Geifol, where Heber loft his life, 
and left, Heremon fole monarch of the kingdom. 
But, for fome time, his government was very 
much difturbed by the adherents of the deceafed 
prince, who had recourfe to arms, in vindication of 
the rights of his family. Several battles were 
fought, in one of which, the monarch loft Amergin, 
his only furviving brother. In fome time, the pub- 
lic tranquility was reftored. The firft interruption 
to It was occafioned by an invafion of the Pifts, 

emigrants 
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emigrants from Thrace, who, in fcarch of a new ha-» 
bitation, landed with fcMrte troopfi en the eaftern 
coaft o£ Ireland. Heretnon cjterted Wmfelf with 
vigour. Utiabfe to contend with his fuperiour power^ 
tlie Pidls, tnftead of procuring an eftablifhment, 
were compelled to foe to him for peace. 

Their reJijueft was complied with upon the con** 
diticm that they (hould evacuate the kingdom, and 
look for a fettlement elfewhere. They wanted 
wives. Heremon permitted them to marry a num-* 
ber of Irifli females with whom they removed to 
riic Hebrides and the Northern parts of Scotland^ 
Hare they were eftabliftled and encreafed confide* 
r^ly. By their warlike ^Stpkrits, in which they re* 
ccived afliftance from their Irifli auxiliaries, they 
afterwards made« diftinguiihed figwe in the Hifto** 
ry of Britain. 

Adieu, 

LETTER XIL 

UPON the death of H^temon, the firft Irifh 
monatdi bf the Milefian ra<ie^ his three fons 
afcended the throiie. To preveitt cotitention, they 
agreed to re^n a year each, alternately. At the 
end of threie ycars^ one of them died a natural 
death; the oither two were llain in the battte of Ard 
by the forts of Heber wh6 reigned but a year, at 
the elcpration of that tinle they were flain by Iria^ 
of the Heremofrian line. Viftory placed the crown 
«pon his head, which, for tefi years, he >frore with 
diilinguirtied hohor. The country being m a very 
tmcuhivajted itate, we are told that he paid great 
tittenfion, to it*s improvement. I Ihall not trouble 
Vol* L E you 
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you with aiiy thing concerning thofe of our ancient 
kings, of whom, feparate from the delufions of fable^ 
nothing is recorded except their names, fome trifling 
circumftances of their reign and the manner of their 
(Jeath. The third in fuccelBon to Irial, was Tighe'r- 
mafs. All our antiquaries agree, that it was in the 
reign of this prince, that idolatry was firft fubfti- 
futed in place of the amiable fimplicity of the anci- 
ent worfhip) which had for it's objedk the unity and 
perfections of the Great Firft Caufe» 
» I» titiis ftameful abufe of the power is of the un- 
^erftiaftdkig^ in a mattef of fuch infinite importance 
to humail happinefs,. Tightrmafs appears to have 
been ari adivc inftrurtlent We are told, that he 
commended altars to be erected in honor of' thefe 
fiftitious divinities^ by which religion was difgraced 
in the heathen world* 

Th^ government of Achy, the immediate fuc* 
ceflbr of Tighermafs, was diflinguiflied by a fmgular 
inftitution before mentioned. It related to thofe 
honours conneded with the diftinftion of colours. 
By this law, foldiers and thofe of a lower clafs were 
commanded to wear bjut a fmgle colour. Military 
officers of a lower t>rder were permitted to wear two 
colours ; commanders of battalions three ; a gentle* 
man four ; the nobility and military kni^ts five ; 
the bards, and tliofe diftinguifhed for learning, fix, 
which number the king himfelf could not exceed. 

We have certain external marks of honor of this 
kind. It would perhaps be conducive to the public 
.^ood^ if the different ilations were better diftihguifti- 
ed by the outward appearance, 3.nd, particularly^ if 
the drefs derigne4 to command refped were con^ 
nested 
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nefked with teal merit and not. the gratification of 
vanity and pride 

APTfeR feveral princes, who reigned in fucceffion 
to Achy, all of whom, through the ambition of the 
times, died a violent d^ath, the celebrated OUani 
Fodlah, a defeendant of Ir^ was eledted monarch. 
His reign, unlike thofe which preceded^ was peaceful 
and happy. To eiftabjifli order ahd pay attention 
to the w:elfarc of his fubjedts, was the great objedt of 
his ambition and his diftinguilhecl glory. At a period, 
when the more viplent paffibns were little fubjeft 
to conti-olj when private ityurf^s were fo extenfive 
m their influence, and each inferipur chieftain thoHght 
himfelf privileged to make W^r upbn his fovfereign at 
pleafure^ courage was a quality jabfolutely neceffary to 
preferve the rights of individuals and of fociety. 
Therefore OUami to excite this virtue and cherifli in 
his oifieers €ind m perf<5ris:of <lifl:in<aion ^ fpirit of 
emulation, inflfituted, ^ .fet of heralds^ ivhofe office 
it was to affign . to each of them a <joat of arms. 
This being emblazoned on, his banner j dif played in 
the field of battle and bn all great occafionis which 
Were a teft of his magnanimity^ ferved to dillin- 
guifli bim from x)thers and to place him in the moft 
.confpicuous point of view. Th^ merit or dcftierit 
of his adions being thiis publiokly khown, they were 
k fubjeftof praifcor difpriife tb tife* bards, whofe 
particular office it was to. tfanfrtiit them, in their 
proper cblourSj to pbfterity. 

But that which chiefly fignalizisd the reign of 
Ollam was an improvemeiit of government, ' which 
has been already briefly explained. To limit the 
ppwer of the king, who in war .was abfolute,' and to 
.curb the licentioufnefs of the people, whidi in peace 

E :% required! 
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required feftraint, this wife prinde mftltuted an or^ 
der of fenators, who, aS it appears, wfere their repre- 
fcntatives. By royal fummons, tliis aflembly at* 
tended by the nobility the judges and learned of thei 
'^nd, met every third year at Teamor, or Tarah, \fi 
the county of Mfeath, where the monarcii, in gene* 
tal reiided. We are told that when this greiat coSi^ 
cil was convened, previous to their entering upon 
bufmefe, tfcey fat ctewn to ^ fumptuous entertain* 
ment, which, for the "piirpofe t)f promoling civilt* 
ly and mutual affcftion, was continued fi5t daySi 
When this erided, the obje<St of the iheeting eriga^ 
ged their attention* The monarcH iifcended the 
throne furrounded by tihe provincial kings, the no- 
bbles, Senators and all others who compofed the af* 
fen>bly. The laws were theft revifed. Improper laws 
were repealed, others enacted as the ftate required ; 
public offenders were puniflied, IffixJ quarrels corn- 
pofed which tended to affe<5t the public tranquility. 
Here alfo alliances were formed and every thing 
fettled telating to peace and wiar. Whatever refpec- 
ted'the intereft of the kingdom at large, Was a par- 
ticular objedt of attentbn* It is faid tWt the pub- 
lic records of the kingdom were carefully revifed 
on this occafion. The king had power of appoint- 
ing tlie officers both civil and military and of par- 
doning criminals, but the ditpofal of the national 
militia was in the hands of the parHament of Tarah* 
To maintain their dignity and to prevent their deli^ 
derations from being interrupted, afts of violence 
done to any of the members whilft the meeting con-* 
tinued could not be pardoned. We fee that this 
council exercifed not only legiflative but executive 
power. Thefe ftxould be always veiled in different 

orders 
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orders of the ftatc; but, liad the fpirit of the times 
admitted of fubordination, and the decifions of the 
aflembly or parliament, of Tarah been regularly ^ 
obeyed, it would have been ptoduftive to the toaK ' 
tion of. excellent efFedts. 
,Wb have already mentioned, that the offices of 
,« heralds, praftitloners in phyfic, bards and muficianS 
were hereditary among the ancient Irifti. Olkm <- 
figned them lands for their fupport ; but he confin- 
ed thefe employments to refpedable famiKas, nof 
would he permit the eldeft fpn to fucceed to them, 
tmlefs he was alfo the moft accomiiKflied. Me like- 
wife eftablifhed a famous femmary at Tarah, for th* 
educatidh of youth. This prince defcended with honor 
to the grave having governed Ireiaiid twenty years^ 

LETTER XIH. 

TO fecure the crown to his family was otie great 
objea of the policy of OUam, In this inno* 
vation upon the conltitution there was an improper 
mixture of private views, but, with refpeft to the 
conftitution, it was certainly an ioiprovement. A 
competition for the throne, amtdft a variety of con- 
tending rivalr, was a perpetual fourc^ of contention 
extremely prejudicial to the public tranquility. Poli- 
tical inftitutions in an age of viblence wer€ of little 
avail. Siort wa^ the conttntiance of the government 
in the houfe of OUam and tranfient the efFeft of his la* 
bours to inftrua his fubjefts in the arts of juftice and 
political wifdom. Only two of his fotis fucceeded him* 
Five monarchs of the houfe of Ir having af- 
cended thfe throne, Siorna, of the houfe of Here- 
Oidft was invefled with the kingly power. The 

E ^ hand 
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hand of violence configned him and his tw6 follow-*- 
ing fucceffors to the graye. Art of the family of 
Heber, was the next prince. He was the firft of the 
Irifh kings who cut trenches and threw up breaft 
works of earth for the feCurity of his troops. 

Ireland wag, at this time, infefted by a plague, 
which was brought to it, as fuppofed, by certain pi-f 
rates, who hp-d, for a confiderable time, harafled the 
coafts. An old Irifti poem fpegks of them as Afri-r 
cans, who had emigrated fr-om Ehenicia. In the opir 
nign of Mr. O'Halloran, they were Carthaginians^ 
Thefe are his reafons :-TrWe read in Diodorus, that 
the Phenicians, having built Gades, near the Pillars 
of Hercules, extended their difcoveries albng the 
coafts of Africa : That one of their (hips was driven 
by a ftorm to an ifland in the Atlantic ocean, very 
fertile and temperate. Ariftptle fayS, that it was dif- 
covered, and Strabo, that it was partly poffeffed by 
the Carthaginians, who, prior to their falling under 
the Roman yoke, were diftinguiflied for their know- 
ledge of navigation and maritime affairs. Swords 
of this ixation, difcoyered near the plains of Cannae^ 
have, been found, on the ftridleft exanliqation, to be 
exaftly the fame, in fuje and texture, with fwords 
difcovered in the bogs of Ireland. Whatever may 
have been the country of the piratea above menT 
tibned, we colleft fr«m hence sl ftrong prefumptive 
evidence, that Ireland, fprmerly, wgs npt unknown 
to the Carthaginians,. 

Seadna the Second, an Hiberian, fifth in fucr 

ceflion from Art, is remarkable, in our annals, fo^ 

having introduced into the army a form of difcip- 

^Mne, which had not before been fubjeft to military 

icgulations. Not only what relajed to, good order, 

-^ , but 
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but their pay, their cloaths and food, were objeAs 
of his attention. 

In the year of the world, as it is fuppofed, three 
thoufand.fiye hundred and thirty nine, we find Kim- 
bath on the throne* During a period of more than 
two hundred and fixty years which had elapfed fince 
the death of OUam Fodlah, fcarcety any benefit had 
refulted to the nation from the wifdom of his poli- 
tical inftitutions.. Kimbath revived them, convin* 
ced that were it poffiblc to give them, efficacy they 
would be productive of e^ccellent efFeAs. But the 
fpirit of the times continued to be reftlefs and tur- 
bulent. The ambition of competitors for power, 
fupported in their pretenfions by a military force, 
4efpifed the effeds of the legiflator. It was Kim- 
bath who built in the vicinity of Armagh, the pa- 
lace of Emania, the celebrated refidence, for almoft 
feven hundred years, of the kings of Ulfter. Of 
a much later date are the remains of an ancient 
building ftill to be feen near Armagh. Thefe are 
ftone which was not made ufe of in buildings unttl 
a period very remqte from that of which we now. 
fpeak. 

At Emania, councils, were held fubordinate to. 
that of Tarah, the fubjedks of whofe debates were 
thofe which related to the national police and the 
mechanical arts. Of the moft fkilful artificers, fix- 
ty were chofen to whom the power was committed 
of fuperintending the artificers in the kingdom, for 
the.purpofe of. correding abufes, rejedling the un- 
flcilfiil and encourageing fuch as had a competent 
knowledge of their pEofeflion, an inftitution admira- 
bly calculated for the civilization and embellilbment 
of the kingdom, Kimbath reigned but feven years; 

Ireland 
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Ireland had never feen a female on the throne ; but, on 
the death of her huflband, Macha, the queen of Kim- 
bath, a woman whofe bold and intrepid genius foared 
»bove the timidity of her fex, refufed to give up to 
the fons of Dithorba the honor of the crown. Deter- 
mined to fupport their claim, they jdaced them- 
felves at the head of a powerful army. The he- 
roine Macha fcorned the apprehcnfions of danger. 
She alfo coUeded her forces, led them to the field 
and routed the army of her competitors. A fecond 
battle was fought, in which (he obtained a com- 
pleat viftory which placed her on the throne. Wc 
have feen that Kimbath wore the crown fevea 
years, the fame period finilhed to his cpieen the hcK 
nours of royalty* She was fls^in by a prince of thfe 
line of HebeSf 

Adieu, 

LETTER XIV^ 

IT was Reachta who flew Macha. He perifhed by 
the hand of Hugony, who, in the year three 
thoufand five hundred and eighty, was raifed to the 
throne. 

None of the preceding kings was more diftin- 
guifhed by amHtion than Hugony. For a confide* 
rabie time, the council of Tarah had been fufpended* 
By the command of this prince, it was aflembled, 
not for any of the virtuous. purpofes qf it's original 
inftitution, but to corrupt it's principles, and con* 
vert it it>to an inftrumcnt of gratifying hk inordi- 
nate love of power. It grieves the friends of liberty 
and of mankind, that this is fo much the policy of 
modern tunes. * By the influence of Hugony with 

the 
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the fktes, the pentarchy was abdiflied) the pro* 
vinctal kings deprived of their power by a law, and 
a folenrn obligation cxa&cd from them to coi^tmuo 
the crown in his family in exctnfion of the other 
branches of Milefius. The fucceffion in the family of 
Hugony was interrupted in kfs than a hundred 
years. It was three hundred years before the pitvi 
vincial kings recovered their power, Ulfter indeed 
refufed to obey tht authority of the ftate? ^ they 
continued under the dominion of their owr^ princes^ 
agreeably to their ancient form of government* 

Plutarch relates, that about this period, tht 
Carthaginians, aflifted by Greek mercenaries, laid 
(lege to Syracufe, and tlmt. In the time of a truce, 
a Corinthian of Syra<pufe reproached his country- 
men. In the oppofite army^ with joining t^e Cartba-* 
ginians, who had come to deftroy Syracufe, affifted 
with an army from the Pillars of Hercules and the 
Atlantic Sea, - Our annalifts fuppofe, that the auxK 
liaries of the Carthaginians^ here faid to have been 
fent to them from the Atlantic Sea, were Irifli, car- 
ried over to their aid, upon this occafion, by Hugo- 
ny. Befides the figure which he is faid to have made 
in this expedition, we are told that he fi^bdued th^ 
Pifts, and compelled them to pay a tribute which 
had been impofed upon them by the Irifli kings, 
when, by their afliftance, they procured a fettle* 
mcnt in Albany, For the magnanimity he difplay- 
ed in thefe exploits, he received the appellation of 
Great, and was diftinguiftied by the honourable titles 
of ** The Monarch of Ireland and Albany and of ail 
the Weftern ifles of Europe.'' Notwithftanding, he 
did not, i» the end, cfcj^pe the fgte of his prcdeceC* 

for^ 
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fors. After a long and profperous reign, he w» 
killed by his brother. 

The life of the fratricide was the forfeit of this 
violation of the ties of nature. The puniftimcnt 
was inflifted by his nephew Logaire, the fecond foa 
of Hugony, whofe magnanimity raifed him to the 
throne. This excited the indignation of Cobthach, 
the elder brother. He refolved to deftroy Logaire 
and take pofl[effion of the crown. Unable to accom- 
plifli his wicked defign by force, he had recourfe to 
a moft iniquitous device. Being confined by indif^ 
pofition, either real or pretended, Logaire, who lov- 
ed him with all the tendernefs of a brother, paid 
him a vifit, attended, as ufual,. by his guard's. 
Cobthach pretended to be difpleafed with this cir- 
'' cumflance ; it was a proof, he aliedged^ of want 
of confidence in hi?; fidelity, The unfufpefting mor 
narch, unwilling to give him pain^ vifited him, a 
fecond time, without his attendants, Cobthach feiz-r 
ed the favourable opportunity, and treacheroufly 
flew him. The crown was the reward of his vil- 
lainy, having previoully put to death a nephew, the 
fon of the deceafed king, who might have prevent-r 
ed his wifties from being gratified. But Logaire had 
alfo an infant grandfpn. Fortunately, to be the 
avenger of the wrongs of his family, he efcaped 
the cruelty of the tyrant. Maon^ for that was the 
name of the child, was conveyed privately away, 
and placed under the protedtion of the king of 
Munfler, and from thence, as a more fecure retreat^ 
he was removed to France, where, by his military 
exploits, he was highly diftinguifhed. We are told 
tiiat, when in Munfter, Maon ii^d infpired with love 
the brcaft of the beautiful Moriat, the daughter of 
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Ids protedtor. The paflion had been mutual. Mo 
riat regretted the abfence of Maon ; the fi^me of 
his valour and accomplifhments, had heightened her 
affeftion. Craftine, a mufician of her father, aflift-r 
ed her in the gratification of her wiflies. He carri^ 
ed a letter from her to Maon, the contents of which 
may be eafily fuppofed ; to ftrenghten the feelings 
which this would naturally "excite, in concert with 
the mufic of his harp, he fung the praifes of his va- 
lour, pointing out in his fong, as it's proper obje<5t, 
the aflaffin of his father and grandfether feated for 
fo many years, on the Irifti throne. The cruelty 
of Cobthach, mull, previous to this, have made a 
deep impreffion on the heart of Maon. Love and 
a fenfe of the wrongs of his family were now rekin-? 
died in his breaft. H^ made the neceflary prepara- 
tions ; led over to Ireland an army with which he 
.was furailhed by the king of France ; attacked the 
infamous Cobthach whom he flew with a number of 
his followers, married his beloved Mor^t and afceadr 
cd the throne of his anceftors. 

I, ^ T T E R XV. 

MAON, it is recorded, fignalized his courage 
once more in France and performed military 
atchievments in Britain by which he obtained confi-r 
derable reputation. After an honourable reign of 
nineteen years, he died in battle. 

We may pafs through the fuceeeding reigns until 
we come to tjie year of the world three thoufand 
nine hundred and thirty eight, when, as our annals 
relate, Eochaifli the ninth was elefted king. Several 
p^rtitiot^s h^^d^ been m^de of Ireland in the precedr 

ing 
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ing periods. Eodmifh divided it into the provinces 
of Munfter, Leinfter, Connaug^t, Ulfter and 
Meath. Meath was fet apart for the monarch's da- 
main. In Connaught, he built a large firufhire call- 
ed after his name. It was more central than that of 
Tarah and therefore more ponvcnicnt for the refi- 
dence of the mon?trch, as likewife for keeping Con- 
naught in a proper ftatc of fubjesftion, which conti^ 
nued ftill to be governed by the ancient princes of 
the Damnonian line. 

The reign of his brother, of the fame name, wau 
very much difturbed by domeffic convulfions. In 
his time lived Connor king of Ulfter Rnd CuchuHain 
the moft famous captain of his age. Their Warlike 
atchievments make a (hining figure in the records of 
Ireland, Connor was not oply <)elebrated for his 
abilities in war but for political wjfdom. The bards, 
whofe office and whofe confequence ih the ftate has 
been already explained, had become too numerous and 
grown infolent and ambitious. In their judicial capa- 
city, inftead of being the guardians, they invaded the 
property of others. Impatient of fuch injuries, the 
people determined to vindicate their rights, and to 
make the bards feel the fevereft efFefts of their xct 
fentment : No terms of accommodation would be 
heard ; they baniflied them without diftinftten. In 
this diftrefs, they fled for refuge to the king of 
Ulfter. Connor not only took them under his pro- 
tedlion, but, fenfible that the extinaion of their order 
would be prejudicial to the ftgte, fe-eftftbliftied them. 
This was effedcd with proper reftriftions. The 
number of the bards was reduced, and regulations 
made, to pr<!vent them from abufiftg their oflke. 
In particular, to regulate their decifions, the laws 

were 
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laws were colleAed and formed into a fimple com- 
prehensive code, which, on Account of their fuperiour 
excellence, were called celeftial judgments. 

Ou R annak rekt^ that certain rules were formed 
by the prefent monarch with rcfpedk to funerals* 
When a jperfon to be interred, was of ftation parti^ 
cularly of the knightly order, the materials of his 
fepulchre were more expenfive, if otherwife, they 
were of common earth. With refpeft to the former, 
his remains being ccwmmitted to the graVe, the fena* 
chy or antiquary traced out his pedigree and the bard 
fung his diflfcingutftied aftions. If the dead was of 
a lower clafs^ each of the attendants,, as he paffed by,, 
caft a Hone upon his grave. Hence, the earns raif- 
ed over the graves of the ancient Iriifh, fome of 
which are to be feen td this day. The lamentations 
of the mourners employed on fuch occ^ons has 
been mentioiied. Much in the' fame manner did the 
Greeks bury therr dead. 

I HAVE faid that knights were particularly diftin- 
guiOied by tlie honours of the grave. Mr. D'Hallo- 
ran pleads that the inftitution of knighthood was 
known in Ireland from time immertloriaL He traces 
but five diftinft orders. It is faid that a regular 
courfe of education was neceffary to qualify for be- 
mg admitted ta this honor. When the provincial 
kings of Ireland waited upon Richard the Secondj 
on his ^rival in Dublin, he Would have knighted 
them, '' No, faid they, our fathers, at feven yeara 
of age, invelbe4 us with this dignity/* 

Farewell 

LET- 
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LETTER XVL 

TWO princes having fucceeded Eochaifli, Con- 
ary the Great was eledted monarch. The 
teign of Conary was extended to a very, unufual 
length. He fat upon the throne fixty years which 
he filled with the glory^ not which refults from am* 
bition and warlike ehterprife^ but from the amiable 
and uniform attention which he paid to the happi- 
Hefs of his fubjeftsi We are not made acquainted 
with the particulars of his government^but it is faid 
to have been the heft admintftred of any recorded 
m the Hiftory of Ireland. The circumftance which 
moft remarkably difUnguifhesr the reign of this 
prince is^ that at this period our Saviour madfe his 
appearance in the worldj We are therefore hence- 
lorth to date our accounts from the Cbriftian -^ra. 
ft ieems donary was obliged to baniftj from th^ 
kingdom a niimber of his fubje<Sts, who had been 
guilty of infolence and fedition. They fled to 
Wales, placed themfelves under the command of a 
{on of the king of that country, returned privately 
^ to Ireland, and fet fire to the palace of Tarah. Co- 
nary perifhed in the flames^ 

• The third* prince frorn Conary was Cripithan Ni- 
ftdnar. Upon bis deceafe, Carbry, q£ the pofterity 
of the Danaansy ufurped the thrpne which had been 
poffefTed by the defcendants of MilefuiSr fdr more 
than a thoufand years. This is faid to have been 
Qccafioned by the Heremonians, whofe ambition pro- 
voked the Danaans and gave rife to what is called 
tfee firft Plebeian War- 
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In a few yiears, the royal line waS reftored in the 
eleftion of Feredach, a fon of Crimthan. The puln 
]it tranquility had of late been greatly difturbed. 
Feredlch laboured to reftore it. He endeavoured to 
fupport the laws with a firmnefs tempered by good 
nature, and rendered refpfedtable by al ftridt regard 
to integrity. Peice and good order began to fuc-- 
ceed to anarchy and confiifion. His hbnourable reign 
clofed in peace twenty years after he had afcended 
the throne. J His fucceflbr reigned but three years. 

FiACHAD, who was next raifed to the throne, 
alarmed by the progrefs of Julius Agricola, whofc 
fucccfsful arms were then advancing towards the 
Northern parts of Britain, fent auxiliaries to the 
Pids, under the command of Cormac, his general, 
to ajBift them in oppofing the progrefs of the Ro-^ 
• mans ; They engaged the enemy on the Grampian 
hills, but had the misfortune to be conquered. The 
time was critical for Ireland. It was in imminent 
danger of being invaded by the Roman arms* sTa- 
citus informs us, that Agricola defigned to tranfport 
his army to our ifland, but was prevented from ex- 
ecuting his defign by Domitian, who, jealous of the 
fuccefs of his arms, recalled him from Britain, 

What the particular reafons were of their diila- 
tisfadlion are not recorded, but the people were dit 
contented with the government of Fiachad. They 
rebelled, dethroned him, and fubftituted in his plac? 
Elim, king of Ulfter. Thiis is called, the Second 
Plebeian War- When Elim had enjoyed th^ crown 
a few years, he was obliged to relinquifh it in favour 
of the niore fortunate Teuthal, fonoif the late- mc^ 
narch. ' / 

Tevthai- 
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TeuthaL being fecurcly eftablilhed on the 
tfirone^ acc(Mrding to the cull(^n of his predeceffors, 
affemblcd the ftates at Tarah, pointed out the dread- 
ful confequences of a perpetual cc«npetition for the 
crown among a number of ambitious rivals, and prc- 
railed with them folemnly to engage that they 
wold confine the lucGcffioii to his family* This, to 
pleafe them^ that aflembly had done, on more ac- 
cafion^ than one^ kt the defire of their priftdes. But 
the etigagcmfent to Teuthal was brokeii, as if had 
been to Ws |!Mredeceflbrs, being confidered as a re- 
ftraint iftconfiftent with Liberty, and a violatiotl of 
the original fbriil of the conftitution. The ftates 
fikewife gratified him in tnakiixg an addition to the 
royal doftiain^ which was fteceflary, as, with the pro- 
grcfs of fociety^ the cXpences dT government en* 
creafe in proportion* This king rcivived the inftitu- 
tions of Ollam Fodlah, whofe conduit he prt)pofed 
to himfelf as the perfedt model of a pritlce and le- 
gillatof. Me was particularly attentive to the infti^ 
tutiotts of religion, and eftablilhed among the dru- 
ids a juft and regufar fubordination* For the enters 
tamment of hh pebple, and to improve their 
ftrength and aftivity, he renewed certain fports and 
military exercrfes which had been formerly celebrat* 
cd on the plains of Tiltean* 

The Milefians, vain of their Origin, and of their 
confequence, as the proprietors of the kingdom, 
had refufed to be employed in any of the mechfoic 
arts. Thefe they left to be exercifed by the remains 
of the Belg^. Teuthal laboured to remove this ab- 
furd prejudice by addrefling himfelf to the principle 
from which it was derived. He inftituted focieties 
to beftow marks of honor upon fuch as wefe dillin- 

guifhed 
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guiftied in the mechanical occupations, arid to dif* 
grace the infufficient. Biit the domeftic peace of 
Teuthal was interrupted by a pungent misfortune. 
He had married his daughter to Eochaid, king of 
Leinftcr* Eochaid corrupted her fifter- TheQijeen, 
not able to beai? fuch fliocking treatment, died of 
anguiih. This event was fatal to her fifter; flie died 
alfov. Such deteftable condudt roufed the indignati- 
on of Teuthttl. He raifed a formidable army, with 
which he invaded the territories of Eochaid. The 
adultei^er was unabte to refift die arms of TeiithaL 
To efcape the punilhment dUe to his villainy, he, 
and his peo^fe, folemnly engaged that the province 
of Leinftei? would pay to the Monarch of Ireland, 
every fecond year, a very heavy tribute. Whate- 
ver ambitjon iilay prompt, or the example of con- 
queror*, in fuch inftances, pretend to vindicate, juf- 
tice and humanity confpire in diftiriguiftiing inno- 
cence from guilt. If is reproachful to the memory 
of Teuthal, that he involved the unoffending fub- 
je6ls of Eochaid, in the pUniihment of his crime. 
Freemen can never fubmit patiently to fuch a viola- 
tion of their rights. For a long feries of years, the 
Earomean Tribute, as it is called,* was a fource of 
bitter calamities, not only to the province of Lein- 
fter, but to the kingdom. Mai, a branch of the 
houfe of Ir, facrificed Eochaid to his ambition, after 
he had iseigncd thirty years. 

^ FarewelU 

LETTER XVII. 

FEIDLIM, the grandfon of Teuthal, flew Mai, 
after he had fwayed the Irifli fceptre four years. 
Vol. I F and 
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and afccnded the throne. He had the fame lauda^ 
ble defire to improve the conftitution which diftin- 
guiJhed his grandfather. There was, in particular, 
a defed in the adminiftration of juftice which he la- 
boured to correct. In Ireland, as in the early peri- 
od of many other nations, all offences were punifli- 
cd by a fine. To more heinous crimes, as we be- 
fore obfervcd, thi$ was inadequate. Inftead of a 
fine, Feidlim, by his influence with the flates, in- 
troduced the law of retaliation. By it, the agreflbr, 
if the cafe admitted, fuffered a puaiihrnent from, 
the injured perfon, or his friends, of the fame na- 
ture with the offence committed. If an injury was 
'done which did not admit of a proper and ftrift re- 
taliation, an adequate punifliment was fubftituted 
in it's place. This was an improvement of their 
criminallaw which coincides witli our ftrideft ideas 
of juftice. But this JWife iriftitution of the virtuous 
Feidlim had ndt a permanent effetl. Nothing is 
'more difficult than to change national cuftoms efta- 
blifhed by long prefcription. This prince died at 
Tarab, In peace, the jear of Chiift, one hundred 
and fifty. 

CoN^ having taken off by the fword his predeceflbr, 
of whom we know nothing but that hcTcigned three 
years and was -very rich, was placed upon the throne. 
The courage of Tew of our princes is reprefented in 
more ftriking terms by the annailifts of Ireland. He 
reigrted thirty five years, almoft the whole of wliich 
period was filled up with the operations of war. The 
' particular enterprizes recorded of hirh, refleft but 
little honor upon his juftice. The firft relates to the 
baromean tribute which he demanded of the king of 
Lelnfter. It was refufed, upon which Con led his 

forces 
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ibrces into that province* His fiift eflfbrts were un- 
fucccfsful being defeated in two engagements and 
expelled from Tarah. But he.was. not intimidated 
by misfortune or compelled to rdinquifli his defign* 
He redoubled his e'xertions, collected a powerful 
army with which he yanquilhed his opponent and 
cxafted the regular payment of the ftipulated tri- 
bute. The next war in which he engaged, had, 
as it deferved, a more difgraccful. conclufion. Eu- 
gene the Great, of the line of Heb^, who was alfo 
known by the niame of Mogha Nuadat, difpleafed 
that he had been deprived of the Province of Mun- 
Iter fey the defcendaitts of Dega'd, ^coUefted an 
trmy^ with which' he engaged in. battle Angus who 
then fat upon the Munfter throne. "Pogene obtain- 
ed a complete viftory and recovered the terrilorj 
of wfiich he had been difpofTeffed. Having rein- 
forced his army with' fifteen thoufend men, he placed 
himfelf at their head and fought, once more, the 
trobps^f Eug€ne% He was now entkely vanquifli-^ 
cd. Con, the relation, and the friend of Angus, 
now became a prihclpal in the qtiarrel and declared 
war againft Eugenel Many battles were fought 
with various fuccefs; "but, in the thd, the valour of 
Con was forced to' yield to the rftagnanimity of 
his mote fortunate rival. . He was conipelied to give 
up a part of his territory and to fubmit to a ne>t 
partition of the kingdom. A^nc wa^ dr^wn from 
North to South to diftinguifh, in future, the rightk 
of the two families, -This divifton was known after- 
wards by the fiames of Lcath Con and Leath Mo- 
gha- Ambition can never be at Teft." A new con- 
teft arofe betwixt the two rival princes. Con, hav- 
ing experienced the fuperiour good foxJune of the 

F z prince 
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prince of the South had recourfe to ftratag^m. At 
night, he attacked the army of Eugene by furprife, 
Vi^hich, notwithftanding this difadvantage, fbughit long 
with obftihatte valour; but Eugene was killed and 
the battle ended. Tifte adhfcfcnts of Eugene, deter- 
mined tb fupport the rights of his family, prepared 
to profecute the war with renewed ardouh Con 
forefaw the probable confeqiience 5 he demanded a 
cation of armB*' To puit:hafe peace, he paid a 
cbiifiderabfe fine and^acknowleged th^ independence 
ef the ter)ritortes lately marked mit as the exclufive 
right of the fatnity of the houfe of Mdber. A war 
with the king cf Ulfter, the caufe of which & trot 
explained, ^dod; the ^e of this turbufent defcend- 
ant of Hef^nrt<l>n. • . 

. It'w46 in' thfe reign of Art, the fon of Con, that 
Kiada, the chieftbm* led forth a number of follbwers 
livho fettled m.Mh^tiy. This waisthe firft rfcgulaf 
colony from Ireland erflablifeed in that country. 
From it tht Dalraidas of Argylejthire derive thdr 
originals 

I.u<;h A^i), of the race of Ith, ^.nd Fergus, of 
that of Heremoh, having, in fucceffion to Art, fill- 
ed the throucy, the next king ,of Ireland was Cor- 
%ac, an Heremonian, who was ch6fen monarch, in 
the year of Ghrift^ 'two hundred and fifty four. 
Oiir annals have « hajftded down hiSv reputation in 
fining colours. T&e good effe As of the civil infti- 
tutions of .Cortnac are faid to have been felt in Ire- 
.land for many years. In thofe day$ of turbulence, 
.peace, even du^ring the government of the wifeft 
-princes, was but of (hort continuance* Many were 
the battles which Cormac fought with the king of 
rMurtfter* In the beginning, he was victorious, but, 
z\ • . towards 
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towards the conclufion of the war, fortune ftripped 
him -of the laurels he had won, and beftowed them 
on his competitor. Upon another occafion, the 
event was more favourable to his wifhes. Either 
from a juft caufe, or, to gratify his arnbition, he al- 
moft entirely extinguifhed the power of the Dam- 
nonians, who had governed the kingdom ^Imoft tw« 
hundred years, and given priiices to Connaught for 
many centuries. But, in one of his military expe- 
ditions, he was fo unfortunate as tb lofe an eye. 
By the Jrifh conftitutioi?, no perfoh maimed in any 
refpe<ft, could be elected or permitted to fit on the 
throne- Cormac, obedient to the laws of his country; 
freely relinquifhed rfie Crown which was placed oa 
the head of Eochad, grandfon'of Fergus. It is 
highly probable that this prince did not confider this 
change of fituation as a mortifying or a painful cir-- 
cumftance. He had experienced that the honours of 
royalty receive a bitter tindhire from the evils of ci^ 
vil commotion and the ca.Iamities of ^^r. Lefs ele- 
vated in the eye of ambition, but more confonant 
to reafon and humanity are the pieafurers of the 
calm and peaceful retreat. 

eoRM AC had a tafte for learmng and philofophy.; 
We are informed that in his retirement, befides other 
works which he compofed, he wrote a trad, for the 
benefit of a fon who had a profpea: of being one day 
raifed to the throne ^f his anceftors, entitled ** ad- 
" vice to a king," in which he inftrufted him in the 
duties of a foldier, a legiflator and a ftatefmam 
This performance is faid to have been extant in th« 
feventeenth century. There are fome reafons M 
fuppofe.that Cormac before his death, renounced 

F 2 Paganifm 



54 THE HISTORY 

Paganifm and embraced the pure and rational doc- 
trines of the Chififtian religion.. 

Adieu. 

LETTER XVIIL 

SHORTLY after the death of Cormac, his Con 
. Carbry, was invefted with the fovereign power. 
Profited by the wife inftrudtions of his father and in 
imitation of his.example, . he framed wholfome infti-^ 
tutions,- with a view to bring order from confufion, 
by laying rcftraints on thofe violent paffions, which, 
operating without control in the* breafts of his ful> 
jefts, produced cfFe<^s highly i^rudtive to the ftate. 
Thefe ordinances of Carbry are fpokcn of by our 
hiftorians in warm terms of approbation. But when 
the manners, of a people are of a complexion quite 
different from their laws, the latter can have but lit- 
tle influence on their condu(^, How forcibly are 
we led to this coi;clufion when, from the fame caufe, 
we fee the legiflator hiin/elf contradict in praftife his 
own pripciplcs, Carbry, who, as monarch of Ireland 
fhouid have been difpofed to promote the happinef$ 
of all his fubjedts and with that view formed the po- 
litical regulations we have mentioned, led an army 
into LeinftcH to enforce the payment of that moft 
iniquitous tax, the baromean tribute. Several in-^ 
ilances of the like inconfiftenge oggur -in the Hifto^ 
ry of Ireland, 

. We are told that in the reign of Carbry, the vsx^ 
litia of Ireland whofe exploits are fo highly erabla- 
zpned in the- fongs of the Bards, were difbanded. 
The caufe is not explained. . It was originally efta-? 
^lilbed to preferve intetna^l peace, to defend the 

CPafta 
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coafls from piratical depredations, and toaffift, when 
occafion required, the foreign allies of the ftate. 
Very particular attention was paid to the qualificati- 
ens of thofe who were admitted into it, and great 
pains taken to inftrud them in the art of war and 
to infpire them with generofity, fidelity and courage. 
This military corps confifted, in time of peace, of 
nine, and, in war, of twenty one thoufand men. 
They were divided into three battalions, to each of 
which regular officers were appointed, from their 
commander in chief, the celebrated Fin Mac Comha},' 
to the loweft department. In fummer, fhey encamp' 
ed in the open fields. Their principal fupport was 
procured by hunting and filhing. From November 
to May, they were quartered upon the inhabitants, 
and, to prevent them from being burdenfome, re- 
ceived pay from the monarch. Had this body of 
men, who were trained to fubordination, and might, 
in a great meafure, be confidered as regular troops, 
been employed in drfcharging the duties of their 
original iriftitution, they would have contributed 
greatly to reftrain thofe civil commotions by which 
the kingdom was fo miferably harafled. Inftead of 
this, there is reafon to fuppofe that they wer« fre- 
quently made ufe of as the inftruments of ambition. 
FiACHA, of the houfe of Heremon ekfted fuc- 
ceflbr to ^arbry, began to reign in the year two 
hundred and ninety feven.^ Maredach his fon was 
animated by the love of glory. The genius which 
he difcovered, at an early period, for military at- 
chievments, engaged, in a very particular manner,' 
the aiFeftions of his father. Fond partiality prevail- 
ed with Fiacha to place him at the head of his 
troops, and by his influence in the province to get 

him 
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him chofen fovcreign of Connaught. In confc- 
quenceof the honours by which Muredadh was diftin- 
guilhed, he became an objeft of envy. The Collas 
took up arnis, determined to prevent him from fuc- 
ce^cjing to the monarchy and to facrifice to their re- 
fentmcut the too indulgent father. Fiacha engaged 
them in battle and was numbred with the flain. 
One of the Cotlas feized the crown, but, in four years, 
he was d^eprived of his ufurped honours. Mure- 
dach, at the end of that period, drove him from the 
throne^' on which he himfelf was placed, as the re» 
ward of his valour, 

Thjb Colias were baniJhed from the kingdom and 
compelled to fly for protedion to Albany. In three 
years, they returned to Ireland. They were now 
iji the power of Muredadh, but the marks of re- 
pentance which they difcovered, induced him not 
only to pardon their crime, but to diftinguifh them 
with his confidence. He did more* He gave them 
feven thoufand men to enable them to procure a 
fettlement in Ulfter, which they determined to in- 
vade, in confequence of a pretended affront which 
fome of their anceftors ftould have received fiom 
the king of that province, Thefe adventurers fuc* 
cecded in their defign, but Muredach, during the 
abfence of fo confiderable a part of his forces, was 
attacked by Colbach, ope of his chieftains,, by whom 
he w^g deprived not only of his kingdom but hia 
life. 

Not longer than a year did Cblbach enjoy the 
crown purchafed by this aft of viHainy. He was 
llain by 5ocbaid the fon of Muredach who fucceed- 
cd to the throne. Tlie Pifts and SaXons being at 
this tipie engaged in war with the Rom^s 9nd their: 

Brittifh 
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BfittUfe auxUiaries, received affiftarioe from Eoehaid. 
The event was unfortianate. This expedition and 
the t>ad fuccefs with which it was attended arc point- 
ed out by Claudian and Amraianus Marcellinus. 

Crimthan is the next monarch recorded in the 
lift of our Irifli kingig. His reign commenced in the 
3^«ar three hundred and fixty feven. He likewife, 
we are informed^ fent over an army to the aid of 
the PiAs, Hence, we ra^y reafonably fuppofe, thef 
became fo troublefomc to their neighbours. That 
they were confidered in a formidable light, the great 
wall of reparation built by the Romans to reftrain 
their incurfions into Britain, is a convincing proof. 
Tacitus exprefsly fays that the Romans could never 
depen(d upon the fecure p60cffion of Britain until 
they had conquered Ireland. 

Farewell, 

LETTER XIX. 

NIALL, furhamed the Great, the fucceffor of 
Crimthan was a prince highly diftinguifhed. 
The Pifts had long b^en fettled in Albany, and, on 
account of the affiftance which they at firft received 
from this country and their marriage with ifs fe- 
males, were efteemed an Irifti colony. We have feen 
that fcwmerly a colony had emigrated to that country 
who, from their leader, took the name of the Dal- 
raidas. Notwithflanding the common ties by which 
they were united, they quarrelled. Niall re-efta- 
bliflicd peace betwixt thefe filler colonies, and as a 
ftanding memorial that the diftrifts which they pof- 
fefled were peopled from this kingdom, Albany was 
from that time called Scotia Mmor and Ireland, as 

the 
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the parent ftate, was diftinguiflied by the name of 
Scotia Major. Prompted by ambition, Niall took 
this opportunity qf breaking through the Roman 
wall. He attacked the Britons, defolated their 
country and returned home laden with plunder. En- 
couraged by this fuccefs, he carried an a^fty to 
Gaul, and, in cjonjuadlioQ with the Saxons, TOvaged 
the coafts of Brittany, Our hiftorians fay, that 
fome time after having engaged the afliftarice of the 
general of the Dalraidas^ he made a fecond expediti- 
on to the fame country which had the misfortune, 
once more, to be wafted by his depredations. The 
inhabitants fled frpm his approach, leaving their hou- 
fes and their all to the mercy of the conqueror. But 
fliort-lived wa^ the triumph of Niall over juftice 
and humanity^ A fon qf the king of Leinfter with 
whom he had a quarrel before he left Ireland, to 
gratify his refentment, followed him to Gaul, con^ 
cealed himfelf in a grove, and, as he was fitting care- 
lefsly on the banks of the Loire, pierced him with 
an arrow to the heart, Upon the death of Niall, the 
progrefs of the invaders^ inftantly ftopt. To the 
great joy of the natives, they ceafed from their depre- 
dations and returned to their feveral countries. This 
prince died in the year four hundred and fisc ?^nd wa^ 
fucceeded by his nephew Dathy» 

It was in the reign of Dathy that a number of 
Gauls and Britons, driven by civil commotions from 
their native country, fled for protection to Ireland 
where they were kindly received and places afligned 
for their habitation, which, even to this day, are dif- 
tinguiflied by their name. 

The Romans, at this time, being diftreifed on 
the continent were obliged to withdraw their forces 

from 
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Ironl Britain. Dathy and his friends the Pifts who 
feem to have adtcd in concert with the Saxons, feiz- 
cd the favourable opportunity and invaded that 
country where their arms niade rapid progrefs. More 
than once, they renewed their invafions. The Romans 
employed in other quarters and tired by oppofing 
enemies whofe obftinate perfeverance they were una- 
ble to fubdue, left the Britons to defend themfelve? 
and renounced all connexion with their country for 
ever. This haughty people, who had extended their 
conquefts to almoft every nation of the globe, being 
fliortly after deprived of their power, have afforded 
a ftriking example of the inftability of human greats 
ncfs, many inftanqe^ of which occur in the revoluti- 
ons of the woddt 

Farewell, 

LETTER XX. 

DATHY, who, on his return from Britain, led 
an amuy into Gaul, where, as it is faid, he 
perifhed by a ftroke of lightening at the foot of the 
Alps, concludes the lift of our pagan monarchs. 
Our critics have alfo pronounced that his death clof- 
cd the period of our hiftory which is interniixed with 
fable. There is no doubt but we may now look for 
more fatisfadtory information. Still however we 
muft guard againft impofition. The monks have 
handed down to us a variety of accounts, refpefting 
the tranfaftions of their times, which can be confi- 
dered in no other light, than as legendary tales, 

The year four hundred and twenty eight was the 
period when Laogary, the fucceflpr of Dathy, and 
the fon pf Niall the Gre^t, afcended the Irifh throne. 

The 
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The firft remarkable adlioR which he performed was 
to invade Britain, where wc are told, his arms were 
fo fuccefsful that the Britons were compelled to pay 
him a confiderabfe tribute, The baromean tribute wa^f 
the next objeft of his attention. He demanded the 
payment of it. The people of Lernfter refufed ; in con-r 
fequence of which, Laogary entered that province with 
an army. Crimthan, king of Leinfter, had both ffwrit 
and force to fupport the rights of his people. He met 
the monarch in the field, vanquiflied his trooos and 
took himfelf prifoner. Laogary bound himfelf by an 
oath, that he would exonerate the Leinftrians from 
the payment of the tribute, and regained his liberty. 
But, abfolved by the druids, he broke his enr 
gagemcnt and purfued his iniquitous claim. Long 
before this period, the druids had corrupted the princir- 
pies of religion, a flagrant proof that their praftife 
was confonant. The period was now come when 
the goodn^fs of Providence was to difpel in that 
country the darkhefs cf Paganifm and to enlighten it 
with the divine truths of th^ Chriftian religion. Pri- 
or to this, fome feeble efforts had been made to in- 
troduce among us the doftrines of the Gofpel. By 
the preaching of four miflionaries, a few converts had 
been made, fome time after the reign of Cormac, 
who, as we have obfervcd, is fuppofed to have died 
in the belief of Chriftianity. 

In the year four hundred and thirty one, PalladiT 
us, with twelve afliftants, was fent from Rome, by 
Pope Celeftine, to plant the Faith in this kingdom. 
But he liad little fuccefs. The converfion of. the. 
Iriih to Chriftianity was referved for Saint Patrick, 
who bad mere zeal and perfeverance in this glorious 
caufe. This celebrated man, to whofe pious labours 

our 
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our fcountry is fo much indebted, was the fon of 
Calphumius, a perfon of a refpedable family, who 
refided at Kirkpatrick in Scotland, a place fituated 
betwixt Dunbaortoti and the city of Glafgow. Be* 
ing, aus we are infarmed, on a vifit to fomc of hi* 
relations in Brittaay,, he was, at his lixteenth yaear^ 
taken prifoner by O'Niall, then engaged in the ex- 
pedition to that couatry mentioned before, and 
brbu^ over to Ireland, where he was fold for a 
flave. After being a ca^Kire fi^ years, he recovered 
hi* liberty, and returned to hfs parents- Having 
devoted himfelf to the mkiftry, he travefled into 
foreign parts, to>acquipe thofe imp-ovements necef- 
fiiry to qualify hiin for difclmrg^ng with propriety 
the diirties of that important office. At Rome, it i« 
ftippoTed, he was consecrated bifhop. With a view- 
to prqmgate the Faith, accompanifed by f(Mwe aflilU. 
ants, who, as we are told, were, like himfeCF, dif- 
tinguifhed by piety and learning, he aarived in Ire- 
femd, in his fixtieth year, and in the fourth of the 
reign of Laogaty. His iirft attempts were unfuc- 
cef^l. But he determined to perfevere- The vi- 
olence of oppc^tion began to fubfide, and, in fome 
tirrfi?^ his labours weaie crowned with confiderable fuc- 
cefe. In v>m recorcfe, the effedte of his preaching,* 
and zealous e^rts to f«?©pagate tfee Gofpel, are 
magnified beyond credibrlity, but there is not the 
kadi doubt of his having converted fuch numbers to 
the Fainh as ftiook the foundations of idolatry, and 
produced the entire change which afterwards took 
place in the kingdom, in favojar bf Chriftianityw 
The churches and thctfeminaries of Chriftian know-' 
ledge which he founded^ kept aRve, in the minds of 
his follower^, the tcuths they had learned, and had a 

lafting. 
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lafiing influence in diifufing the Gofpel throughout 
the nation. 

One inftitution of his wjts remarkably politic. 
You know that certain hereditary honours were an- 
nexed to the druidical order^ In conformity to this 
idea, he appointed that the paAorsof the rcfpe<Skiv6 
churches (hould be confined to certain families, and 
that the lands fet apart for their fuppbrt (hould de- 
fcend regularly by inheritance* Thus, the druids, 
whofe power in the nalicMn was extenfive, and who 
wene moft averfe to Ji change in religion, became in- 
clined to embrace GhriftianHyi when they found 
that, in profefling it^ fo much of their ancient cuf-^ 
toms were preferved, and that their intereft was not 
affefted by if> The particular privileges of! the 
lands fet apart, for the fuppdrt of the druids arc • 
plainly recognifed in the termon, or church lands, 
all fuch being fO called by the Irifh. Thefe were 
free from all mariner of impofitions; they had the 
immunity of fanftuaries, into which no civil officer 
might enter to execute any arreft, the bilhop's 
officers, only^ excepted. .; 

To fuppofe thiat St. Patrick affumed the power of 
a metropolitan, which would, in a great nieafure, 
have confined his refidenccf;and.his attention to a 
particular place, is quite inconfiftent with the duties 
of the office in - which he was engaged. A variety 
of places required fucceffively his prefence and fu- 
periritending care. He neither pretende4 to have 
derived any power from the Pope, nor attempted to 
impofe it on others. The idea of a fupreme infalli- 
ble head of the church was then unknown in any 
part of Chriftendom. This venerable apoftle, whom 
we mull ever .remember with gratitude, after hav- 
ing 
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mg exerted himfelf, for many years^ m promoting 
the beft of caufes, and lived to fee very promifmg 
fruits of his labour, defcended to the grave in a( 
good old age. 

A MX) NO other perfons of ftation who at this time 
embraced Chriftianity was Laogary the monarch. 
We have feen that this prince had invaded Britain ; 
he once, more, in conjunction with the Fidks, led 
over afU army to that country, which continued to 
be harafled by their irruptions, until the battle of 
Stamford, in Lincolnftiire, when the Btitons were 
finally delivered frorp them; but the Saxons, by 
whofe ^d they had obtained the vidtory, inftead of 
adting the part of friendly auxiliaries, took poffeffion 
^of .the kingdom. 

Lao0 A5R V died in the year four hundred and fifty. 
«ight,^1and was fucceeded by OUiol Molt of the houfe 
of Heremon. The preceding monarch had fuffered 
deeply, by attempting to exadt the baromean tribute. 
This example, fo recent,- did not prevent OUiol from * 
purfuing the fame objedt. He led an army into 
Leinfter to enforce the payment of the tax by his 
arms. . A battle was fought betwixt the two cork 
tending parties. The civeilt is not related. 

Olliol was foon engaged in a conteft of a very, 
different nature, but which, from the want of due. 
ilrbordination and the confufion of the times 'which 
followed, in confequence of it, was too frequents 
The fon of Laogary was a minor when OUiol af* 
cended the throne. He had now arrived at his 
twenty fifth year, the period in which he was eligible 
to the crown. As the right of his family, he deter- 
mined to claim it. OUiol prepared for the conteft. 
The fortune of the young Luighaid prevailed. In 

the 
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the plains of Ocha he flew his compctitdr and was 
crowned monarch. There cannot be a greater mif- 
fortiine to a nation thao to. be fubjeft t6 ^ cdk* 
mities incident to a difputed fucceflion, 

LvGH AID defcenjded fioot Hefemoh and of the 
b6ufe of Niall, ftrengtteftcd* very confickrably, the 
influence of his family* The petttas-chyrconimued, 
but much Aminiflircd m Ws pcxwer* From this peri- 
od, the poroVnicial kingSy Bmke no longer a ^jTpcc- 
taJble figure in the hiftory ctf this country* 
: We are told that in this year the Dabaidas bemg 
expelled from North fiariiiaini, by the Fi^Jfe, were 
obliged to have recoiirfeJ for aHfiftahce to foeiMd their 
parent ftate. ; By the add which they received from 
thence, they regained their pofleffions in Scotland 
and extended their (ctttememk more widely into the 
northern parts cf that cwrilfy* Affairs there were 
now about t-o^affurwe a mdre^favotirable afped. 

Freqjtekt contefts betwixt the femilie?^^ of He- 
uemon and'Hebcr had arifen; concerning the (^ecef- 
ficn to the Irifli throne. tJHtep, nlbre contigtious to 
Scotland, was pcffe&d by the houfe of Heremon, 
which, of confequence, was more frequently affiffed 
by the ViAs. To teffen the ftrength of the Heremo- 
nian6, by weakening that of- their allied, princes 
of the line of' Heber, had frequently invaded Scot- 
fend, but from the time tha* England was^ invaded by 
the Romans, the Irifh drcacfing the power of that am- 
bitious people, united thernfelves> without dlftindliorr, 
to the PiiSts, againft the common enemy, for the fake 
of mutual fafety. Hence the number of Iri(h, re- 
fident in Scotland, daily encreafed. But their fet- 
tiements were detached, connected by no common 
bond of union. Each particular clan- or fept knew 

no 
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nodependance, except the fubordinate ties by which 
it was attached to it's own leader The fons of Ere 
had been encouraged by the monarch to pafs over for 
an eftabliftiment to Scotland; fliortly after which^ 
Fergus, the younger brother, was proclaimed king 
of the Albanian Scots, all of whom he united un- 
der his government. 

Farewell- 

LETTER XXL 

THE account tranfmitted of the fuccceding 
reigns are quite unimportant until we defcend 
to Baoden, who, in the year five hundred and fixty fix, 
was chofen monarch. He was of the line of Here- 
mon. An incident which happened in the begin- 
ning of his reign, has led me to mention him. 
Shortly after his eleftion> Baoden was defeated in a 
battle, probably fought with one of the provincial 
kings. Preffed by the enemy, he fled for refuge to 
a monaftery, but no refpeft was paid to his afylum 5 
he was torn from it and put to death. The mona- 
ftery belonged to the famous Saint Columba. Irri- 
tated by the profanation, he exerted all his influence 
to avenge it. He raifed the ftandard of war to 
which his partizans flocked in numbers, animated by 
religious zeal. A battle was the confequence, Co- 
lumba, though a minifter of the religion of peace, 
took but little pains to control his paflions, which, 
it appears, were uncommonly violent. Upon a for- 
ncier occafion, he had difturbed the public peace. 
This, with the exceiTes now mentioned, provolced 
his countrymen who determined to fubmit no long-- 
cr to his turbulence. Driven firom the kingdom, he 
Vol. L G fled 
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fled for an afylum to North Britain. Columba had 
filled a diffifiguiflied place in the eminent fchool of 
Baint Finian at Clonard. Here he cultivated the fe- 
veral brftnchea of knowledge, then in vogue, with 
particular attention, by which he acquired proporti- 
onal reputation and influence. Taught xvifdom by 
the confequence of his folly, he determined to attone, 
in the place of his exile, for his pall mifcondudt. 
Many of the North Britons were ignorant of die 
Gofpel ; Columba laboured to inftru6t them in the 
knowledge of it's fubliitie dodtrines with indefatiga- 
bk zeal. His efforts in this noble caufe, his endea- 
vours to do good, his exemplary converfation in fu- 
ture life, bore witnefs to the fiocerity of his repen- 
tance. 

Is the year five hundred and fixty feven, Hugh, 
the fon of Ainmer, was thofen fucceflfor to Baoden. 
The adls of a national affembly convened in his time, 
are highly <:elebrated. One of them particularly 
taken notice of, relates to the public fchools. The 
mailers of thefe fchools, like the bards and thofc of 
the clergy fubftituted in their place, enjoyed particu- 
lar immunities* In every revolution, their perfons and 
their property were fecure from Injury. Students, 
and thdfe connetfted with them, were fiftyedt neither 
to taxes nor military duties. Thefe privileges were 
abufed- Numbers of youth, indtfpofed to difcharge 
the duties of active life, crowded to thofe femenaries, 
where tliey gratified tbeir indolent temper, to the 
difgrace of learning and tlie prejudice of fociety. In 
fetirical rhimes, tliey expofed, witb wanton licenti- 
oufnefs, thofe who were the obje£ts of their dflike. 
The national affembly above mentioned, took this 
abufe into conlideration. In each fchool, the nunv- 
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berof fcholars was reftr'w^ed, their petulance corredl- 
cd, and thofe fubjedbs forbidden, which were prejudir 
ciaJ to religion or injurious to the charafter of iijdivi^ 
duals. It is faid that until this meeting of the ftates^ 
the Albanian Scots had paid tribute to the Irifli.mo^ 
narchs. They were now exempted, from this mark of 
fubjedion, and raifed to the honourable diftindtioa 
of being confidered as their friends and aljiies. 

LETTER XXII. 

WE muft pafs over in filence a number of the 
fuciseeding reigns. In the year, fix hundred 
and feventy eight, the crown was placed on the 
head of Fionachta. To compel the payment of the 
ufual tax, he invaded Lekifter^ in imitation of hi$ 
predeceffor. In a pitcbe<i battle, his forces obtained 
the vi^aory oyer the people of diat province. Mr,. 
O'Halloran, to whom, for his affiftance in this part of 
the fubjed Ihave been much indebted, relates here 
a ftriking incident. The archt»(hop of Ferns touch- 
ed with the miferies of his country, at the head of his 
clergy, rcprefented to the triumphant monarch in 
lively colours, the hardfhips to which the baromean, 
tribute had fubjeded die people of Leinfter, for fix 
hundred years : that the impofition was iniquitous ; 
that it was oppreffive and difpleafing to God. He 
befcedied him to alleviate the fufFerings of his coun^ 
trymen. The mind of Fionachta was noble and ge^ 
nerousi being ftruck wifh the folemnity of the traia 
that accompanied this diftinguiftied prelate and with 
his affeding defcription of the calamities of his coun- 
try, both for himfelf and his fueceflbrs, he engaged 
to exempt the Leinllrians from the payment of the 
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tribute. This aft of juftice did him more honor than 
the fplendor of a thoufand viAories. 

The remainder of the reign of this monarch was 
Inuch difturbed, particularly by irruptions from Bri- 
tain. In the end, the invaders were overthrown and 
compelled to evacuate the kingdom. Fionachta 
reigned twenty years> The hand of violence con- 
figned him to the grave. 

WitH refped to learning, we are informed that 
in the fourth century the monks began to be diflin- 
guifhed for piety and knowledge. Though ftrangers 
to the triie principles of fcience, there is rio doubt 
but they were much better inftrufted than the neigh- 
bouring nations, all of whom, at this period, were 
involved in great darknefs. For fcholallic philofo- 
phy and divinity, they were famous over Europe. 
Among thefe. Saint Bridget was more particularly 
diftinguiihfed At an early period, fhe devoted her- 
felf to the monaftic life, for the duties of which fhe 
was well qualified being equally remarkable for 
piety, benevolence and aufterity. Several writings 
are afcribed to her. This female Saint was highly 
honoured in her own country^ Her fame, it is faid, 
even extended to the continent. At her death, (he 
was canonized. The province of Leinfter, in parti- 
cular, confidered h^r as it*s patronefs and tutelary 
Saint. 

During the feventh century, fchools smd femi- 
naries in the different parts of the kingdom multipi- 
ed. In the fchool at Armagh we are told there were 
feven thoufand fchoiars; in that of Clonard, three 
thoufand. Lifmore was in this refped ftill more emi- 
nently diftingui(hcd> This was the period when fo- 
reigners, the Britons, the Germans, the Teutones, 

the 
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the Swifs, the Sicambri and other nations of the 
North, reforted to Ireland for improvement. Then 
it was that this country rel^eived the honourable 
appellation of, " the ifland of the holy and the 
learned/* Then it was, more p;articularly, that 
miflionaries were fent from us to different places of 
the continent, to propagate the Chriftian reKgioa 
and fcholaftic philofophy, the faftiionable learning of 
the times. Mezeray the hiftoran teftifies, in refpeft 
to France, that crowds of rehgious flocked from Ire- 
land to that country and were ufefiil, even in tem- 
poral mattersv They were not indolent ; they la-t 
boured with their hands ; they tilled the ground, 
they built, they planted, and this with a view to feed 
and cherifli the poor. Their labours were moft fuc-r 
cefsftil. Heaven feemed to. fmile upon them. " j 
** fliall fay nothings he farthep obferves, of their 
** having preferved ahnoft all the remains of the hi^ 
^^ ftory of thefe times." Amidft fuch fcenes of 
darknefs and confufion, how pleafmg is this defcrip^ 
tion, how honourable, to. our countrymen, and to the 
peculiar genius of their learned inftitutions ! 

farewells 

LETTER XXIII;. 

YOU have feen that Fionachta exonerated the 
Leinftrians from the baromean tribute. He 
kept his engagement ; but, it was violated by his 
fucceffor. Feargal; who afcended the throne in fe- 
ven hundred and thirteen, paid no regard to/it.. He 
led twenty one thoufand men to Leinfter, in fupport 
of this claim. Murrough, King of Leinfter, met 
him in the^ field with nine thpufand m^n to defi^ijd 
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the rights of his country. He encountered him at 
Almhuin. Feargal was flain and his army entirely 
vanquifhed. 

Aic invafion of the Pida and inteftine diffentions 
fill up tht fcene, from the death of this monarch to 
the fccond year of the reign of Aod who was advan- 
ced to the throne in the year feven hundred and 
ninety fevcn- The peace of Ireland was now about 
lo be difturbed from a new and imexpefted quarter. 

The irruption of the barbarous nations into the 
Roman empire, with the rapid deftrudion of that 
mighty fabric, for many centuries the terror and 
admiration of the world, ia- one of the moft remarka- 
ble events recorded in the hiflory of mankind. How 
rt was poffible ftwr the cold and uncultivated regions 
of the North, to produce the multitudes by which it 
Was accomplifhed, has been, to the curious, a ma^ 
ter of much fpecuktiojw Gmmtries, which at pre- 
fent, though much better improved, are by no 
means populous, muft, at fo remote ^ period^ have 
been ftilt more thinly inhabited. Had it been other- 
wife, thefe emigrants wouM never have conceived 
a defign of changing their fituation.. Populoufnefs 
is the confequence of a fruitful foil. A fruitful foil 
can fcarcely be ©verfltocked with injlabitants. The 
people of the North, pinched by the want of fubfif- 
tence wfre forced to defert theif country and k)©k 
elfe where for a more comfortable fettfement. The 
number of emigrants was fuppfied: in a continued 
fuccelfion. Thofe wha dwelt to rfiie South of thefe 
Vaft dreary regions fifit defiitted t^eitr habitations, 
whofe pfece was occupicdi by their neighbour's. Pret 
fed^upon by the more reqtbttt andencoucage^by rfie 
fuccefe of theii couiiia:ymc% they rcKipvedlu in their 
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turn, to make way for new commers, ready to take 
up. In their room, the fame temporary abode. The 
countries, whofe inhabitants, from the firft emigra- 
tion, thus moved forwards, in a regular courfe, were 
fo extenfive as to occupy a very confidcrable part of 
Europe. Of thofe invaders^ fuch as pofTeffed the 
maritime parts of Denmark, Sweden Livonia and 
the neighbouring countries, being rendered from 
thetr fituation,. fkilful in naval affairs, were natural- 
ly fcd to mak,e ^Ijeir expedition? by fe^ in queft of 
new habitations. 

At the period above mentioned^, a very confide- 
rable number of thofe foreigner?, whom our authors 
have diftinguifhed by the common appellation of 
Danes, landed ki Ireland. They continued for fome 
time, to ravage the coaft. But Aod haviE^ collec- 
ted an army defeated them. Thofe who Survived 
reached with difficulty their (hips. Some time after, 
they made another attempt on the Provbce of Ul- 
fter, which was equally unfuceefsfuL But, before 
they were repulfed, they committed great deftrudti- 
on in the country. Barbarous in their manners and 
fuilk iix the groifeft ignorance, nothing f^cred or pro- 
fane efcaped their indifcriminating fury. Among 
other depredations, they burned to the ground Lif- 
more with it's fehool, fo highly celebrated by our 
IriHi annalifts. 

The Danes had carried to their countrymen fuch 
accounts of Ireland as rendered it an objedt of de- 
fire to thofe who wiftied to exchange the unpleafant- 
nefs of fevere colds and a barren laid for the advan- 
tage of a temperate clin^te and a fertile foil. Hence, 
a new body df them croffed the fea and m^de a de-. 
fcent upon Lcinfter. But the former fpirited efforts 
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of their neighbours, in prefcrvation of their rights 
and their property againft this dangerous enemy, 
were not imitated by the men of this province on the 
prefent occafion. They fled before the Danes and 
left their pofleflions to be wafted by their depre- 
dations. The enemy encouraged by this ftiame- 
ful timidity, advanced forwards into the country, 
loading themfelves, in their progrefs, with phinder. 
By this time, the Leinftrians had recovered from their 
panic. Alhamed of their mifcondudt and reinfor- 
ced by their friends, they attacked the invaders with 
their ufual intrepidity and after an obftinate engage- 
ment defeated them. The Danes loft all their boo- 
ty and fcventcen hundred men^ 

Adieu. 

LETTER XXIV. 

ALL the attempts made by the Danes upon Ire- 
land had been unfuccefsfuL But, by this 
time, they were much better acquainted with the ad- 
vantages of the country, and, of confequence, ani- 
mated by ftronger defire to procure in it, if poflible^ 
a permanent eftablifliment. With a fleet of fixty fail, 
in the reign of Feidfim, they made a powerful de- 
fcent on the province of Munfter. After commit- 
ting their ufual barbarities, they were repulfed, with 
flaughter. During the reign of FeidRm, they made 
feveral other defultory attacks on different parts of 
the ifland. 

Bu T an invaRon of thefe foreigners, much more 
formidable and more fatal in it's confequences, was 
made in the year eight hundred and fifteen. Their 
troops, were commanded by Turgefius, a man not 

more 
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more celebrated for his courage than the barbarous 
ferocity of his temper. A hundred and twenty Ihips 
carried over the enemy from Denmark. Of thefe, 
they made* two divifions ; one of which entered the 
river Boy ne, the. other, the LifFey, in order to dift'raft 
the attention of the Irifh. When intelligence of 
their landing was brought to the (everal parties of 
Danes fcattered through the country, they exulted 
in their flattering profpedts, united with one confent 
and arranged themfeives under the banner of Tur- 
gefius. The invaders now penetrated to the center 
of the kingdom. Caille who fucceeded Aod,, does 
not appear, at this alarming crifis, to have behaved, 
in defence of his crown and the rights of his people, 
with the fpirit and dignity becoming a monarch, 
Befides, the chieftains, inftead of uniting againft the 
common enemy, fufFered themfelves to be embroiled 
in civil conunotions, more indifferent to their own 
fafety and the public good than to the gratification of 
their private paffions. The wretched inhabitants were 
defpoiled of their property. Schools, churches ; every 
thing, in particular, connedted with religion, became 
a\ prey to the impious and mercilefs cruelty of the 
conqueror. Wherever he came, military law was 
eftablifhed ; the rapacity of the foldier extinguifhed 
the feelings of compaflion and was equally deaf to 
the voice of juftice and humanity. The foreigners 
were by this time poffeffed of a confiderable part ^f 
the 'kingdom. Malachy, who, it is faid, now (at 
upon the throne, had done as little for the fafety of 
the kingdom, as his predeceffor. He had been hi- 
therto but the (hadow of a king. But, an event 
happened which called forth his fpirit into aftion. 
Turgefius call his eye on his daughter and demand- 
ed 



74 THE HISTORY 

ed her in marriage. The monarch confidered the alfi- 
ance as inglorious ; it would be a difgrace to his fa- 
mily. His ferrfe of honor, his refentment were roufed. 
In confequence of his vigorous exertions, liis fubjeds 
united and rofc univerfalty upon tbe Danes, The 
greateft part of them were driven from the kingdom. 
Turgefius was taken and fufFered, by the hand of 
juftice, the merited puniftiment of his crimes. A na^ 
tional aflembly was convened in which an aft of am- 
nefty was publiftied and a refolution formed that in 
future private refentments (hould he facrificed to the 
public good. Had they adhered to tWs virtuous re- 
folution, Ireland had nothing to fear ffom? a foreign 
enemy, and it's inhabitants woulct have been a hap- 
py people. 

Tut Danes had built calires and ftrong holds for 
the fecurity of their power. Thefe were demoliftied. 
With refpeft to fuch of the foreigners as remained 
in the kingdom, they were permitted to fettle in the 
maritime towns, to carry on, for the public benefit^ 
as was fuppofed, the fevera! branches of trade with 
which they were acquainted. 

This indu^ence however, the Irifli had caufe to 
repent, for numbers of Danes came to tWs country, 
from time to time, and fettled, with a view, as they 
alTedged, to trade. Thefe adventurers confiding, as 
it ever happens, of the moft artfol and enterprizing 
cf their countrymen, infinuated themfelves into the 
favourable opinion of the princes in whofe territories 
ihey had taken up their refidence. By degrees, their 
influence increafmg, they obtained important privi- 
leges in feveral of the principal towns. Thus did 
they once more become formidable. Diffentions 
arofe, and new battles were fought, with various 
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fucccfs, betwixt them and the natives, the latter of 
whom diminifhed their own ftrength, and, in propor- 
tion, encreafed that of the enemy by the inteftinc 
commotions in which they were involved. Whatever 
evils arofe from the diflentions of the Irifh, they had 
not been prejudicial to men of learning or to femina- 
ries of knowledge. Thefe cctfnmanded fo much re- 
fpecft, from all parties, as to remain uninjured even 
in the moft diftrafted times^ But the invafions of 
the Danes, were particularly deftrudive to learning 
and the Chriftian refigion. Many of our fcholars 
fled to the contiaent,. among whom are reckoned 
Clement^ the celebrated Scotus,. commonly called 
John Erigena and others. The knowlege which they 
carried from Ireland, they tranfplaritpd ajnd culti- 
vated in forcigji countries-. 

Adieu« 

LETTER XX\r. 

FLAN, elefted monarch in the year eight hun- 
dred and fevcnty nine, fat upon the throne 
many years. It was a favourable eircumftance to 
the Danes, who were permitted to encreafe their 
power in the kingdom^ at pleafure. The warlike 
atchievments of Flan tiid not confift in attempting 
to expel the enemies of his country. They were di- 
re£led to a much more inglorious objeft, the profe- 
cuting with hoftilities thofc of Ms fubjefts who had 
incurred his refentment.. 

Ni A L L the fourth, who next fat on the throne, was 
well difpofed to check the progrefe of the common 
enemies, but, inftead of being able to reprefs their 
power^ he had the mortification to fee it fbrengthned 
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by a very confiderable reinforcement. With this, 
they attacked Dublin, took it by ftorm and put the 
inhabitants to the fword. Alarmed by this event, a 
numerous army crowded to the ftandard of the 
monarch, which, on the fixteenth of Odtober, in the 
year nine hundred and nineteen, engaged the Danes, 
in the vicinity of. Dublin. The conftidt was long 
and violent. At laft, thelrifti gave way, Niall re- 
folving not to furvive the difgrace, rufhed into the 
thiqkeft of the fight and perifhed. With him fell the 
prince of Ulfter and many others of diftindtion, be- 
fides the numbers that were flain of an inferior rank. 

Don AC HAD the Second fucceeded NialK In his 
reign, the Iri(h defeated the Danes, in more than one 
engagement. But none of their generals, at this 
period, was fo diftinguiftied as Ceallachan King of 
Munfler. The vigorous exertions of this valiant 
prince had expelled thefe foreigners entirely from his 
province. This led to confequences fo important as 
to merit a more particular detaiU 

SiTRicK, general of the Danes, equally remark- 
able for his cruelty and valour^ finding it impoffibla 
to regain^ by open force, a re-eftabli(hment ia 
Munfter, determined to carry his point by treachery. 
With this view, he aflumed the malk of friendftip, 
and propofed, to the king of that province, to enter 
into a treaty of amity ; and, to convince him of his 
fincerity, offered him his filler in marriage. As the 
Danes were ftill powerful in Ireland, it was natural 
for Ceallachan to wifti that an end ftiould be finally 
put to the diftraftions of his unhappy country, Be- 
fidcs, the lady was beautifuL She was once his 
captive, and had made a favourable ijcnpreffion on 
his heart. For thefe reafons, he embraced the pro- 
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pofal, fet off for Dublin where Sitrick refided, in 
order to conclude the treaty, and confummate the 
marriage. Unfufpicious of any criminal defign in 
the Dane, he took with him only a part of his 
guards, leaving behind his principal force to protedt 
the province, the care of which he had committed 
to Kennedy, a faithful relation, on whofe vigilance 
and fidelity he placed the greateft dependance* 
Ceallachan was now arrived in the vicinity of Dub- 
lin. Sitrick had grofsly abufed the unfufpeding 
confidence of this generous prince. The objedl of 
his fcheme was, to get him in his power, .with a 
view to deprive him of a capacity of protedtuig his 
country. He had the imprudence to communicate 
this diflionourable intention to his wife, an Irifh la- 
dy of diftinguilhed birth ; who heard it with indig- 
nation, and, as expeditioufly as pofliWe, conveyed 
fecretly an account of the whole matter to Ceallach- 
an. Aftonifhed at this intelligence the prince too 
late faw his fatal error. Every thing pointed out an 
inftant retreat from the fnare of his treacherous ene- 
my. He wheeled about with his attendants, but, 
his efforts to efcape were vain. The guards of Si* 
trick, had been ordered to take pofleflion of thie way 
through which he had paffed. Ceallachan, not inti- 
midated by this imminent danger, courageoufly en- 
deavoured to break through the enemy. But num- 
bers prevailed over valour ; after the lofs of many 
of his men, the Munfter prince was taken prifoner 
and led back, in triumph, to Dublin- The Dane 
having thus executed his ungenerous fcheme, refolv- 
ed to profit by it ; he propofed to fet his prifoner at 
liberty, upon condition, that Limerick, Calhel, Wa- 
terford, Cork and all the garrifoned towns of Mun- 
fter 
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fter (hould be delivered to him, and a confiderable 
fum of money paid for his ranfom. It was impof- 
fible that Ceailachan who had been hitherto the 
magnanimous defender of his country, could liftcn 
to terms, fo diflionourable *and fo highly prejudicial 
to it*s intereft By a meffenger which he was per-- 
mittcd to fend to Munfter with thefe conditions, he 
entreated his countrymen to pay no regard to thenct, 
but to exert themfelves with fpirit and endeavour to 
bring Sitrick to reafon by force of arms. Kennedy, 
to whom it has been faid the care of the province 
was entrufted, behaved glorioufly on this trying oc- 
cafion. He raifed a numerous army which he led to 
Armagh where Ceailachan had been conveyed for 
the greater fecurity of his perfon. Sitrick was alarm- 
ed. Immediately with a proper efcort, he removed 
his prifoner to Dundalk, giving orders that he fhould 
be fent to Denmark under convoy of a fleet coUed- 
cd there for the purpofe. 

Mean while Kennedy attacked the eoemy's for- 
ces at Armagh and obtained a compleat viAory, up- 
on which, he led his triumphant army to Dundalk, 
with all poflible expedition, for the deliverance of 
their king. But too late* Before they arrived, he 
was put on board, and placed beyond the reach of 
their afliftance. Deeply affefted by the difappoint- 
ment, they crouded to the fhore lamenting the lofs 
of a prince, whofe efforts in behalf of their liberties, 
had been fo glorious to himfelf and fo much endeared 
him to his country. But whilft they were indulging 
thefe feelings, a number of fhips, under a brilk gale, 
appeared in fight bearing down upon the Danes. It 
was the fleet of Munfter coUefted by the order of 
Kennedy and commanded to fail round and attack 
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the fliips of the enemy- The two fleets immediate- 
ly engaged. Before this, our countrymen had made 
no figure in naval affairs-, on the prefent occafion, 
courage fupplied the place of Ikill. The Irifli en- 
tirely routed the enemy. Their viftorious fleet 
entered the harbour of Dundalk. Ceallachan was 
Kving and had regained his liberty, a circumftance 
which exceedingly heightened the tranfports felt on 
this happy occafion. The king returned to Munfter 
where he was received by his fubje<fts with fimilar 
expreflions of afFedion- His patriotifm, and other 
virtues, had commanded univerfal love and admi- 
ration. 

Having recruited his forces, Ceallachan deter- 
mined to ufe every poffible effort to deliver his coun- 
try from the power of the Danes, whofe tyranny, 
and infidioiis fnarcs he had fo fortunately efcaped- 
The defign fucceeded to his wifties- His army was 
repeatedly viftorious, and thefe foreigners reduced 
to a neceffity of evacuating the kingdom. 

He did not long furvive this happy event. Short- 
ly after, he defcended quietly, with h(mor, to the 
grave. Colonel Valiancey has called in queftion the 
authenticity of thefe particulars concerning Cealla- 
chan- But I have related them, as there is nothing 
in them impMrobable, and they arc recoj^led by aU 
our hiilorians. 

Farewell 

LETTER XXVL 

THE expulfion of the Danes was no fecurity to 
the Irifli that they ftiould be fafe in future 
from their depredatbns. Ireland, with which they 

were 
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were now well acquainted, had temptations fuflScient 
to excite them to procure a fettlement in it, even at 
every rifque. In the time of Congal the Second, 
whom we find upon the throne at the period fuc- 
ceeding the death of Ceallachan, thefe foreigners 
again invaded Ireland. Ulfter, Leinfter, Connaught, 
every quarter of the kingdom, for the fpace of twen- 
ty five years, experienced the calamitous confe- 
quences of their rapacity* Not that the inhabitants 
were inadlive with refped: to the prefervation of their 
lives and their property* During that period, the 
Danes were frequently attacked and even vanquifli- 
ed, but, as their numbers were confumed by war 
they were recruited by fucc^ive emigrations from 
the continent. 

In the year nine hundred and eighty, the ftates 
advanced to the throne Malachy the Second, of the 
race of Hereftion- For fome time, he oppofed the 
progrefs of the Danes with becoming fpirit. His 
efforts how.ever were tranfient, he foon funk down 
into a Hate of fliameful inadtion. But Ireland did 
not want, at this peripd, a ftrenuous defender of her 
rights. 

. Brian Boromy King of Munfter, by his fucceflP- 
ful efforts againft the invaders of his country, had 
been eminently diftinguifhed. The virtues of juftice, 
of patriotifm and magnanimity, Ihone forth in none 
of the princes of Ireland more confpicuoufly than in 
him. 

The inglorious Mafechy was- quite. eclipfed by 
his great and good qualities. Struck by his virtues, 
the ftates dethroned their fovereign, and placed the 
crown upon his head. In this inftance, the regular 
courfc of fucceflion was difregarded. The Prince of 

Munfter 
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Munfter was not of the houfe of Hy Niall. He 
was, T^owever, a Milefian of the houfe of Heber^ 
three of whofe anceftors had fat upon the Irifli 
throne. On receiving the crown, the Danes expe- 
rienced the efFefts of the additional power with which 
he was inveftcd. They were not, indeed, extirpa- 
ted, but they were reduced to a ftate of perfedt 
obedience in the feveral towns affigned them for 
their refidcnce, where they were permitted, once 
more, to exercife their refpeftive occupations. He 
obliged them to give fecurity for their good behavi* 
our, and to pay a tribute to govemmeht for the 
protedion they enjoyed* 

Brian now turned his attention to every thing 
conducive to the internal peace and happinefs of his 
fubjedts. He took pains to adjuft the principles of 
the political fyftem, td rcftrain oppreffive violence, 
and to adminifter juftice with ftrixStnefs and impar- 
tiality. To improve the kingdom fo miferably 
wafted by internal diflentions, and, ftill more, by 
the depredations of the Danes, was an objedl of his 
very particular care. Cities, churches and femina- 
ries of learning, of which nothing for many years, 
had been feen but the miferable ruins, were rebuilti 
Under his wife adminiftration, things began to wear 
a new face ; order was. reftored and a pleafmg pro«* 
fpedt opened to view- But the bleffings of undif- 
turbed peace, after a continuance of ten years, gave 
place to the calamities of war. The paffions of the 
Irifli, eafily enflamcd and impatient of control, ren- 
dered them incapable of thofe reftraints neceffary to 
the happinefs which refults from the tranquil enjoy- 
ments of focicty. If at any time, the violence of 
their feelings fubfided, envy, jealoufy, a thirft f(V 
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rapine, or revenge, put an end, as. we have feen on 
numberlers occafions, to this defirable ftate, and 
involved them in all the miferies of inteftine war. 
This Brian, notwithftanding all his wifdom and pru- 
dence, largely experienced. Maolmorda, prince 
of Leinfter, on a vifit at court, received offence 
from the king's eldeft fon, who, on a former occafion, 
had cxprefled his diflike of him for being an aflbciate, 
and a proteftor of the Danes. Fired by refentment 
which would not be pacified, he haftcd home to gra- 
tify his revenge. Having taken council with his 
fubjedts and found his own power infufiicient, he 
refolved to apply for foreign affiftance. MeiTengers, 
For this purpofe, were difpatched to the king of 
Denmark who fent him, under the command of his 
fons, twelve thoufand men. Thefe were joined by 
i^he Danes of Ireland^ and by all the forces which 
the prince of Leinfter could colleft. When theii* 
preparations were compleated, war was proclaimed 
againft the monarch. ISrian had always acquitted 
himfelf like a hero, and his conduct, on the prefent 
tDccafion, was perfectly fuitable to his former charac- 
ter. Ah army was foon raifed ; for his people, by 
whom he was univerfally admired, and who at prefent 
were deeply concerned for their common fafety, 
crouded to his ftandard. Hoftilities commenced. 
The conteft haftehed to a crifis. On the twenty 
third of April, one thoufand and fourteen, the two 
%rmies met in a pfein about two miles from Dublin. 
The heart of iBrian was full of courage and animated 
'wirh the love of vidofy and of glory. But his arm 
^as enfeebled by age. He was now in his eighty 
eighth year. Having arranged his troops in battle 
Wray, with the utmoft reludauce, he refigned the 
* i command 
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commaJid to his fon and retired, in painfiil folicitude 
for the iffue. The fignal was given, on both fides, 
to begin the charge. At this critical moment Mala- 
fdhy, the dethroned monarch, who had joined the 
^xmy of Brian as an auxiliary, treacheroufly drew off 
his battalion to adiftance, hoping that by this revolt, 
his men would be thrown into confiifion and intimi- 
dated. But this bafe uiiexpedted defe<aion did not 
terrify or difconccrt the foldiers of Boromy. They 
advanced bravely to the combat, led on by their 
commander and the other princes, in a manner be- 
coming the (cms of fuch a father. On both fides, the 
onfet was furious. Refolved to conquer or die, 
every man maintained his ground with the moll de* 
tcrmincd firmnefsJ The event continued for fome 
time in fufpence. At length, the good fortune of 
Brian and the glorious caufe in which he was en- 
gaged triumphed. The Danes gave way ; terror 
feized the men of Leinfter. They fliruhk from their 
ilandards and the rout became univerfal. Great 
numbers of them were deftroyed. It is faid that 
feventeen thoufand periihed either in the battle or 
purfuit. Many likewife fell on the fide of the mo- 
narch, who himfelf was unfortunately killed in his 
tent, at the conclufion of the engagement. Befides 
him and others of diftinftion who perifhed on this 
occafion, his brave fon Murtogh, who led the battle 
with fuch diftinguifhed honor, generoufly attempt- 
ing to relieve one of the princes of Denmark whom 
he faw wounded a^id in need of affiftance, received 
from him a treacherous blow and was numbered with 
the flain. 

Thus ended the memorable battle of Clontarf, 
by which the fpirit of the Danes, and their fehemes 
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of conqueft, with refpeft to Ireland, which they 
had been labouring to carry into execution for two 
hundred and feventy years, ivere utterly difappoint* 
ed. The few feeble efforts which they afterwards 
made^ were of no confequence ; here, it may be 
faid, ended, effedually, all their attempts upon the 
liberties of this country. 

No chafadler in the Hiftory of Ireland is more 
celebrated than that of Brian Boromy. The virtues 
of patriotifm and magnanimity by which he wasdif* 
tinguilhed, when king of Munfter, raifed him to 
the honours of Supreme Monarch. When he took 
upon him the office>of foVereign authority, he found 
Ireland ftill labouring under the oppreflion of a fo- 
reign enemy. The peace, which he purchafed for 
it by the ^fword, he labourefd fuccefsftdly to Secure, 
by the wifdotn, the juftice, and moderation of his 
government* He was not fond of war^; the exerti- 
ons of his courage were the efFeft of prudent deli- 
beration, which had purely for their end the fafety 
of his country, and the prefervation of it's liberties* 
Thefe were ever the objefts of his deareft afFeAion. 
The enemy^ whilft m arms, felt the fpirited ef- 
forts of his courdige, but when conquered, experi- 
enced that his heart was equally fufceptible of fenti- 
tnents of tendernefs and compaOion; -qualities, ever 
ithe infeparable attendants of true magnanimity. As 
this prince was diftinguifhed in the field, and culti- 
A^ated the arts of peace with fmgular induftry, he 
omitted no opportunity of expreffing his regard 
for religion. It was in his reign, as we are told, 
that the Danes were converted to Chriltianity. In 
this inflance, however, animated by pious zeal, he 
4id not confuk the nxore amiable feelings of his 

heart. 
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heart. He publifhed an edidt by which they were 
peremptorily commanded either to embrace the Gof- 
pel, or depart from the kingdom. We need not be 
furprifed that Brian Boromy, in this particular, vio- 
lated the rights of confcience, when fuch numbers, 
in other refpedts, diftinguifhed for their virtues, 
have adted the fame part in ages enlightened b> phi- 
lofophy ; when the genius of our religion might have 
been better underftood, by which liberality of fenti- 
ment is enforced, and principles inculcated that tend 
to banifh coi;itra6\;cd ideas aiid tp fill the heart with 
benevolencje^ 

FareweH. 

LETTER XXVIE 

FROM the middle of the eighth century whei% 
the Danes firft invaded Ireland, the learning of 
this country, which^ in the preceding centuries, had 
made a confiderable figure r^^pidly djeclined. Where-r 
ever thefe barbarians came^ they deftroyed, as you 
have feen, all the repofitories of knowledge which 
they met with, both facred and prophane. Enemies 
to Chriftianity and defirous to obliterate from the 
minds of the people all remembrance of their ancient 
laws, cuftoms and origin, that they might be difpo-r 
fed to fubmit more readily to a foreign domination, 
religious books and hiftorical records were indifcrimi- 
nately the objeds of their fury. Hence, as a principal; 
caufe of our want of information, the antiquities of 
Ireland have been much lefs clearly i^nderftood. 

Of this period, very few writers are mentioned. 
As the moll remarkable, the names of Clement and 
Albin, Claudius and John Erigena are handed down 
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to the prefent times. . Nor mUft we forget Cormac 
Mac Cuillenan who lived in the tenth century, tha 
famous king of Munftcr and archbifliop of CafheL 
He is fuppofed to have been the author of the Pfal- 
ter of Calhel which contains an account of the line 
of Heber or the Munfter kings. The fiftions with 
which this is filled as well as other compofitions of 
the fame kind ftill extant, have rendered them much 
lefs ufefiil to the Irifli hiftorian. 

WiTH many, this circumftance has deftroyed all 
cofidence in their authenticity. But on the fame 
principle, we muft reject entirely the teftimony of 
Herodotus and other authors of eftablifhed reputati- 
on. A writer, with refpeft to a number of his rela- 
tions,"! may be perfectly authentic ; in regard to 
others, may intentionally deceive ; he. may be de- 
ceived himfelf if he is credulous, if he is blinded 
by partiality, enthufiafm, or addifted to fuperftiti- 
on. The authors of our Pfalters, were bards, who, 
in all countries, during the early periods, were the 
only repofitories of hiftory and of every kind of 
learning. They, befides the caufes of error, to 
which, in common with others, they were fubjeft, 
confidered it as their privilege to intermix the fads 
which they related with fable, and to enliven them 
with the colourings of imagination. In confulting 
fuch writings, to diftinguifli what is probable from the 
contrary, to feparate accurately truth from falfliood, 
is the duty of the fenfible and judicious hiftorlan. 
But to return from this degrefTion. 

Though the battle of Clontarf broke the power 
of the Danes in Ireland, it did not put an end to 
thofe intelline difcords which had been fo ru.inoujs to 
the Idngdom. They encreafed. By the acceffiori 
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of Brian to the crown, the order of fucceflion, as has 
been faid, was changed. To this, Malachy was de-* 
termined not to fubmit. The throne was now va- 
cant ; without a new regular eledkton, he reafcended 
it, folely by his own power and by the influence' of 
the ftates of Meath. Upon his death, Tiege and 
DoDagh, the two fbns of Brian Boromy, claimed the 
fovereignty. Donagh, the younger, more fubtite 
and ambitious, circumvented his brother, and by 
force, reduced Munfter, Lcinfter, Connaught and 
Meafh. From this time, ambition, without any 
regard to juftice, was the fote motive which influ- 
enced the competitors for the crown. Monarchs of 
the houfe of Milefius were no longer, exclufively 
ele^fted by the Aate^, agreeably to the principles of the 
ancient and eftabGflied conftitution. . We may eafily 
conceive what muft have been the condition of the 
kingdom, wheh this was added to tlie former caufes 
of contention by which it was fo miferably harafTed. 
TuR L,oGH, the nephew of Donagh, envied him the 
honours of fovereigmy. Aided by the kings of Con- 
naught and of Leinfter, he overcame the forces of 
the monarch near the mountains of Ardagh and took^ 
poflelTion of the throne. 

Adieu. 

LETTER XXVffl. 

THE princes of Ireland, in general, acknow- 
ledged Turlogh for their fovereigq, and fub- 
mitted to his authority. His virtues muft have been 
diftinguiftied, if we judge by a letter to him froni 
Lanfranc Archhiftiop of Canterbury, in which he 
praiies God for \m goodnefs to the Irifh nation in 
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granting them a prince to rule over them of his pi- 
ety, moderation and equity, in the adminiftration 
of government. The addrefs of this letter is pom- 
pous, " To the magnificent Turlogh king of Ire- 
" land." 

On the death of this prince^ his fon Mortogh 
claimed the crown and is confidered as the next mo- 
narch of Irelaod. Mortogh, jeafous of the defigns 
of his brother Dermod, banifhed him from his ter- 
ritories. Dermod, ftimulated by ambition and re- 
venge, colleded his partizans, and determined, if 
he could, to poffefs himfelf of the crown. Diftreff- 
ing to the people were the effed^s of this unnatural 
competition. In the end, the brothers were reconci** 
led. There are difFerent accounts of this tranfadti- 
on. Mr. O'Halloran fays that Mortogh, from a 
thirft of power, havings fcM" years, been engaged in 
bloody contefts with the princes of Connaught and 
of Ulfter, filled with remorfe for the mifcries in 
which he had involved the kingdom, refigned the 
crown to his brother, and laboured by the piety and 
charity of his future life to attone for hia paft mif- 
conduft. 

Historians, and particularly the author men- 
tioned above, have given us an account of a cele- 
brated ecclefiaftical council held in Ireland at this 
time, which muft not be paflfed over unnoticed. 

The moft amiable humanity was one of the di- 
Hinguilhing charafterifticks of the inftruAions and 
the example of the divine author of Chriftianity. As 
he taught his apoftles to follow his fteps, he check- 
ed in them every appearance of fpiritual pride 
and ambition, and, when he was taken from the 
world, left them upon a footing of perfetSt equality. 

But 
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But the bifliop of Rome, the feat of empire, foon 
,began to affume power over the other churches. 
•The converfion of Conftantine to the Faith, the ir- 
ruption of the barbarous nations, and the^ daik ages 
which followed, gave him oppcMtunities which he 
moft induftrioufly improved, of erecting a mighty 
fabrick not only of fpiritual but temporal dommati* 
on over almoft the whole of ehriftendom. Though 
the church of Ireland had conformed to that of 
Rome, in fome lefler matters, fuch as the tonfure and 
the time of celebrating Eafter, it did not acknowlege 
any fubje<ftion to it's authority. Briefe and letters 
from Rome, had been diredted to the Irifti bifliops; 
but they qbeyed them at pleafure. Some bifliops 
were married; nor were there any of that order 
nominated by the Pope, or did they enjoy the esh- 
clufive privileges of the bifhops, who, in other coun- 
tries, were taken under the proteAioa of the RomiiTi 
hierarchy. The clergy of this country were fubjeft 
to temporal authority. Contrary to the inftitution, 
which was eftabliftied here in their, favour lipon the 
introduction of Chriftianity^ they were taxedi nor 
were they even exempted from military duties, la 
their councils and fynods,, the archbifliop of Ar- 
magh prefided, who took upon him to confecrate 
bifliops, not only for this kingdom but foreign mif- 
fions. Of this aifumed power, he had made a very 
improper ufe. Biftiops were ipiultiplied in fuch 
numbers as to prejudice the ftate. With a view to 
reform and to encreafe the power of the church, un- 
der the fanftion of Murtogh, who was very:-zealous 
in the caufe of religion, a national council was con- 
vened at the grove of Aongus in Meath. In this 
aiffembly which was very numerous^ Gilbert bifhop 
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of Limerick, prefided, for the firft time, as legate 
from the Pope. Of the regulations of the council, 
the principal were, that the clergy (hould be exempted 
from the civil jxjwer ; that all their contributions to 
the ftate, ftiould be confidered, in future, as free 
gifts ; that the number of bifhops fhould not exceed 
twenty eight, with a faving in favour of the rights 
and privileges of the prefent biftiops ; that the fee 
of Leth Cuin fliould exercife fupertor jurifdidioii 
over the clergy of all Ireland. Befides, the limits were 
defined, beyond which, each biftiop was not to ex- 
tend his authority. The introduction of the papal 
power into Ireland, of which, in this council, we di- 
fcern the beginning, was one caufe of new calami- 
ties, that embittered the hapfMnef&<)f the nation and 
lafted for centuries. 

t E T T E R XXIX. 

THE reigns immediately fucceeding, thofe of 
Turlogh O'Connor and his brother, prefertt 
nothing but a continued feries of turbulence and ini 
teftine faftion. In the reign of Mortogh 0*Niair, 
who fucceeded the latter, was held, the remarkable 
council of Kells'- 

We have feen that the legate of the Pope was 
permittee! to prefide in the council of Aongus ; that 
upon this occafion, the influence of the archbifhcps 
and bifhops was circumfcribed and the clergy exempt- 
ed from the civil power. This was a favourable be- 
ginning of the authority which his hofinefs wifhed 
to eftablifh in Ireland on an extenfive and perma- 
nent foundation. One obllacle more than any other 
oppofed Ws prctcnfions. Certain great families in 

Ireland 
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Ireland hitherto prefented to bifliopricks, which had 
been confined to particular fepts after the manner 
of the antient druids. The Pope however, by his 
addrefs, gained partizans ifi this kingdom who ftre- 
nuoufly withftood this mode of prefentation, among 
whom Saint Bernard and Saint Malachy, were parti- 
cularly diftinguiflied. The time being thought fa- 
vourable to the pretenfions of the church of Rome, 
a council, as mentioned above, was affembled nt 
Kells, in which her adherents, fupported by the au- 
thority of Cardinal Paparo, carried their point. 
Four archbifhops, one for each province, with their 
fufFragans, twelve to Ulfter and Munfter, nine to 
Connaught and five to Leinfter, were appointed. 
As a mark of the fubjeftion of this kingdom, to his 
holinefs, the Cardinal prefented a paM to. each of the 
archbifliops who were confidered as his reprefenta- 
tives in fpirituals. At the fame time, the archbi- 
fhop of Armagh was invefted with the poweis of the 
primacy. Thus was the church of Ireland deprived 
of the privileges fhe had enjoyed for feven hundred 
years and fubjedted to the ufurped power of a fo- 
reign domination. It reftefts honor upon the me- 
mory of a number of the clergy who compofed the 
concil of Kells that they contended with ffnrit in 
fupport of their antient conftitution, but flavifh prin- 
ciples had taken pofTefliort of the minds of the majo^ 
rity, and the friends of the Irifh church and of ^ the 
privileges oif the nation ftruggled in Vain. 
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LETTER XXX. 

THE period at which yre are now arrived^ and 
thpfe which follow^ call for a more particular 
inveftigation. Every Iriftiman (hould be clofely at- 
tentive to the events they contain, as the know- 
ledge of thenij^ and the impreffions which they na- 
tively produce, are of the utmoft confequence to his 
rights, and to the profperity of his country.. 

In the year of Qhrift eleven hundred and fixty 
fix, Roderic O'Connor,^ fon of Turlogh, the prece- 
ding monarch of that name,, w^s, on the death of 
his predeceflfor, rajfed by hisi adherents to the Irifh 
throne. It is of confequence to remeniber that he 
was of the houfe of Heren^on, and therefore, a juft 
claimant of the crown, upon the principles of the an,- 
irient conftitution. The whole kingdom fubmitted 
to his authority. His title to the throne was a$ 
good, if not better, than that of any monarch who 
reigned fince the death of Brian Boromy* 

Rodericks profpedt of a happy and a peaceful 
reign was foon interifupted, by a revolt of feyeral of 
the petty princes who had fo lately fworn alle- 
giance to him. He had fcarcely reduced them to 
obedience when he was called upon by Tighernan 
O'Rourk, king of BrefFney^ to aflift him in chaftifing 
Dermod, king of Leinfter, by whom he had been 
grofsly injured. The offence w^js this, Dermod 
had been engaged in an intrigue with the wife of 
O'Rourk, and taking advantage of his abfence on a 
pilgrimage, had carried her off. Tighernan, deter- 
mined to avenge himfelf on the invader of his do- 
iqeftic peace, applied for aid, as we have juft men- 
tioned 
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tioned to Roderic. The monarch immediately led 
to his affiftance a confiderable force. Dermod, in 
this emergence, had recourfe to his fubjefts for fup- 
port But in vain. He was a tyrant, and met with 
his jaft recompenfe. The chieftains of Leinfter not 
only refufed to enlift under his banner, in the profe- 
cution of his iniquitous caufe, but openly renounced 
their allegiance. Enflamed with rage at the difap- 
pointment, he was refolved to facrifice to his refent- 
ment, all regard to charaAer, and all afFedlion for 
the peace and welfare jrf l&s country. To leave no 
means untried of gratifying his infamous paffion, he 
paffed over to Britain, 'and from thence to France, 
in order to procure jifliftaJice from the king of 
England. 

Henry tlie Second, fon of tlie Emprefs Matilda,' 
fat at that time upon the Englilh throne. This 
prince had t)een engaged in a tedious and bloody 
comrpetition Avith Stephen, who, on the death of his 
grandfather Henry the Firft, took pofleffion of the 
crown. After a variety of efforts, obliged to relin- 
quilh his preteiifions for the .^preftsnt, he was not, 
until after the death cf Stephen, p4aced tipon the 
throne. Phiiofophy would teach, that the previous 
difficulties which he experienced in tTie purfuit, and 
the many troubles in which he was involved after he 
was invefted with fovercign power, made the acqui- 
fition a very expenfive purchafe. From the time, 
in particular, that he was raifed to the throne, be- 
twixt the uanatairal ambition of his fons, the dif- 
pute in which he \^s engaged with Thomasa Beck- 
et, and the wars he was obliged to carry on, in de- 
fence of his poffeffions on the continent, he fcarj^ly 
cryoyed ^n ^our of undifturied peace. Notwith- 
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ilaiiding, prompted by r^ftlefs ambition, he caft his 
eye upon Ireland, and only waited for a pretence to 
add it to his other dominions. The application of 
Dermod, above mentioned, correfponded with his 
wifties, but he was fo embarraffed at the time, as 
not to have it in his power, either to engage per- 
fonally in the bufinefs, or aflift him with forces. 
However, he refolved to condu<a himfelf in fuch a 
manner as to profit by it whenever the opportunity 
was more favourable, or his fituation would admit of 
it. Dermod having engaged, by oath, that if he 
would reftore him to his dominions he would hold 
them of him as his liege lord, the king encouraging 
him to perfevere in his endeavours for the recovery 
of his province, and promifing him aid as foon as 
poffible, gave him, in the mean time, credentials 
addreffed to his fubje<fts, by which he informed them 
that he had received Dermod, Prince of Leinfter, 
to his favour, and that if any of them would aflift 
him in regaining pofleflion of his territory, they had 
his licence and approbation* 

Furnished with this recommendation, the king 
of Leinfter repaired diredly to Briftol, communicat- 
ed the letter from Henry to the principal perfons of 
that city, and offered rewards to fuch as would enlift 
under his banner. Richard Earl of Pembroke, fur- 
named Strongbow, a man of an enterprifing fpirit 
^nd diftinguiftied valour, liftened to his propofal, 
and engaged to carry over to his afliftance, in Spring, 
a band of chofen men, provided that Dermod would 
give him his daughter in marriage, and aflign to him 
the inheritance of his province, in cafe he (hould be 
reftored to it. The king of Leinfter confented to 
thefe terms and the treaty was ratified Flattered 

with 



QF IRELAND. 9^^ 

with this encouragement, he fet out for Ireland. On 
his journey through Wales, he alfo engaged in his 
fervice two needy adventurers, Robert Fitzftephen 
and Maurice Fitzgerald, promifmg to reward them, 
for their affiftance, with the city of Waterford and 
two adjoining cantreds. Having thus fettled his af- 
fairs, he croffed the fca in difguife, and concealed 
himfelf in the monaftiery of Ferns, of which he had 
been the founder, difcovering himfelf to none but 
the monks of that place, in whom he entirely con- 
fided, and by whofe intrigues the number of his 
friends was encrcafed. He continued in this retreat 
through the Winter, during which time he was em- 
ployed in forming fchemes and taking proper mea- 
fures few the fuccefsful accomplifliment of his wiflies. 
In the mean time, Fitzftephen carried on his pre- 
parations with all poflible induftry. But the troops 
he Avas able to raife appeared very inadequate to the 
undertaking. In Spring, he landed upon the coaft 
of Wexford with only thirty knights, fifty gentle- 
men and three * hundred foot. The following day, 
Maurice de Prendergaft, another Welfli adventurer, 
landed from Milford Haven with ten men at arms 
and fixty archers. An exaggerated report imme- 
diately flew of the fuccours arrived to aflift Dermod, 
which operated in his favour. Five hundred Irifh 
auxiliaries attached themfelves to his caufe. Thefc 
being joined to the forces of Fitzftephen the whole 
advanced to the attack of Wexford, at that time, 
jwith fevcral other of the maritime towns, poffefled 
by the Danes. The inhabitants, after an obftinate 
refiftanoe, furrendered, upon condition of being 
preferved from plunder, for which they engaged to 
.pay Dermod an annual tribute. For tlieir fervice 

upon 
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upon this occafion, the king of Leinfter gave to 
Fitzftephen the town 6f Wexford, to Maurice Fitz- 
gerald the adjoining diftrid, and a grtftuity to each 
of the foldiers. By this fuecefs, the number of his 
forces being encreafed, Dermod led them into Ol^ 
fory, to punifh the king of that country who had 
incurred his difpleafure. 

Thk people of Offory, afiaid to face the enemy 
fn the field, kept themfelves in their marfhes and 
faftnefles, to tempt them frbm which, Dermod and 
his auxiliaries pretended to retreat quickly* The 
Oflbrians were deceived ; collefting from all quar* 
ters, they purfued until they Were drawn into a 
plain, where the Englifh turned, attacked and en- 
tirely defeated them. Dermod, in his cruelty to the 
vanquifhed, and the depredations committed in OC- 
fory, .difcovered a revengeful difpofitiofi, (hocking to 
every feeling of huitianity. Viftorious in Several en* 
gagements, he quite fubdued the country. This un- 
' cXpeiTted fuecefs, and particularly, the military re- 
nown of the Englifli foldiers, alarmed the monarch* 
He convened the aflembly of the ftates, in which it 
was determined that every province (hould fornifli 
a certain number of men to be added to the royal 
army fot the defence of the kingdom. The refolu- 
tion was executed with difpatch and Roderic, at 
the head of a numerous army, marched to give 
battle to the king of Leinfter. Alarmed by this 
threatening danger, Dermod and his allies chofe 
a fituation encompaffed by woods, where they 
entrenched themfelves to prevent an attack from 
fuch a fuperior force. Roderic, by one vigorous 
exertion, (hould have blafted the hopes of the king 
of Leinfter and expelled the invaders of his ^ountry^. 

But 
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But he preferred negociatioti. Having endeavoured, 
in vain, to detach the Englifh from Dermod he 
entered into a treaty with hiin by which it was 
agreed that he (hould be reftored to the government 
of his province ; that he (hould behave peaceably in 
future ; that he (hould break off allconneftion with 
the foreigners, and, in fecurity, give up as a hollage 
to the monarch, his natural (on and lix others. 

Soon after this tranfaftion, Maurice Fitzgerald, 
brothjfcr-iit-law of Fitzftephen, arrived at Wexford, 
accompanied by ten knights, thirty gentlemen and 
a hundred foldiers. At a place about two miles frbm 
the town, Fitzftephen was then employed in build- 
ing a fort. Detentnined to fecure, if poffible, an 
cftabliChment in the kiiigdom, the two brothers im- 
mediately joined and folidted the king of Leinfter 
to break the treaty of peace into which he had en- 
tered with Roderic. He bafely complied. Their 
united forces fpread themfelves over the territories 
of Fingal and wafted it by their depredations. Dub- 
Jin was next attacked and (hortly after fubmitted, 
to avoid the dreadful confequence of their rapaqlty. 

LETTER XXXII. 

NEW profpeds began to open to'^he ambitious 
Dermod. He now flattered himfelf with the 
hopes of being able to open a way to the monarchy 
of Ireland. But as for this purpofc additional fuc- 
cours were neceffary, he difpatched a meiTcnger to 
Strongbow rcquefting him to batften_over with the 
ftipulated reinforcement. At the fame time, he in- 
formed him of the flattering objeA prefented to his 
view. On receiving this intelligence^ Strongbo^r 
Vol. I. I applic4 
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applied to the king of England for permiflion to pa(s 
over to Ireland with his followers. Such an applica- 
tion was neceflary as the powers which Dermod had 
received from Henry related only to the recovery 
of Leinfter. That monarch had been offended at 
Pembroke ; he was alfo jealous of the dcfign in which 
he wanted to engage, from an apprehenfion that it 
might interfere with the ambitious fcheme which he 
had himfelf formed in refpeft to this country ; but 
not thinking it expedient to irritate, by a flat deni- 
al, a nobleman of fuch courage and influence, he 
returned to his requefl: an equivocal anfwer. Inter- 
preted by Strongbow in the manndr moft agreeable 
to his wiflies, he began to make the neceflary prepara- 
tions for his intended expedition. In the mean time, 
he difpatched to Ireland two of his principal officers, 
Raymond and WiHiafti the brother of Maurice Fitz- 
gerald, with about eighty well difciplined foldiers, 
who, in May eleven hundred and feventy one, land- 
ed fafely within fiye miles of Waterford. Whilft 
they were employed in building a fmall fort for their 
fecurity, they perceived a confiderable number of 
the inhabitants of Waterford and of the vicinity ad- 
vancing to attack them. As their appearance was 
unmilitary, Raymond placed himfelf at the head of 
his fmall force and marched out to meet them, un- 
difmayed by the fuperiority of their numbers. Af- 
ter an obftinate conteft of two hours, the Irifli were 
repulfed with confiderable flaughtcr and fled. To 
invade the rights of the innocent is an adt of flagrant 
injuftice, and cruelty follows in it's train. Seventy 
prifoners taken upon this occafion by the Englift 
were put to death, whofe only crime was their fight- 
ing with heroic courage in defence of their country. 
: • .- ■ -^ ' ' There 
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There is nothing furprifing in this viftory. In war 
and efpecially in the field of battle, fuperior difci- 
pline is an equivalent to almoft every other advan- 
tage: 

Strong BOW having compleated his preparations, 
fet ofF.for Ireland, but, before he embarked, receiv- 
ed orders from Henry to defift from his undertaking. 
But he proceeded with his defign and landed on the 
coaftof Waterford, the twenty third of Auguft with 
two hundred knights and a thoufand foldiers in his 
train. Being joined by the other Englifli adventu- 
rers, it was agreed, in a council of war, to befiege 
Waterford immediately. The very next day, the 
operations were begun. In two different attacks, 
the citizens repulfed the enemy^ but, unfortunately 
for them, there was a houfe near the wall, fupported 
by a wooden pillar. It was perceived and cut by 
the Englifh. The houfe tumbled to the ground, 
bringing along with it the part of the wall to which 
it was contiguous. The town was immediately en- 
tered by the enemy and carried by ftorm. All found 
in arms, except two, were inftantly put to death. 
Such pitilefs, fuch inhuman barbarity would ftain, 
with indelible difgrace, the laurels of vidtory, obtain- 
ed, not like this over the rights of human nature, 
but in a good caufe. This military atchievment was 
performed by the Engliih without the aflift'ance of 
Dermod. Shortly after, that prince arrived at Wa- 
terford and fulfilled one of the articles of their a- 
greement by giving his daughter Eva in marriage to 
the Earl of Pembroke. The rejoicings on this occa- 
fion were interrupted by intelligence that Hafculf, 
governor of Dublin, had revolted and that an Iri(h 
army commanded by the jnonarch in perfon, lay en- 

I z camped 
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camped before the walls, for the proteaion of the 
city. Dermod immediately fet off with his arniy to 
the capital. Upon his arrival, he found that Rodc- 
ric had broken up his camp and marched off, in or- 
der to chaftife Donald O'Brian who, taking advan- 
tage of his abfence, was wailing Connaught by his 
depredations. Without lofs of time, he invefted the 
city which had now no means of proteftion but it*s 
own internal ftrength. The citizens were alarmed and 
fent Laurence their archbifliop, a man of an excellent 
charader and greatly refpedled, to treat with Der- 
mod about terms of capitulation. But, whilft they 
were deliberating about this matter, Miles Cogan 
and Raymond Fitzgerald, broke^ through the walls, 
on the oppofite fide, and took, poflefTion of the town. 
We are informed by Stanihurft that the. father of 
Dermod like himfelf had trampled on the rights of 
his fubjeds ; that the people of Dublin provoked 
at his tyranny had invited him to an entertainment, 
put him to death and buried him with difgrace. 
This had enraged Dermod. Refentment wrankled 
in his heart. He had fpared Dublin before through 
the interpofition of Robert Fitzgerald ; but he re- 
folved now to gratify his revenge. A number of 
the inhabitants were put to death and the town plun- 
dered at difcretion. The government of it was veil- 
ed in Miles Cogan. 

LETTER XXXIIL 

DERMOD next plundered the territories of 
O'Ronrke king of BrefFney whom he had be- 
fore fo deeply injured. It was a difgrace to the 
princes of Ireland that they were 9II this time buried 

in 
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in a ftate of fupine indolence. A refolutidn of doing 
fomething for the common fafety feems to have 
been entered into on the prefent occafion; But be- 
fore any meafure fhould be taken, it was thought 
expedient for the monarch to fend a meifenger to 
Dermod to complain of the bafenefe of his comduA, 
to exhort him to return to his duty, and* to threaten 
that if he did not he would compel him to obedience, 
and, in the mean time, ftrike off the head of his fon, 
whom he had retained as an hoftage fmce the ratifi- 
cation of the late treaty. To this mefiage, Dermod 
paid no regard. Deaf to the voice of nature, the 
danger to which his fon was expofed was to him a 
matter of perfeft indifference. A regard to his faith, 
to his country and to motives of juffice had as little 
influence. On feveral occafions of late, his arms had 
triumphed. Succefs had drawn to his flandard a 
coniiderable body of Irifli. His auxiliaries from 
England were diftinguifhed by martial abilities, 
and firmly determined, to fupport the caufe in which 
he was engaged. Thefe confiderations determined 
him to perfevere. Whether Roderic executed his 
threat with refpeft to his fon is uncertain ; as to the 
defign of chaftifmg his ambition with the fword, it 
proved ineffedkual. The fame of the fiarl of Pem- 
broke, the fucccfs of his arms, the dreadful execu- 
tion of the Englifh crofs bows, before unknown in 
Ireland, fpread terror all d^iround. The enemy to be 
oppofed was not like the Danes ftrangers to military 
difcipline ^d to the arts of war. Roderic was likely 
to lofe his authority and a regard to the prefervation 
rf their liberty was growing weaker in the breafts of 
the natives. But the fond expectations of ambition 
depend on Ac flendereft thread. When Dermod 

J ^ thought 
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thought that his hatred of his enemies and dcfirc of 
power were about to be fully gratified, death blaft- 
ed his delufive hopes. His charadker may be de- 
fcribed in a few words. He was a bad hufband, an un- 
natural parent, implacable in his revenge, of bound- 
lefs ambition, a tyrant and the affaflin of his country. 
In confequence of this event, Srongbow affumed 
the government of the province of Leinfter, and 
took poffeffion of his perfonal eftates, in right of his 
wife. It was of importance to get the juftice of his 
claim to thefe new dignities recognized by the citi- 
zens of Dublin, the capital not only of his province, 
but of the whole kingdom. He went thither with- 
out delay and received the allegiance of the citizens. 
Their fidelity had been lately tried. It has been 
mentioned that Hafculf the governor of Dublin, fled 
from it, being a fecond time threatened with a fiege. 
Upon his arrival at Denmark, he colledted a num- 
ber of fliipis and foldiers, returned and befieged Dub- 
lin. A fortunate fally relieved the town. Haf- 
culph was taken prifoner. Having excited the re- 
fen tment of the Englifli, he was put to death. But 
with refpeift to Strongbow the death of Dermod 
made a very different imprcflion on the minds of the 
chieftains who had fupported his caufe, they all, two 
or three excepted, deferted him. Encouraged by this 
favourable circumftance, Roderic, who, you have 
feen, had afted hitherto ah inglorious part, collected 
a numerous army and laid fiege to Dublin, Strong- 
bow, apprehenfive of the danger, had provided him- 
felf, as well as poflible, with the means of defence. 
Fitzftepficns, governor of Wexford, detached a 
body of men to his afliftance. His force wias like- 
wife ftrengthned by draughts from the other garri- 

foned 
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foned towns in the province. Notwithftanding all 
thefe precautions, Pembroke foon found that the 
garrifoh of Dublin was infufficient to protedl it 
againft a force, which now furrourided it on dl fides. 
At land it was attacked by the Irifh army, and from ' 
the fea by a fleet brought againft it from Denmark. 
In this dangerous fituation, Pembroke, by the ad- 
vice of his officers, propofed to Rodefic, upon con- 
dition of his raifing the fiege, that he would hold the 
province of Leinfter from fiiim, as his liege lord.- 
Thefe terms were proffered: to the monarch, by the 
archbifliop of Dublin, whpj prmipted by love for 
his fellow citizens and the public caufe, had before, 
though incfFeftually,' interpbfed his good bffices in 
it's favour.. The monarch replied that he would 
ftorm the town unlefs Strongbow would confent to' 
deliver up to hini all the cities and forts in Leinfter, 
and, with all his followers, : depart from the ifland 
againft a certain day. Pembroke and his officers 
were intimidated, but, encouraged by Ct>gan, fe-< 
cretary to the general, they determined to fally 
forth upon the enemy. Their camp was attacked, 
with impfetuofity; by fix hundred men, commanded 
in front by Cogan, in the centre by Raymond Fitz- 
gerald and in the rear by Strongbow. The Irifl;i^ 
confiding in the -fuperiority of their numbers, were 
quite unprepared for fo unexpeded an afiault. Ma*? 
ny of them being cut : to pieces and their baggage 
and provifiohs feized, they. were forced to raifethe 
fiege and march off .tvith jitecipitiation. Strongbow 
having thus wonderfully, efca^ed firom the threatned 
danger and preferved Dubftnjdf: wliich, in reward of 
Hs magnanimity ,r he made' Cogan governour, fet off 
to Wexford for ^ relief qf Fit^ftephen, whoj he 

was 
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was informed, ftood in. need of his immediate zSEC- 
tance. 

The people in the vicinity of Wexford having 
"heard that Fit^ftephen had fent the rcinfiorcement to 
StrongboWy mentioned above, attacked him, made 
themfclves matters of the place and took Fitzftephen 
prifoner with feveral of his officers. Upon hearing 
of the approach of the Englifh general, the inhabi- 
tants fet fire to the town and returned to a neigh- 
bouring ifland. Strongbow advanced to attack the 
enemy; but was obHged to defift, the Irifh having 
declared that if he did not, they Would put to death 
IbM the prifonei^s. 

About this time, as it would appear, another in* 
furre^kion of the natives happened, upon which an 
etigagement/ollowed betwixt the contending parties 
that gave rife to a memorable incident. As Pem- 
broke was about to lead his forces to battle on this 
occaiion, his fon, a youth, animated by the love of 
glory, entreated him to place a troop of horfe under 
Ibis conunand and to permit him to have a (hare in 
the engagement* The father expoftulated ; repre- 
fcnted to him that his tender years rendered him un- 
fit for encountering the dangers of fuch a trying fi» 
tuation, befides, that the enemy, much fuperiour in 
" number, would be emboldened if his troop gave way, 
and his own forces intimidated. At the fame time 
he told him, that tf he would not be diverted from 
his purpofe he muft be aware of the confequence, for 
that if he Ihrank from the battle, his life would be 
the forfeit. The unfortunate youth perfevered, 
afted for fome time in the engagement with fjxrit, 
but being overcome by the enemy, fled in termr to 
bis fiither for prote^ion, who immediately^ put him 

tQ 
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to death. This very extraordinary feft, in which 
we difcover much of the favage ferocity of a barba* 
Tous age, was reprefented in marble, in a chuFch in 
Dublin, confecrated to the Trinity, which remained 
until the year fifteen hundred and fixty eight, when 
the church fell, and buried the monument in it*« 
ruins. 

Adieu. 

LETTER XXXIV. 

STRONGBOW now proceeded to Watorford. 
Here a meflenger arrived from 0'Bri«i king of 
Limerick, to complain of certain injuries which he had 
received from Donald king of Offory, and to requeft 
his affiftance. Pembroke joined his forces to thofe 
of O'Brian. Donald was intimidated. He rcquefted 
a (afe conduct, that he might come and plead his 
caufe.before the Englifti general. It was granted ; 
but his reaifons for commencing hc^ilities againft 
CBrian were not admitted* Judgment was given^ 
that he fhould be hanged and his country fpoiled. 
The idea of fuch treachery excited the indignation 
of Prendergaft, one of the Englifli leaders. He 
mounted his horfe, commanded his followers to do 
the fame, and fworc, that the fentenqe of the coun- 
cil fliould not be ex:€cuted. Upon this, the king of 
Offory was given up to Prendergaft, who gallantly^ 
with the aififtanoe of Ms men, condud^ed htm to a 
place of &fety. Such aftions rcfled honor and true 
glory upon ^ foldier. 

The jeatoufy o£ Jfcnry w.aa roufed when he heard 
of the unexpeiSked fuccefs of Wis fiibjieas in thi? king- 
dom. They might make an entire conqueft of i^ 

and 
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and hold it in their own right, which would blaft his 
ambitious views with refpedt to it. Many of the 
adventurers were Welfli^ whofe fuccefs in Ireland 
would ftrengthen the power of their countrymen, 
and render them inore turbulent. They had biefprc 
been fufficiently iirclined to diftiirb his government. 
Befides, Pembroke had particularly incurred his re- 
fentment, by leading his followers to Ireland, in vio- 
lation of his exprefs command. For thefe reafons, 
Henry publifhed a proclamation, in which he forbad 
his fubjedts to hold any communication with Ire- 
land,' and enjoined all of them, who were already 
there, to return inftantly home, 

To avert the King's difpleafure, the adventurers 
fent Raymond Fitzgerald to make their fubmiffion 
to his Majefty ; to aflure.hirri of their dutiful allegi- 
ance, and that all their cohquefts, in Ireland, were 
made, not on their own, but on his account. This 
did not fatisfy him. He commanded Strongbbw to 
repair to England^ to vindicate, peVfonally, his con- 
dud. The Earl obeyed v gave Henry a full account 
of the affairs of this kingdom, oflfered toTefign to 
him allhis pretehfions, and to hold of him, as his 
liege Lord, any part of his coirqu^fts which he 
might permit either hinifelf or his: followers to pof- 
fefs in this country. By thefe conceflions the King 
was difarmed of his feferitment, approved of the 
conditions and difrrilffed Pembroke to Ireland, with 
an affurance, that he would foon' follow, attended 
by a force fufficient to reduce the whole kingdom. 

So early, at leaft, as the* year eleven hundrted and 
fifty fix, Ireland had attracted the ambition of 
Henry. That he was then determined to embrace 
the firft opportunity- of reducing it to his obedience 

is 
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is evident, for at that period, he 'applied to Pope 
Adrian and obtained a bull, by which he pretended 
to give him an unlimited power to fubdue this king- " 
dom, in order to root out of it the feeds of vice, 
idolatry and fuperftition, and to teach it's inhabi- 
tants the true religion of Chrift. From the condi- • 
tions of this celebifated bull, it appears that Adrian 
Was not inattentive to his own irttereft. In it a 
yearly penfion was fecured to the Pope of one penny 
from every houfe, called Pcter*s Pence, an4 the 
rights of the church of Rome, through the kingdom, 
of 'Ireland, were to be held facred and inviolable. 
We would as little have expedked fo extraordinary 
an application from this prince as any other who 
ever fat upon the Englifti throne. The claims of 
the clergy of England to exemption from the jurif- 
dwStion of the civil courts he oppofed with unJhaken 
firmnefs, until he overthrew their pretenfions by the 
famous conftitutions of Clarendon. Nor did the 
virulent oppofition of Thomas a Becket, fupportcd 
by all the influence of Rome, intimidate him from 
perfifting in a caufe, of fd much confequeiice to the 
peace of the realm and the intereft of his fubjefts. 
How different the principle from which he now adls. 
A pretence is wanting to fandtify an iniquitous de- 
fign and to /gratify his thirft for domination j the 
Pope is acknowledged to be pofleffed of a plenitude 
of power, by which he may transfer the rights and 
privileges of a kingdom, This grant of Ireland 
from his Holinefs^- the king of England could ma|ce 
no ufe of, from the fituation of his affairs, until the 
tranfadtions happened in this country which have 
been now related. . 

Having 
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Having made the ncceflary preparations^ Hen- 
ry fet out for Ireland accompanied by a number of 
feis nobiRty^ four hundred knights and four thoufand 
foldicrs and landed at Waterford the eighteenth of 
October in the year eleven hundred and feventy 
two. Pembroke furrenderd Waterford to the king 
as his fiege lord ; he Hkewifc did homage to him for 
the proviiicc of Leinfter with which he was invcftcd 
by the king as the fucccflbr of Dcrmod. Henrys 
next received the homage of M*Carthy Prince of 
Defnumd, whom, on paying a certain tribute as a 
mark of fubjeAion, he permitted to enjoy all his 
territories except the city of Cork. The Hke terms 
were impofcd upon O'Brian of Thomond who made 
a furrender of Limerick. 0*FaoFan of the Decies, the 
chieftain of Offory and all the petty princes of Mun- 
ftcr imitated their example. You have feen that the 
mtn of Wexford had made a prifbner of Fitz- 
ftephen ; they had brought him before the king and' 
made grievous complaints of his mifconduft. Hen- 
ry affumed the appearance of difpleafure and re- 
manded Fitzflephen to prifon. Some time after, he 
fet him at Rberty^ having previoufly obliged him to 
refign to him all his pofleffions as the beft ftfcurity* 
of his aHegiance. 

Henry proceeded forwards to Dubfin with all 
the pomp and parade of war. The princes, through 
whofe territories he pafled, prefented themfelves be« 
fore him and fubmitted to a power which they had 
flot fpirit to refill. 
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LETTER XXXV^ 

UPON tlie arrival of Henry in Dublin, Ac chief- 
tains came to him in numbers and fubmitted. 
He received them courteoufly and treated them with 
ploHte attention to conciliate their favourable opinion 
and fecure their attachment. The feftival of Chrift- 
mas approached which herefolved to celebrate with 
all poflible grandeur and magnificence, Dublin did 
not afford a building large enough to accommodate 
the king's train and the multitude of ftrangers who 
flocked to the capital on the prefent occafion. To 
fupply this want, a hxgc pavilion of hurdles, in the 
Irifh fafhion, was erected in the fuburbs and richly 
decorated with ornaments. Here the lung, in the 
moft obliging manner, fumptuoufly entertained bis 
.vaflals. Delighted with this vain parade, they ihame- 
fully forgot that they were facrificing to unmanly 
fear and to an ingbrious gratification all regard to 
the liberty and the independence of their country. 
An attachment to the interell of religion was the 
pretended original motive which induced Henry to 
invade Ireland. To this he now thought it expectient 
to pay fome attention. He convened a meeting of 
the clergy at Calhel where Chriftian, archbiihop of 
Lifmore prefided, as legate from the Pope. There 
the bull of Pope Adrian w«s read, and as the ob« 
jed of it was to a^^andize the power of the clergy, 
approved. A variety of ordinances were framed, 
with a view to the reformation of manners, and to 
extend the influence and give force to the ecclefiaA 
tical conftitutions. It was cnaded by this aflembly, 
befides other particulars^ that the modes of public 
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worfliip ftiould be ftriftly conformable to thofe of 
the Church of England ; and that the clergy fhould 
be exempted from coyne, cofliering and other (ecu- 
lar exaftions. 

The ftrain of fervile flattery and fubmiflion to 
the king by which this fynod was concluded, repre- 
fents them in a light very little to their honor. The 
bards of former days did not aft this intcrefted un- 
manly part ; nor did the clergy of Ireland, at an af- 
ter period, withold their ftrenuous exertions in fup- 
port of the privileges of their country. 

The Pope being informed of the proceedings of 
the Irifli clergy at Cafhel, was fo highly pleafed with 
the condud of Henry, that he affigned the kingdom 
of Ireland to him and to his heirs, and by authority 
apoftolic conftituted them kings thereof for ever. 
Matters of civil polity next engaged- the attention of 
Henry. 

By the exprefs authority of Matthew Paris, hi{^ 
tpriographer to Henry the Third, it appears, that he 
aflembled a council, or parliament at Lifmore where 
the laws of England were, by all, gratefully accept- 
ed and eftablifhed by the fanftion of an oarh. A 
ftatute of this parliament, is mentioned and the pur- 
port of it quoted in an aft of the fecond year of the 
reign of Richard the Third. By it, it was provided 
th^t in cafe of the death or removal of any chief 
governor, the chancellor, treafurer, chief juftces and 
chief baron, keeper of the rolls and king's ferjeaht 
at law fhould be empowered, with the confent of the 
nobles of the land, to eleft a fucceflbr who was to 
exercife the full power and authority of their office, 
until the royal plcafure (hould be farther known. 

This 
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This affords inconteftible evidence that Henry 
not only did appoint the officers mentioned in this 
ftatute, but that a parliament was actually eftabliftied 
in Ireland during his reign. To regulate the pro- 
ceedings of this affembly, this king did afterwards 
tranfmit to this kingdom a parchment roll containing 
an ancient form or a modus for the holding of parlia- 
ments. The king's order^^.refpedking it, accompa- 
nied it in thefe words, " Henry, King of England, 
Conqueror and Lord of Ireland, fends this form of 
holding parliaments to the archbifliops, bifliops, ab- 
bots, priors, earls, barons, juftices vifcounts, may- 
ors, fenefchals, magiftrates, and all his loyal fub- 
je£ts of Ireland." Some have called in queftion the 
reality of this modus. But the learned Sir Edward 
Coke, than whom, in fuch a matter, we cannot 
have a more competent evidence, has not the leaft 
doubt of it's authenticity. It was exemplified in 
the reign of Henry the Fourth, being found in the 
cuftody of Chriftopher Prefton, the form of which 
exemplification was publifhed by the exprefs autho- 
rity of the faid king. Now, as Mr. Molyneaux 
juftly reafons, is it credible that all this could be 
done, that by a folemn declaration of his Majefty,. 
it fliould be fet forth that the modus was produced 
before the Lord Lieutenant and Council at Trim, if 
the whole affair had been an impofition. 

The inftitution of the Iriih {Xirliament, the laws 
enabled in it, the appointment which was made of 
a chief governor, flieriffs, minifters of juftice, and 
all the other officers of ftate, were folely confined 
to that part of the ifland ceded to Henry by the ad- 
venturers, and which was now to be governed by 
Englifli law. The eftablifhment of officers for this 

purpofe. 
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purpofe, the divifion of thofc diftrids into counties, 
the grants made to them, by this prince, of the 
laws and conftitution of England, are farther con- 
lirmed by the authority of particular records. 

During the continuance of Henry in Ireland, he 
made fevcral grants. To Fitzftephen he gave a 
portion of land in the vicinity of Dublin. To Hum- 
phrey de Bohun, Robert Fitzbernard, and Hugh dc 
Goodville he conamitted the City of Waterfbrd* 
Wexford was pkced under the protection of Willi- 
am Fitzandelm, Philip of Haftings, tod Philip dc 
Braofo. He invdfted Hugh de Lacy with the terri- 
tory of Meath, giving with it, to him, as he had to 
others, all the liberties and free cuiloms of the Eng- 
lish conftitution. He alfo made him governor of 
Dublin, as likewife jufticiary, an office pretty much 
of the fame kind as thiat of Deputy Lieuteismt. In 
this manner, he endeavoured to attach to himfelf 
the afiedions of thefe leaders, and to tender them, 
hidependent of Pembroke, of whofe power he 
feems to have been jealous. 

There was no intercourfe betwixt this country 
and England during the winter, on account of the 
inclemeney of the weather. In fpring, intelligence 
arrived to the king that his fons, the eMeft in par- 
ticular^ were forming a confjMracy againft him, and 
that two cardinals, fent from Rome to enquit^ int^ 
the caufe of the death of Becket, having waited for 
him a confiderable time, threatened, that if he did iiot 
immediately return to England they would excom- 
municate him and* lay his domimons under an inter*^ 
(fid. Alarmed by thefe difagreeahle accounts, he 
teft Ireland with all pebble expeditiph. 

LET- 
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LETTER XXXVI, ' 

IN confequence of the grant made by Henry to 
De Lacey of Meath, he proceeded to plant there 
an Englifh colony. This provoked the refentment 
of O'Rourk who pofleffed the eaftem part of Meath. 
A quarrel very foon arofe betwixt him and the new 
fettlers. O'Rourk complained to De Lacey that they 
had injured him. A day was appointed to fettle the 
difpute. De Lacey and Maurice Fitzgerald on the 
one fide, and O'Rourk on the other, accompanied by 
a few attendants, met to compofe the difference. 
In courfe of the debate, a fcuflle arofe, in which, af- 
ter defending himfelf with obflinate valour, 0*Rj6tirk 
was flain by the nephew of Maurice Fitzgerald. The 
death of this prince raifed the indignation of his 
fubjefts and difpofed them, when an opportunity 
offered, to chaffife the Englifh whofe invafion of 
their rights had been the caufe of 'the injury. 

Shortly after this, O'Dempfey of OfFaly incur- 
red the refentment of Pembroke. The Earl, to fup- 
port his aflumed power, led forth his troops and waft- 
ed his lands. He fmarted for this a<5t of injuftice. As 
his army were on their return laden with booty, they 
were attacked by the Irifh, beaten and deprived of 
the fpoils they had taken. To thefe matters, the 
particular fituation of Henry did not permit him to 
pay any attention. Inflead of being able to affift 
others^ he required aid himfelf from every quarter. 
Henry his eldeft fon as likcwife his fons Richard and 
Geoffrey abetted by Lewis king of France and fome 
of his principal fubjeds in that country and in Eng- 
land, ikd taken up arms againft him and were in a 

Vol. I. K ibte 
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ftate o£ open rebellion.^. Threatene4 by, this unna- 
tural combination with alarming cdnfdqucnces, he 
called oyer to his afliftance Earl Strongbow and ^. 
nuniberofhislrirti baroriswith their followers. Their 
abfehc6 frorti the kingdom prefented the Irifk chief- 
tains, wijh ^n opportunity of taking up arms. Difpof- 
ed to embrace it with alacrity, they exerted themfeives 
to expel thbfe rapacious adventurers who had invaded 
their country, endeavoured to overturil theif confti- 
tution, arid had atftually teized a confiderable part of 
their pofTeffions. A, difpute betwixt two of the Eng- 
iifh leaders was alfo favourable to their wifhes. 
Harvey of Mountmorxis had been placed at the head 
of the Englilh foldiersj Kaymond Fitzgerald fe- 
cond jn cbmniand, of a temper more gentle and 
condefcendingy was a. favourite with the men. This 
gave rife to a jealoufy in the breaft of Mountmorris 
which prevented that good underfianding betwixt 
him and Raymond fo neceffary in their prefent fitu- 
ation. Henry being informed of the critical ftatc 
of his affairs in this kingdom, "^zs obliged to fend 
back tp their afliftance Strongbow and the other for- 
ces which he had fo lately called over into England. 
The Earl, by attending the ftandard of the king, 
had not only removed the. prejudices Nvhich he had 
formerly entertained ^iinft him, but highly recom- 
mended himfelf to his favour ; for wfe now find him 
invefted with the office of. Lieutenant and put in 
pofTeflion of Dublin, Waterford and Wexford. 

Pembroke, on entering upon his office,, found it 
attended with confiderable difficulties. The army, 
difcontented with Mountniorris, infiftcd that he 
Ihould be difmifled from his dommand and that Ray- 
mond Fitzgerald (hbuld ht fubftituted in his place. 

Pembroke 
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Penibroke wais obliged to Ratify their defire.. . Ray- 
jiiorid mvefted with the command of the foldiers, to 
ftrengthcn their good opinion. of. him by gratifying 
their defire of plunder, led them into Offaly andLif-^ 
rtiore where they ^ot corifiderable booty and 
in a ikirmifh With the prince of Defniond, ^ ^''t' 
came off viftorious. This fuccefe ehflamed the ambi- 
tion of Fitzgerald, tie applied to Pembroke to in- 
vett him with the office of confiable and ftandard bear- 
er and to give him hi$ fifter fiaiilea in marriage • . The 
Earl, jedl6us of his cncreafmg confeiquence, denied the 
recjueft. . Raymond, in difgiiftj threw up his com- 
miflioh arid Retired to Walesl I^oiiritmorris, being 
placed once pnore at the head of the arniy, advifed 
StrongboW to permit him to attact the Irifh of Mun- 
fter, that he . might have an opportunity of gaining 
the favourable opinion of the fpldiers and of recover- 
ing hi? foil Reputation, 'the Earl not only complied 
with this defire but promifed him a reinforcement. 

As this detachment was pirqcieeding, from the 
capital to joiri .nin), it was attacked and entirely 
touted at Thurles by O'Brian, of Thpmond,. a man 
warmly attached to the iriterell of his aflifled coun- 
try and diftinguifhed for .valour., Strongbow who 
led the detachment^ deeply aSTeiSted by tliis unex^pec- 
tedmisfortuiie,. retreated with precipitation to Wa- 
terford.. ifehcouraeed by this. Tuccefs. a number of 
the Irifli chieftains, of Leihfteh aHifted by Roderic 
arid Other auxiliaries, rofe up. m arms, renounced, 
allegiance to Hepry and laid fiege to that town* In 
this extremity, Pepibroke was reduced to the morti- 
fying neceffity of entreating Raymond to return 
from Wales, and refuirie the command of the army, 
promiiirig to grant the requeft, his refufal of which 
. K z had 



m6 the history 

had occafioned his difpleafure. He complied ; land- 
ed with expedition at Waterford with thirty knightsr 
and four hundred Welfhmen compleat^y armed. 
This obliged the Irilh to raife the fiege. Fron;i the 
account of Cambrienfis, the relief was Critical. He 
fays that the people of Waterford driven to difpair 
by the tyrannical behaviour of the Englifh within 
the town, were, when Raymond arrived, juft upon 
the point of putting them to the fword. From what 
folbwed, this appears to have been very probable ; 
For Pembroke and Fitzgerald had fcarcely departed , 
when the citizens of Waterford rofe upon the En- 
glilh garrifon and recovered pQifellion of the town. 

LETTER XXXVII, 

FROM Waterford, Strongbow had proceeded to 
Wexford, where, in reward of his fervices, he 
gave his filler in marriage to Raymond, and made 
him conftable and ftandard bearer of Lcinfter. But 
the marriage rites were fcarcely celebrated, when 
their happinefs was interrupted. Roderic, with a 
numerous army, had pafled the Shannon, entered 
the territory of Meath, compelled the Englifli kt-- 
tiers to abandon their habitations, and was advancing 
to Dublin, which, at prefent, was in a defencelefe 
ftate. Upon intelligence of this, Raymond put his 
troops in motion, and marched off to oppofe the in- 
curfions of the monarch. The bufmefs was already 
donct The forces which Roderic had led into the 
field were flrangers to difpipline, fit only for making 
a fudden and violent efifbrt. When gratified by 
plunder, they refufed to continue longer in the field, 

retreated 
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retreated with precipitation, and left the .enemy to 
repair the deftrudion they had committed. 

You have feen that the incurfion of Roderic into 
Meath, like all his other attempts againft the Eng- 
lifli, was unfuccefsfiil. This prince, naturally of a 
pacific difpofition, perceiving that he could place no 
confidence in followers, undifciplined, impatient of 
control, and dilunited, rcfolved to make the beft 
terms he could with the enemy, to preferve his pft- 
vince from the d^vaftations of war. But, fcorning 
to treat with Pembroke, he fent, for that purpofc^ 
three amb^ladors to Henry, who, having reftored 
his kingdom to tranquility, was then at Windfor. 
Terms of accomodation, ftill extant, were con- 
cluded. By them, Roderic was to enjoy all his 
rights of fovereignty, and all his privileges, in the 
moft ample manner, as the vaflal of Henry, to 
whom he. was to do homage, apd to pay a tribute of 
every . tenth hide. ' But, Meath with it*s appurte- 
nances, Lcinftcr, Waterford, with the country be- 
tween that city and JDungarvan, Dungarvan with 
it's appurtenances,, were to b^ fubjedt entirely tothe* 
authority of the king of Eriglahd. Here Roderic 
was to have no power and the vaflals immediately 
belonging to thefe terfitories whohad fled firom them^ 
were to be compelled to return. Roderic was to 
take hoftagesfrom his inferior chieftains, and Hen- 
ry, at option, to take hoftages from him for the 
faithful performance of their duty. It merits par- 
ticular notice, that thefe articles were agreed upon 
and ratified with Roderic, ia a grand council of pre- 
lates and temporal barons, not as a provincial king, 
but the monarch of Ireland and as pofleffed of all the 
rights which any of his predecefTors had enjoyed 
K 3 who 
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who were invefted with the fovereign crown of this 
realm. In this agreement the inferibr chieftains ap- 
pear to have acquiefced. T^e view which Doftor 
Leland has given of this tranfaftion is very fatisfac- 
tory." No other of bur hiftorians has done equal luf- 
tice to the rights of Ireland. 

Had the EngliAi "chiefs in this kingdom been 
united, greater advantages would have refulted from 
this treaty. But they' were difunited. Harvey of 
Mountmorris ftill confidered Rayrnond as his rival. 
Reflefting with envjron the preference given to hirii 
^y which, on more occafions than 'one,' he had been 
honourably diftinguiffied, ' he refblved'to injure him, 
if poflibte, in the good.opinton of Henry. With this 
view^ he difpatched emitfaries to England^ who 
charged him with treafpnable dcfigns. Ihcliried to 
be Jealous of the power of his Irifti barons, the Vmg' 
lifteried to the accufation a.nd djfpatched fouf'com- 
miffioners to Ireland, two of whom were to condiift 
Raymond to the King, and two to* remairi here^ to 
fuperintend the affeirs of the. kingdom. 
' ^ ^ R A Y M ON D was preparing to. obey when 

accounts arrived that O'Brian had, once 
more laidfiege to Limerick and that the garrifon was 
reduced to the laft extremity, IJembroke, though 
opprefled by infirmity^ cplledied his. forces, fprthe 
refief of the town' and orclered them to march. 
TTiey difobeyed, determined not to engage in the 
fcrvice under the command of any other leader ex- 
cept Raymond their favourite general. Strongbpw 
laid the aff^iir before the cornmiflioncrs, by whofe ad- 
vice Fitzgerald was placed at the head of the troops. 
He led them immediately to the retief^ of Lirnerick. 
But, on Ills march^ he was informed that the Irifh 

. ' • "■■ ' " '' '' '"' ' had 
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had raifed thefiege andibron^ forti^ed themCsIves 
in a defile near Cafhel through which he vra3:QbMged 
to pafs. Ra)^iiond not inllmidated by this circum- 
ftance, advanced, drove the enemy fronni their en- 
trenchments, and compelled O'Brian to fiibmit to 
the Engliih power. The. general continued hi^ pro- 
grefs through Munfter being called up<Mi by M'Ar- 
thy. Prince of Defmond, toaffift him agajnft hisfon 
Cormac, who, in violation of the du;ties of a child and 
a fubjed, had cad bin^i, into prifon and< robbed him 
of his poffclfions. Raymond chaftifed t^ tr^tor, 
relieved M'Arthy from captivity and reinfta^ him 
in his territories. In return for this imppr^anp fer- 
vice^ M'Arthy furniflicd his deliverer with provifiQaa 
for his army and for the grrifon of Limerick, and 
gave him befides, a valuable grant of lands in the 
county of Kej;ry. 

At this jun<2au:e, a Itetter fyoi^ his wife informed 
Raymond of the death of E»p1 Pembrpke^ This 
event obliged him to ftrengthen his army a^ri^ufch 
as poffible that he might be enabled to take care of 
the affairs of Lemfter, which, upon fo critical an oc- 
cafion, requii;ed his particular attention. He with- 
drew the garrifon from Limerick which he commit- 
ted to the car^e of Donald O'Briafi who had lately de- 
fifted from his oppofitipn to tli^ power of Henry 
and:prOT^ifed him allegiance. Force only h^d pro- 
ciA-ed the fubnriffion of O'Brian; the monjeqit he had 
a profpeft oi^ relief from opgj;eflipn, he -confidered 
himfelf abfplv^eci fron> the obligation. Raymond had 
fcarcely dfip^^ from the town, when, by his order, 
it wasrconi^ed to afliei^, tp deprive the Engliih, in 
future^ of a filacer of fo much confequenq& to their 
intereft., . - - . . 

With 
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With refpcft to Pembroke, if we believe the 

Englifli hiftorian, he was generous, affable and of an 

infmuating addrefs, neither dejefted by misfortune 

nor elated by fuccefs. He was diffident, readily ad- 

vifed, but prompt and vigorous in execution. His 

military abilities were diftinguiflied. Though of a 

peaceable difpofition, when in the field, he kept up 

all the pompous ftatc and magnificence of war. The 

courage with which he oppofed the enemy in arms, 

gave place t6 the feelings of mercy towards him 

when conquered. His uncommon bodily ftrcngth 

gave occafion to the appellation of Strongbow, by 

which he was commonly diftinguiflied. Whatever 

may have been his good qualities in private lifjf and 

as a foldier, previous to his arrival in this kingdom, 

the Irilh, with rcfpeft to his relation to them, can 

give him no other charadler, but that he <vas a rapa- 

tious invader who exerted all his might to gratify his 

ambition and to cftablifh a foreign power upon the 

ruins of the liberty of their country. 

Farewell. 

LETTER XXXVin. 

A Government, even perfedtly free, fhould not 
be impofed on any nation, whatever may be 
it's civil polity. The aft of impofition is defpotifm. 
Whether the Englifli government, in the time of 
Henry the Second, compofed chiefly of the arifto- 
cratical principles of the feudal conftitution, was 
much fuperior to that of Ireland, is perhaps a very 
doubtful queftion. The condition of the people of 
tWs country, as fubjeds of the King of England, and 
partaking as an independent nation of the improved 

laws 
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laws and privileges of the Britifli conftitution, would 
be greatly to their advantage ; they muft have caufe 
to rejoice in it. But the fteps by which the Englilh 
power was at firft introduced into Ireland were a 
flagrant vi6!ation of the rights of nations and of the 
Irifh conftitution. Having related the tranfadfibns 
contained in the preceding letters we are prepared 
to examine this matter. On what ground will the 
advocate for England, refpcfting this point, found his 
argument? He will fay that Dermod an Irifti 
prince, by the permiffion of Henry, applied to Earl 
Pembroke- and others to aid him in recovering his 
dominions, that he aftually received this afliftancc, 
Hby which he was reinftated in them ; that he marri- 
ed his daughter to Pembroke, and, upon his death, 
tranfmitted to him his territories as an inheritance ; 
that thefe pofleflions together with his allegiance and 
that of the other adventurers were transferred to 
Henry. But did not the fame power, the. choice of 
the people, which gave Dermod the crown deprive 
him of it, and that for the beft rcafon, bccaufe he 
was a tyrant. As he was juftly dethroned, he could 
have no right to apply for fuch afliftance, and the 
granting of it was iniquitous. How could the king 
of Leinftcr, had he even lawfully enjoyed the rights 
of fovereignty to his death, transfer the crown as an 
inheritance, which, by the conftitution of his coun- 
try, reverted to his fubjefts to be difpofed of by 
them at pleafure : Or, fuppofe he had power to 
transfer the province of Leinfter, could a title be 
derived from hence to the other parts of the king- 
dom over which he had no doiriinion .^ Grant for a 
jnoment that the Englilh king did conquer Ireland. 
A juft conqueft Vefts the conqueror with certain 

powers 
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powers over the conquered, but the conqucft oS this 
kingdom by Henry muft have be^ unjuft for he had- 
received no injury. If he hadj he would have pro- 
claimed it and feized fuch an opportunity for the 
purpose of gratifying his anjbition. In that^ cafe, it 
would have been unneceflary for him to have m^de 
the abfurd application to the Pope for a bull to fane- 
tify his defign. But if an equitable claim to obedi- 
ence is derived from unjuft conqueft ; then povftv 
and right are the farne idea. Then the law of force 
is the law of God, the law of reafon^ the law of juf- 
tice. Then the highwayman who deprives me of 
my property or the aflaffin who robs mei of my life 
does no wrong. Then Camillus. who faved his coun-j 
try and Cataline who would have buried it in ruins, 
arc to be confidered in the fafne point of view. Up- 
on this principle the (hocking barbarities of Nero, of 
Caligula and of Catfar Borgia Ihpuld not excite our 
deteflation. 

Strange is the argument that pow,er is derived 
from conqueft if thofe from Britain, who, it is faid, 
fubdued Ireland and whofo defcend^nts at this day 
compofe the chief part of it*s inhabitapts, fliould lofe 
their privileges and fink down into the abje£k condi- 
tion of flaves. 

But Henry, never did conquer this country. 
He, or rather the adventurers who engaged in the 
caufe of Dermod, only- conquered Leinfter, Water^ 
ford, Dungarvan. and the diftridte by which.they were 
united. The reft, by far the. raoft qonfidcrable part 
of the kingdom, was al^geth^f unfubd^ed by. their 
arms. The appointment of a viceroy and other of- 
ficers of ftate^ the laws. and co^tution of EngJ^n^ 
by v;li^ch the former, aj; a diftmijfe priocipaUty, was 
.....' to 
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to be governed, and the treaty entered into with 
Roderic, as the reprefentativc. of the latter, moft 
evidently point out this diftinftion. The terms of 
this treaty cohftituted. a meerly nominal fubordina- 
tion. HoiTiage was a form which, fcarcely in any 
degree, leflencd the independence of thofe by whom 
it was performed- The feudal, barons did homj^ge to 
their fuperior, and, at the fame time, confidered it as 
their right to make war upon him at pleafure. Phi^ 
lip the Firft of France did homage to the count of 
Sancerre for certain lands which he held of that no- 
bleman \^ho was one of, his own fubjefts. With rc- 
fpeft to tribute, it is exadUy to be confidered in the. 
fame light. Roderic was to do homage and his 
chieftains, through him, to pay tribute to Henry, 
and yet, as Hoveden obferves, this treaty took away 
fcarcely a privilege from the Iri(h ; they governed 
their people by the brehon law ; they eleded their, 
magiftrates, their officers; they pardoned and pu- 
niflied malefaftors, they made peace and war in re- 
fpedt to one another, without control, and that even 
to the time, of Queen Elizabeth. 

To fay any thing of the claim derived from the. 
grant made to Henry of Ireland, by the Pope, would 
be rediculous. In my next letter I will proceed with 
tht tranfadions which fucceeded the death of Earl 
Strongbow, 

Farewell. 
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LETTER XXXIX. ; 

UPON the deccafc of Pembroke, the cduncil 
committed the government to Raymond, 
with the approbation of the commiflioners, until the 
King*s pleafure ftiould be known. But Henry did 
not approve of the appointment. He made Fitzand- 
elm deputy, in whofe loyalty he placed greater con- 
fidence. The unexpe£ted events which happened 
immediately at the time when Raymond was fum- 
moncd to England to exculpate himfelf from the 
finifter defigns with which he had been charged by 
Mountmorris, had, as you have feen, prevented him 
from repairing thither for that purpofe. 

FiTZ ANDELM came over to take poflfeffion of his 
new dignity. He had in his train John de Courcey, 
Robert FitzfteiAcn, MilQ de Cogan and forty knights. 
Vivian, the Pope's legate, and Walljngford, an Eng- 
Iifli ecclefiaftic, fent over by Ale^cwdcr, with a brief 
which he had granted to Henry as a farther confir- 
mation of his title to Ireland, likewife accompanied 
him. The authority of this brief and of Pope Adri- 
an's bull was moft dutifully admitted by an 
aflembly of the clergy about this time con- 
vened at Waterford. With the fpirit which had cha- 
radterifed the council of Cafliel, they recognized the 
title of 'his Majefty to Ireland in the moft ample 
terms. All who (hould dare to refift his power were 
threatened with the fevere difpleafure of thefe loyal 
ecclefiaftics. 

FiTZANDELM was but ill qualified for the high of- 
fice to which he had been raifed, Deftitute of fpirit 
and abforbed by avarice, he treated the adventurers 

firom 
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from Engknd, not as friends joined with him in fup- 
pof t of the fame caufe, but as obftacles to the gra- 
tification of his felfifti paflTions. The Irifli he courted 
by flattery, whilft, at the fame time, he took every 
opportunity of deceiving them. All parties were 
highly difpleafed with his condudl. In particular, 
John de Courcey, a baron equally diftinguiflied for 
bodily ftrcngth and intrepid courage, was provoked 
by the behaviour of the deputy* Determined to be 
free from his prefent difagreeable fituation and to 
enlarge his profpedls, he prevailed with Armoric of 
Saint Laurence, with Robert de la Poer and a num- 
ber of foldiers to enlift under his banner, to procure, 
for himfelf and for them, a fettlement in the province 
ofUlfter. 

Thus encouraged, De Courcey fct out upon his 
cnterprife. In a few days he arrived at Downe, frgm 
whence he expelled Dunleve the chieftain, and fpread 
around havoc and defolation. Unprepared to op- 
pofe this iniquitous invafion, the affrighted natives 
fled front their habitations, which, with all their pof- 
feflions, they left expofed to the violence of this au- 
dacious robber. Vivian, the Pope's legate, was then 
accidentally at Downe. Filled with abhorrence of 
the condud of De Courcey, he endeavoured to re- 
flrain his depredations, by reprefenting to him the 
infamy and injufticc of thus attacking the property 
of the innocent, in violation of the faith of treaties. 
The paflionate and rapacious leader, deaf to his hu^ 
niane reprefentation, refolved to perfift in his^ defign, 
and, for the fecurity of his men, fortified Downe. 
Vivian, provoked at his bafenefs and cruelty ani- 
mated Dunleve to exert himfelf in defence of his 
country. The panic by which this chieftain and his 

followers 
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frfloWcrs had Keen ftruck, having by this time Tub- 
Mtdy he collefted ten thoufand men, placed himfeff 
at their head md marchied to difpoffefs the enemy 
bf Dowrife. t)e Cdurcey advanced to hieet him. A 
battle- enfued. The Irifli fought with bravery, but 
were defeated, Jri a fecond engagement they were 
equally unfortunate- Be Courcey contitiued to ex- 
tend and fecur'e his fettlcment. But he narrowly 
efcapedthe metited piiniflimeri't of h5s rapacity. 
Having led forth his nien, in queft of provifions, 
they feiied froth the inhabitants a number of cattle. 
Upon their return, irl the nlidft of a narrow road 
deeply (cncompafled by woods, they wfere fuddenly 
attacked by a body of Ififti, who had lam concealed 
in ambufcade. The Englifli, after having fuftained 
k confiderable lofs, forced their way throiigh the af- 
faiiants and reached one of their forts. The Irilh 
l^urfued and encamped at the diftance of half* a mile 
JProm De Courcey. Unfortunately, ftufhed with 
victory and imapprehenfive of danger, they were not 
upon their guard. The enemy bein^ iiiforrhed of 
their infecurity by Armoric of Saint Latirence, who 
at midnight had reconnoitred their fituatioh, at- 
tacked and cut them ahnoft entirely to pieces. 

DtRiNO thefe trahfa'6tions in the North, Milo dc 
Cogah, invited by a fon of Roderic who had ri(en 
in rebelRon againft his fdther, made an iricurfion into 
Corihalight. The people of that province unprovi- 
ded in any other means of proteftion from the ene- 
my, laid wafte the country. Milo, from the want 
of provifions, was obliged quickly to retreat to Dub- 
lin, where, inceflantly attdcked in his rear by the 
people whom he had fd ctufeUy injured, And covered 

with 
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\7ith (hame and difgrice he arrivedj at length, with 
difficulty. '-^i;^ 

The rcprefentarioh given df the diftrafted ftatfe 
of Ireland at this period, is painful to the feelings of 
humanity. There is no doubt but to this the feifilh 
and corrupt afdmiraftraticn of Fitzandehn greatly 
conduced. His unjuft and impofitic conduft could 
not be long contcaled from Henry, he difplaced hin^ 
and veiled with the powerfe of Deputy Hugh de La- 
cy, a baron whofe knowledge of the affairs of Ire- 
land, experience in the arts of government and re- 
gard to the principles of jufticcj qualified him for 
difcharging wjith propriety the duties of that impor* 
tant office. 

FarewelK 

L E T T E R XL. 

HENRY, at thT^ time defirous of providing a 
fecure and honourable eftablifliment for John, 
his youngeff fori, affembled a council at Oxford and 
I'n their prqifence ihVetted him with the lordfliip of 
Ireland. This granf was made, as our annalifts fay, 
with the fanftion of a number of the principal IriHi 
clergy and barorts wTiom the king called over i6 
England and cohfulted upon the bccafiori. 

Doctor Leland oBferves that it does riot appear 
to have been an a<9t of the ©iglifMegiflature, arid 
that the aflembly who rhet at' Oxford, before 
whom it was dfeclarfed, waiS nbt a parliamehf but a 
council, called to' "be at Witnefs of the tranfatSiori. 

To be holden of the king, his fori John and heirs, 
the following gfdrits were mide, iriiriiediately ful>* 
fequent to the above appointment. 

To 



ia8 THE HISTORY 

To Milo de Cogan and Robert Fitzftephen were 
granted the kingdom of Cork ; to Herbert Fitzher- 
beft die kingdom of Limerick j to William Fitzand- 
clm, a principal part of Connaught, a» alfo the 
guardianfhip of Leinfter, di^ring the minority of the 
only fon of Pembroke, to whom it defcended as a 
fief; to Robert de la Poer the territory of Water- 
ford. The king likewife granted to Sir Thomas de 
Clare all Thomond and to Otho. de Grandifon all 
Tipperary. In thefe grants, the king referved for 
himfelf and his heirs, the city of Cork, this city of 
Waterford and an adjoining diftrift. It has been 
afferted by feveral authors, that when Henry in- 
vefted his fon with the Lordftiip of Ireland, he tranf- 
ferred to him and to his heirs all the independent 
privileges of fovereignty without any refervation. 
The words of tire above grants plainly point out the 
fallacy of this opinion. From them it appears, that 
Henry referved to himfelf and to hisfucccffors the pri- 
>rileges of feudal fuperiority, of whom John and his 
defcendants were to hold the kingdom as their fu- 
preme Kegc lords. This point does not, even in the 
fmalleft degree, afFedk the independent conftitutional 
privileges of the Irifh nation. Whether, in confe- 
quence of the transference, the fupreme unreftridted 
executive power or privileges of majefty, refpetling 
Ireland, relided in John or remained with Henry, is 
of no importance to our political rights. 

As almoft every one of the above grants lay 
within the limits which were under the immediate 
protedkion of Roderic and, of confequence, were a 
violation of die treaty into which Henry entered 
with him and folenily ratified, they were warmly 
oppofed by the Irifh chieftains. The people of Li- 

merick. 
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•merick, particularly, beheld this aft of injuftice 
with keen refentment. Upon this, Fitz- ^ 
herbert refigned his prctenfions to Limerick, 
in favour of Philip de Braofo, who, bringing with 
him from Wales a number of needy and profligate 
adventurers^ made his appearance before the town. 
The inhabitants, filled with indignation at the fight 
fet fire to it and retired. 

The adminiftration began now to have a very 
different complexion from that which it had under 
the government of Fitzandelm. De Lacy executed 
the duties of his office, as Lieutenant, with pru- 
dence and fidelity. By (hewing a willingnefs to pro- 
mote the intereft of the Englifh adventurers, he con- 
ciliated their afFeftions. The natives alfo had caufc 
to entertain a favourable opinion of him from the 
pains which he took to proteft them from injury. 

But it appears that the government of Ireland 
was a moft invidious and a moft diflfcult talk. Fitz- 
andelm, by his improper adminiftration, incurred 
the difpleafure of the king and the popularity which 
De Lacy had acquired by the reftitude of his con- 
duft excited his jealoufy. He was recalled and the 
office of viceroy committed to the joint care of John, 
conftable of Chelhire, and Richard, Bilhop of Co- 
ventry. Being difqualified for holding the reins of 
government, three months concluded their admini- 
ftration. The cheerfulnefs with .which De Lacy had 
fubmitted to the unjuft deprivation of his office and 
the fatisfaftory manner in which he had vindicatefi 
his conduft to Henry, removed the fufpicions of the 
king and he was reinftated in the government. By 
his own particular defire, Robert of Shrewfbury, a 
confident of Henry, .accompanied him to Ireland as 
Vol. L L an 
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an afliftant in the adminijftration and to be a witnefs 
of his conduft. 

In the year eleven hundred and eighty one, died 
Laurence O'Tool, Bifliop of Dublin, fo highly cele- 
brated by his countrymen. This excellent prelate, 
at an early period, had devoted himfelf to a monaf- 
lie life, the duties of which he difcharged in a very 
examplary manner. This laid the foundation of his 
future dignities. He was remarkable for his bene- 
volence, for the ftrideft chaftity, for temperance, hof- 
pitality, a;id, above all, for the love of his country. 
Upon the firft attempts of the Engiifli on this king- 
dom he took an adive part in fupport of the nati- 
onal privileges ; continued to oppofe their encroach- 
ments with zeal, and, though obliged, at laft, to 
make his peace with Henry, was ftill the friend of 
Ireland. Contrafted with the fervility of his interef- 
ted cotemporaries of the facred order, his conduA, 
in this refpedl, appears in (hining colours. To re- 
move unfavourable impreffions received of him by 
Henry and to intercede with him in behalf of his 
countrymen oppreffed by. the lawlefs depredations of 
the Britifli foldiers, he paifed over to England. 
From thence he went to Normandy to be prefent at 
the council of Lateran. Worn out by the infirmities 
of age, he was taken ill upon his journey. Perceiv- 
ing his laft moments to approach, his country re- 
curred to his thoughts ; he lamented it*S fufFerings, 
he expreffed the anxiety of his heart for it's deliver- 
ance in pathetic terms. Death clofed his eyes, for 
ever, but left the remembrance of his virtues to 
warm with gratitude the breafts of Irilhmen and to 
. be admired by pofterity. 

For 
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For feveral years, Cogan and Fitzftephen bad 
enjoyed the diftrifts granted to them in. Deftnond. 
This encroachment on their rights, the natives had 
feen with fecming acquiefcence. But men g 
who have violated the privileges of huma*- 
nity can place no dependance on any marks of confi- 
dence or friendfliip which may appear in the conduit 
of the injured. This, thefe barons dreadfully ex- 
perienced. On a particular occafion, it was necef- 
fary that Milo de Cogan ftiould confer with the citi- 
zens of Waterford. At the houfe of an inhabitant 
of the city, he met them, accompanied by the fon 
of Fitzftephen. Nothing but a fenfe of the. deepeft 
injury could have induced Irilhmen to violate the 
rights of hofpitality. The two chiefs were put to 
death with five of their attendants. This feeriis to 
have been the fignal of a concerted infiirreftion. 
M'Arthy flew to arms, and, with a body of men col- 
lefted for the occafion, marched to Cork to atf^ck 
Firzftephen. The intrepidity of Raymond, the ne- 
phew of Fitzftephen, faved the town. 

At this time, in particular, the want of a fleet 
was fenfibly felt by the Irifli. From their firft at- 
tempt upon the kingdom, the fuperiority of the En- 
glifh in this refpeft, was a circumftance as much in 
their favour, as their defenfive armour, their cele- 
brated crofs bows, and the advanfetges of their mili- 
tary difcipline. Hence, the coafts were expofed to 
their depredations and they could tranfport fuccours, 
when neceffary, without interruption. At this pe- 
riod, the ftate of his affairs in Ireland, required aflif- 
tance from Henry. Under the command of Rich- 
ard, brother to Milo de Cogan, and of Philip Barry, 
he fent over a confiderable force. Cambrenfis the 

L 2 hiftorian 
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hiftorian appointed tutor to John and fevera! ccclefi- 
afticks, canle in their train, with a view id regulate 
the church. They feem to have been ill fjualified 
for that office. Inftead of recommending themfelves 
by that affability and condefcenfion becoming their 
profeffibn, their fupercilious carriage rendered thtm 
Very obnoxious to the Irifli clergy. The diflike was 
mutual. At their meetings, they gave way to angry 
pailions which they gratified by teading one another 
with inveftives. 

In vl ftate of foeiety little improved by the arts of 
cultivation a man diftinguiflied by the virtues of poli- 
tical wifdom, of jurtice and fidefity, is not to expeft 
his reward, titnry^ through the cahimny of De 
Lacy^s enemies, for the beft of men will have ene- 
mies, once more removed hiiii from the adminiftra- 
tion which he committed to the care of PhiHp dc Brao- 
fo. The conduft cf Philip is^as a ftrikirig contrail to 
that of De Lacy. He ftripped numbers of the 
grants which they had obtained from his predeceifor. 
Defpifing even the very appeararice of juftrce and 
decfency^ accompanied by a body of troops, he pa- 
raded through feveral parts of the kingdom for the 
piirpofc of rioting, bf extortion and rapacity. The 
forms of religion he held in open contempt, from 
whofe minifters he extorted fums of money,, in 
defiance of the ftipulations of Cafliiel. His go- 
vernment, as niight be expefted, was of fhort du- 
ration. 

Adieu. 
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OF IRELAND. 13J 

LETTER XLI. 

HENRY had difcovered a fond partiality for 
two of his children which they requited with 
the hafeft ingratitude. Notwithftanding, as you 
have feen, he bellowed the lordftiip of Ireland upon 
John, Still more impolitic was the meafure whidi 
he now adopted, of fending^' him over to this coun- 
try, though yet but twelve years of age, to take 
pofleffion of his new inheritance. 

Attended by a pompous train of proud and ra- 
pacious courtiers, by Gleuville a celebrated lawyer, 
a number of ecclefiaftics, and a very confiderable 
force, he kidded at Waterford, on the firft of April 
eleven hundred and eighty five. There the Englifli 
fettlers of Leinfter and a number of chiefteins at- 
tended hi-s court to acknowledge him as their IJege 
lord and to prefent him, upon his arrival in the 
kingdom, with their compliments of congratulation. 
When, according to the cuftom of their country, the 
Irifli, with undefigning funplicity, were advancing 
to falute John, his attendants interpofed and thruft 
them off with indecent rudenefs. Thig was not 
enough ; they were laughed at by thefe poliflied cour- 
tiers, plucked by the beard and treated with other 
marks of contemptuous itidignity , Scarcely any in- 
jury makes a deeper impreflion on the mind, than 
contempt. The Irifli lords Hung by this b^fe treat- 
ment, haftened firom court, and, determined to vin- 
dicate their honor, proclaimed to their followers the 
infolence of the Englifli in order to roufe them to 
arms. *' Gpprefled by their pride," exclaimed they 
in the language of indignation, " how* can we fubmit 

L 3 to 
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to their power, whom entreaty cannot move nor our 
misfortunes foften, nor our afFedWon foothe, nor re- 
fpedtftil treatment infpire with friendly fentiments ! 
Are thefe the aufpicious beginnings of their domini- 
on ! Do they mean by fuch ufage td conciliate our 
minds to peace or to roufe within us a difpofition to 
war ? Are thefe the fruits we are to experience of 
Britilh politenefs? To rejedt our congratulations, 
and to return our friendly falutes with difdain." Such 
affecting language could not be heard without ma- 
king a deep impreffion. The courtiers took no pains 
to efface it. By their condu6t they ftrengthcned 
tl?e refentment conceived againft them and render- 
ed it more extenfive in it's influence. They not on- 
ly defpifed the Irifli but gratified with eagernefs their 
rapacious difpofitions. They plundered them in^tf^ 
criminately. Even the Englifti fettlers were driven 
from their, poffeflions, without any regard either to 
their country or to the fervices which they had done 
to Henry their common mafter. Thefe, provoked 
by fuch injuftice and ingratitude, dcfcrted the fide 
of their oppreflbrs and combined againft them with 
the injured natives. 

The alarm of war founded in every quarter. 
The caftles of the Englifti were feized, and many of 
their moft diftinguiftied leaders, being fuddenly at- 
tacked, were either defpoiled of their fettlements or 
put to the fword. Carnage and devaftation were 
fpread, almoft into every quarter. Meath, which in 
a particular manner had been the objedk of De La- 
cy's attention, was upon the point oiF being loft by 
the impending ftorm. 

John's goodly train had continued to indulge 
themfelves in hixury and to gratify their avarice and 

pride 
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pride with an aftonifhing degree of infenfibility to 
the pernicious confequences of their folly. Befides, 
^s might well be expefted from men of fuch aban- 
doned characters, they were at variance with one 
another, and their councils full of jealoufy and con- 
tention. 

Compelled at laft to exert themfelves for their 
own fecurity and to reftore the public peace, they 
took up arms and attempted to difperfe their ene- 
mies. But effeminated by a courfe of fenfual grati- 
fication and ftrangers to the defultc^ry manner of 
fighting of the Irifh, they were reduced to the dif- 
gracefiil neceflity of giving up the conteft and of re- 
treating for fafety to their fortifications^ 
?:. Farewell. 

LETTER XLII. 

WHILST fuch was the diftraaed ftatc of Ire- 
land, a quarrel betwixt his fons Richard and 
GeofFry, a difpute with the clergy who had conti- 
nued to give him trouble fince the death of Becket, 
and his affairs in Scotland, Wales and on^the con- 
tinent, had engaged the attention of Henry. As 

foon as he had leifure to turn his thoughts to this 
kingdom, perceiving how miferably the adminiftra- 
tion was conduced by the minifters employed to 
direft the councils of John, he recalled them, toge- 
ther with his fon, arid veiled John De Courcy with 
the office of viceroy. The fitteft perfon to quiet the 
diforders of Ireland, at this time, would have been 
the prudent De Lacy. But he was no more. 

Upon the ruins of an abbey in Meath, facred to 
Kolumb-kill, he had prepared to creft a fortrefs. 

The 
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The natives, who held this abbey in great venera- 
tion, confidered the attempt as impious. Impreffed 
by this fentiment, one of the labourers, watching a 
favourable opportunity, drew a battle axe, which he 
had concealed for the purpofe, and killed the baron 
on the fpot. Not one of the Englifh adventurers, 
according to the accounts of feveral authors^ merited 
fo Well the conunendations of pofterity. He fuf- 
fered himfelf to be engaged in an unjuft caufe which 
he fupported with fleadinefs ; in all other refpefts, 
he is entitled to diftinguifiied praife. Inflead of that 
overbearing infolence, that pride, avarice and rapa- 
city, for which his countrymen in Ireland, almoft 
without exception, were remarkable, a ftridt regard 
to prudence, moderation, humanity and juftice, was 
confpicuous in his charter. It was^ in the year ele- 
ven hundred and eighty fix, that De Courcy, created 
Earl of Ulfter, received the reins of government. 
The refentments excited in the Irifli by John and 
his impolitic courtiers were beconae fo general, that 
had they been guided by prudence, by fleadinefs and 
unanimity, they niight have been attended with the 
moll ferious confequences to the Englifti fettlements. 
But, at prefent, as on farmer occafions, their efforts, 
in vindication of their rights, were violent, but, 
from want of perfeverance, they could not derive 
frorn them any real or permanent advantage. To 
the attainment of the great objeft of their wifhes, 
their original independence, the intelline quarrels by 
which they were difunited, on every triffling occa- 
fion, were iliU a more infuperable obftacle. 

For fome time, De Courcey was obliged to fland 
upon the defenfive. This but ill fuited his impe- 
tuous temper. He refolved to atchieve fome ex- 
ploit 
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ploit worthy of his former reputation, and, with jhat 
view, led his army into Cojnnaught. Bold, but not 
circumfpeft, he pitched his camp without having ta- 
ken proper care to examine his fituation and the 
ftrength of the enemy. Being attacked and unable 
to maintain his pqft, he was forced to retire, with 
precipitation, and to evacuate the province. This 
repulfe animated the men of Uljfter to take up 
arms, once more, in fupport of their rights. De 
Courcey marched with his forces to Armagh, where 
the principal ftrength of the enemy was colledled. 
He took it by ftqrm and rc-eftablifhed his power in 
that quarter. 

I^ the month of July of' this year, eleven hun- 
dred and eighty nine, died at Chii^on in Normandy, 
Henry the Second. The noble hiftorian who has 
written the life of this prince has drawn his charafter 
in (hining colours. According to him, he was a wife 
politician, ftrift and impartial in the adminiftration 
of juftice ; cpndudled his government by a regard to 
the liberty of his fubjedts ; was brave, generous and 
diftinguiftied for the fergivcnefs of injuries. Thefc 
virtues he poffeffcd in a confiderable degree ; but his 
invafion of Ireland aiid fubfequent tranfadions in 
that country, have left a ftain upon his memory 
which can iiever bq effaced. How far his conducft 
in this matter, until the death of Pembroke, is re- 
concijeable to the principles of juftice, I have en- 
deavoured to cxplaiii in a former letter. You will 
recoUedt that his treaty with Roderic was alfo par- 
tiqularly taken notice of. Nothing could be more 
ftiameful than his violation of this engagement, which 
was ratified with all the circumftances of folemnity 
neceflary to make it binding upon every principle of 

juftice. 
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juftice and of honor. For the fake of gratifying a 
number of rapacious favourites, to make grants of 
land to be peopled with Englifti colonifts within the 
prefcribed limits of Rodericks jurifdiftion, and with- 
out any pretence to juftify. it, was cruelty to the 
natives, injurious to the Irifli monarch and reproach- 
ful to Henry- This diflionourable breach of faith 
cnflamed the refentment of the Irifti and exceedingly 
encreafed the calamities of this unhappy country. 

Adieu* 

LETTER XLHI. 

RICHARD, Henry^s fecond fbn, upon his death, 
afcended the Englifh throne. As the lordlhip 
of Ireland had been veiled in his younger brother, 
he did not interpofe any authority with refpedl to 
the government of this kingdom. John, during the 
life of Richard, appointed deputies, made grants, and 
performed every other aft of fovereign power, as 
his diftinft and exckifive right. From the time that 
Peter the Hermit began to preach the neceflity of ta- 
king up arms, in order to expel the Saracens from 
Jerufalem and deliver Chriftians from the infults and 
the difficulties to which they were expofed in their 
pilgrimages to the Holy Land, almoft every country 
in Europe had, with aftonifhing rapidity, catched the 
enthufiaftic flame. It had entirely taken pofieflion 
of the mind of Richard. He was determined to en- 
gage perfonally in a crufade, his obligations to 
which appeared to him in a ftronger light, than the 
important duties, which, as their fovereign, he owed 
to his Englifh fubjeds. It cannot then be fuppofed 

that 
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that he would be inclined to pay the leaft attention 
to the affairs of this country. He did not even af- 
fume any title from it as liege lord. The firft de- 
puty of Ireland appointed by John, after the death 
of his father, was Hugh, fon of the famous De Lacy- 
The natives fmarting under a fenfe of the multi- 
plied injuries which they had received from the En- 
glifh, whenever a fufpenfion of their inteftine quar- 
rels took place, were difpofed to feize every oppor- 
tunity that offered to refill . their encroachments. 
Richard was now abfent. He had carried with him 
a number of troops to Paleftine which would preyent 
the Britifh adventurers in this country, from receiv- 
ing any afliftance from England. The favourable 
occafion was embraced by the petty princes of Mun-.. 
ftcr, thofe of Defmond and Thomond in particular. 
They joined their followers to thofe of Cathal King 
of Connaught whofe magnanimity againft the com- 
mon enemy was fignalized, in the moft confpicuous 
manner. 

De Courcy, from his multiplied a£i:s of injuftice, 
had particular reafon to dread the impending ftorm -, 
Armoric of Saint Lawrence, to whom he applied for 
fuccour, haftened to his afliftance. In his march . 
through Connaught, a numerous body of the enemy 
attacked him fuddenly, from an ambufcade. The 
horfe determined to provide for their fafety by 
flight ; but the foot having difcovered their intention 
conjured them to refle<a upon the ftain which fo 
ftiameful a defertion would fix upon their reputa- 
tion ; to confider their mutual attachments, their mu- 
tual confidence and the valour which they had dif- 
played on former occafions ; they entreated that 
, they would not fufFer them, in this emergence, to 

be 
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be expofed to the fury of the enemy, friendlefs and 
unaflifled. It was impoflible but that fuch afFedting 
remonftrances muft have their proper weight on 
minds not quite infenfible to the principles of virtue 
and qf hopor. Each horfeman, after the generous 
example of Saint Lawrence, killed his horfe, deter- 
mined to live or die with his fellow foldiers. The 
Irifh came on to the attack with fierce impetudity. 
A thoufand of thern, it is faid, perifhed. Numbers 
of the jEnglifh fell upon the occafion : The furyiyers, 
having exhibited proofs of intrepid courtage, hroke 
through the aflailants and purfued their march. 

Gathal and his auxiliaries, probably ftruck by 
the valour which the Englilh difplayed in this battle 
^nd forefeeing the cfFufion of blood likely to be died 
by a iCO:ntlnuance of the cont^ft, concluded an agree- 
ment with Be Lacy, and both parties, for the pre- 
fent, ceafed from hoftilities. 

To De Lacy fucceeded, as viceroy, William Petit, 
who, fliortly after^ was fuperfeded by the Lord Max- 
field Earl M^fhal of England. This nobleman had 
married the daughter of Strongbow whom he had by 
Eva, the only child of Dermod king of Leinfter. He 
was high in feyour with Richard who had appointed 
him one of the regency when he.fet off for Paleftine. 
He had likeyrife a copfiderable eftate in Ireland- But 
all thefe advantages Were not fufficient to enable him 
to preferve the peace of this country. The natives 
renewed hoftilities, under the command of O'Brian ; 
engaged and defeated the Englifti army at Thurles. 
Thi? adyaiitage however did not fecure Thomond 
and the neighbouring diftridts from their ravages, to 
which the enemy were encouraged by the death of 
O'Brian, whofe name, as one of the bcft friends of 

his 
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his diffraded much injured country, has been re- 
corded with diftinguilhed praife. But the peopfe of 
Thomond did not continue long without a fpirited 
avenger of their wrongs. Cathal of Connaught, 
whofe enterprifing genius has been fpoken of above, 
roufed his follower!^ fo arms and led into Munfter a 
nuitlcr6us body of troops. The Engiirfi, not daring 
to wait his approach, retired. Cathal advanced and 
defiroyed their fortifications. 

At tlie fame timie, M*Arthy of iJefmond having 
defeated the enemy, in a pitched battle, reduced 
Limerick. A detachment of the Englifh were like^ 
wife routed by him in conjunftion with the rhen of 
Conriaught and other auxiliaries. In confequence of 
this yidtory, Cork Surrendered to the Iri(h. This 
was the laft town or garrifon which tlie Englifh pof- 
feffed in the province of Munfteri 

Earl Marfliai, affeded by thefe misfortunes, gave 
up the government of JreTand to Hanio de Valois, 
in the year eleven liuridred and ninety feven. 

The clergy had now arrived at the zenith of their 
power. A politic goverriour would therefore, con- 
lidcring the circumftances of the kingdom, have 
avoided giving them offence. De Valois paid no 
regard to this confideration. To fupply the necef- 
fities of government, he feized the poffeflions of the 
clergy. Provoked at this treatment, they ufed every 
endeavour, but in vain, to procure from John re- 
drefs. Thus was a new caufe of diflatisfadtion with 
his government added to thofe, which were before 
fufficiently numerous. 

In the year eleven hundred and ninety eight, died 
Roderic O'Connor, the laft of the fupreme raonarchs 
of Ireland. Roderic, as has been faid, was of the 

houfe 
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houfe of Heremon, and therefore eligible to the ho- 
nours of fovereignty. But it was his courage that 
raifed him to the throne. In the different parts of 
the kingdom, the people had fubmitted to his au- 
thority. No prince, for a feries of years, could 
claim a better title. Under this idea, Henry enter- 
ed into the treaty with him which has, more than 
once, been mentioned. Had this prince oppofed 
the Englifti with the fame courage which purchafed 
for him the crown, they would not, it is highly pro- 
bable, have procured a fettlement in the kingdom. 
The forces with which they aflifted Dermod were in 
the beginning very inconfiderable. A fpirited ef- 
fort of the monarch muft have expelled them. 
When, by arms, he fliould have enforced his right, 
he depended upon the feeble and ineflfeftual me- 
thods of accomodation. 

By his agreement with Henry, he gave up one 
province of his kingdom ; and by repeated violati- 
ons of it, he had the mortification to fuftain new 
lofles. The unnatural rebellion of his fons com- 
pleated his misfortunes. They compelled him to 
relinqui(h the crown. Having experienced a large 
fhare of profperity and tailed bitterly of adverfe 
fortune, fick of the iiiftability of human affairs, he 
fought for a retreat from the cares and difappoint- 
ments of life, in the folitude of a convent, where he 
!ived until death put a final period to his calamities. 

^ Adieu. 
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LETTER XLIV. 

NO power of the human^ mind has produced fuch 
aftonilhing efforts as courage when aniniated 
by religious enthufiafm. Thefe combined principles 
had engaged Richard in the expedition to the Holy 
Land, and led him on to thofe martial atchievments 
that reflected upon his arms, diftinguilhed glory. 
As he and his allies were marching to the fiege of 
Afcalon, Saladin met and encountered them in bat- 
tle, at the head of thirty thoufand men. In the be- 
ginning of the engagement, the two wings of the 
Chriftian army were defeated. The magnanimity 
of Richard, who commanded the centre, not only 
reftored the battle, but obtained over the Saracens a 
compleat victory. After feveral fuccefsful fieges,* 
he was enabled to approach within fight of Jerufa- 
lera, the -recovery of which city from the infidels had 
been the grand objeft of his undertaking. But the 
zeal of the other Chriftian princes being- greatly 
abated, they refolved to defift from the enterprize 
and return to their refpedive countries- Richard, 
thus difappointed of his hopes, was obliged to con- 
clude a truce with Saladin, and to procure from him 
the beft terms which could be obtained in favour of 
the Chriftians- Upon hh return home, being fliipr 
wrecked near Aquileia, he put on the difguife of a 
pilgrim that he might be able to make his way un- 
known through Germany- But, as he paffed by Vi- 
enna, he was difcovered by Leopold Duke of Auftria- 
Leopold, having on a former occafion, been offend- 
ed by him, fo gratify his refentment and his avarice, 
moft ungeneroufly feized Richard and caft him into 

prifon. 
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prifon. After a tedious confinement, in which he 
was obliged to fubmit to many indignities, he was 
ranfomed by his fubjedls. Some time after, being 
. employed in befieging a caftle in Bretagne, he re- 
received a wound of which he died foon after. 

Upon the demife of Richard, Arthur of Bretagne, 
the fon of Geoffry, an elder brother, had the bell title 
to the throne ; but John ufurped his right and added 
the murder of that innocent prince to his other crimes. 

, ^ The prefent diftrafted ftate of Ireland 

nog. . ; \< ^ m ^ . t 

required from John very particular atten- 
tion. His care was how engaged by more intereft- 
ing objeds. Affairs on the continent and in England, 
and nibre particularly, the dangers incident to a dif- 
puted fucceflion, employed almpft the whole of his 
thoughts. 

Miles Fitzhenry, natural fon of Henry the Firft, 
was appointed deputy of this kingdom, in the place 
of HamoDeValois. 

About this time, John made a grant of Tho- 
mond to William De Braofo, the city of Limerick 
and certain cantreds excepted. .But this fpirited ba- 
ron, lefs concerned about his property, than the li- 
berties of England, which the king feemed deter- 
mined to facrifice to his ambition, expreffed himfelf 
upon the fubjedl with a freedom which enflamed the 
refentment of John. To avoid the impending dan- 
ger, William fled to Ireland for proteftion : Being 
here infecure, he pafled over to the Ifle of Man and 
from thence to France, where he died. His wife 
and fon did not efcape the king's difpleafure. By 
order of the inhuman tyrant, they were feized in 
Meath, fent over prifoners to England and put to a 
T^iolent deatK 

The 
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The above rnehtioncd grant to Braolb, andpar- 
ticukr diftrift^ in Coiin^ught, formerly conveyed to 
Englifli fettlerfe, were committed to the care of Wil- 
liam De Burgo, a baron of ^ tbie femily of JPitzap- 
delm. In confeqjzeixce of this trufl, he led a body of 
forces to Limerick which he attacked and recovered. 
The Irilh wer^ nbw deprived of the afliftance which 
they had fo oJPten received from the brave Cathal. 
Carragh O'Connor^ ,a branch of the family, difputed 
his title to. the fovereignty of Connaught. With 
their ufual ficklenefs, many of the friends of Cathal 
deferted him and by going over to his rival cjQcreafed 
the number of his.partizans. Carragh h^d no]t the at- 
tachment to his country which Tiad diftinguilhed the 
patriotic Cathal. In his mind, every generous fenti- 
ment was abforbed in the gratification of ambition. 
He applied to De Burgo for aid, by whofe affiftance 
he was placed on/the throne of Connaught. A new 
event now pi-efcnts itftlf to view. De Courcey and 
De Lacy, folicite'd by Cathal and by O'Niall of Tir 
Owen, who had warmly efpoufed the common cauf^, 
joined,thcir forcfes to thofe of the Irifh chieftains, fc- 
veral of whorii,' befides thofe now mentioned, had 
united in the fervice of their country, and marched 
to drive frorn the throne of Coijinaught, Carragh the 
ufurper. The attempt was u'nfuccefsful. Cathal 
findjng that he could have no dependance eithei^ on 
his own ftrength or the prefent circumftances of his 
allies, had recourfc to other methods. He had the 
addrefs not only to detach froni the intereft of his ri- 
val, De Burgo, now become an independant baron, 
but prevailed with him to fupport his caufe. Thus 
befriended, he engaged the forccis of Carragh, who^ 
having fallen by the fword, left him the undifputed 
Vol. L M poffeffion 
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poiTeffion pf ttic throne. , A. regard tP his awn inte- 
" reff , as we ii^ay wejl Tuppofe^ l^d induced De Bur- 
"^^ ^_ to lend affifta^c^, to Cath^L But . ijpt . <?l>t^m- 
' irig from him the rew^ard he expedlbd y he deteu:min- 
ed to fenfofce it by havjhg recourfe to arms.. The 
fortune of Catjhal prevailed DeBurga was defeated. 
\-Fit2henry. taking advantage of the refentrpent ex- 
cited againft T)e TBurgo iii .the rnind of Cathal ppe- 
vaifed with him^ .as^alfp wit]i p'Brian of Xhomond, 
to join their foro^s to his, and tp attack Linierick, 
which. had continued in poffefliori qf ; that rel)ellious 
baron/ Xhe city was taken and Pe Burgo obliged 
to retanr to \ih depej;idance on the Englifh crown- 
' Cathal, and pT^rian on this pccafion, forgot 
their duty to t)ieir cpuntiry. ^hele chieftain^s who 
■"had afljftejd the deputy with their ^irns, now entered 
into a treaty witVhjm frcmi whifh Jphn derived fub- 
ffantial advantages^ ',*To be f<?(;ii|red in the fafe.pof- 
feffion of a, third part of ^C^ ftir^en- 

d^ri^d jto t|^e^iCm§^ pF p^ two payts, 

aeknbsviedging fli^felf his vaifl[al and promUing a 
yearly tfitjute. of a hijindi^ed rr\arks. ;. O'Brian alfo 
mad^ conceffions^of impQi;tance tQ the Engliih inte- 
reft; '" ' 

; . L E X'T E R xLVt 

IX was at ^ this time njeceffary to reduce to ol?edi- 
en9e a much rnore powerful. baron than De Biirgo. 
Some time beforq, De Courcey had been deprived 
of th^ office of deputy, in favour of De Lacy* His 
'high, fpirit could not Aibmit to this mortification. 
He retired, in difcpntent, to his fettkpxent in Ulfter 
and renounced his jallpgiance. The refentment of 

' . John 
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John againft De Courcey was very much heightei;ied 
by another, caufe; he had/impeached his title tothe 
croWn, and caii fe vere reflexions on t him ^ haying 
occafioned the l^eath of iiis p^p^ew Prince Arthur. 

I>E LAc.Y,\who. whei) this baron, yras removp4 
from the government, had ^ been fubftituted in his 
place, was confider^. hy the king as the fitted in- 
ftrument to jpunidi him for nis rebellion and, receiv- 
cd a commifffon for that pufpofe. . A battle -^ued 
in'wWh l!3e';Courcey was yidipifipus. .Wh^tjpower 
could not efefl;, IpeXacy a,ccj:pmpliflied» by.addreii 
He bribed Ifome of i)e Courpcyjs attendajitg.who.be^ 
tfayed their mafter into his hand? whom he ^nt pri- 
foher into lEngland. John .cohdemne|d him .to* pen- 
petual linpnlonifient and . transferred his poflcffions 
in tjifter, with the 'E^rldo^. .^ne?ced to .thejii, to 

pe"Lacy^ _^ ,'..:<'. :. ••,..: ■.>•:■*•• ' 

The Engtirti iiitereft in^this oounty hc'- r . 
gaanow to we^r a more fa^ourahle^fpciSt..; ,- 
The frf>elii6ri of De Courcey'\^nd i>e Buifgo were, 
fupprefled., The people of. Defmond were not for- 
midable Being embroiled with tr^tjeftine diflentionfe 
and deprived by death of the. ^fliftanceof theui yaU-. 
ant lea'der pafiiel M^Af thy. Limprick and Cpfk Md * 
been recovered and ftrengthenod by fortificatjions. 

TENDER .pretenfe of chaftifvjg.the De Laeys '$nd 
William De Braofo who had;bejjo^9 faftious aaid tur- 
buleht,. in the. niionth of june^ twelytt hundred and 
ten/ the king ^id a fecond vifit to Ireland, . It is 
very probable .tliat his real defign was to be furtiifh- 
ed with a fpecioi|s reafon for keeping together his 
forcesi.tp fecure himfelf againft the difpieafufe of bis 
EnglTfli fubjedts which he had juftly incurred by the 
I M % meannefs, 
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meannefsj^ the infolence and tyranny of his govern- 
ment. 

Upon his arrival, a confiderable number of chief- 
tains attended his court, and did homage to him as 
their liege lord. Whilft in Ireland, he performed 
no military atchievement worth notice. England was 
never ruled by a priijce more ambitious than John. 
At the fame time, no king could be more contemp- 
tible in arms. The JDe Lacys and Braofo dreading 
the efFefts of his refentment, fled to France, With 
refped to th^ fate of thefe unfortunate barons, Brao- 
ft), we are told, was never reftored to the king's fa- 
vour. His unhappy wife and children Were call into 
prifon where they experienced the bitter efFedls of 
John's unrelenting cruelty. The De Lacys, being 
ftripped of their all and reduced to the moft humili- 
ating circumftances, by the interceflion of the abbot 
of Saint Taurin, obtained the lung's forgivnefs and 
were reiriftated in their poffeflions. 

Before John left Ireland he paid fome regard to 
the political intereft of his fubjedts. 

We have feen the principles on which Henry fet- 
tled the affairs of this kingdom. The part of it fub- 
dued by the Britifh arms was that only, which, pro- 
perly fpeaking, acknpwledged his fovereignty. Here, 
a form of government was eftablifhed exadlly fimilar 
in it's feveral departments, to that of the Englifh 
conftitution. Henry well knew that to maintain his 
authority ahd fecure the allegiance of his fubjeds, 
this was effentially neceflary. Is it to be fuppofed 
that the Englifh adventurers formerly the fubjefts of 
a free empire, however indifferent they might have 
been to the rights of the natives, would be infenfible 
to their owij ? Would they fubmit to have no par- 
liament. 
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liament, no laws, no conftitution ? Would they 
Ihed their blood, would they fubmit to a variety of 
the greateft hardfliips to procure a fettlement in this 
country, and then yield up their lives, their pro- 
perty, their moft valuable privileges to the control 
of an Englifli defpot ? A glorious recompenfe of 
their labours this, in the eftimation of haughty ba- 
rons and of their high fpirited followers. The idea 
is fraught with abfur4ityt 

At the defire of his Englifh fubjefts of this king- 
dom, John gave them a code of laws founded upon 
the principles of Englifh polity, the objedt of which 
Was, to regulate the prerogative of the prince and the 
limits of their obedience, Likewife, by general con- 
fent, in parliament, he ordained that the Englifh 
laws and cuftoms fhould henceforward be obferved in 
Ireland. By the former, we are to underftand the 
llatute law, and, by the latter, the common law of 
England. In a patent roll of tht eleventh of Henry 
the Third, are thefe words, " The King to the ba- 
rons, knights and all his freeholders greeting. Your 
wifdoms, as we believe, have fufficiently been in- 
formed, that when John, formerly King of England, 
our father, of happy memory, came into Ireland, he 
brought with him difcreet men fkillcd in the laws, 
by whofe unanimous advice, at the requeft of the 
Irifh, he ordained and commanded the laws of Eng- 
land to be obferved in Ireland, and left the faid laws, 
reduced into writing under his Teal, in the exchequer 
of Dublin." In the exchequer the code of laws men- 
tioned above, was alfo depbfited.. For the inore re- 
gular adminiftratioh of jiiltice, ' John likewife efta* 
blifhed courts of l^w w^bfe jurrfdidiori was to ex- 
tend to the linMts of the pale." By this term, that 

M 3 part 
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part qF the kingdom occupied by the adventurerjs and 
gQverned'by Englifh Ia>v^' oq account of being, Sepa- 
rated from the reft^by an enclofure of pstlips, is gene- 
rally diftinguifhedi With the farne viqwj^ as had 
been done oy Henry, iheriffs with 'pro^raflifts^nts 
were appointed and the, boundaries pf the,\r.Jurifdip- 
tion ^fcerlained. In.prda^. to this, theErigljlh terri- 
tory was diyided intq the counties pf Dublin, Meath, 
Kildare, Lowth, Carlow, Kilkenny^" We^^ford, Wa- 
terford, Cprk, Kerry^ Ljmerfck, Tiperary.. Here 
we niay pretty evidently, perceive how far^ at this 
tirtie, the pretenfions of .EngUfli. goyprnmfJit, in 
point of any real power, 'extended in Ireland. In 
what remained, which co/nppfed about the two 
thirds of the kingdom, the Englilh influ^cc, was in 
a great mcafure nominal. \ 

Adieu. 

: L E T T,E R xiyi., 

THE deputy appointed by Johci to direft the 
affairs of this country was De j Gfrey JBilhop ,of 
Not^jch. His government was the^jirli, .ajs- we are 
inforjm.ed )yy Matthew Jparis,, in whiqh money was 
coined. here of the common ftandar^, w^^ 
England* "By this, the commercial intercpurfe be- 
twixf tfi^e two nations could be condu^d^ed with 
greater, facility and idyahtag& thari when the money 
current in each was of'a :<|ifferent.,vak^ 

minationi ' ' / . ,, . • 

We are infprm^^ ^ha^t-.tbe adm^^^ 
prdai^ was adtiy^^^ ! Itjm^hpif^ye)}^ 

added,' that' like 'ihj?-;gbyeja^^ 
one of^his^^r^'4e^^^^ \tj^^m^\^,h^^^ to 

.' ' " ^' '* '" ,. 'r - the 
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the natives. The krgi portion of Ms territory gfinN 
ed by Cathal to the Engfifh, migHt; you woulS Aip- . 
pofe, have gratified thdir rapatity! He, had refervedi 
to Whifelf but a third' of his potfeffions. ^vca ojt; ''■ 
that, they call a greedy eye' attd' attempted to make • 
enaoachments. It is probable, as he ufualfy had . 
done, that the prince of Connaught, wpuld, on this 
occafion, have had recoiirfe for juttice: to his ' own 
ftrength could he "have commanded the mejins.. But, 
in confequehce of hi^tronceffionsto the finglifh, of^ 
which he how had caxift nibft bitterly to repent^ t'ls " 
fti-ength was weakneft.' As 'hlis 'onl^ "refou'rc^ he ' 
appealed to John, /Johh feldom'regarcJed the.com-' 
ptaints of tht inji&«d,buf to thd 'grievance of tTaflial".^ . 
he gave attention.. By letters patent, he cxpre'f^y' 
commanded his deputy , of Irel^l'^tut' officers !bf., 
juffice^to prOteft CatHal'iii t'he u^dfft^rbed'pofTeflloii'" 
of all Ws'juft rights an& privileges;' ;' ; . . " '"/ 
S6^!rfi•time af^er; thelBiffiop of^N'orwIcfi,' hkvihg' 
been fent for to England', cbminit'ted'tHe reins pfgd-" 
vernmentto Coniyn Atdhbiftibp 6f ^Ob W 't^pon.'' 
his dfeatH,' Henty-I3«/ ti)Adres,' whS'tuc^^^ 
in tht'archeopifcopai lefeV.was ap|i£)lnted1ord.d(?pijty> ' 
He governed Irefend ^rjili th^ y^ViwelVe huH^r^^' 
and -thirteen when he wiis? called' Wei-' to Ehg&na''ty" 
John", affhtsfituatibfirehdefredthe alSft'^ftc^ ofSll'fiil' 
coiiiifeHors necefFairy; who'fe ad vk'e^ 'coiiid be nf^thif 
him. Frbm'thfc' 'tiiiie that this'mric'^ ^fcendSp ffife f 
Ejiglifh throne,* he Wals fiivblvediji'a'boridhued'rtV^ 
of mfefortuhes, of YhcfeVfers'dlfpii'^eH^ P§j<i'Wn8i.f^ 
cent the third, in 'itfyt& to i^e'«l'e(5fbn?)Farlarcfib?i' 
flitip to. fill th^ fefe of Cknterbulfl' wkV^e-'mbMb 
gracefiij. ' Upon thi^,' as^an '9v^f/olfie?%iafio?^i{^ 
conduiStca himfelf with 'dirgtiftlfi^Hdbfen^ind'^i^lt' 
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an abjefl: meanncfs which rendered him defpicable. 
To reduce John to fubmiflion, the Pope laid his 
kingdom under an intcrdift : He then pronounced 
a^inft him a fcntence of excommunication. Find- 
ing that he ftUl perfifted in his c^pofition, he depofed 
hijn and transfered his dominions to Philip King of 
France. Infte^ of endeavouring to retrieve the con- 
fequences of his folly, by refilling with wifdom and 
firmnefs this flagrant prefumption of the pontiff, he 
c6nfehted to refign his kingdon^ to the Pope and to 
hold it of him as his vaffal. In the littlenefs of his 
foul, he not only fubmitted to this aftonilhing meanr 
nefs, but to do homage with all the humiliating rites 
prefcribed to inferiors, on fuqh pcc^ions, by the feur 
dal law. • 

The obnoxious government of John had given 
fuch univerfal oflfence to the Engjilh, that in the 
pkafure with which they werewitncfs to his difgrace 
they extinguifhed all regard to the dignity and the 
iiidepcndance of the nation. But, /i^ot long after, they 
cxertefi themfelve^, cfFedually ip defence of their 
rights.. Of ail thp. princes who had ruled England, 
tRofe. of the Norman line were the moft ahfolute. 
Under their government, the people were greatly 
abrid^fd of the liberties they had enjoyed during^the 
rrign piF the Saxon JCings and.the barons loft much 
of the^ power derived to their order from the princi- 
ples gf the fifudal conftitution. John, in particular^ 
ha^' trampled' ^fplently upon the privileges of all 
his.fiibjefts. . C^ this account, he was hateful to 
theml ' . Tb^rc was fuch a mixture id his charaftcr of 
qdicjus and conternptible qualities, that he was an 
cjije^ neither ^pf.jefpeft, of afiedion or of .fear. 
I?{aving lon^^ borne yrith his tyranny, which was 
rr equally 
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equally intolerable even after his diftionourable con- 
cdfions to the Pope, the batons at laft, roufed to 
a fenfe of their cjuty, armed and compelled him to 
ratify that glorious charafter of liberty by which the 
powers of the crown were reftrained within due li- 
mits, and the rights; of the people, of every order, 
afcertained and confirmed. This aft of juftice was 
extorted from John by neceffityt Though he had 
fandified it by an oath, he endeavoured to re-efta^ 
blilh his tyranny, with the affiftance of an army of 
foreign mercenaries. This attempt exceedingly 
heightened the indignation with which the Englifti. 
had been infpired by his former ufurpation^. De- 
termined that he fliould rule them na longer, they 
made an offer of the crowri to Lewis, eldeft fon of 
Philip King of France, who accepted it and came 
over to England where he was invefted with his new 
dignity. As John was making preparations to reco- 
ver his kingdom, he was feized by a diforder of 
which he.died^ after an odious j^nd coi^temptible 
fcigij of feventeen years, 

LETTER XLVIL 

HENRY the Third, the eldeft fon and fuc- 
ceffor of John was but ten years old when he 
aCcended the throne, GeofFry De Maurifco, g 

a. celebrated lawyer of Munfter, who, for 
fcMiie time paft, had conduiSted the government of 
Ireland, was continued deputy. In the firft year of 
this reign, the Irifli barons tranfmitted to England 
a lift of grievances, particularly of encroachments 
on their rights which they had fuffefcd in the late 
reigii. They fupplicated Henry to take them, of his 

royal 
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royal grace, umter his protedion and to fecutie tlieiir 
privileges. You have feen that the' Englifti, from 
averfion to John, had transferred their crowti to 
Lewis of France. As an inducement to hife barons 
to difennul thisr veiry exti^aordinary traiifadtton and 
to recommend himfelf to their favour, Henty, by 
advice of his miniftcrs, ftiortly after his' acceffion, 
called a grand councit at Briftol where he ratifiied the 
great charter of liberty granted to -them by his fa- 
ther. Convinced th^t na othet anfwer to the corn- 
plaints of his Irifli fubjedts could be as fatisfeftory, 
Henry gave them a dupTicate of thisl* charter, where- 
in tteir rights, privileges and immunitiesv were 
placed upon thevety fame foundation with thbie of 
the-EnglUh, By this charter, which is ftil! extiitit in 
the. exchequer of Dublin, the civit md po^Iitical' infti- 
tutions of England as the grand principfes of k'gifla- 
tion 5 the right <)f elefting reprefentatiVes^; the pri* 
vifeges of parKiimentv an exemption' ftom the ufurp-' 
ed interference of any foreign jurifdi6tion;'thcf trya! 
by jury, a fecurity with refpcft- to life^ liberty' arid 
property, were conveyed to Iriflimen as a free and 
independant nation - for ever. - Britoffls have ever 
boafted of Magna Charta as the facred, the im- 
pregnable rampart of their Bberties ; upon the fame 
principle, we glory in it as our birth ri^t and deareft 
inheritance* The power which attempts to tranf- 
grefs this line of' free and equal/^overnment, ■ vief- • 
lates the di(itates ofteafon, and^inftflts^ the great law" 
of )uHice written upon the heart by^the' finger of* 
Gbd; • ■ 

Ii? was on the fourth of November that the'abbvte' 
grsuil of Magna' Chair ta was tranfmitted to Ii^IainA 
Hfefiryrenewed and- ratified it by another,- the*Fe^ ' 

bruary 
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bruaiy following, in thefe words> " The. King, to 
the archbiftiops, abbots, earls, barons, knights and 
free tenants^ and to all his faithfiil fubjefts in Ireland. 
In propf. of, our approbaj^on^ of your fidelity to our 
father, which he has experienced^ tod whkh we are- 
likely to experience^ wc will, in cbnfequence of 
your diftipguiflied fidelity, that you and your heirs 
enjoy, for ever, out of our favour and as a gift to 
your iiuigdom, the liberties granted you by our fa- 
ther and ourfelves.'*^ 

In th^ fecpnd year of his reign, Henry joined with 
Maurifco, in the office of deputy, Henry De Londres, 
in whofe loyalty and .abilities he feems to have placed 
particular confidence. During the beginning of their 
adrniniftration, Irelaiid enjoyed more than ufual tran- 
quilityr. This w?is in a great meafure owing to the 
influence of Lord Pecnbjfoke, whofe power, as guar- 
dian to the ki^g, w^s extenfive, and who was parti- 
cularly coniiiedtdd with* this country by the large 
pofleflfens whi<?h he held, in , the province of Lein- 
fter, as the heir and reprefentative of EaxlStrong- 
bow. 

Upon tha death of Pembroke, in the year; twelve 
hundred ancl nineteen, Hugh De Lacy, aided by 
O'Ni^I ;of Tk Owen, made incurfions into his eftatc 
in Meath.. This brought over to Ireland William 
the young ;?3:rl, who/imraediately commenced hofti-;- 
lities with De l^acy, in vindication of his right. How 
the matter was determined is not faid, but'the.dif- 
pute> ended, after the coiitending parties had wafted 
Meatb sanii the. adjoining diftriAs. 

At this time, theXing.granted to O^Bfian, prince 
of thatl-teftitory, the' country of Thoraond to he 
held.by hito^ during.his minority, for which'he was 

to 
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to pay a fine of a thoufand marks and a hundred 
and thirty marks yearly. 

Henry had promifed jM'otedtion to his Irifli fub- 
jefts, without partiality or diftinftion. Too often 
have kings flighted their engagements, prompted by 
iritereft or ambition. To Richard De Burgo, the 
defcendant of that faftious baron who had bid defi- 
ance to the government of his father, and whofe re- 
turn to obedience had been, in a good meafiire, ow- 
ing to the conduft and valour of Cathal, he granted 
the whole of Connaught. • For his fervices, Cathal 
merited a more grateful return : By giving trp a large 
(hare of his pofleffions to John, he (hewed a dipofition 
to live upon terms of peace and amity with the Eng- 
lifti ; he was, befides, an immediate defcendant of 
Roderic, the acknowledged head and reprefentative 
of the natives, to whom the faith of Henry the Se- 
cond had been publicly pledged, in fecurity of their 
rights. Soon after this iniquitous and difhdtiourable 
violation of his property, he died. The fubjefts of 
this unfortunate prince, fupported by O'Nial of Tir- 
Owen, without paying any regard to the grant of 
Henry, placed his brother Tirlaugh on the throne 
of Connaught ; but Matirifco deprived him of the 
fovereignfy and fubftituted in his place JEdh, a fon 
of Cathal. TMs, we have reafon to fuppofe, was 
done with a, view to fow the feeds of diflention 
among the men of Connaught, that De Burgo might 
be enabled to eftabli(h his claim. But tht Engli(h 
foon found that they could place no confidence on 
JEdh; he quarrelled, with them; was defeated and 
afterwards killed in a tumult, Hubert De Burgo, 
jufticiary of Englarid, being made deputy of Ireland, 
appointed, as lys fubftitute, his'kinfman Richard De 

Burgo, 
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Burgo, who, having difplaced Tirlaugh, whom the 
pepfde of Connaught had reinftated/m the fovcreign 
authority, placed Feidlim on the throne, another 
fon of Cathal. 

Whatever confidence De Burgo might have 
placed in Feidlim, as favourable to his views, this 
prince fcorned to make conceflions inconfiflent with 
his honor and the privileges of his fubjedks. Pro- 
voked by this difappointment, the Deputy joined his 
forces to Tirlaugh and made war upon Feidlim. 
Feidlim exerted himfelf with vigour, and after feve- 
ral reverfes of fortune, found himfelf, in Ipite of all 
oppofition, feated on the throne. 
. Bit this time, Hubert De Burgo had fallen under 
the difpleafure of the king. Feidlim, refolving to 
improve the favourable opportunity of relieving 
himfelf from the power of his enemies, paffed ovei^ 
to England and laid his complaints at the foot of the 
throne. . He fuppHcated the king to take him under 
his proteftion. Henry liftened with favour to fo 
juft an application; wrote to Maurice Fitzgerald, at 
that time deputy, " to pluck out by the root that 
fruitlefs plant John De Burgo, which Hugh De Burgo 
had planted in thofe parts, that it might bud no 
more." In the adls of injuftice done to the prince of 
Connaught, John De Burgo had been particularly in- 
ftmmental. Orders were given by the king, and 
executed, that Feidlim ftiould remain undifturbed in 
the poffeffion of his territories. 

During the adminiftration of Richard De Burgo, 
Henry tranfmitted to him an order by which he was 
commanded, at a certain day and place, to fummon 
the archbijfhops, bifliops, abbots, priors, earls, .ba- 
rons, knights, freeholders and IherifFs, and in their 

preience, 
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prefende, to caufe to be tead publicly the charter of 
his father John^ to which 'the feal pendant was an- 
aexed) and thiat in obedience to it they (hotild fwear 
that the laws and cuftoms of England 'ftiouW be ob- 
ferved in Ireland, and that in bfehalf of A4 Wng, he 
ihould command the kt^s a^d cu9[loms contat^ted in 
iaid charter to be -fimUlyh^d and obfervey tn ffiefe- 
veral counties of Ireland, Of which, ijAitec proclania-- 
tidn, in each of them, tefpeftively, Ihould bt ftiac5e, 
thdt h€*ie fliouH prefuiflfe 'to difobey his Majefty*s 
ccOTimand. This was' a new, ft public and ^^ rofemn 
tiatificattoh of dnr pHviteges as- freemen afrd parta- 
kers of the benefit of the fingllfh ddhftitiitioh, which,, 
fike the jirecdding grants, was todxtend'nbt brrly^to 
the-^Eriglifti of the pale, -but to thofe of tlte^nat?vT^s, 
who, at arty future period; '(hoUid be teceiv^d on 
ihe fatne footing as fubjefts^ of the Ring 6f Britain. 
Ffofii the mdmfcnt that iah -Ififlihiah rcnounc^tt his 
anfcient form of policy, cdnterited to hold his land 
as an Engliih tenure, and was admitted4o be go 
verried byEnglifh law, he wtfs entitled, in their 'flil- 
left extent, to all the UbertieS derived frob tlleBri- 
tifh cOnftitutioni 

- ^' -••••' ' ■• ' t^reW^ll. 

LETT B R :^Virt[. 

HENRY, was not tsm^t Wfddrft by the de- 
cent example of the misfortdneis H^rtiicTi wfere 
the confequefRce'of his feither.*s folly. Of pirdfligWte 
morals, and profirfely extravagant, he was felways 
needy. Not fupplied with tndney, as he defft^ed, 
by his barons, on whom his demands \l^tfre biidleft, 
he invaded their privileges without iny rdgird to' 

Magna 
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M^pa Ch^ta. Of thofe who expreffcd them- 
felves diffatisfied with Ws extortions, young Rich- 
ard, fon of the Earl of. Pembroke, late Protcdor of 
England, was particularly diftinguilhcd. For this, 
the Jdr^ marked him out as an object of his high 
difpjeafiurc. To avoid the confequence of Henry's 
refentment, Richard, wi A a number of his friends, 
fled to Wales, and from thence to Ireland, where, 
in. right of his father, he poffeffed lands, to a very 
confiderable- extent, Defcended from Earl Strong- 
bow, and, by his. mother, from an Irifti chieftain, he 
had, independent of his property in this kingdom, 
extenfive influencev 

Before he reached Ireland, Fitzgerald, the de- 
puty, the De Lacys, Richard De Burgo, Maurifco, 
with other barons, had received orders from Henry 
to fccure Pembroke, on, Ws arrival in this kingdom. 
To engage them the more effectually to this fervice, 
thejaacjs of the Earl Marlhal, in Ireland, declared 
to be forfeited by his mifcondud, was granted to 
them, and tp their heprs for ever. The temptation 
had,/ on the minds of thefe ui^enerous barons, it's 
full cfftiSt. They determined to execute the king's 
command* But, as Pembroke was powerful, trea- 
chery wgs neccflary^ which they did not fcruple to 
cm|i>y: for accompUfliing their infamous defign. 
:»^^pRiS!C.o aflumed the appearance of friendfliip 
fpr.lRJc^d ? encouraged him not only to affert his 
ow|i pe^fpnal rights bjut to reduce the whole king- 
dpiiji. JTbe unfortunate earl fell into the fnare. 
^pfl^he had recovered his own poffeffions, he toqk 
Limieiick and extended his inciirfions. As he was 
now. two. great a. criminal to hope for pardon,, hi? 
cneiiucjS; threw off!, the malk; told him they could no 
/ longer 



i 



iSo THE HISTORY 

longer be fpedators of his rebellion ; to reduce hirn 
to obedience by fbrce was novr become their indi(^ 
penfible duty. But, fay they, Wei wilh t6 avoid the 
effufion of blood, and are willing to compromife the 
matter by a treaty; Having no fufpicion of their 
intention, he complied and met them, for this pur- 
pofe, on the plains of Kildafe. The barons pro- 
pofed a truce, with which Pembroke would nbt coni- 
ply. The fword, they then declared^ niuftuntnc- 
diately decide the (quarrel. At the" moment tsf bnfet^ 
Maurifco, who till now had continued his feigned 
attachment to the Earl, drew dff his followers* and 
left Pembroke tooppofe a hundred and fifty mert^ 
with no more than fifteen followers; Havirig takea 
an afFc<5tionate farewell of a tender brother whom 
he had in his train and difmiflcd liim, he fupported 
the charge of his aflaiknts With heroic valoiin THey 
were vile aflaflins. One of them plunged a dagger 
into his back. The wound proved mortal of which 
he died a little after. 

WHfeN this tranfaAion Was known in England^ 
the people, with whom Pembroke was a favourite, 
:^nd the difcon tented lords who donfidered him as one 
of the moft aiftiVe and moft powerful defenders of 
the common caufe, were exceedingly provoked. 
The King, dreading the effedl of the general indigna- 
tion excited in England upon account of it, andlhe 
refentment of the Irifh, efpecially of Lemfter, who 
were ready to break out into open hoftilities, piit oti 
the cloak of hypocrify; pretended to be deeply af- 
feded by the death of Pembroke, denied that he had 
given the fanilion of his authority to this aft of the 
Deputy and his accomplices, and veiled Gilbert, the 
brother of the deceafed Earl, with the honor of 

knighthood, 
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knighthood, and with all the rights and pofleffions of 
the family. . - - 

Gilbert being in favour with the King, Fitzge- 
rald, who ha4 been very inilrumentai in procuring 
the death of his brother, dreading his refentment, 
went over to England, and pacified him by arts of 
the vileft infmdcrity. 

We have feen the Infamous behaviour of De 
Burgo, with refpeft to Earl Pembroke, To this, in 
. concurrence with the deputy, he added another at- 
tack upo^ Feidlim. He feized part of his territo- 
ries. Before Fitzgerald left England, the Prince of 
Connaught appeared in dje jyefence of Heni-y and 
complained of the injury. He confined his accufar- 
tion to De Burgo, either gained by the addrefs or 
afraid of the power of the deputy. The king com* 
manded Fitzgerald and the nobility of Ireland to ba- 
nifli De Burgo and to ufe . their endeavours to rein- 
ftate Feidlim rn the poffeflipn of his rights. He felt 
this a<St of juftice with gratitude. Shortly after, 
the King, being engaged in hollilities with the Welfti, 
fummoncd his liege fubjedls of Ireland to his aid. 
None of them obeyed, except Feidlim. Had Fitzge- 
rald given Henry efFedtual affiftance, he might have 
prevented (he mortification and diftrefs in which he 
was involved, in that unfortunate expedition. But 
.he negleiled his duty, on vfhich account, the King re- 
jnoved him from the government of Ireland and ful> 
ftituted in his place Sir John,^ the brother of GeofFry 
JMaurifco. 

Adieu. 
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LETTER XLIX; 

VARlOtJS difttaittoftss at Ihift pfeHod, difttttted 
*he pe*c?e cf IrdaSid* The feudal baitwis were 
ttioft iffipatient of coiitrol, ever imwilling tto be di- 
re&ed in their conduft by^the regtiinir principles of 
gcvertimeht. To teftrain them -and all the King's 
immfediatte fubjeftsin this'Cduritryfirom irregularities 
deftmjaive bf the puWtc tranquility, three different 
times, during llhe pre'fent reign, a grant of the En- 
glifli laws and conftrtutioh was traiifinitted to Ireland. 
The followmlg writ whicSi Hfenry now fent over to 
this kingdom, may be confidered as his fourth grant 
to tis of the l?berties df England. ^*^ Becaufe for the 
"common benefit ofiht land of Ireland and the unity 
olf the tong-s territories, tlie ICing, by the advice df 
Ills coiincelllors, Wth ^provided that all the laws and 
cuftoms of the kingddm df England, may be pof- 
feffed by the kingdom ctf Ireland and that it might 
hold and be governed by the fame laws as King 
John, wlien ^im. in Ireland, commanded ; becaufe it 
is the pkafure of tl^e King that the common laws of 
England may be cwrent in Ireland, in like manner, 
under th6 authority df the King*s new feal, it is 
Commanded to the ardhbiftiops, biftiops, abbots, 
priors, 'earls, barons, &c. that for the peace and tran- 
quility of the faid land, they may permit them- 
felves to be governed by the faid laws and that they 
may be obfervCd throughout the land.*' This char- 
ter is to be found among the patent rolls in the tow- 
er. To what a wretched ftate of weaknefs muft the 
government of Ireland have been reduced, at this 
p^lriod, when it was neceflary that it's legiflators 

fliould 
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fhould be rtquefted by the King to permit them- 
felvcs to be amenable to law f The weaknefs of the 
fovereign and the turbulence of the Irifli grandees 
are here equally confpicuous. 

Ik the year twelve hundred and fifty three, Hen- 
ry having projefted a marriage betwixt his fon 
Prince Edward and the Infanta of Spain, he made a 
grant of this kingdom, with certain exceptions, to 
him and to his heirs for ever. Provifion however 
was made^ in this conveyance, that Ireland fliould 
always be conneAed with and dependant on the En- 
glifh crown. The various departments of goverii- 
ment, here, were now conduced In the name of 
Edward and fubjedt to his immediate authority. It 
appears that Henry was jealous left his fon Ihould 
withdraw this kingdom from it*s allegiance to him as 
fupreme liege lord. To prevent which, he frequent- 
iy interfered in his adminiftration. He would not 
permit him to name fuch deputies as were m*bft 
agreeable to him ; he fuperfedcd his writs and con- 
trouled Km in other afts of government which had 
not the fandion of hi$ own letters patent. 

Had Edward come over to Ireland, as was onc^ 
defigned, happy, in all probability, would it have 
been for the intereft of this nation, but the diftrac- 
tions in England, occafioned by his father^s impolitic 
adminiftration, and afterwards, an entbufiaftic defire 
of difplaying his courage and zeal for the church, in 
the Holy Land, prevejited the execution of this 
fchcme. 

In twelve hundred and fifty four, Henry being 
engaged in a war upon the continent in defence of 
his territories in France and prefled for the want of 
afliftance^, his queen, as appears upon record, tranf- 

N z mitted 
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mitted to Ireland, the following requifition. " To 
the archbiftipps, bifliops, abbots, priors, earls, barons, 
burgefles, freemen- Intreating from them affiftancc 
of men and money againft the King of Caltile who 
has invaded Gafcony, the compliance with which will 
turn to their immortal honor." This, as Mr. Moly- 
neaux obferves, is one convincing proof of the anti- 
quity of our parliament, and ^Ifo fhews that neither 
men nor money could be raifed in Ireland without 
it's fonfent. 

Miserable was the ftatc of Ireland at this pe- 
riod. M*Arthy rofe in arms to expel the Englifh 
from. Defmond which he claimed as his ancient patri- 
mony- The Geraldines, who now adted indepen- 
dent of all government, engaged him in battle. The 
^vent was fatal to them, Thomas Fitzgerald and his 
fon, eighteen barons, fifteen knights, and many 
other of their^ adherents periflied upon this occafioit* 
Walter De Burgo next attacked M^Arthy, flew him 
and ravaged liis country. The general confufion 
was likewife encreafed by a quarrel which broke out 
between the De Burgos and the family of Fitzgerald. 
JMaurice Fitzgerald and two of his partisans were fo 
violent in this difpute as to feize the perfons of Rich- 
ard De Capella Lord Juftice, Richard De Burgo^ 
together with Butler, Cogan and others, and caft 
them into prifon. A parliament which met fome 
time after at Kilkenny fet them at liberty. 

In England, the barons, for the fame reafons 
which had provoked their difpleafure againft John, 
were enemies to the government of Henry. The 
clergy were of the fame fentiments, and the people, 
now, raifed to greater confequence in the political 
fcale, ftood forth alfo in oppofition to his tyranny. 

This 



OF IRELAND. 16^5 

This country, on which, as well as on England, he 
laid a heavy hand, felt moft fenfibly his extortions. 
Ireland was Hkewife diftreffed from another quarter. 
By authority from the Pope, a number of hungry Ita- 
lian eccrefiaftics poured into it, to prey upon the in- 
duftry of it*s inhabitants. The clergy from England 
imitated their example. Againft the latter, in par- 
ticular, the refentment of the Irifh clergy was excited, 
to a high degree. Refolving to free themfelves from 
this unreafonable burden, they publiftied a fpiri ted 
ordinance, in exclufion of every Englifh ecclefiaftic 
from holding a canonicate in any of their churches. 
It appears however that our own clergy who were 
thus diflatisfied with this encroachment on their own 
privileges, afpired to a domination over the rights of 
the laity which fliews that they pofleffed a large por- 
tion of the fpirit of the times* 

In twelve hundred and fixty eight. Sir Robert 
De Uflfbrd was appointed lord xieputy, who was not 
more fortunate, in the government of this country, 
than his immediate predeceflbrsv During his admi-» 
niftration, the Irifh made an ettack upon the caftle 
of Rpfcommon which they reduced. Upon this, the 
Englilh took the field and came tq an engagement 
with the enemy, at Glenburry. The particulars of 
this memorable battle are iiot upon record; we only 
know that the Englilh were. entirely defeated, a 
great number of their men being killed aiid taker; 
prifoners. ' 

Worn out by the infirmities of age and by a va-.. 
riety of adverfe occurrences which purfued him 
through a great part of his life, Henry died^ the fix- 
teenth of November, in. the year twelve hundred and 
feventy two. His reign was prolonged to the very 
N 3 uncommon 
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unComm<:)n period of fifty fix years. The Ghara<£ker 
of this prince was diftinguilhed by mcannefs, caprice, 
a violence of temper afid an attachment to favourites, 
whi^h altogether unqualified him for the duties of 
government. Inftead of recommending himfelf to 
the confidence of his people, he facrificed their good 
opinion, for the fake of prfefent convenience, to paf- 
fions which le^d him to encroach upon their rights. 
Wc are told that he was religious ; it (hould rather 
be faid that he was devoted to fuperftitign. Hence, 
he fufFesred his fubjefts to be expofed, in a ftiameful 
manner, to the amotion, the avarice and rapacity 
of the Roman pontiff. 

Farewell. 

LETTER L. 

PRINCE Edward having returned from Palef- 
tine aninently diftirtguifhed by the gtory of 
military atchietmenta, was crowned King of Eng- 
land, upon the death of his father Henry* 

In Ireland, the barons, knights arid other vaflals, 
took the ufual oaths i>( allegiaftce. This affeded 
fubmifiion was iiqmedtately followed by adbs of hos- 
tility agaififl his goVernnDexit. Fitzmaurice, the go^r 
vernor, having attempterf to fupprefs fome of thefe 
infulTei9tic!yns in Leinfter, was made prifoner. iGlenr 
J vilie, his fijcceffor, waa cqut^lly uiifortu^ 

nate, for being called intp thp fields oft a 
fimilar ofcdafion, hfe was dcfeajfed. 

The North Britons, taking ad vantage if thefe 
difdrders, made a fiiidden iheurfion i»to tibri^J king* 
dom, deifa-oycd. fewral to^ms and viUagw apd car^ 
rtcd off very confiderabfe pluodcr^ Irritated by thk 

unprovoked 
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unprovoked violence^ ^^ichaird tte Burgo.ani Sir Eu- 
llace Le Poer, with their adherfjr\t«» mvadcd the 
Iflands of ScotUiid iaod i^taliaited vkpqa tht aggref- 
£oxs. 

Thqm A s Le Clare, Soq gf tfee E^I rf Gkwceflcr^ 
in the yeair twelve hundred apcj ftventy four^ rqceiv-i 
cd from Edward a fffai«.iQ TbOTapjid of confidcmblq 
extent. To. racreafe his infly^ftq^ or gratify a needy 
favourift?, \t wep ^(wl with tl^ King of England, to 
make granm pf l^nd in Irtjia®d> without confidcring 
whether fueh *6^^ cwld b? reconeilod to folemn 
txe%tm etitfeffd into w&h tte natireji whether tWs 
iiras not dffp^g of pefleifiQns which he cpuld not 
transfer fr-om the i^ktd prejatetors, without daing 
violence tQthe di^ate^both of jufticeand humanity. 
Would «nen, not uttej^ly dflftiti*^ of aB fpirit and of 
every r^^fd to their ©Wn iintereft futenit quietly to 
iuch encrbaehiftew^ ? H^Mr eould an Engllfh mo^ 
nareh complwi of tte? ftirbutence ofth^ fcilh when 
he thus wantonly prov^feed them to rife Up in rebels 
lion ^if^ his^ governnupat ? 

When t-Q Cl^e atten^e<J to.take poflbflion of 
las grant,, he met with the Woft determined opjxifir- 
tion from fhtO'Bria&Sj in the firft eonffift, O^Briaa 
Roc, at this time Kisg pfThommdi w$b taken and 
ewxrUted,. but he had fm^ who vindicated his caufe. 
By a ftratagisnfty Acy drew Le Clare,, with hie father* 
in-law Mawafice asd tHeiin fbrces into a pafefurround- 
ed by moiuitajim,. epAsqpidtted ihem to m^kefatisfaq^ 
ticKQ for tW disath of thmr fatbei^, to give hoftages 
for their good b^haivioiir M9i fut^rfe and to xefmqtiilh 
all ptetchfioTO to the tejrfitory of Tl^roiOnd. 

NoTw^'iTiwtMrnnf!*! the natural att^hmjmt of 
tht^ Irifti, to tl^ ojtrn bm^ iimioi th^ chkftaios^ 

in 
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m the prc^ediiig reign, Tiaraffed by ppf^rcflioii, harf 
applied to Henry to take them toder'the profectiort 
ef the Englifll Istvr ; he iinfoiy complied wHh their 
defire. So long as the greateft part of the natioit 
was- governed by it^ift cwn dlftinflt ^^itFciar inftitu- 
tions, the authority of th6 fovereigri wai Ibfeitcd irr 
proportion, and the cauJTes of dilTdntion muMplied. 
To encourage the Irifli to fubmit to the Britiife go^ 
Yermnent ifiuft always have been a favourite objeft 
ifrith*the cro'wn. Bui it Wjte nota favotirite objedt* 
with the principal adv^lurers. A liege' fubje'tt of 
the King, upon the pfitfciplei^ of the Britilh confti- 
tution, poflefled* a feeui^lty agaiuft :€ti€ vibla\i<J)n of 
his rights, which a nariv^e^ hot rec^ivfed: to 4hat pri- 
vilege, did ndtenj^y. JJeavi^ held by' a hative as" 
an Englifh tenure could not be gramedfo-aiiother^ 
and if Jidwas treafed illy being conilprilterided with- 
in the limits of the 1^ it'^provided fbrhim a re-' 
drefs of mjury. Hett^t^ Ae barons, who wiflied ta 
indulge wjthout reftrairit • and without pimifbment,. 
their rapacious difpofitibftSy at the expence of the 
Irilb, bppofed their bieing adniirted to fhii? advan- 
tage. Of this, the jirefent fteridd exhibits a ftriking- 
inftaiice.-* A body of MiSves^ fcourged by oppref-. 
fion, appBed to Edward to grant them the privilege 
of bcmg.gbvemed by the laws of ErigfeiiA: They 
entreated Wrbeameflty-t<^ comply with'tbar requcft. 
I g^ /IThey did ittdrr. '" iThfey offered him fix thou- 
*.'.fand m^ks ifihew<5ii.ld gratify their defire. 
Upori which; th^ Xitig concaiianded-Rdhert De Uf- 
ford^' at-thife time deputy idf 'feeland, ta take council 
with the i)rektcs, barons' ahd comtndrts, relative ta- 
this matter,' exptefli^, at the fan^etime^ Jiis defire 
Wid. that* -of' the Eftglifl\ jfiotincil, that ithdyvlhould. 

gratify 
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gratify the Irifli. But, for the rcafons mentioned 
above, no fteps were taken tcwards the accomplifli- 
ment of their wifhes. Some fntie after, they renew- 
ed their application, but were equally unfuccefsfuf/ 
ThA misfortune of De Clare, in his difpute with 
the O'Brians, had not taught him a regard to juftice. 
He once more intermedled in the afikirs of Tho- 
moftd. Two chieftains, that he might profit by the 
competition, were inffigated by him to commence 
hojftilities. But the magnanimity of their Prince 
M'Arthy difappointed his expedation. He addreffed 
them with the warmth of patriotifm ; pointed out. 
how pernicious fuch contentions were to their inte- 
reft and the advantages derived from them to the 
commbi* enemy. His arguments preyailed. They 
laid afide their animofities and were reconciled. Had 
the example of M^Arthy been imitated and had the 
fame difpofition influenced the princes and the chief- 
tains of Ireland, what difgrace and what efFufion of 
blood would it have faved to Aisr unhappy kingdom ? 
The difpute which Mac Dermod of May Lurg had, 
at this time, with the King of Connatighf, terminat- 
ed in a manner very different from that mentioned 
above. They came to an engagement, in which the 
King of Connaught was flain and two thoufand men* 
Upon hearing this, De UfFord was fummoned, by 
the King, to inform him why he permitted fuch quar- 
rels to happen under his adminiftration .? The De-^ 
puty replied, *' That he thoiight it expedient to 
fuflfer one kftavc to deftroy another to fave expence 
to the King and fo purchafe the peace of the land." 
Edward pleafed with this anfwer, bad him, with a 
fmile,' to return to Ireland. The minifter who ex* 
pfeffed himfelf in this manner and the prince who 

could 
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CQuid hear fuch language with approbation, muft; 
have been fent by Heaven^ in lt*s, wrath, as a fcourgc. 
to the nation, who had the misfortune to be un^r 
their government. 

Adictt^ 

• LETTER LL 

FOR a century paft^ it had been ufuaf with the 
kings of England, when they wanted money, 
from their fubje^ to a(k it for the pretended pur- 
pofe of making an expedition to the Holy Land.- 
This fervice they knew was always agreeable to 
the people and particularly to the cler^- Witli* 
this pretence, Edward now applied to the Pope t^ 
aiTift hin^ in obtaining a fupply from the clergy o( 
this country. His Holinefs, with iris ufual pious li-* 
beratity, granted him a tenth of their revenue?* 
The King, not fati^ed with tWs exorbitant irappfi- 
tion, added to it the demand of a fifteenth. The 
condu£l of the clergy did theni honor upon this ocr 
cafipru They abfolutely r€lufe4 tp' fubmit to th^. 
Ihameful extortion. 

His Majefty being probably informed, th^^ his- 
fervants in this kingdom were acdiftomed.tio pmr- 
chafe large cftates, which he thought had a tendency 
to render them too powerful, tranfmitted an ordi- 
i^ance, by which he prohibited the Jiiffice of Irelnnd,- 
or a^y other of his (^fiqetjs here,, to piircbiafe lands, in, 
this country, without his Iicenc;e, ^on. p»in of for*- 
feiture. This ill^g^l orcter was iffuiecj by the aut^o^ 
rity of the Kipg, a-jad council, rtot by that of the 
Englifli parliament, for h^ held no pair lament ia the: 
fewnteenth yeax of lis reign, wli^h i$ the datt of: 

the 



OF IRELAND. 171 

the ordinance. It was at a later period that the 
parliament of England affumed a power of -making 
laws to bind us. 

Nothing was more commcm than for the Depu- 
ties of Ireland to abufc their trult The prefent 
year, twelve hundred and ninety, his Majefty ap- 
pointed Lord Juftrce of this kingdom William De 
Vefey, who was married to an heirefe of the family 
of Pembroke, and, in het right, poffefled the county 
<rf Kildare with other diftridte. A quarrel arofe be- 
twixt him and John Fitzth^mas Fitzgerald, baron of 
Offkly. They accufed each other of high treafon, 
and carried on the difpute, for fome time, with great 
bittcmefe. De Vefey charged his opponent with be- 
ing fa^ious, mwe difpofed to employ his power in 
creating dii&ntions amcMig his fellow fubjedts, than 
to preferve the public tranquility. Fitzgerald, with 
ftrong expreffions of refentment and contempt, re- 
torted the accufation upon the Lord Juftiee. They 
haftened to England, made their complaints of each 
other to Henry, and were permitted, upon a certain 
day, to plead their caufe before the King and coun- 
cil. The fpeeches which they are faid to have made 
upon the occafion, and which are preferved upon 
regord, prefent a ftrrking picture c^ the rough un- 
poliihed nmnners of the times. 

Against the accufation of De Vefey^ who fpoke 
firft, Fitzgerald defended himfelf at confiderable 
length. He concluded his fpeech with this deft- 
. ance : " To juftify that I am a true fubjed, and 
that thou, Vefey, art an arch traitor^ to God and my 
king^ here, in the prefence of his^ Highnefs, and in 
the hearing of this honpurable aflembly, I challenge 
the combat/^ Vefey accepted the challdige, and 

the 
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the day was fixed when this important tryal was fa 
be determined. It arrived. The lifts were ready^ 
and a crowd of fpeftators waited, in anxious expefta- 
tion of the event. But Vefey did not appear ; he 
had withdrawn privately to France. This was con- 
fidered as an acknowledgment of his guilt. His lands 
were forfeited to the crown, which the king trans- 
ferred to Fitzgerald, and fettled them upon him and 
his heirs for ever. An inftance happened of a dif- 
pute being determined m England, by this method 
of fmgle combat, even fo late as the feventeenth 
century. The (liccefs of Fitzgerald in this difpute 
rendered him more reftlefs and turbulent. He at- 
tacked Burgo Earl of Ulfter, and having vanquifticd 
him and his brother, he caft them into prifbn where 
they lay until they were fet at liberty by a parlia- 
ment which met, fome time after,- at Kilkenny. 
This parfiament, regularly convened by writs liTued 
to the barons, clergy, and alfo for two knights from 
each county, was fummoned with a view to put a 
flop, if poffible, to thofe feuds, which fo much di- 
jftrafted this unhappy kingdom. ' 

The ordinances of this aflembly deferve to be 
particularly mentioned. As a matter of much con- 
fequence to the regular adminiftration of juftice, 
and^ which does not appear before this to have come 
under the cognizance of parKament, it was deter- 
mined that each county (hould be a feparate diftrift, 
and provided with a fherifF to take care of it's civil 
concerns. With refpeft to thofe who had fettle- 
inepts on the limits of the pale, they were eiljoined 
to be more particularly attentive to their duty, to 
prevent tliofe hoftile invafions fo deftruftive to the 
public welfare- A law was framed relative to the 

cftabliftiment 
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eftablifliment of a general militia and to the means 
neceflary for it's regular fupport. A particular law 
was alfo enaded for uniting in intereft the Englifli 
of the pale and to engage them to give each other 
mutual afliftance, when their fcttlements were at- 
tacked- 

It was ufual for the barons to retain a number of 
diforderly dependants, who, being, on every occafion, 
the ready inftruments of gratifying their ambition, 
their revenge, or their ;avarice, greatly contributed 
to difturb the public peace; likewife, by encreaf- 
ing their expence, they rendered them more needy, 
and, of courfe, more rapacious. It was therefore 
eiia(fted, by this parliament, that the number of 
thefe followers fhould be diminiflied, and that no ba- 
ron fliould make war, except liberty for that purpofe 
was obtained either from the King or chief go vernor. 

NoTHiNG could be more, reproachful to the Eng- 
lifh and deftruclive to the ftate, than to violate the 
Jftipulations which they entered into with the Irifli. 
Thefe fliould have been made upon fair and honour 
rable terms, and when concluded, held facred. A 
Jaw was enadied for this purpofe. 

To prevent the Englilh from conforming to the 
drefs of the natives and from cutting their hair after 
their manner, was the objeft of another law. 

It was thought to be of ufe that* two barons, in 
the abfence of the Lord Deputy, fliould, in thefe di- 
ftridts where the natives had fettiements^ be veiled 
with authority to treat with them of all matters in 
which the public tranquility was concerned. An aft 
relative to this was the laft of the prefent parliament. 
Thefe ads had not the defired efFedt. If there bq 
not a certain fimilarity betwix^ the manners of a 

people 



174 THE HISTORY 

peopk and the laws, they can have but little infill- 

cnce on their condudt. 

Notwithstanding the pains taken at this 
time, by the legiflature, to prevent civif comttio- 
tions, the O'Connors, Mac Arthys and a number of 
other chieftains, were, (hortly after, up in arms. To 
defend Leinftcr from their attacks, the Englifli 
, found it neceflary to colleft theif forces to that 
quarter, from the other provinces. The King of 
England was at this time engaged in a war with 
Scotland, in which he had called over to his aid John 
Fitzthomas, the Earl of Ulfter, and a number of their 
followers. The natives were always difpofed, as 
might naturally be expefted, to embrace fuch op- 
portunities of attempting the recovery of their rights. 
Whilft the affairs of ^his kingdom were embroiled 
by the evils of inteftinc diffention, King Edward 
died. He lived fixty nine years, thirty five of which 
fae had fat upon the Englifli throne. 

The conduit of this prince was favourable to the 
profperity and to the liberties of England : As to this 
country, for the welfare of which he took no effec* 
tual meafures, it continued, as we have feen,^ pretty 
much in the fame fituation* 

Adieu. 

L*E T T E R Lir. 

EDWARD the Second, fon of the deceafed 
King, was the heir of his crown, but inherited 
none of his refpeftable qualities. England, during 
his reign, lofl the confequence to which it was raifed 
by the politic and fpirited' government of his father. 
This prince was not to be taught wifdom by ex- 
ample 
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ample tior improved by advice. It was one 'of the 
laft inftruftions of his father that he fliould never 
admit to his couitfeis Gavefton, an tmworthy favou- 
rite, to whom he had been attached- As a proof 
how much he refpeAed this advice, (barely liad life 
tieparted from Edward, when he recalled Gavefton 
from baniflmient, and diftinguifhed Hm by particu- 
lar marks of Ins confidence and affedion. But he 
became fo obnoxious to the ndWlity that he was 
obliged to go, a fecohd time, into banifliment- To 
make his exile as honourable as polflble, Edward 
fent him to Itdand as fucceflbr to Sir John Wogan 
who had acquitted himfetf, in the office of -Deputy, 
^th confiderable reputation. In this ftation, the 
vigour df his military atchievments, rendered Ga- 
vefton rcfpedable. Gf a graceful exterior and dif- 
tinguifhed by courtly manners, liberality and coii- 
rage, the foldiers fought under his banner with 
chearfiilnefs and fpirit But the barons entertained 
Very different fcntiments. Accuftomed to treat 
their chief governors with lic'tle deference, the felf 
importance i^id the haughty demeanor which he af- 
fume4 towards them and maintained, excited their 
avcrfion. Had not Gavefton been foon recalled, the 
tnutual jealoufy which fubfifted betwixt him and De 
^urgo, Earl of UJfter, would probably have broken 
out into open hoftilities. 

' Of all the barons, l)e Burgo -cOuld leaft bear the 
idea of a competitor. About this time however he 
met wifii a mortifying ftroke. To eftablifh a claim 
in the territory df Thomond, he marched there witb 
an army. Richard De Glare, at the head of the Ge- 
taldines, met him in the field, defeated and took 
him pri&ner; Yhe-difpute bowever terminated by 
♦ ' tbe 
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the jTwn iage of two of his daughters ,with Maurice 
and Thomas Fitzjohn, - 

Upon the removal of Gav^fton, Sir. John Wogan 
was reinftated in the office of deputy. In February, 
thirteen hundred and nine, a parliament was held at 
Kilkenny^ in which a variety of laws were enafted, 
for compofmg the difcords of the kingdom and im- 
proving it's conftitution. Of this parliament Prynne 
takes particular notice. The beginning of the fol- 
lowing year, another parliament was held at Kildare. 
This year, a' matter happened- which would be alto- 
gether unworthy of notice, were it not a ftriking in- 
Itance of the fuperftitiqn of the times. 

Richard De Havering had bcea appointed by 
the Pope Archbilhop of Dublin j but, as his title was 
difputed, he had not been confecrated. An unfavoura- 
ble dream relating to the matter, was confidered by 
him as fo decifive a proof of the illegality of his title 
that he relinquiftied his dignity- 

Our attention is now called to more interelling 
occurrences. Edward, animated by the fame ambi- 
tious views^ with refpe<!:l to that nation, for which 
his father was remarkable, led a powerful army into 
North Britain. Wallace, the g)allant hero, whofc 
name, to this day, is remembered by his country- 
men with honor, and with diftinguilhed gratitude^ 
had loft his life fighting in deifencc of their liberties. 
Robert Bruce, fon of that Robert who had been 
competitor fqr the Scotch throne, aniniated by the 
fame fpirit, and zealous in fupport of the rights of 
his family, flood forth upon this occafion, and gave 
the forces of Edward a fignai overthrow at Ban- 
^lockl^^urn. The fplendor of hi^.fuccefs made fo 
deep an impreflion on the Scotch, that they placed 

him 
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him on the throne. Edward, his brother, who had 
Ihared with him in his dangers and in his vidlory, 
thought himfelf entitled to an equal recompence for 
his fcrvices. Robert would not divide with his bro- 
ther the honours of the crown which he defired. 
However, to gratify his ambition, he confented that 
he fhould be acknowledged his fucceffor. But, as 
Edward was of an adive and enterprifmg difpofition, 
it was expedient to employ him in fuch a manner as 
would divert his attention from any fcheme deftruc- 
tive of the public peace. A favourable opportunity 
was prefented from Ireland. Deep was the impref- 
fion of refentment made upon the minds of the Irifh 
by the fatal ftrokc direfted by the Englifti againft 
the independence of their country. A confiderable 
number of them had been expelled from their pof- 
feflions ; the reft would not be admitted to the be- 
nefit of Englifh law. A fet of needy and rapacious 
adventurers paffing over from Britain, in a conftant 
fucceffion, made no fcruple of enriching themfelves 
by the moft unjuftifiable methods. There was not 
a native who could be fecure from their rapacity. 
Diftrefled by this galling yoke, they ardently wiftied 
to be emancipated. A profpedt now opened which 
feemed to flatter their defires. Edward had met 
with a fignal defeat ; there was no vigour in his ad- 
miniftration ; his Englifh fubjefts were difafFefted to 
his government. It was very natural to fuppofe 
that the brave people who had vanquilhed the tyrant 
and who were in a fituation very fimilar to their 
own, would be willing to take them under their pro- 
tection. Imprefled by thefe fcntiments, a number 
of chieftains in the North, threv/ themfelves for aid 
upon the King of Scotland, whofe dominions were 
• Vol. I. O contiguous 
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contiguous and with whofe fubjedts they were con- 
ncded by the ties of conlanguimty. Robert Bruce 
laid the matter before his brother Edward and point- 
ed out Ireland to him as an objedt worthy of his am- 
bition. Edward engaged immediately in the bufi- 
nefs. But he was precipitate. Neither he nor the 
Iri(h were fufficiently prepared for fo arduous an 
enterprife. The firft attempt mifcarried. This mif- 
fortune however, did not intimidate Bruce. Deter* 
mined to profecute the dcfign, at the head of fix 
thoufand men, he landed in the North of Ireland 
on the fifth of May in the year tWrteen hundred 
and fifteen. His army was joined by confiderable 
numbers of the Irifli whofe leaders ratified with 
Bruce the neceffary articles of ftipulation. The atSt 
was voluntary, they were therefore to fight as free- 
men. De Courcey and his defcendants had violated 
the rights of the natives ; they had flaughtered them 
without mercy, robbed them of their property and 
driven them from their habitations. Thofe who had 
fet fuch an example of injuftice and cruelty could not 
complain when they themfelves were treated in the 
fame manner. On the prefent occafion, the Englifli 
fettlers of Ulfter, felt the refentment of thofe whom 
they had thus wantonly oppreffed in it*s moft awful 
confcquences. They were driven from their ufurp- 
ed acquifitions by the Irilh, who fprcad, wherever 
they came, havoc and devaftation. In a ftate of 
fociety fo uncivilized, revenge is a ruling paffion. 

Adieu, 
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ROUSED by the danger \viiich threatened his 
poffeffions with dcftruaion, tiie Earl of Ulftei- 
armed his follovlrers, and^- joined By the prOTincial 
troqDS of Feidiihv CConntrr Prince ^f Cdhriaught, 
marched fotth w oppofe the >ene*ny. The two' ar- 
niies met ahd engaged fie^t Coldtaihe. Bfucfe vrah 
vi^orioas, aftfeip which, he reduced Garrickfergtis; 
Aniniiated by Ihis fbccefs, h6 ftidVed fof wards' ihto 
the eoutitry, e'ldpelled the EJiglilb fetflers and carried 
his arm6 beydrid tht5 ptbvincie of Ulftdr. Roger 
Mortimer, at the head of a body of forces, advan- 
ced to flop his progtefr, but he wats not rtiorfe fbrtu- 
nate thaii De Burgo. Having corhe lip with thcf 
Scotch arkllrifli at KenlisirilVfeafh his troops were 
defeated. Vidkbry crooned the atnis of Brude S^ttH 
new laurefe a< l^kerries, where, on the twenty fixth' 
of JafHHaYy, thkteeft huhdfed arid fikteen, he en^ 
coimfered thd EngFrih ^rniy led in pirfori by Sir EjJ- 
mond Butler the Lord Juftice. 

Eb WARD returned to Duttdalk where he was 
crowned King of Ireland: His affairs began now to 
wear a very favourable afpeft: We have obferved 
that I«'eidfim, Prince of Coiinaught, had been an au- 
xiliary to De Burgo ; during his abfence in that ex- 
pedition, d chieftain took advantage of this cir- 
cuitiftance to deprive him of hife territory. Alarmed 
by this infurreftion, FeidlirA" returned immediately^ 
from Ulfter, defeated 'Ms rival and r^-cftablifhed his 
authority. Having fettled thi^ affair to his fatisfac- 
tion, and being eniecfiiraged by tlie,fuccefs of his re- 
volted countrymen to avow his real fendments^ he 

O z threw 
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threw off the made and openly declared in their fa- 
vour. O'Brian of Thomond, and other petty princes 
of Munfter and Meath, together with the clergy, 
engJiged wafmty. lA the fame caufe. An account of 
the proceedings, of Edward, haying reached his bro- 
ther in Scotland^ he paffed over to his afliftance. 
Praffed by the want <^f provifiojis, he returned fpon 
to Scotland, but left a body of forces with his bro- 
ther to enable him the more jefFedually to profecute 
the war. The army of Edward daily encreafed. 
He was even joined by feveraiof the Englifti, in 
particular, by the De Latys and their partizans. 

A General and fevere famine had delayed the 
operations of war. . 

John Fitzthonias Earl of Kildare, the Earl of Car- 
rick and other Englifti barpps, perceiving the immi- 
nent danger to "which their affairs were expofed, be- 
gan to exert themfelves with vigour, in fupport of 
them. A confiderable force was -detached againft 
Feidlim which joined iffue with his troops at Athun- 
ree and entirely defeated them, Feidlim was flain in 
the field of battle. 

Bruce had driven the Earl of Ulfter to Dublin 
whither he followed with his forces.. Finding the 
city too well provided with the means of defence to 
admit of an attack with a reafonable profpeft of fuc- 
cefs, hefpread his troops into the neighbouring parts 
which he wafted. 

Mean while, Mortimer of Wigmore, appointed 
Lord Deputy, arrived in Ireland with a fmall force. 
The ftrength of the Englifli army daily encreafed. 
Bruce was no longer a match fpr the enemy, to 
whom the fituation of the country was more favou- 
rable. He turned his courfe and >yith all poflible ex- 
pedition 
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pedition arrived," ofnce more,' with his army, in the* 
province of Ulflefi: Mdrtimftr' had purfued Ed- 
ward, but fihcfmg' that he ooukt not overtake him, 
he difmifled 'thfe'gi'eateft parf of his forces, for tho 
prefeiit, and'refiHr'ncd^tftcDobKti where he held a par- 
liament. *' The";E«rI'0P Ufiler> having deferred his 
province' aRd^beififf '^^fufpetftid of rfifloyalty^ on this 
account, and- hdc&iiftl'he -wa^ brother4n-law to the 
King of ■ Scotland, ^ted been feizeid ih» Dublin and caft 
intbprifdn: TfeW^JMrhamfeiit took'* the affair into 
confideriBttioii, -attdi^h^viAg ©bliged'him to give hofta^ 
ges for his good hehaviour,, Enlarged him. 
■■ THk ^Kmg-of "Eftgrand refolved to^affift his caufe 
in ithis icauntryv which^ hitherto had been unfuc- 
cefefiil by the fttfluenc&'of • fpititiial? aid. For this 
puFpoTe^ h^ applied' to the Pope and prevailed with 
him to proftbtincc a fentencc :of excommunication 
ag^ft aH hi^ eflenfies in Ifelandv O'Niall of Tip 
6w^^ upon "the iprefent occaiion, a. gallant defender 
oF'iflie 'privileges '^ofc his country, to prevent the 
effedts bf this iinjuflbmeafure, ,reprefented to the pon- 
tiff, iin warm terms, thie'condhions on which his pre- 
dcteflbrs had permitted Henry thfc Second to invade 
Ireland-; the violations of public faith of which that 
prince and the Englifli had been guilty, the nume- 
rous -wrongs- of the: natives who now caft themfelves 
on his clemency and protejftibn. In confequence, 
his Hormef$ wrote- to the King of England, informr 
ing him of the complaints of the Irifti and exhorting 
him to redrefs their grievances.- No regard was, paid 
to this admonition. , 

ALEXAN£)feR Bicknor, now Lord Juftice, placed 
Sir John Birmingham at the head of the Englifh 
forces whic?h anioimted to fifteen hundred chofen 

O 3 men. 



xSz T H£A . H I S T 0:R,Y 

men. They advariccc^towjard.ithe North. Bkiiee 
1218 ^^'^^^^^ P"^ Ws. ^rmy in mqf ioa The oppo- 
.^ * fite parties inifit'tatDundrflk* AXilp^riferity.Qf 
numbers was on ithefide.of Ihe^ Scotch, .^but' the Rng- 
liftj army was much better app6*mtii4-4n4 ^pH Sup- 
plied with provtifiofts^ - In; thisj,yefp§fti they had 
greatly the idyantage of th^m^m^.i y^hof fgr.hmP 
time, could with gr^at .diffciiiJry^^xpFQtiffe .th^ cprR- 
mon neceflarifia of life. The bwt^e,bf«^i?» Qn each 
fide^ the combat wai^fttftaine'd ^vitbiinjrrepid Royr^p* 
At length, viftory declared ' m fa?,et«rfirf' ri^e'Bpg- 
lifh. Bruce was Q^^ji* Rpbeil b^d op/^e mixp teti^ed 
in Ireland ^ith a new rq^^QrefLm^Gt^ ^yet %^ng 
heard of his brother^ .df5f€iat,^irtftea4^i:)f pijrftiiftg :S 
Caufe which had, in th6 eiid, .pfQ>ffj^ for.^nfqrty/lAjtC', 
he embarked his troops and.re.turiied to S^oil^^d" 

This uiifuccefs!ul ^oit.cf jthe-.ndtiyes xq fij^fy- 
cate thehifelves from the .oppreflfton^ of tbe^ E>j^i(h 
and to regain :their.iBjdfependancc,r;ioftt2ad'ftf pw.tri- 
bating to the welfare of ' the Jkingdcim, rnulT^pli-r 
ed if s calamities. . . J^ :niimbcf .o£ thje JrHh, jwiftmd- 
ful of what they awed to their pwn honor aad;thc 
common caufe oi their country, had fau^t imddr the 
banners of England. This expofed them to the con- 
tempt and refentmcnt of thfeir countrymen,: andj ' of 
confequence, was a new caufe of inteftine feuds. 

With refpefl: to thofc af thcr nati^ws who mvited 
over the Scot$ and aiTtfted them during ti^ieiif mvaflbn 
of Ireland, they fumiftied the Ettgiifh with r^afon 
for treating them with greater fevertty. 

Had Bruce been fuccefsful, whaft tt^fe b^ would 
ha'^e made of his power, it is impofllbte to &y. It 
has be^n obferved, that when he landed in Iceland 
he entered into certain ftipulations wi*h the Irifli; 

there 
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there can be no doubt but he engiaged^ on that occa- 
fion, provided he were fuccefsfol, to govern them 
by their ancient civil and political inftitutions. Anlr 
mated by this hope, fo dear to the hearts of freemen, 
no wonder the natives fliould expofe themfelves 
with chearfiilnefs, to every difficulty ^nd run every 
rifque in fupporl of the arms of Edward Bruce. 

Adieu. 

LETTER LIV. 

THE civil diftraftions which had encreafed ckm- 
ing this war, for the reafons mentioned in my 
Jaft, did not end with the battle at Dundalk. With 
a view to procure feme degree of public tranquility, 
the Irifti council tranfrtiitted a. petition to the King, 
requefting that be would iflue an ordinance for the 
holding of annual parliaments in this kingdom. In 
thefe times of confufion and when the powers of thfe 
fcverat branches of the legiflature were not fo clear- 
ly defined, it was ufual to apply to the Ring to deter- 
mine and eftablifh, by his prerogative, points in 
which the privileges of parliament were eflcntially 
concerned. It appears that this petition, the pur- 
port of which fhouM have been tranfmitted by bill 
from either the lords or commons, was granted. 
But it was produdive of no good effects. Un- 
bounded licentioufnefs, both in principle and in 
condudt prevailed Univerfally. Inilead of entertain-p 
ing, fuch accounts hxirt all the finer feefings of hu- 
manity. But inteftine commotions were not pecu- 
liar to Ireland. In the fourteenth century, the 
northern nations of Europe were but little advanced 
in the arts of civilization. 

The 
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The Goths and Vandals, wherever their power 
prevailed, eftablilhcd a fyftem of policy, moft un- 
friendly to the happinefs of fociety and to the rights 
of mankind. Under this government, kings were 
deftitute of power •, the great vaflals of the crown, 
imperious^nd uncofitrouled, were involved in F>€r- 
petual quarrels either among thcmfelves or with their 
neighbours, and the great body of the people were 
flaves. Where there was no balance of power, nor 
any legal fubordination, perpetual feuds muft be the 
inevitable confequencc. In this refpeft, England 
had not the advantage of other nations. The Nor- 
man conqueror by reftraining the influence of his 
lords, beyond what was ufual in the feudal fyftem, be- 
came too powerful. His fucceflbrs moft induftrioufly 
imitated his example. The barons, provoked by the 
lofs of their privileges, were, upon all occafions, rea- 
dy to arm for their recovery. Nor did even Magna 
Charta, the objedt of which was to reftore to all the 
members of the ftate their juft rights, provide an ef- 
-feftual cure for thefe evils. It's falutary efFefts 
were fometimes defeated by the monarch, fometimes 
by the barons, who, in their turn, as circumftances 
permitted, endeavoured to grafpat power in a de- 
gree prejudicial to the conftitution and to the gene- 
ral welfare. This want of fubordination and thofe 
perpetual fcenes of diforder in every departnpient of 
the. ftate, muft ftrike every attentive enquirer into 
the hiftory of England and of Europe, during this 
period. Need we wonder then that the Irifli ftiould 
labour under fimilar diforders ? Had Henry the Se- 
cond compleatly conquered Ireland and eftabliftied 
the feudal conftitutions, this kind of government 
containing in it's principles the feeds of civil difcord, 

inteftinc 
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inteftine commotions miift; of neceflity, have been 
prevalent. But as Henry and his immediate fuccef- 
fors only laid the foundation of the femblance of 
power in this country, and the natives were govern-* 
cd, i© general, by their own laws, which, in many 
eflential refpedts, differed from thofe of England, 
and as the Englifli were continually encroaching on 
the ftipulated* rights of the Irifli, which the Irifh not 
only endeavoured to maintain, but embraced every 
opportunity of recovering the independence of their 
country ; civil difcords muft neceflarily, in a very 
peculiar manner, diftraft the peace of the kingdom. 
An additional caufe, at this Jtime, confpired with 
thofe above mentioned, in difturbing the public tran- 
quility. * 

We have feen that the principal adventurers had 
refiifed to admit certain of the Irifli who applied for 
-it to the benefit of Englifti law. We now behold 
^n aftonifhing reverfe. The Britifh fettlers of Wa- 
terford, Cork, Limerick and Kerry, were driven 
from their 'pdflfeffioDSy by a number of their own 
countrymen \;irho Had received tfae laws and adopted 
the manners arid cuftoms of the natives. Maurice 
Fitzthomas of Defmond was:^t the head of thefe ra- 
pacious infurgents. This condud, however extra- 
ordinary and inconfiftent it may appear, proceeded, 
in thofe of both parties, from the fame principle. 
.The adventurers who would not admit the Irifti to 
the proteftion of Englifli law, a£led from a view of 
plundering them with impunity. Thofe of them, 
who conformed to the laws and the cuftoms of the 
Irilh, renounced the Englifli law, becaufe it required 
of thofe who were governed by it greater regularity 
of condudt and puniflied adls of injuftice with more 

feverity. 
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feverity. The former were more difpofed to violate 
the rights of the natives^ the latter, to plunder all 
indifcrimmately. There was an effential difference, 
in point of feverity, betwixt the English criminal law 
and that of the narives; the firft inflifted the penalty 
of death on many offences, the other punilhed the 
greateft crimes by Eric or the impofition of a fine. 
As men arc ftrongly attached to their cuftoms^ the 
adventurers would not have adopted thofe of the- 
Irifli had there not been a confiderabfe fimilarity 
l^twixt them and their own. When the Englifli 
fpeak of this change as a Ihameful degcnarcy^ we 
plainly perceive the abfurdity of the imputation. It 
proceeds fr6m national vanity. Had England^ for 
at leaft two centuries after the invafion of Ireland, 
the leaft pretence to civilizaticwi or to^lilhed man* 
Hers ? 

The unfortunate attachment of Edward to fa- 
vourites, the efFedt of a weak underftanding, em- 
bittered the happinefs of his life and ended in his 
deftrudtion. When Gavefton, by permiffion of the 
barons^ was recalled from Ireland, the fame infolent 
temper which had expofed him to the fevere efFedls 
of their difpleafiire, once more excited their refent- 
ment. Led on by Thomas of Lancafter, they re- 
ftratned the authority of Edward, feized Gavefton 
and put him to death. The King could not be 
cured of his folly. Some time after,. Hugh Spencer, 
the fon of a nobleman of high ftation, occupied the 
fame place in the. afFeftions of Edward wKch had 
been fo fatal to Gavefton and fo deftrudkive of the 
public tranquility. The nobles, filled with refcnt- 
ment againft the King and with envy and hatred of 
his favourite, firft abfented themfclves from parlia- 

ment, 
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m^t^ and then, finding the caufe of their difla- 
tisfaaion ftill to continue, they rofe up in arms, and 
by .the afliftance o£ Qjieen Ifabella> a woman of 
iijfemous charadter^ took Edward pnfoner and com- 
pelled him to refign the crown in favour of his 
foil. -Having been kept in captivity about nine 
montjhs, dwipg which time no harftmefs or contemp- 
t^pus tf^tmem.wajs left untried which could render 
his fitiuation diftreftfol and humiliating,^ he was put 
to death in the moft unnatural and m^ fliocking 

Farew^ell. 

; ,: : L E T T E R ; LV: 

YQtlfJbftve fecil the pi*inclpal events which took 
place in Ireland during the feign of Edward 
the S§C((>nd- With ftsfpeftjp n^at^ers relating to our 
political co^ftitution,^ ft)fne attention w^ paid t6 
theniu . Much in^eifd coujd not -be expe«£led from 
ifuefc ftprinoe. 

, ^Q ^fi i^iw^^tf fubje<ls of the King <^ Eng- 
land?, itJ'^lES countty^ had been grated, and repeat- 
edly? C€*>firm€d, tbe EfjgHfli common law, the Img- 
liflj .%fute law, ftnd tl^ privileges of. a diftinA 
ai>d independent legiflature. But in the infancy of 
pUf gjovfeffiment, inftances often occurred in which 
the <»te;nt of the l^ws, vfhofe authority w:e had rc^ 
cognifed, .and their applica*ic«i to particular cafes, 
were, very imperfe<£tly underftood*. When any diffi- 
cult point dccurred, it was ufual with our legiflature 
,ta tirajifmit a requifition to his Majefty fqr the ne- 
ceflary information, who, in rcturti, fent back an or- 
dinance. 
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dinance, explaining the matter in quellion, in the 
form of a mandatory writ. 

Thus, in the fourteenth year of Henry the-Tlilrd, 
a doubt had arifen in Ireland, whether youtiger fif- 
ters (hould hold of the elder and do homage to her, 
or to the liege lord. Upon which, the Deputy fent 
four knights to England, to bring a certificate of the 
praftife and common law rn this, cafe^ They re- 
turned with a tranfcript from ftfenry, in which it 
was declared to be the piraftife* m' Eng;laiid, that 
younger fillers (hould hold of the liege lord^ eryoin- 
Jng, that the faid cuftom fhould be proclaimed and 
obferved throughout the dominion of Ireland. The 
law here explained, being apart of the common law 
of England, which we had adopted, was of courfe 
our own. It isgenerally kn6*hby the namt-6rthe 
Statutum HibcFniae. - ' ^ 

In like mannfef, and- lipon the fame priiicip^^ 
Edward, the late kingj in the fourteenth year of his 
reigft, fent a writ to the Chief Juftice of Irdiand, 
requiring that the fame law fliould be obfervfed iitre 
vrhich wa5i bbfetved in Englartd,'fe cafes of felony. 

Three years after, he tranfrriitted from Notting- 
ham an ordinance^ that no writ original, pleadable 
at comnfon law, thall be received by any 'Officer but 
under the great ftal of Ireland, nor any 'other pro^ 
cefs made but under the feal <?>f the exchequer ill 
this kingdorti, in refpeft to matters belonging to it. 
This was fetling the j^aiftice of our counts, in a 
manner conformable to bur Magna Charta, which 
determined^ th^t we were to enjoy the privileges of 
England,i as a free people. Writs, in England, 
mull ifTue from : the proper courts. So muft they 
alfo in Ireland. The Englifli law, in general, had 

been 
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been received here at the original eftahlilhment of 
the prefent conftitution of Ireland ; but^ fince that 
time, fevetal laws beneficial to this kingdom h^ 
been enadted in England, it was therefore thought 
ufeful, that thefe fliould be adopted by our legifla- 
ture. 

Agreeably to this, in a parliament held the 
thirteenth year of Edward the Second, certain fta- 
tutes of Henry the Second, Henry the Third and a 
llatute of Edward the Firft, were confirmed in Ireland 
and all other ftatutes of force in England were refer- 
ed to be examined in the next parliarnent and fo 
many as were then allowed and publifhed to Hand 
likewife for laws in this kingdom. 

The nation governed by it's own laws, is free. 
Men governed by laws to which they do not give 
their confent are flaves, and their governors are ty- 
rants« It appears, that from the year eleven hundred 
and feverity two, when the foundations were laid of 
the prefent Irilh conftitution, to the fixth of Edv/ard 
the Fii-ft, including a period of more than a hundred 
years, no Englifti law was received in this kingdom 
except fuch as had, in this country, the fanftion of 
our own legiflature. Then an Englifh law was en- 
abled entitled the ftatute of Glocefter, which ex- 
tended in it'^s opperation to Ireland. " Another Bri- 
tifti ftatute of the following year and one enafted 
at York the twelfth of the fubfequent reign, claimed 
a fimilar power with refpeft to this kingdom. The 
Irifti legiflature enaded, in the ninteenth of Edward 
the Second," that the ftatutes made in England 
fliould not be of force in the kingdom of Ireland un- 
lefs they, were allowed and publifhed in it by parlia- 
ment." 

Did 
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Did not tins aft moft dvidently imply that if 
Britifti laws cnftfted' without the participation of oaf 
kgiflature had extended to Ireland^ diey were 
niurpations i 

Farewell* 

LETTER LVL 

THE acceflion of Edward the Third tb the Eng-^ 
lifli throne^ whofe reign fluri^s in the annals of 
Britain with a confpictious lirilre, did not, h^ any 
means, produce the wiftidd fof advantages to this 
unhappy country. Thortias FltzJDhri, created in the 
' former reign Earl of Kildare, and now veftcd 
^ '' with the office of deputy, had but Kttle fuc- 
cefc in quieting the difputes which prfevailed among 
the Iri(h barons. His fucceffor;, Roger Prior of Kit 
mainham, or, accordirlg to Prynnc, John Da^cyv 
convened a parliament at Dublin, which, by it's in- 
fluence, fettled a difpute betwixt Lord Arnold Poer, 
William Bourk, and the Butlers and Bif mii^ighamsy 
that had been attended with very difagreeable con- 
leq^ences- 

A PETITION of the natives to the King, requeft- 
ing it to be enafted, that all the Irifli,. who would, 
might ufe the laws of England, without purchafmg 
particular charters of denization, was tranftnitted by 
him to this parltaimcnt. It was r6je<aed, . Ces'tain 
chieftains had obtained, by purchafe, tht rights of 
Englifti fubjefts ; but the benefit of thefe charters 
was- entirely confined to the individuals who pro- 
cured them ; they were not extended to thciV fol- 
lowers, who continued to be governed by their aii- 

eieat 
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dent laws and cuftoms, therefore contributed very 
little to the public tranquility. 

King Edward now adopted a meafure highly pre- 
judicial to his intereft in Ireland. Maurice Fitztho- 
mas, as we have feen, had caft off the Englilh cha- 
rafter and laws, tind, -as an Irifti chieftain, feized 
confiderable territories in the province of Munfter. 
This baron was created Earl of Defmond and his 
lands formed into a county palatinate. In the coun- 
ties of Tiperary and Kilkenny,, the example of 
Defmond was followed by the Lord Tiperary, who^ 
in the lame manner, poffeffed himfelf of extenfive 
diftridts to which were annexed like immunities. 
Several privileges were granted to James Butler, 
created Earl of OrmcMid. More than a third part of 
Leinfter was, in like manner, alienated. There were 
now not lefs than nine counties palatine, in different 
parts of the kingdom* 

The privileges of a county palatine, were moft 
extenfiv«. The fupcrior lord might pardon felonies, 
murder and even treafon; he might appoint judges 
and jufticcs of the peace ; all writs and indidlments 
ran in his name. The king's officers could not enter 
into the limits of it or hold any of his courts. 
Such independent jurifdi<St:ion, inftead of preferving 
the public peace, which was no doubt the defign of 
his Majefty in confering it, was a moft dangerous 
inftrument in the hands of faftious barons, difpofed 
to employ their power, not for fupporting the 
authority of govermnent, but for gratifying their 
own ambition. 

So miferable were the diftradtions of the king- 
dom, in various parts, that the^ Deputy called to his 
aid the Earl of Defmond. He affifted him with ten 

thoufand 
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thoufand men. But government was unable to fur- 
nifti them with the means of fubfiftence; hence, 
they had recourfe for fupport to the oppreflive ex- 
adlions of coignc and livery. By this, the difcon- 
tents of the people and the concomitant diforders 
were encreafed. 

In the year one thoufand three hundred and thir- 
ty one. Sir Anthony Lucy was made Deputy and 
entered upon his office with a determined refplution 
to exert himfelf in order to eftabli(h peace. By let- 
ter, the King enjoined the Earl of Ulfter and others 
of the nobility to affift him in his endeavours to en- 
force obedience to law. This is a ftriking proof of 
the wcaknefs of government at the prefent period. 

Si r Anthony fummoned a parliament to meet at 
Dublin repeatedly. His orders for this purpofc 
were treated with contempt. Sufpedting that this 
flagrant difobedience proceeded from the turbulence 
of certain of the barons, Maurice Defmond, in par- 
ticular; he feized him and call him into prifon, 
from whence, after eighteen months confinement, 
he was tranfmitted to England, to anfwer for his 
condudt. 

Edward now refolved to enforce the claim of his 
fi;randfather to the kingdom of Scotland, which his 
father had relinquifhed, not from a regard to juftice, 
but from the want of power, iSut, the better to fe- 
cure fuccefs, it was neceiTary that the objedl of his 
preparations, for this purpofe, (hould be concealed. 
With this view, he declared his intention of coming 
over to Ireland to reftrain the irregularities of go- 
vernment, and make an entire conqueft of the king- 
dom. His Irifti barons were enjoined to attend him 
in England ; fupplies were demanded from our par-' 

liament, 
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liament, and fhips, for tranfporting his troops, or- 
dered to rendezvous at Hollyhead. When his prepa- 
rations were thoroughly compleated, he threw ofF 
the ma(k, and led his forces againft the Scotch to 
Hallidown, where he obtained a compleat vi^ory. 

Instead of arms, the chief expedient ufed by 
the King and his minifters to remedy the diforders 
of Ireland, were the feeble methods of treaty and 
. accommodation. Barons, infenfible to the facred obli- 
gations of honor and public ifaith, ma.de no fcrupic 
of violating their engagements whenever it was con- 
ducive to thieir iritereft, or to the gratification of 
their ambition. Still more ineffedual were certain 
ordinances which he ■ tranfmitted to this Jcingdom : 
in fome particulars, being an impofition of Englifh 
law by his own authority, they were a violation of 
the privileges of the Irifla parliannent/ To encroach 
upon the rights of the conftitution, was aij ioxpolitiq 
method of reftoring peace to this country. 

In the . year thirteen hundred and thirty three,' 
William De Burgo E^rl of Ulfter was aflaffinated at 
Carickfergus by his domefticks. The 0*NialIs, to 
whofe family the lands of De purgo had originally 
belonged, feizing the favourable opportunity, col- 
lefted their followers ^nd took poffeflion of a coij^ 
fiderable part oiF the territory of their forefathers. 
His eftate in Cohnaught was feized by two of the 
Bourks, who, to fecure the acquifition, took the 
name of Mac William and conformed to the laws 
and cuftoms of the Irilh. The widow and the only 
daughter of De Burgo fled for protection to England 
where the young lady was married to Lionel the 
fecond fon of Edward, 

Vol. I. f ' Though 
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Though the deftraded ftate of this country had 
rendered it in a great meafure, incapable of contri- 
buting to the fupport of government, Edward, who 
had paid little attention to our affairs, demanded a 
fupply- As might have jcafjy been forefeen, it was 
refUfed. Edward, haughty in his temper and flufli- 
ed by the fuccefs of his arms, determined that his 
IrFfli fubjeds fhould feel the heavieft weight of his 
refentment. He commanded that the debt^ due in 
this kingdom to the crown, formerly remitted, but 
which had not receivd the fandion of the great feal, 
ihould be immediately difcharged. He commanded 
that all the grants made in this country, during his 
own reign or that of his father, ihould be cancelled. 
He commanded that the Lord Juftice and all public 
d35cers whofe property was in Ireland (hould be dif- 
placed, and that other of his fubjeds, bom in Eng- 
land and whofe pofleilions lay entirely in that king- 
dom, fliould be fubftituted in their ftcad/ 

Elf FLAMED with refentment, the Englifli of this 
country, refolved to maintain their privileges and 
the inheritance of their anceftors. To provide a 
remedy for thcfe difcontents, the Irifli council fum- 
moned a parliament to meet in Dublin. A divifion 
for the firft time, now took place betwixt the Eng- 
lifli by birth, and the Englifli by blood 5 the former 
only attended the parliament called by the King's 
authority. Of the latter, the Fitzgeralds, the Earl of 
Defmond, the E^rl of Kildar% a refpedlable nuniber 
^ • of barons and of the clergy and gentry with 
the mayors of cities, affembled at Kilkenny, 
taking the ftile of the prelates, the nobles and com- 
mons of the land, and there drew up a remonftrancc 
ag^inft the proceedings of the King and his mi- 

nifters, 
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nifters, which they trtofinittcd to England- From 
it, we clearly perceive that in a multitude of in^ 
ftanees the adiriiniflration of Irifti afl&irs^ hid been 
condud^ed in a raaiiner the moft (hameful asid ini- 
quitous. The ren^nftrants declare, " That they 
neiriier eouM nor would endure that Irelajid fliould 
be governed 'by his niiniftcrs as heretofore. They 
afk, how a land full of war couH be governed by 
him that was unftdtfiil f How a nriijifter or offiifcer of 
flate fhould, m a fliort time, become fb rich ? How 
it came to pafs that the King^ was nothing the richer 
of Ireland ?" Edward, by this fpirited meafure, was 
forced into a more becoming conduft. He gave a 
favourable airfwer to the remonftrance, made a ftridk 
enquiry ioto the deportment of his officers, removed 
forae of them arid afterwards reftored to their former 
proprietors die lands wMch he h^ resumed. 

t E T T E R PVIL 

THERE is a memorable record of the fame 
year in which the parliament aflembled at 
Kilkenny, mentioned in my lafl. Walter Archbi- 
ftiop of Arma^ had, in the preceding reign, beerj. 
advanced to that fee by the Pope's provifion, in 
which there were fome claufes injurious to the pre- 
ro^tive of the crown. Upon which, the King with- 
held the temporalities until he renounced all claufes 
in the Pope's bull prejudicial to his rights and paid 
a fine of a thoufand pounds for receiving from the 
pontiff fuch a provifion. Had the Princes of rGhrif- 
tendom, upon all occafions, oppofed with equal 
fpirit the ambitious pretentions of Rome in matters 

P ^ of 
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of a civil nature, it would have prevented many 
tranfadtions which difgrace the annals of Europe, 
would have ferved effentially the intereft of thefe 
nations and reflefted upon their memory diftin- 
guiftied honor. 

Sir Ralph De UfFord was now fent over to pre- 
fide in the adminiftration of Irifli affairs. His con- 
dudt was very difagrceable to the old Englilh fettlers 
and to the natives. With a view to reduce thofe 
who oppofed his government, in June, he fummon- 
cd a parliament to meet in Dublin. Defmond re- 
fufed to obey ; and to fupport his oppofition called 
upon his followers to meet him at Calan. Provoked 
by this contumacy, the Deputy raifed the 
^ ftandard of war, marched with his troops into 
Defmond and feized the lands with the perfon of the 
Earl. Having procured bail, he was fet at liberty* 
But the ungenerous Defmond did not appear upon 
the day of tryal, in confequence of which, many of 
his fureties were tuined. The Earl of Kildare, ac- 
cufed likewife of difafFe<5tion, was alfo apprehended, 
but he was releafed from captivity by the following 
deputy Sir John Morris. Sir John was fucceeded in 
that oiBce by Walter De Birmingham who warrrily 
cfpoufed the caufe of the Earl of Defmond. He 
carried in perfon the complaints of that nobleman 
againft Sir Ralph De Ufford to the foot of the 
throne* Though Defmond had certainly been a 
rebel, he was gracioufly received by Edward, who 
being now engaged in a war with France had occa- 
lion for his fervice. He and his dependents together 
with the Earl of Kildare, accompanied the King to 
the continent and had a (hare in the honors of that 
memorable expedition. 

About 
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About this time, the King tranfmitted ordi- 
nances by writ to the Lord Deputy refpedting the 
government of Ireland, of which were the^ following. 
^' It is our will and we order that matters relating 
to us and our Irifti affairs, efpecially the moll impor- 
tant, be difcuffed in council, by ikilful councellors, 
prelates and grandees and certain perfoiis of the vici- 
nity, commoners, diftinguifhed for probity and difcre- 
tion, in the places contiguous to which the bufmefs is 
to be done and chofen for the purpofe. Thefe coun- 
cellors, prelates, nobles and others of faid land ac- 
cording to cuftom, fliall, on the principles of jufticc, 
kw, cuftom and reafon,^ treat of fuqh affairs in par- 
liament." 

That the minds of the guilty might be delivered 
from fear, with refpedt to the paft, the King, befides, 
iffued a commiffion to the chief juftice, to receive to 
his grace and to grant particular pardons, for a year, 
to all who had difturbed the pi^blic peace, thofc 
guilty of treafon excepted^ 

To the injury of religion and difgrace of the fa- 
cred office, paftors did not.refide in their refpedtive 
pariflies. To remedy an evil fo prejudicial to the 
people in what concerned their prefent and immor- 
tal happinefs, the King authorized the Archbifhop 
of Dublin to conftitute perpetual vicars in all his be- 
nefices, and prebendaries with certain proportions 
of tythes arid other profits for their fupport, who 
were perpetually to refide and difcharge uniforrnly 
the duties of their office. 

Farewell 
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LETTER Lvm. 

THE year thirteen ftaixdred and fifty ttrree was 
diftinguiftied by the wife and virtuous admi- 
niftration of Sir Thomas Rokeby. A memorable 
faying df Ms is recoided by hiflorians, edqjieifive of 
h temper very unlike that whicfc marked the conduft 
of his precieceflbrs, *^ 1 ani ferved without parade or 
fplendor • but let niy diflies be wooden rather than 
my creditors unpaid.*' liad the times permitted 
the eflablifliment of equil laws, a governor, poffeffed 
6f fuch principles, would have intn)ducedi order and 
tranquility into the ftate and given fteadinpfs and 
vigour to the conftitufion. 

In confeijuence of a requifition from Ireland, tlie 
King, by fen ordinance, determined that in cafes 
wherein the judgment of the courts of law was dif- 
puted ati appeal iiiould lie, nof as hitherto to the 
Englifti courts, but to the parliament of Ireland. 
This prevented unrieceflary delays of judgment, 
faved a confiderable expenee,^ and reftoVe^ an tflen- 
tial pfiviiege that belonged to it ai a diftifift and 
mdcpehdent kingdprh. . To fubmit the deterrftina- 
tion of our civil rights io a foreign jtidicatur6,> even 
when diredJed in it'iS judgment by our 6wn law, is to 
be confidered in the fame point of view as to- acknow- 
ledge the authority of foreign laws; Both are dif- 
graceful to the nafton, inconfiftent with the privi- 
leges of freemen and hoftile to the principles of our 
cbnftitutton. 

It is the opinion of a number, learned in tne 

laws of our country, that the removal of caufes, by 

writ of error, from our court of King's bench to that 

'^ of 
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of England, was authorized by an Irifli aft of par- 
liament. There may have been fuch an aft though 
it cannot be found, as our fiatutes, for a long ferieg 
of years, are entirely loft. The origin of appeals 
to the EngliOi court of K'mg*s Bench, feems plainly 
to be this. As the laws of England, adopted in this 
country, were of difficuk comprehenfion, the Irifh 
judges, before judgment was given,, in particular 
caufes, frequently appGed to Ms Majcfty, as King 
of Ireland, for information,, with refpeft to the 
meaning of the law.. In fikc manner, after judgment 
was given, the patty which thought themfelves ag- 
grieved, fuppofing that the law was ftill imperfeftly 
underftood, or, that it had been perverted to their 
prejudice, applied to the King for reftitution. The 
Court, in which the King ori^nalfy prefided in per- 
fon, and which accompanied him, wherever he wenf, 
aflifted him by their advice en- fuch occafions. Af- 
terwards, when His Majefty ceafed to fit in the 
court, and it poffefled the whofe of the judicial pow- 
er belonging to it, exclufiyely, ^ppficatibns by thofc 
who fought for redrefs were made to it from Ireland, 
as to the King's fubftitute, which came, infenfibly, 
to be confidercd as appeals and judgments given 
upon the principles of Irilh law. 

In thirteen hundred and fifty eight, his Majefty 
fent over to this kingdom an order ; that whereas 
fome juftices in Ireland, by writs, precepts, bills^ 
without indiftment, prefentment, or due procefs, 
arretted and imprifoned fmall and great, in obfcurc 
prifons, detaining them in iron chains until they 
obliged them to pay fines or ranfoms. He enjoined 
that, in future, none (hould be indebted or- impri- 
foned 
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foned without induftment and due procefs^ agaviift 
Klagna Charta, other ftatutes and commoil law. 

If the fcandalous mifcondud of the King's officers 
could have been corrected by fuch an interpofition 
of the royai authority, an edidt of Edward which 
followed that atx)ve mentioned, muft have had this 
cfFedt. It was to this pupofe. That the jufticc of 
Ireland with one of the neareft prelates and eark^ 
the chancellor, treafurer, and others of the moft 
ikilfiil juftices of the bench and barons, Ihould, an- 
iiually, diligently enquire, by oath, of honcft and law- 
ful men, concerning all officers, except thofe inju- 
dicial places, how they demeaned themfelves in their 
offices J what juftice or iiyuries, oppreffions, griev- 
ances, or damages they did to the King or his peo- 
ple, by colour of their office or authority ; whether 
they perverted juftice by gifts, and certify him and 
his council m England what they found to be the 
cafe, under their feals, without, delay ; that fuch 
officers fliouid anfwer, as well to him as his people, 
at the end of the year. This order, had. it been 
ftridtly executed, muft have produced admirable 
fcffeas- . 

To limit the power of the King's officers, Edward 
the Firft had forbiden them to purchafe lands in Ire- 
land without a royal licence. This order fome au- 
thors have aflerted was never executed* But they 
are miftaken. For ftiortly after, Edward iffued a 
Writ to feize all lands or tenements purchafed in this 
tountry without his confent, which he confidered.as 
forfeited by the ordinance of his grandfather. 

You have feen that a jealoufy had arifen in this 
(country betwixt thofe of the adventurers who were 
£ngli(h by blood and fuch as were Englifti by birth. 

The 
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The ancient fet tiers confidered the latter as greedy- 
interlopers who wanted to ufurp thofe privileges and 
to enjoy thofe advantages to which, as the reward 
of their own fervices and as an inheritance derived 
from the merit of their anceftors, they confidered 
themfelves-cxclufively entitled. On the other hand, 
the Englifli by birth entertained the moft contemp- 
tible opinion of the old fettlers, and thought there 
was no advantage to be obtained in this country to 
which they had not an equal, nay, a fuperior right. 

To compofc thofe differences, the King tranfmit- 
ted an ordinaiice by which he enjoined the Lord Ju- 
ftice with the affiftance of the chancellor and treafur- 
cr, to enquire into the caufe of thqfn whenever they 
fhould happen, to try the delinquents and to inflidt 
fuch puniftiments as were fuitabte to the nature of 
their offence and the law required^ 

This ordinance, was followed by one of a dif- 
ferent nature. Edward iffued a mandate that no 
native of the land ftiould be admitted to any bene- 
fice in the church, or to any civil employment of 
the ftate whatever. The King feemed to be fenfi- 
ble, at^ leaft in part, of the iniquity of this undiflin- 
guifhing profcription. For, the following year, by 
a writ, he commanded that certain clergy of the 
natives, faithful to his government, fhould be ad- 
mitted to benefices and be undiflurbed in the poffef- 
fion of them. 

It has been faid that the authority of Englifti law 
extended to twelve counties in Ireland. To thefc 
were to be added the lands given to the King by 
Cathal, in Connaught, and by Donald O'Brian in 
Thomond. About the tenth of Edward the Second 
the power of the Englifti began to be fhaken. It 

continued 
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continued to decline. The thirtieth of. the prefent 
reign, but four flbires of the pale remained. It is 
very extraordinary, that Edward, who had now fub- 
dued the Scots, and acquired high renown^, by the 
fplendor of his yidkories in France, did not think of 
coming oyer to this country in perfon, to remove 
the caufes which had brought his affairs here to fo 
low a condition and to reduce the kingdom entirely 
to his obedience. He thought it fiifficient to fend 
over, as Deputy, Lionrcl Duke of Clarence his fe- 
cond foi>. All who poffeifed lands in Ireland being 
fummoned, in very urgent terms, to attend his 
ftandard, he came,- accompanied by feveral Irifh 
Lords of diflindtitn and fifteen hundred riien. Lio- 
nel had a perfonal intereft: itf tfii« country. You 
will recolledl thaf he married the orify daughter of 
1 261 ^^^h^^d ^^ ^^SPj i^ <5onfequ€nce of wWch, 
he was the heir of his pofieffions and enjoyed 
the title of Earl of Ulfter. The title^ was the only 
advantage deriveid to Mm' front ihar eonneftion* 
The lands belonging to it had been feized and con- 
tinued to be held by the chieftains who were cfe- 
fcended from the old proprietors- Clarence was un- 
fit for the office in which he had engaged, efpecially 
m fiich critical times. Ignorant flatterers, having 
inftilled into him ftrong prejudices againft this king- 
dom and the descendants of the firft adventurers, he 
forbad, by proclamation, any of the old Englifh to 
approach his camp. This meafure marked equallj^ 
by pride and folly, deprived him of the advice and 
affiftance of thofe who were alone acquainted with 
the circumftances of the country. The natural con- 
fequences followed. The refraftory bid defiance to 
all his attempts to reduce them to obedience. Li- 
onel 
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one! faw ^d retStified his trrcr. By afliftance 
from the old Irifti, who were now invited to his 
ilandard, he obtained advantages over the enemy, 
wbidi, if not fubftantial, procured fonic reputatioa 
to hts arms. 

t E T t E R UX. 

*# lONEL was fooil recalled from Ireland, tt 
1 ^ which he returned, in the year thirteen hun- 
ilned and fixty feveri. He found that during the iit^ 
teroiediate adminiflration of the Earl of Ormbrid 
and Sir Thortias Dale, diforcferS kid ftill prevailed, 
to which the competition b^wi^fr the old and the 
hew Ei^Iilii fettlers greatly contributed. Many of 
the foffmer had alTumfed the cuftoms and the laws of 
the Irifh. The latter confidered thefe as unnatural 
apoftates, who merited nothing but contempt and 
the deprivation of their property. This wis one 
principal caufe of the diflention and terided very 
hiuch to weaken the authority of government. To 
ftrengthen it, its recover thofe who had deferted 
fenglifli law, and puf a liop to the praftice in fu- 
ture, Lionel, whortl e:^perience had improved in the 
arts of policy, funirtioned a parliament to Kilkenny, 
which was attended by a very refpeftable number 
of members, fpiritual and tenlporal. 

It was then enaflted, that interrnarriages with the 
natives, or any connexion with them, as fofterersj 
or in the way of goflipred, Ihould be punilhed as 
high treafon. That the ufe of their name, language, 
apparel, or cUftoms, ihould fubjeft to the forfeiture 
of lands and tenements. That to fubmit to be go- 
irerned by the brehon laws was treafon. That the 

Englifli 
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Englifti ftiould not make war upon the natives, 
without the permiflion and authority of government. 
That the Englifti ftiould not permit the Irifti to 
graze upon their lands ; that they ftiould not admit 
them to any benefice or religious privileges^ or even 
entertain their bards. That to compel Englifti fub- 
je6ts to pay for, or maintain foldiers, was felony. 
This refpedted the oppreffive impofition of coigne 
and livery. That traitors and felons ftiould not be 
protefted by flying to fandtuaries. Sanduarics, by 
claiming an exclufive right of affording a refuge to 
criminals, which placed them beyond the reach of 
the law, had, in this refpedt, been very deftruftivc 
of the public tranquility. It was likewife enabled, 
that wardens ftiould be appointed to eftimate the 
men and armour which each of the King's vaflkls. 
was obliged to provide for military fervice. 

Such were the particulars of the fampus aft, dj- 
ftinguiftied, by way of 'eminence, with the title of 
the Statute of Kilkenny. Some articles of it were 
equitable and conducive to the general good. With 
refpeft to others, none more iniquitous are recorded 
in the annals of mankind- To forbid the natives 
from grazing in their lands; to deprive them of 
every benefit in the church, though poffeffing in 
common with the Englifti a refigion, whofe divine 
principles inculcate the exercife of good will to all 
men, without diftinftion ; to forbid every intercourfe 
with them, as if they had not been partakers of the 
fame nature ; thefe were dreadful ftretches of power. 
The ties of humanity reprobate, as moft unnatural 
and difgraceful to men, fuch partialities. Politicians 
feldom regard the diftates of benevolence ; never 
when it interferes with their intereft. Sound policy 

would 
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would have prefcribed a different mode of conduft. 
It would have taught our legiflators to conciliate, by- 
gentle treatment^ the affc6tions of the natives, in- 
ftead of drawing, betwixt them and the Englifli, fo 
odious a line of diftinftion. It would have taught 
them to admit them to the benefit of Englifh law 
which they had often requefted, inftead of placing 
them at a greater diftance from it, by arming againft 
them the feverity of a penal ftatute and depriving 
them of the common privileges of nature. Had 
this been their guide, national prejudices, ambition 
and a rapacious fpirit, would, in their conduft to- 
wards the Irifli, have been extinguilhed by a regard 
to the public good. Then, as all would have en- 
joyed equal privileges, and been fubjeft to the fame 
reilraints, the Englifh would have had no tempta- 
tion toafTume the manners and cuftoms of the natives 
and the natives would gradually have become happy 
and contented with their fituation. Government 
would have received a great addition of ftrength and 
a caufe of one of the principal evils been removed 
which difturbed the public peace. 

The ftatute of Kilkenny' with the ftridknefs in the 
condudl of public affairs obferved during the ad- 
miniftration of Clarence, produced a partial tem- 
porary effedt. The degenerate Englifh, as they are 
called, were frightened into a compliance with the 
law ; his Majefty's writ operated in Ulfter and Con- 
naught and the revenues of thefe provinces were 
accounted for in the exchequer. . ^ 

The earl of Defmond fucceeded the duke of 
Clarence as deputy. Defmond was fucceeded by 
Sir William Windfor. His adminiftration affords 
the following memorable inftance of the corrupt 

pradices 
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pradifes of government, during thefe times. A 
que^ion had been debated in parliament refpeddi^ 
gertain impofitions propc^i^ to be laid upon die peo* 
pie. Whei) put, it was rejeded by the majority i 
Wiiidfor, notwithstanding, ordered ^ fiatute, upon 
the vote of the majority, to be cn^tered in the re^ 
toids of parliament. 

Sir Richard Pembridge was next appdnted to 
prefide in the government of Ireland^ He abfolirtely 
lefujGed.to enter upon office, fuch were the difficidtie^ 
attending it, from the diftrairions which were then 
prevalent in different parts of the kingdom* The 
levenue was quite reduced. Sir Jdm Davis aflurea 
us, that in the year of Edward's government, in 
which his a:fl&irs were moft proQ)erous, die whole 
revenue did not amount to ten thouiand pounds. ^ 

Upok the refufal of Sir Richard Pembridge, Sir 
William Wjndfor was contini»ed deputy. Being dif- 
couraged by the perplexed ftate of affairs, he refignr- 
cd the government to the Earl of.Ormond who con- 
vened a parliament. Supplies were afked. The 
members, on account of the weaknefs of the pale; 
would not grant them. 

Provoked by th§ir refiifistl, and determined to 
carry his point, he ifiiied writs to the clergy and com- 
mons of Ireland, in which he required them to choofe 
two bifhops for each diocefe, two kni^ts for each 
county, and two members for each city and bo- 
rough, as their reprefentatives, to attend the King 
in the parliament of England, to affiflt him by their* 
cbunfel and influence^ in planning fuch methods as 
might be neceflary for fupporting the government 
of Ireland. 
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TifTs was not the firft inftance of the kind ; for 
in the white book of the Exchequer of Dublin, in 
the ninth year of Edward the Firft, a writ is record^ 
cd which had been fent to the Chancellor of Ire- 
land, wherein he mentions certain ftatutes enabled 
with the confent of the prelates, carls, barons and 
commons of the kingdom of Ireland, aflembled at 
Lincoln, and certain other ftatutes enadled after- 
ward at York. Edward the Second alfo, in the 
eighth year of his reign, fummoned the nobles of 
Ireland to the parliament at Weftminfter, there to 
treat upon the ftate of that land. Such a meafure 
was a direct attack upon the parliamentary indepen^ 
doQce of the Irifli conftitutioji. The lords and com- 
mons aflembled, were not, upon the prefent occa- 
fion, immindful of their dignity. They unanimoufly 
declared that the fummons was illegal, inconfiftent 
with the privileges and ancient ufage of the king- 
dom ; that a refpe^ for the King, and a regard to 
the neceflities of the times folely induced them to 
comply with the requifition ; that they referved to 
therofeives a power of either acquiefeing in, or re- 
fufing the Aipplies which Ihould be granted to him 
by their reprefentatives. At the fame time, they 
declared that their prefent compliance was not, in 
future, to be confidered as a precedent for infring- 
ing the lights, privileges, cuftoms and laws of the 
kingdom^ Our reprefentatives repaired to Erigland, 
as defired, but we have no fatisfadkory information 
of what was done in coafequence. 

That wages, according to ancient cuftom, were 
to be levied, to bear the charges of thofe of the clergy* 
and commons, who went to England at this time, 
appears from a writ in the Tower relative to this 

Jranfadion, 
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tranfaftion, wherein the King requires James Butler,' 
Lord Juftice, and the Archbifhop of Dublin, Chan- 
cellor, to iflue writs under the great feal of Ireland, 
to the counties, cities and boroughs, for fatisfying 
the expences of the men of that land, who laft came 
over to ferve in parliament in England. There is 
another roll which mentions a complaint of John 
Draper .to the King that he had been denied his ex- 
pence for ferving in the Englifh parliament as bur- 
gefs of the city of Cork. This laft record refers to 
a diflferent occafion, in the prefent reign, when our 
reprefentatives had been called over to fit in the 
Englifh parliament, as in the return refpefting that 
now mentioned, John Draper did not ferve as bur- 
gefs for the city of Cork. 

Though the calling of our parliament to Eng- 
land was a flagrant breach of privilege, it is a mani- 
feft acknowledgement, on the part of that king- 
dom, that Ireland ought only to be bound by the 
afts of it's own legiflature. Edward wanted money 
from this country ; had not he and his council 
known that the right of granting it was the original, 
the fole, the exclufive right of our parliament, the 
trouble and inconvenience would have been faved of 
fending for our reprefentatives, on this or any fimi- 
lar occafion, and application would have been made 
for it to the Englifh parliament. 

Edward died at Shone in Surry, the twenty firft 
of June, thirteen hundred and feventy feven, in the 
fixty fith year of his age and fifty firft of his reign. 

This prince tranfmitted fome ordinances to Ire- 
land which, had they been obeyed, would have 
had good efFefts ; in other refpedts, our affairs, dur- 
ing this reign, were ftiamefully negle<Sled. The at- 
tention 
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tention of Edward was taken up with objefts, which 
in his view, were more defirable. The purfuit o^ 
them gratified fcis ambition, but reflefted little honor 
«pon his characler. His atteiiipt upon Scotland go- 
verned by a minor and his near relation, was mod 
ungenerous. The juftipe of it had no other fan^ion 
than the iniquitou;3 claim, upon that kingdom, of 
his -grandfather Edward the tFirft, Neither had he 
a right to make W^r upon France, to which he next 
turned his attention. In the minds of a warlike na- 
tion military rpnown eitingulfhes a fenfe of equity. 
The victories of Crefly and Poidticrs are confidered 
to this day as refledling diftinguiflied glory on 
the Britifti arms. Edward gained large acquifitions 
in France. They were no real advantage to him, 
and, on account of the bloody and unfucccfeful wars 
in which they engaged his defcendants, they were to 
thefe nations a great misfortune. This high fpirited 
prince rcftrained the turbulence of the barons, to 
whidh, likewife, their bmvg fo irmdi cmpbyed in 
foreign wars greatly contributed. Hence, and by 
the wifdom of his government, England, during hip 
time, was free from inteftine commotions and en- 
joyed an uncommon meafure of peace and tranquir 
lity. The afFability, munificence atid courteous be- 
haviour of Edward the Third, excited the love of 
his Englifti fubjefts, and .^5 magnanimity comr 
minded tljcir ftdmir^tipn, 

Adieii, 
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L E f T E R LX. 

THE fplendid tod amiable qualities which dif- 
tinguiftied Edward the Black Prince, did not 
defcend to his fon Richard, who, on the death of 
his grandfather, fucceeded to the Englifti throne. 
As when he received the crown he was but eleven 
years of age, the adminiftration of public affairs was 

veiled in his uncles the Duke of Lancafter 
J 577, 

^: ^' and the Earl of Cambridge. The former of 
thefe poffeffed almoft entirely the powers of govern- 
ment. 

A NUMBER of Engiifli grandees held large eflates 
in this country which they managed. by agents. 
Thefe, by their rapacity and inattention to every 
thing but their own immediate intereft, contributed 
greatly to the public diforders. Frequent attempts 
,had been made by the King and his minifters to 
oblige thefe abfentees to refide upon their lands 
in this kingdom. A fimilar order was now iffued on 
pain of confiderable forfeitures. The Englifti parli- 
ament, with much reludance, lent fome affiftance 
.towards fupplying the neceffities of the Irifli govern- 
ment. A privilege was granted to his Majefty's fub- 
jefts here to work their mines, on paying, as a tax, 
the ninth of the produce. 

Even then, England had ufurped a power of for- 
biding us to trade, with foreign nations. For the 
encouragement of commerce, a privilege was now 
granted to us, to trade with Portugal, without being 
fubjedl to either duties or reftridions. But the dif- 
orders of Ireland were too deeply rooted to be cured 
ky fuch partial remedies. Nothing in this country 

could 
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irould fupply the want of a wife and humane fyftcm 
of policy and of a regular well condufted adminiftra- 
tion. In the beginning of the prefent reign, we 
meet with nothing worthy of attention. Deputy 
fucceeds deputy. One infurreftion follows Another ; 
the whole fcene, infipid, painful and difgufting. 

A WEAK underftanding and violent paflions dif- 
fmguiflied the charadter of Richard. Princes of this 
complexion generally attach themfelvcs to favou^ 
rites. The King chofe, as the objeft of his particu- 
lar afFeftion, Robert De Vera Earl of Oxford, a 
young nobleman, corrupt, lively and of infinuating 
manners. Among other honors heaped oh this pro- 
fligate minion, he was created Marquis of Dublin, 
and, with certain refervations, obtained a grant of 
the whole kingdom of Ireland, to be held of the 
King in feudal tenure. This very extraordinary aA 
was authorifed by the Lords and Commons of Eng- 
land. In this tranfaftion, the folly of the King and 
the prefumption of his parliament are equally 4fto- 
nifliing. De Vere, attended by a grand retinue, 
fet -out to take poffeffion of his government, Rich- 
ard accompanied him to Wales, but, when they 
came to the point of feparation, he could not bear 
to part with him. He carried his favourite back 
with him to London, and Ireland, in the name ,of 
De Vere, was, as formerly, committed to the care 
of deputies." The connexion of Robert with this 
country, vaniflied with his power. That was tran- 
fient indeed. In a fhort time he incurred the high 
difpleafure of the Englifh nobles, was proclaimed a 
traitor, defeated in. battle by the Earl of Derby and 
compelled to fly from the kingdom. Of courfe, his 
grant of Ireland was cancelled, where matters re- 

0^2 mained 
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maindd in thdf ufual train. Feuds continued ; the im- 
prudetKC of adminiftration was loudly complained of 
and applications to parliament for fupplies^ were in 
a great meafure ineflfeftual. The wretched ftate of 
the country induced the King, in the fourteenth 
year of his reign, to fend over commiffioners of en- 
quiry, to examine through every part of the king- 
dom,, into the many loffes and dangers to which his 
fubjeiils were cxpofed, as well from the incurfions 
of his enemies as the default of thofe employed in 
the departmems of government. They were to 
proceed with the greatcft ftridtnefs^ being enjoined 
to receive information upon oath, concerning the 
fubje6bs of their enquiry, from perfons of integrity, 
that fuch remedies might be applied as would reftore 
the kingdom to a ftate of good order and tranqui- 
lity. But good order and tranquility were *not re- 
ftored by this or any other means made ufe of in 
thefe times. 

In October, thirteen hundred and ninety four, 
probably with a view to recruit his exhaufted coffers, 
and to give fome reputation to his charafter, which 
was become not only odious but contemptible to his 
Englifti fubjefts, Richard came over himfelf to Ire- 
land with an army confifting of four thoufand men 
^t arms and thirty thoufand archers. Never had the 
Irifh feen in their country fo powerful a force. The 
.difaffeiSled dropt immediately all thoughts of refif- 
tance and adopted a mode of conduA more condu- 
cive to their fafety. Seventy five chieftains, among 
whom were four petty princes, did homage to the 
King, promifing obedience to his government. This 
a£l of fubmifiion was eafily performed, but the heart 
was not concerned, therefore nothing was to be ex- 

pedted 
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pe<ftcd from it. When no equitable regard was paid 
to the circumftances of the natives, when no pubfic 
grievances were redreffed, no falutary plan of go- 
vernment adoptedj to fuppofe that a mere outward 
acknowledgement of fubjcdtion from thofe who fo 
frequently,, and without any e^eft, had given the 
fame marks of obedience would be attended with 
any ufefut confequencc&^; was extreme folly. The 
weaknefis of Richajrd^ on this occafton, i^n the fplen- 
dor and ftately pomp which he difplayed with affec- 
ted oftentation was moft confpicuous. He reaped 
nothing from this expedition but the gratifications of 
pride and vanity. Having fpent nine months in Ire- 
land, without performing any thing worthy of praife, 
of the large expence he had ii;ic«rred, or of th^ puln 
lie hopes, he returned to England. 

The King, before his departure from the king- 
dom, vefted with the powers of deputy, his uncle,^ 
Roger Mortimer Earl of Marche. It immediately 
appeared that the engagements of the natives, in 
which Richard had placed fo much confidence, 
were of little avail. The Irifh had been forced to 
ftipulate with the King, that they would give up 
Leinfter entirely to the EngRfti and feek elfewhere 
for habitations. But when Mortimer commanded 
them to remove, they refufed obedience. To ht 
obliged to bid farewell to the place of their nativity, 
which to every human being is an objeft of deareft 
affeftion, to he torn from the pofleflions of their 
forefathers, which they had cultivated with their 
hands, which had fupplied their wants, and which 
they had hoped would defcend as an inheritance to 
their children, feemed to them hard indeed. Prompt- . 
ted by a fenfe of j^ftice and an irrefiftible impulfe of 

0^3 nature. 
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nature, they refolved to die where they were born. 
Steps were immediately taken to enforce the treaty. 
The Englifh barons, with their followers, attacked 
the natives. Succefs was various. In one- engage- 
ment, the Irifli were defeated, in another they were 
viftorious. Part of them^ expelled from their habi- 
tations, retired to a neighbouring diftrid ; purfued 
by their enemies, they engaged them at Kenlis on 
the twentieth of July thirteen hundred and ninety 
eight, and gave them a total overthrow. The Lord 
Deputy was killed in this battle. When Richard 
received intelligence of this misfortune, his vanity 
was mortified and his breaft burned with refentmfent. 
In May thirteen hundred and ninety -nine, he came 
over, a fecond time, with anr army to Ireland. He 
landed at Waterfbrd, where, haying fpent fome 
time in tnakipg a parade of grandeur knd ma^ifi- 
cence, he fet forward to Dublin* As he advanced 
through Leinfter, lately wafted by the ravages of 
war, he found much difficulty in fupplying his 
troops with provifions. The natives, unequal to 
the Englifh in numbers and in difcipline, retreated 
to the woods* Richard confidering them as van- 
quiflied, marched forward, deftroying what remain- 
ed in the province, by fire and fword, with the ex- 
ultation of a conqueror. His triumph was fhort liv- 
ed. Mac Murchad a leader of the Irilh, by attack- 
ing fronl their faftneffes, on every favourable oppor- 
tunity, his detached parties and hanging on the rear 
of his army^ haraffed his forces exceedingly. The 
ftraits to which they were now reduced, by the want 
of fubfifteiice, aggravated their diftrefs. To the 
enemy, whom he had juft before treated with cwi- 
tempt and whofe property he had >^anConly deftroy- 

ed, 
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cd, he was compelled to apply for an accommoda- 
tion. His offers being rejedted, he preffed forward 
and had the good fortune to reach the capital. For 
fomc time, tempeftuous weather prevented him 
from receiving, any intelligence from. England. The 
firft account informed him that his affairs there were 
irretrievably ruined. In his folly he had firfl banifli- 
ed, without a fufficicnt caufe, and then deprived 
of his eftate, Hereford,, fpn of the Duke of Lanca- 
fter. Enflamed with refentment, he refolved to take 
advantage of the King's abfcnce in Ireland and of 
the difcontents of the people ;, collefted a number 
of partizans, paffed over tq England, reprefented 
the incapacity of the King for governing, and claim- 
ed the crown, by the right of confanguinity. The 
difafFefted, in great numbers^ crowded to his ftand- 
ard and renounced thein allegiance to Richard., 
When intelligence of this revok reached the unfor- 
tunate king he returned to England, in fuHen dif- 
content, and meanly refigned to his competitor a 
throi;ie 011 which he was unqualified to fit with honor 
to himfclf or with advantage to. his people. 

The foUqwing very extraordinary ordinance tranf- 
mitted during the reign of Richard the Second, is 
upon record, " The King to the treafurer and bar 
rons of his exchequer in Ireland. The j,ufl:ices and 
governors of Ireland,, for t^^e time being, have not 
power to remit, relax ,^ pardon, or otherwife to overr 
throw what hath been ordained by our council in 
England in our parliaments for the reforming of our 
faid land," if the parliament of Englan4 had power 
to bind our governors or judges in their proceedings, 
then this country had no conftitutio^, the privileges 
of Magna Charta communicated to us upon the 

principles 
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ptincTpks of reaTon law and of juftice had* no forced 
nttd bifhmeii were flaves. 

Farewell. 

Letter lxi. 

A SENTENCE of the parliament of England, 
procured by undue influence, depofed Richard 
the Second, and placed the crown on fhe head of 
, Henry Plantagenet, fon of John of Gaunt, 

* Duke of Lancafter, the fourth fon of Edward 
the Third. Richard had many friends, who, of courfe, 
eonfidered Henry in the li^t of an uAirper- In this 
critical fituatiori, the affairs of England were quite 
fufficient to engage the attention of the new king. 
The bufmefs of Ireland was condufted in the ufual 
manner. It was governed, firft by Sir John, and af- 
terwards, by Sir Willianl Stanly, as deputies. The 
laft of thefe was fucceeded in this office by Stephen 
Scroop. EKiring their adminiftration, the Scots, at 
that time upon bad terms with the Englifh, made 
feveral descents upon the northern coafts of Ireland 
iand obtained fome inconfiderable fettlements. In 
the fecond year of his reigh, Henry fent over to Ire- 
land, as viceroy,, his foh Thomas Duke of Lancafter 
with very extenfiye powers. 

This deputy, from whom fomething efteftual 
might have been expefted, made enquiry concern- 
ing the ffrieyances of the natives, iflued ordinances of 
redrefs, fubdued iome petty chieftains., obliged 
them to do homage, in teftimohy of their future 
fobedieuce, uild left the kingdorrt without having, in 
any one effential point, contributed to. it's intereft. 
in the .year fourteen hundred and five, James Earl 

of 
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ci Omond was cx)nftituted Lord Juftice of Ireland. 
He convened a parliament at Dublin, in which the 
great charter of Irifh liberty, granted by Henry th^ 
Second, enlarged and fo often ratified by his fuccef- . 
fors, was once more confirmed. This appears to 
have been done by the expHrefs defire of the King, 
wbo^ in the writ which he tranfmitted for the pur- 
pofe, having recited the letters patent of Edward 
the Third, before mentioned, in which he had en- 
joined, that alFaflFairshere, particularly the more im- 
portant, ftiould be tranfadted in parliament, as ufu- 
al, upon the princifdes of law and juftice, adds, 
^' Now \ye, thefc ordinances, defires and all and 
lingular the commands contained in the aforefaid let- 
ters, for ourfelves and our heirs, to the utmoft ex- 
tent of our power, do accept, approve, ratify an^d 
coiifirm.'* The ftatute of Kilkenny had likewife the 
fan^ftion of this parliament. 

In fourteen hundred and fevert, ttie Lord Deputy, 
Sir Stephen Scroop, with the affiftance of the Earls 
of Ormond and Defmond and the Prior of Kilmaifi- 
ham and their followers, invaded the territory of Mac 
Murrough, the famous Iriftl chieftain, engaged him 
in battle and defeated him. Animated by this fuc- 
cefs, they advanced to Callan, in the county of 
Kilkenny, where they fought a fecond battle with the 
iri(h, in which they cut off O'Carrol, another chief- 
tain, and eight hundred of his followers. In four- 
teen hundred and eight, Lancafter refumed the go- 
vernment of Ireland. The Earl of Kildare, during 
his abfence, having broken out into rebellion, h^j 
fubdued him and threw him into prifon, where he 
remained until' he' confeffed his fauh, promifed alle- 
giance and p^id, a fine pf three hundred marks. 

The 
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The Deputy then led his forces againft the difaf-. 
fedled in Leinfter. Fortune was unpropitious to his 
4rms. He was wounded in battle and departed 
from the kingdom in difgrace. He left behind 
him to conduct the affairs of government, Butler, 
Prior of Saint John of Jcrufalem. As maintenance 
could not be provided for the Englifh forces, from 
the revenues of the ftajte, neceffity compelled them 
to have rccourfe for fupport to the exactions of 
coigne and livery. A parliament was called in 
which this grievous oppreffion was declared to be 
high treafon^ No fund being provided to render 
thi6 impofition unneceflaryy it was continued At- 
tentive to their awn rights, a law was enaded that 
the ftatutes made in England ftiould not be of forcfe 
in Ireland,, unlefs they were al)pwe4 and publilhed 
in the kingdom, by parliament- The affairs of go- 
vernment in this country were reduced to fiich 
a ftate that it now became ncceflary to difpcnfe with 
feveral articles of the ftatute of Kilkenny moft unfa- 
vourable to the natives i the Englifh were obliged 
to trade with them, they admitted them to their 
markets. The Iri(h, from their numbers and ei>- 
ereafed power, became neceflary f<5r -cultivating the 
land. How mortifying to the pride of the Englifh 
was the following circumflance. They were com- 
pelled to pay to the natives, as the price of protec-^ 
tion, a certain annual tribute called black rent. 

Henry the Fourth governed Englaijd thirteen 
years* His reign was full of trouble and inquietude. 
Before he afcended the throne he was generally be-^ 
loved J after he was exalted to that dignity, he k>ft 
his popularity. His friends, to whom he was chiefly 
indebted for it, were diffatisfied with the manner in 

which 
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"whkh he rewarded their fervices. The methods by 
which he obtained the crown, were confidered by 
great numbers as iniquitous. < Hence, one infurrec- 
tion after another difturbed his peace. He over- 
came them, but that they were founded in juftice, 
the feelings of remorfe for his conduft which embit- 
tered his moments of refleAion, were, fo his own 
heart, a convincing evidence. Had he procured the 
o-own, not by violence ^t on the principles of 
right, the murder of the late unfortunate king, to 
which he mull have been acceffary, has fixed an in- 
delible ftain upon his memory. For courage, mi- 
litary abilities and thofe qualities requifxte to the 
arts of government, he was much diftinguiflied. 

LETTER LXIL 

CERTAIN territories in France had been an-* 
nexed to the Englilh crown, from the period 
of the Norman conqueft. The acquifitions of Ed- 
ward the Third, in that kingdom, had been very 
confiderable, Richard the Second was quite incapa- 
ble of maiataining ihefe conquefls, and the fituati- 
on of Henry the Fourth was too critical to admit of 
his direfting his arms to the continent. His fon 
and fucceflbr, ttenry the Fifth, feated fe- 
curely on the throne, and of a bold enter- 
prifing genius, turned his views to France, refolved, 
that he would either recover, there, the territories of 
his forefathers, or^ die in the attempt. The mighty 
preparations neceflary to the profecution of this ardu- 
ous defign, left him little time to think of the affairs 
of Ireland. As a convincing proof of this, he ap- 
pointed Sir John Stanley viceroy of this kingdom. 

Sir 
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Sir John had borne that office before, and given evi- 
dence, by his conduft, that he was altogether unequal 
to the duties of it. The quartering of his foldiers on 
the people, for which the natives had been fo fevere- 
ly condemned, and to prevent which pradice among 
the Englilh, a. few Had been lately enadted, diftin- 
guiftied,. particularly, his fhort and difgraceful admi- 
niftration. The Archbifliop of DubHn was chofen 
in his place, to whom, in a fhort time, fucceeded 
Sir John Talbot Lord FiirnivaL Upon his arrival, 
he called together ali the forces he could colleflr, and 
marched through the ieveral diftrifts of the pale, in 
military parade. Some of the difafFedted natives 
were reduced to fubmiflton. He took Mac Mur- 
rough prifoner,,.which^ probably, was the moft im- 
portant fervrce he perforated on this occafion. It is 
faid, tha? this deputy was not remarkable either for 
juftice or d regard to the welfare of the kingdom. 
During his government, a law was enafted by the 
Englifh parliament, which^ even at this diflant pe- 
riod, muft excite our indignation. 

The miferable condition of this country, for a 
long feries of years, owing, in a great meafure, to 
the opprefiion of the Englifh, induced many of the 
natives, from time to time, to remove to En^and^ 
in order to procure more comfortable means of fup- 
port. Of thefe, no doubt, a number, particularly 
of the lower clafs, were not well behaved. Inffead 
of punifhing the offenders in the ufual way, the 
parliament of England enafted, that all thofe of the 
Irifh, fuppofed tp be irregular in their conduft, 
Ihould depart from the kingdom. This law, (hame- 
fial in itfelfj became llilt rnore injurious from being 

executed 
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executed with a degree of feverity, beyond the ori- 
ginal meaning and defign of it. 

Persons of a refpeftable ftation, even thofe who 
had gone to England for the purpofe of education, 
were driven indifcriminately from the kingdom with 
contempt. Hard indeed, that a people connefted 
to the Engli(h by fo many ties, ihould be excluded 
from the proteftion of the law, and deprived of 
thdfe privileges authorifed by cuftom ifltinemoirial^ 
and fan<ftified by the law of nations. 

Henry had made rapid progrcfs in France. At 
Agincourt, in particular, his arms were crowned 
with fhining laurels. The Irifti parliament, which 
met a ftiort time after this memorable battle, confi* 
dered the time to be favourable for laying before his 
Majefty a ftate of the kingdom, and for entreating 
a redrefs of grievances. A petition^ with this view^ 
was drawn up, but it was Hopped by the Chancellor, 
who, being too courtly to interrupt the agreeable 
feelings of the King, bjj a bufmefs of this nature^ 
refufed to affix the feal to it. Such men difgracc the 
dignity of office, and are the pefts of fociety. 

Ireland merited fome gracious marks of atten- 
tion from Henry, for, at this time, the Prior of 
Kilmainham led over to his affiftance, into France, 
fixteen hundred men. 

Fur NIVAL being called over to England, he ap- 
pointed, as his fubftitute, Richard Talbot Archbi- 
ftiop of Dublin, by whom a parliament was con- 
vened at Naas, in which a fubfidy was granted to 
his Majefty. 

The fucceeding Lieutenant of Ireland was James 
Earl of Ormond. The King gave him the following 
extraordinary powers.. He had authority not only 

to 
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to prefervc the peace, laiteand cuftoms of Ireland, 
to fummon councils j it63 'to Jhold parliaments, but 
to prorogue, adjourn and diffolve them at pleafure. 
He had authority to pardon treafons, murders, fe- 
lonies ; to infpeft thexonduft of his officers, to re- 
move them, as he thought proper, and put others 
in their place, the chancellor and treafurer excepted. 
The old Engli(h adventurers, who continued to 
fufFer by the unjuft and contemptuous treatment of 
the new fettlers, rejoiced at the appointment of 

" Ormond, as he was not only powerful but difpofed 
to do juftice and be ferviceable to his country. The 
parliament which met after his arrival, were difpofed 
to co-operate with his laudable intentions. Furni- 
val had left the kingdom largely in debt, contradted 
in his official capacity. By a law, provifion was 
made for the payment of it. A fubfflSy was like- 
wife voted and the grant accompanied by a repre- 
fentation of grievances. The fanftion of the great 
feal was not now refufed to the requeft of the com- 
mons, as the Chancellor was abfent and a fubftitute 
did the duties of his ofBce. The.^ grant was tranf^ 
mitted by the Archbifhop of Armagh and Sir Chri- 
ftopher Prefton, who alfo laid the complaint of 
grievances before his Majefty. Though it appears 
that they were not entirely overlooked, yet no 
cffeftual ftep was taken to redrefs- them. The 
evil was of a complex nature, malignant, and 
had acquired great ftrength from cuftom. Weak 
priap^chad neither Avifdom nor' ability to apply to 

'''**^''<(|gM kifig.fo ambitious as Hen- 

ry cpnllpked omer-^aiyedlis mote worthy of his at- 
tention. "^The fame pNmilitary--ia<Ghievments, the 
fplendours of victory had attra<aions,iSi his eye, not 

to 
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to be found in thofe del^grate exertions of wifdom, 
in that fteady, uniform peflisrerance, neceffary to 
reconcile the jarring interelis of a nation and to har- 
monize it's difunited parts upon the principles of 
equal juftice of reafon and found policy. 

When the arms of this prince, by a feries of rapid 
fuccefs, had penetrated into the capital of France, 
when, by the treaty of Troye, he was declared the 
heir of that kingdom, and, in confequence of it, mar- 
ried the princefs Catharine, who brought him a fon 
to inherit his extenfive dominions, he was feized by 
a diforder, at that time incurable, and forced by the 
hand of Nature to bid adieu,, for ever, to all his con- 
quefts. Seldom has there been a more ftriking in- 
ilance of the vanity of ambitious hopes, and of the 
inftability of human gr^atnefs. Henry had great 
abilities, and^ feveral amiable qualities. He was 
loved by his^^ friends, refpefted by his enemies, and 
admired by both. But ambition took the lead in his 
mind ', it was the paflioji whofe objefts engaged his 
principal attention, in which all his fchemes were 
centred, and with whole gratifications he was moft 
delighted. When he died, he was but thirty four 
years of age, ten of which he had fat upon the 
throne- 
Farewell. 

LETTER LXIII. 

IF the affairs of Ireland were neglefted by Henry 
the Fifth, the profpedt, upon his death, of their 
being properly conduced was ftill more difcourag- 
Uig. When the crown was placed upon the 
head of Henry the Sixth, his weak and un- 
fortunate 
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fortunate fucceffor, he was but nine months old, A 
war to be fupported in France, where much re- 
mained to be done by the Britifti arms, in order to 
the complete conqueft of the kingdom j the ambi- 
tion of rival and powerful borons, to which no con- 
trol from the crown could be expeaed, during the 
courfe of a long mmority, exhibited an awful pro- 
fpeft in relation to the affairs of England. What 
hopes then of happier days could we entertain in 
this negledted country ? 

The lords and commons of England appointed 
the Duke of Bedford guardian of the' kingdom, in 
preference to the Duke of Gloucefter who had been 
deftined, by the will of the Iftte king to that office. 
Henry Beaufort, Biftiop of Winchefter, the natural 
fon of John of Gaunt, was «ntrufted with the edu- 
cation of the young prince. 

The firft Lieutenant of 'Ireland, appointed by the 
new miniftry, was Edmund Mortimer Earl of Marchc 
and Ulfter who fubftituted, as his deputy, the Bi- 
(hop of Meath an Englilhman. 

A PARLIAMENT fummoncd to meet, in fourteen 
hundred and twenty three, pafied a vote, that eighty 
marks fliould be annually paid to Gerald Kevanagh 
which had been the penfion of Mac Murchad, for 
affifting to preferve the public peace. 

Mortimer having died of the plague, Furnival 
was, a fecorid tinie, made def)uty of Ireland, who 
was fucceeded by the virtuous Ormond. His former 
adminiftratlon was diftinguiftied ; it was his endea- 
vour to make the prefent conducive alfo to the pub- 
lic good. Notwithftanding, we find, from, a record 
of parliament which defcribes the limits of the pale, 

that 
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that the Englifti intereft in this country Continued 
to decline, 

During the prefent government. of OrmoncT, in 
the year fourteen hundred and thirty one, happened 
the remarkable cafe of the Prior of Lanthony. A 
judgment, in the common pleas, being removed to 
the Irifli parliament, was affirmed there; upon 
which a writ of error was fent from England; but 
the King's bench in England, would not take cpg- 
nifance to reverfe a judgment confirmed by the par- 
liament of Ireland. -In confequejice of this, the Prior 
petitioned the-King that the record might be trans- 
mitted to the Englifli Houfe of Lords, there to be' 
examined. It is not faid that there were ^ny farther 
proceedings in this caufe. We have here a decifive 
proof that the Engli(h court of King's bench confw 
dercd the powers of our parliament to be diftindt, 
fupreme and independent. That the lords did not 
then entertain different fentiments, but afted on the 
fame principles, we have great rcafon to fuppofe. 

They mull have feen, as every unprejudiced 
mind muft fee, that a nation veiled by the principles 
of the conllitution with an exclufive authority to 
make laws, mull likewife have an exclufive autbori^ 
ty to explain, apply and execute them. 

Imprudent grants and titles improperly confer^ 
red, were ever to be injurious to Ireland. James, 
having by his power and addrefs, expelled his ne- 
phew from his rights, was veiled by parliament with 
the territory and the honors of the houfe of Defmond, 
He was alfo empowered to purchafe lands to a con^ 
fidcrable extent and made governor of the counties 
of Waterford, Cork, Limerick and Kerry. Befides, 
having reprefcnted the neceffity whi^h there was of 

Vol. L R conllantly^ 
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conftantly attending his charge, and the danger^ 
when abroad, to which he was expofed, from the 
'JCing*s enemies, to vi^hofe fervice he was known to 
be a zealous friend, he obtained the uncommon pri- 
vilege of abfenting himfelf from parliament. Def- 
mond, as might have been expe^ed, abufed thefc 
powcrsj; The Deputy not being able to force him to 
obedience, was dbliged to procure a fufpenfion of 
l)oftilities, by treating with him as an independent 
chieftain. 

Abou T this time, it was enacted l>y the Irifli par- 
fiamdnt, that all ftatutes made within the realm of 
Engknd againft purveyors, Ihould be obferved, in 
all points, and executed in this kingdom. Thefe 
Englifh laws had been enafted in the reign of Rich- 
ard the Second and in the preceding reigns, but 
were of no poAver here until flampt with the fanc- 
tion of our legiflature. 

A CAUSE determined the twentieth year of this 
reign dderves notice. Every tranfadion merits par- 
ticular attention, which tends to illuftrate and afcer- 
tain the privileges of our country. John Pilkihg- 
ton brought a fcire facias againft a certain perfon, to 
(hew why letters patent by which the King had 
granted an crffice'to him (hould not be repealed, as 
the faid Pilkington had the fame office granted him 
by former letters patent, to occupy by himfelf or 
his deputy. Upon which, the defendant pleaded, 
that the land of Ireland, time out of memory, had 
been fevered from the realm of England ; ruled by 
cuftoms and laws of it's own. That it hath a par- 
liament fiimmoned by due authority, veiled with a 
power of making ftatutes, by which parliament it 
was ordained, that every one who held an office in 

faid 
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faici land^ before a certain day, (hall occupy it by 
himfclf or forfeit it ; that Pilkington occupied faid 
office by a deputy, for which, it was forfeited. Five 
judges argued upon this caufe, three of whom gave 
judgment in favour of the defendant. In the! courfc 
of the argument, two of the judges declared that 
Un Englifli ftatute fent to Ireland, by the King, un- 
xler his great feal, does not bind it, except it be ap- 
proved by the Irifti parliament, which was not denied 
by the other judges. 

Even the beft of men are not exempted from 
ingratitude and injurious treatment. Though Or- 
mond merited the love of all, he had enemies. 
Thefe mifreprefented him to the King, who being, 
in confequence, prejudiced againft him, ordered him 
to relinquifli the government of Ireland and to vin- 
dicate his conduft, in his prefence. Infpired by a 
fenfe of conicious integrity, Ormond fummoned to 
Drogheda a meeting of the nobility and gentry. 
To them, in prefence of the agents fent from Eng- 
land to recall him, he applied, ^whether as deputy 
of Ireland he had merited the accufation of his ene- 
mies. The affembly bore a very honourable tefti- 
mony to the virtuous unexceptionable manner in 
which he had difcharged the duties of his office. 
Henry was fatisfied for the prefcnt, but, fome time 
after, his accufers had the addrefs to carry their . 
point. Ormond was recalled and the Earl of Shrewf- 
bury fubftituted in his place. 

Shrewsbury held a parliament at Trim, by 
which a few fumptuary laws were enafted, 
to check a tafte for expence which was be- '' 

ghining to appear, very inconfiftent with the prefent 
impoverilhed ftate of the kingdom. Some ftatutes 
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were likcwife enafted with a view to the public 
peace. One of them was moft unjuft. By it, any 
of the denized natives who ftiouid kill or rob, might 
be ufed as an Irifli enemy and flain. That is, a 
native by his charter of denization was entitled to 
the privileges of Englifli law and. yet might be pu- 
niftied for an offence, even to the lofs of life, with- 
out being allowed the benefit of either judge or jury. 
The Deputy entefed into the views and fenti- 
ments of the faftion which had been fo unfriendly 
to Ormond ; having been fupported by them during 
his government, on his return to England, he fup- 
ported them in their renewed efforts to injure him 
with the King ; but Henry, naturally gentle in his 
difpofition and probably convinced of the innocence 
of Ormond, protefted him againft the malevolence 
of his enemies. This, as Do6tor Leland very juftly 
obferves, appears to have laid the foundation of that 
attachment to the family of Plantagenet for which 
the Butlers were afterwards fo diftinguiflied. 

Farejvell. 

LETTER LXIV. 

A RIVAL was now about to appear as a compe* 
titor with the Plantagenets for the Britifli 
throne. That family derived their claim from John 
of Gaunt, fourth fon of Edward the Third. Richard 
Duke of York, defcended from Clarence, the elder 
brother of John, had been, on more than one occafion, 
regent of France, where he fupported the intereft of 
his country with confiderable dignity and reputation. 
Difcontented with the manner in which he was treat- 
ed by the Englifh court, he adopted a mode of con- 

duft 
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duft which raifed fufpicions in thp mind of Henry, 
or rather, in his ambitious queen^ that he intended tQ 
aflert his title to the crown. To place him in a fitua- 
tion Icfs favourable to fuqh a defign feemcd highly- 
expedient; With this view, it was refolved to make 
him lord lieutenant of Ireland. He was pofFciKed* 
of the earldom of Ulfter in this kingdom and cf 
a very cxtenfive eftatc which defcended to him, by 
the mother*s fide, from Lionel third fon of Edward 
the Third, who, you remember, married the only 
daughter -and heireft of Dc Burgo, Earl of Ulfter. 
As an additional motive to induce Richard to come 
over to this kingdom, his powers were enlarged be- 
yond what wcafe ever entrufted to any formier yice-. 
roy. 

Thus encouraged, York came to Ireland as de- 
puty. He had already indulged the fecret hope of 
placing himfelf upon the Englilh throne. His con^ 
nexions in this country and the additional powers 
annexed to his office were circumftances which he 
determined to improve in fuch a manner as to render 
them conducive to his wifties. To conciliate the af- 
feftions of the people, he treated all who approached 
him with aflfability and p)olitenefs. Amidft the oppo- 
lite pretenfions of rivat chieftains, he was obliging 
to each, but gave the preference to none. Ormond 
and Defmond were competitors for pre-eminence;, 
both of thefe lords he engaged for fponfors to his fon 
Clarence, who was at this time born. This was a 
mafter ftroke of poKcy. 

EocHAGAK an Irifh chieftain invaded Meath. 
York marcli^ to oppofe him. The matter fpeedily 
ended in an accommodation. What a pity that men 
anima^ted by the love of liberty and a high fenfe of 
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their natural independence ftiould ever have been 

deprived of it ! Says Eochagan, on returning home 

to his friends, '' I have given peace to the King's 

Lieutenant." 

On every treaty with the infurgents, the Deputy 
teftified a ftrift regard for juftice. By thefe means, 
he acquired a high degree of popularity. 

In two fucceflivc parliaments, by his influence, 
afts were paffed very beneficial to the kingdom and , 
favourable to the privileges of the fubjedt. The 
exadioh of coigne and livery was forbidden, and, 
as a provifion for the king's forces in place of it, it 
Was enadted that every portion of land of the value 
of ten pounds, fliould be obliged to fumifli and 
maintain an archer on horfeback. He alfo was em- 
powered by law to call upon the king's vaflals, 
when occafion required, according to the principles 
upon which they held their tenures. 

Some circumftances had arifen which excited 
more ftrongly, the fufpicions of the queen and her 
party, with refpedk to the defigns of York. As his 
fcheme was not yet ripe for execution, it was neccf- 
fary to remove them. For this purpofe, he fet off 
for London, eluded the vigilance of his enemies who 
had been ftationed on the coaft of Wales to prevent 
his landings appeared in the prefencc of the King, 
and fatisfied him in refpedt to his intentions. 

With a view to gain his favourable opinion, the 
Deputy on his departure, had left, as his fubftitute, 
the Earl of Ormond, a fincere and zealous friend of 
the houfe of Plantagenet. Ormond being recalled 
to England was fucceeded in the government of Ire- 
land, firft by the Archbifhop of Armagh and then, 
upon his death^ by Sir Edward Fitz Eiiftace. By this 

time 
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time diforders beg^n to encreafe, in feverai parts of 
the kingdom. O'Connor, one of the infurgents^ 
made incurfions into the territory of KildiMre. Being 
furprized by the Deputy and attempting to e£cape, 
his horfe threw him to the ground. A fpn by his 
fide, watching the fefety of his fether, flew . to lus 
fuccour and remounted him ; but again he had the 
misfortune to fall. Begone my child, cried O'Con* 
nor, and take care of your own prefervation. The 
other refufed and entreated his parent to mount once 
more, and endeavour to efcape from his enemies. 
More anxious for his fon thaa his own fafety, the 
father would toot comply, and, in the midft of this 
interefting and amiable conteft, wis taken prifoner* 
The heart poffefled of fuch exquifite feelings of natu«r 
ral affedion, one ihould imagine, was fcarcely capa* 
ble of a crime. O'Connor, in the prefent inftance, 
had committed no crime, even m the eyes of the 
Deputy,* who, having examined his offence, fe^md 
it to be trivial and fet him at liberty- 

In a parliament held by Fitz Euftace, it was en- 
adted that there ihould be no appeals to England, 
except in cafes where there was ft charge of treafon 
againft the King's perfon ; but if the plaintiflf f^Ied 
of his proof, he (hould pay damages to the defen- 
dant, befides a confiderable fine. 

By this time, York had openly avowed his pre- 
tenfions to the crown, taken up arms and defeated 
the King's forces at Saint Albans. In this engage- 
ment, Somerfet, the general of the royal army, was 
Hain and Henry taken prifoner. The Briti(h par^ 
liament, which met upon this occafion, conftituted the 
Duke, lord protedtor of England, who, to fupport 
his intcreft in this kingdom, where he had already 

many 
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many' friends, appointed the Earl of Kildare viceroy. 
Kildare was one of his mod faithful adherents ; he 
was befidcs a particular favourite with the old Eng- 
lifti fettlcrs. This circumftance greatly conduced 
to preferve his authority. None gave uncafmefs to 
his government, except the Butlers, who were warm 
partiztos of the oppcfite caufe. Them he reduced 
to obedience. 

The profpeft of York began now to wear a more 
unfavourable afpeft. At Blore Heath, being de- 
ferted by his army, he was obliged to fly to Ireland. 
Here he met with a moft cordial reception. He was 
treated with every mark of honor and refpedt ; his 
authority as chief governor was recognifed. Thofe 
of every order, almoft unanimoufly, determined to 
maintain his caufe, at the rifquc of their lives and 
fortunes. 

Wmrs were franfmittedf from England for ap- 
prehending all who declared in his favour ; York 
not only had influence fufficient to control their exe- 
cution, but to procure from the Irifti parliament a 
law to prevent, eflfedlually, fuch attempts in future. 
Other adts were likewife paflcd highly in his favour. 
They confirmed the patent by which he held his 
office as viceroy. They made it capital for any one 
to attempt his life. To prevent the interference of 
the Englifti parliament in refpeft to thefe, or any 
other of their laws, the independence of Ireland, oA 
any foreign legiflature, was declared in the moft ex- 
prefs terms. Upon this principle^ they made it 
penal for any perfon to appeal from the decifion of 
an Irifti court of law to any of the courts of law in 
JEngland. 

After 
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After the battle of Blore Heath, Warwick, the 
Duke of York's zealous partizan, efcaped to France, 
where he coUedled a confiderable force, with which 
he returned to England, and being reinforced 
by a number of the friends of the fame caufe ^' ; 
prepared to receive him, he engaged the royal army 
at Northampton and obtained a compleat vidtory. 
When the Duke heard of this favourable turn in his 
affairs, he fet off immediately for England to ani* 
mate his adherents by his prefence and by nearly 
'five thoufand men who followed his ftandard from 
Ireland. At Wakefield he was attacked by the ene- 
my with a force much fuperior. He was routed and 
fell upon the field of battle- 

The prefence of a governour fo juft, fo prudent 
and amiable as the Duke of York, preferved Ireland 
in a ftate of unufual tranquility: Upon liis death, 
with whom perifhed more than two thoufand of the 
Englifli who had accompanied him from this coun- 
try, the natives renewed their former infurredtions. 
In their feveral diftridts, the Englilh fettlers, having 
np force adequate to their proteftion, were obliged 
to acknowledge the independence of the Irifli chief- 
tains and to pay them, for their fecurity, the ufual 
tribute. 

Whilst the unhappy difpute continued, re- 
ipedting the Englifli crown, betwixt the families of 
York and Lancafter, the reins of government in Ire- 
land, at no period regularly conduced, were more 
than ufually relaxed. Our deputies, being left in a 
great meafure to thcmfclves, feized the opportunity for 
gratifying their avarice and ambition. Parliaments 
were often called by them for the purpofe of enrich- 
ing themfelvcs and their friends by the impofmg of 

taxes 
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taxes on the people. As a reftraint upon their ra- 
pacity, a law, to be in force three years, was en- 
atted, that it (hould not be in the power of a chief 
governour to fummon a parliament more frequently 
than once in a year* 

FarewelL 

LETTER LXV. 

VI GT O R Y at Wakefield, where the Duke of 
York was flain, having declared in favour of 
Margaret of Anjou, opened to her a fair profpeft of 
^ retrieving her pall misfortunes. It brighten- 
ed- Near Saint Albans, (he obtained a fecond 
triumph over the army of York commanded by the 
Earl of Warwick, Shert fived were her hopes. At 
Santon, Warwick obtained a decifive vidtory, and 
Edward, eldeft fon of the Duke of Yprk, was placed 
on the throne. Upon his acceffion, the Earl of Kil- 
dare, appointed to the office by the Irifb council^ 
was confirmed lord juftice of this kingdom. Shortly 
after, the Duke of Qarence,, was created for life, 
viceroy of Ireland. Vidlory too often enflaraes re- 
fentment and triumphs over the beft propenfities of 
the heart. The Earl of Ormond, a fteady friend 
of the family of Plantagenet, had died in England 
by the hand of the executioner. Our parliament 
Jmitating this fhameful example of inhumanity, at- 
tainted feveral lords and a number of the family oi 
Butler, as guilty of high treafon- Sir John Butler, 
reprefentative of the houfe of Ormond, being fo im- 
prudent as to engage to difadVantage the troops of 
the Earl of Defmond, was entirely defeated^ His 
towns and territories became a prey to the conque- 

rors. 
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rors. In reward of this fucceCsfuI .effort againft the 
only attempt of confequence made in this country 
in favour of the houfe of Lancafter, Edward created 
Defmond lord lieutenant of Ireland. Never before 
had an Irifli chieftain obtained this honor. He was 
delighted with it. But a cloud foon darkened the 
rssreeable profpedt which it prefenfed to his view. 

Petit, an ancient ^nglilh fettler, made incurfions 
into the territories of Melachlin, a branch of an Irifli 
fept diftinguilhed by their confequence in Munfter. 
Melachlin collected forces, repulfed the invader and 
kept his army together for the annoyance of his ene- 
mies. This was confidered by the deputy as an in- 
fult upon his authority. He attacked Melachlin m 
battle. Fortune deferted his ftandard. He was 
defeated and taken prifoner. One of Melachlin's 
leaders, on this occafion, was the fon of O'Connor, 
who, when his father was expofed in battle to the 
moft imminent danger, had exerted himfelf for his 
fafety with fuch tender and generous fenfibility. Once 
more he appears to us in a diftinguiftied and amiable 
point of view. Young O'Connor remembred with 
gratitude the kindnefs with which his father had been 
treated by a former deputy and determined to return 
the obligation to Defmond. He took him under his 
protection with a number of his followers, preferved 
them from infult and was the means of their being 
reftored to liberty. 

This affair leffened the Deputy in the opinion of 
the natives. They made incurfions into Munfter 
and even threatened an invafion of the pale. To 
avert this danger, Defmond entered into la treaty 
with them, the terms of which were not favourable 
to his authority, 

He 
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He was now obliged to defend himfelf from an at- 
tack of a different nature. From the time, in par- 
ticular, of his being created deputy, he had many- 
enemies. Thefe refolved to embrace the prefent 
opportunity of gratifying their refentment. Thejr 
reprefentcd to the king that Defmond was difloyaf, 
and an oppreffor of his fubje£ts ; that inftead of op- 
pofmg his enemies with fphrit ha had purchafcd peace 
by difhonourable treaties. 

Aparltawent fummoned to Wexford, probabljr 
fofruftrate this accufatibn, tranfmitted an addrefe to 
Edward, in which, they entreated him to pay no 
regard to any accufations made to him of the de- 
puty, affuring his majefty that he had been a zealous 
and a fuccefsfel oppofer of his enemies of the Or- 
mond faftion and well qualified for difcharging with 
propriety the duties of his officer Thus fupported, 
Befmond paffed over into England, vindicated his 
character, and returned triumphant 

To fecure the favour of the King, whofe interpo- 
fition in his behalf had faved him from deftrudion, 
he refolVed to exert himfelf, in fuppwt of' the Eng- 
lifh intereft ir> this kingdonr*. 

It has been mentioned that numbers of Irirti had 
continued to live in different parts of the pale. Par- 
liament, now determined that they (hould, in a year, 
become liegemen of the king; that they muft 
^^^5' lake Englifh furnames and wear the Englifh 
garb. Defmond, had not tlmt attachment to the 
rights of the natives which^, as an Irifh chieftain^^ 
might have been expefted. Befides this encroach- 
ment on their privile^es^ they had experienced, foon 
after his appointment to the government, an aft of 
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arbitrary power in the Icgiflaturc difgraceful to juf- 
tice and Ihocking to every fentiment of humanity. 

In fourteen hundred and fixty three, the parlia- 
ment had enadted, that any of the natives, without 
legal procefs, might be killed, if engaged in Healing ' .,) 
or robbing, provided they had no pcrfons in their 
company cloathed in Englifti apparel. 

Ths parliament of fourteen hundred and fixty 
five was diftinguifhed by a law which enadted that 
all ftatutes made by authority of the parliament of 
England be ratified and confirmed and held in full 
force in Ireland from the fixth of March preceding. 

At this period. Earl Rivers, father-in-law, to the 
King, was dignified with the office of Lord High 
Chancellor pf England. To make way for this pro- * 
motion, Tiptoft, Earl of Worcefter, was created, 
with extcnfiye power. Deputy of Ireland. Before 
him the enemies of Defmond renewed their com- 
plaints. Tiptoft gave them a favourable hearing. 
In a parliament met at Drogheda, und^r the irtfluence 
of the oppofite fadlion, not only Defmond, but the 
Earl of Kildare and Edward Plunket, on account of 
various crimes and mifdemeanours, were attainted 
of hightreafon. Kildare «fcaped. Defmond^ through 
the violence of his enemies, loft his head upon the 
fcaffold. Kildare went immediately to England. 
In the prefenee of the King he complained of this 
injuries he had received. Edward admitted him to 
favour and at his Majefty's defire, the Irifli par- 
liament reverfed his attainder. From the condition 
of a ftate criminal in which his life had been expofcd 
to imminent danger, he was vefted with the dignity 
of Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, and Tiptoft, recalled 
t& England and condemned of partiality and iajut 
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tice^ paid for his mifcondudk the forfeit of his life by 

a public execution. 

Farewell. 

LETTER LXVI. 

THE friends of Henry, by a new and vigorous 
exertion, placed him once more on the throne. 
This tranfient viciflitude ended in the death of that 
unfortunate prfnce, and in replacing the crown on 
the head of Edward, which he now was permitted to 
wear without difturbance'or ifiterruption. 

At the meeting of the Irifti parliament, in four- 
teen hundred and feventy four, a law was enadted 
• "by which it was exprcfsly declared, that laws made 
in England (hould not be of force -in Ireland unlefs 
allowed and puBlilhed in this kingom by parfiament. 
This memorable ftatute fprung from the noble fpirit 
which claimed for life at firft a diftinft and indepen- 
dent conftitufion, which procured for us the privi- 
leges of Magna Charta, and which now guarded with 
jealoufy againft any defigns the Englifti Icgiflature 
might entertain of breaking down the facred bul- 
warks of our liberty, by extending their laws to Ire- 
land. 

The fame parliament eftablifned what was called 
the fraternity of Saint George. This inftitution con- 
fifted of thirteen principal officers, at the head of 
whom was placed a captain, whofe power, having 
fubfifted for a year, was tranfmitted to a fucceiTor 
and confined to the fame period- Thefe officers had 
under their command two hundred archers, with 
authority to call together fuch additional auxiliaries 
as any fudden emergence might render neceflary. 

On 
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On the anniverfary of Saint George, they were to 
meet together, annually, in the capital, to preferve 
and invigorate the principles of their inftitution, of 
which the proteftion of the pale was the primary 
objed. This fraternity continued until the tenth 
year of the reign of Henry the Seventh. 

The family of Kildarc had now profpercd, for 
fomc time, without interruption. But it's fecurity 
began to be endangered from the growing influence 
at court of John Earl of Ormond. Upon the de- 
preflion of his houfe, that nobleman had fled to Eng- 
land, and, by a graceful exterior and f)olite manners, 
ftrongly recommended hlmfelf to Edward, who was 
one of the moft accomplifhed princes in Chriften- 
<lom. His partizans in this kingdom began to reco- 
ver their fpnrits. They looked forward with the 
pleafing expectation of better day^s, and were not 
difeppointed- Kildare was removed from the go- 
vernment, a friend of Ormond fubftituted in his 
place, and the aft of attainder which had been pafled 
againft his family repealed, by a new parliament de- 
voted to his intereft. 

The Biftiop of Meath, fome time before ap- 
pointed deputy of Ireland, held a parliament in Dub- 
lin, by which, among other laws, it was enaded, 
that any Englifliman, injured by a native, not ame- 
nable to law, might reprize himfelf upon the whole 
fept or nation. In this manner, to punifli the inno- 
cent for the crimes of the guilty, was a new and a 
more flagrant inftance of the unjuft treatment which 
the unfortunate people of this country had received 
from the Englifli, in almoft every tranfadion with 
them, from the time they firft invaded Ireland. 

Violent 
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Violent difputes continued betwixt the family 
of Kildare and the Butlers. Lately, the latter had 
acquired the afcendance ; they retained it but a fliort 
time. Gerald Earl of Kildare was created juftice ; his 
honor in like manner was tranfient. But after having 
oppofed the authority of Lord Gcey, appointed de- 
puty by the King, and fome changes taken place 
among the ruling powers, he was reinftated in his 
ofSce and eftabliftied his power on a pretty folid 
foundation. By giving his fifter in marriage to Con, 
the fon of O'Nial of Ulfter, he attached to his 
family one of the mod powerful chieftains in the 
kingdom. 

The revenue of Ireland was, at this time, fo mife- 
rably reduced as fcarcely to be fufficient for de- 
fraying the expence, as ^e arc told by Cox^ of a 
hundred and twenty horfemen, the whole ftanding 
force with which Kildare was furniflied for fupport- 
ing the authority of government. 

Edward the Fourth died the twenty ninth of 
April, fourteen hundred and eighty three, in the 
twenty third year of his reign. He was fond of 
parade, ftained his charafter by feveral acffcs of cru- 
elty; was ftrongly addided to fenfual pleafure and 
undiftinguiftxed by either prudence or virtue. 

Adieu. 

LETTER LXVir. 

ON the demife of the King, his young fon Ed- 
ward was proclaimed his fucceffor. His uncle 
Richard Duke of Gloucefter, by bribery, cunning 
and addrefs, arts of which he was perfe<ftl39rmafter, 
had himfelf appointed Lord Prote^ftor of England. 

In 



OP Ireland: g^t 

In bis perfoh, Richa^ wfts thfe caricahir^ o( defor- 
mity. In the qualities of his mind, nanc of the hir- 
man Hind was ever more ocfidus and detfelfeble. He 
was ait infemous hypocrite and his heart bid defiance 
not oftfy to the common obfigations of jnftice and 
of honor, but to «ivary fentiment of natural affec- 
tion and every feeling of humanity. His royal ne- 
phew wiirii his teother,' whofe- tender ige mtgfit have 
excited in him fome conipaffion^ fell- viaims to his 
cruelty. The chief obltedes to the gratification of 
his ambitious views hbittgtHus removed, he afccnd- 
ded the throne. 

With refpeft^ to Ireland, a trktift<5fibn happened 
in the fecdnd year of the reign of Riichkrd, which 
merits notice: Certain traders of Waterford flipped 
Rierdiandlfes of the rtapie, intending to carry theni 
to Slukfe in Flanders, contrary to an Englifh ftatute* 
of Henry the Sixth, by whbh it was'enafted, that 
all fuch merchandlleis of the kingdom of finglanct 
and of the countries of Ireland and Wales ftould be 
tranfported to Calais ai^d no where dfe. The trea- 
furer of Calais fcized' the fliip. Upbtt a petition of 
the merchants of Waterfprd to the King alid council 
for redrefs, the juftices- werfe affembled in the exche- 
quer chamber' for* their opinion. The chief point to 
be Gonfidered, was, " If towns corporate in Ireland 
and other inhabitants of that couritry (hall be hound' 
by ftatutfes tmdt in England.'' The rcfult of their 
deliheKrtion wa*s, " That the land of Irdand, in 
itfeif, had a parliameht and all other courts, as in 
Engl»id': And' by t^ fame parliament doth make 
and change la*svs aiidare not' bound by the ftatlites 
of England^ beca^fe they have not therein knights of 
psriiamedt,'*' tp vMch they add, ** Bixt this is to be 

Vql. L S underftpod 
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.underllood of lands and things in the land only t# 
be affected, but (he perfons are the King's Tubjedts^ 
and, as fubje^, are to be bound by any thing done 
cut of Ireland agairift the ftatute, as the inhabitants 
of Calais, Oafcoine, <juines ; and likewife (hall be 
obedient to the admiral of England, with refpect to 
things done upon the -Tea/' 

The former part of this opinion, which denies 
that the Englifh iegiflature has any authority to bind 
this country internally, hi agreeable to the rights of 
our c6nftitution ; the latter part, which claims a 
power in Britain to bind us externally, leads to x 
flagrant violation of it. If England, with refpeft to 
tis, had an absolute domioion over the fea, if fhe 
could reflate our trade at pleecfure, if our commer- 
cial privileges were fubjcft to her control, then Iriftir 
men, in a matter cffential to their happiness and pro- 
fperity, would luive no pretenfions to freedom. Te 
a nation fuch as ours, depending upon foreign trade 
for fo many of the neceifaries and the comforts of 
fife, a power of making laws confined within the 
limits of the land, is but as it were the fhadow of 
liberty. Would not an authority of reftraining us 
in matters of gn external nature acquiefced in and 
acknowledged, be always cxercifed to our difadvan- 
tage upon all occafions of competition ? By the fa- 
cred unalienable rights of men; by the great charter 
of nature and of compadt, we are a free and inde- 
pendent people, therefore mull evef reprobate the 
idea of b^eing fubjed, either to an internal or external 
control by the Iegiflature of Britain or any other 
nation under heaven- United with England as fub- 
jeds of the fame king, but poffeffed, without the 
Icafl poiTible exception, pf di&ind aii4 feperate con* 

fiitutbnsp 
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ftitutioiis, we may with the fame reafon, with die 
fame juftice and good faith prefume, in any inflance 
and Tinder whatever poffible defcription^ to make laws 
to bind her, as that (he fliould prefume to make 
laws to bind us. Every Irilhman fliouid have this 
convifMon engraven upon his heart in indelible cha- 
rafters. You have, feen that this glorious principle, 
on every occafion, animated the breafts and influ- 
enced the conduct of our anceftors. And would it 

-not be a (hameful degeneracy in their pofterity not 
to imitate fo noble and fo laudable an example ? 

Richard was too bufily engaged in oppofing 
his enemies and in endeavouring to eftablifh his 

"ufurpcd authority, to pay any particular attention 
to the affairs of Ireland. He continued as depu« 
ty, Gerald Earl of Kildare. In fourteen hundred 
and eighty three, he held a parliament, which 
was twice affembled the following year. Neither 

* the afts of thefe parliaments, upon record, or any 
other tranfaftion of his government merits atten^ 
tion. 

It was not to be fuppofed that Richard could 
long fit upon a throne which he had purchafed^ by a 

• ferics of deteftable villainies. Buckingham, the dupe 
of his own ambition and the inftrument employed by 
the King, in executing his abominable fchemes, un* 
fortunately experienced that the heart, which heard 
not the voice of juftice and humanity, was a ftrangcr 
to gratitude. Richard defrauded him of the promif- 
ed reward of his fervices. Buckingham rebelled and 

' endeavoured to ftrip him of the crown. This oppo» 
fition was but the beginning of his troubles. Rich- 
mond, a furviving heir to the pretenfions of the houfe 
#f Lancafter^ landed in England with an army, en-» 

S z countered 
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^c6untefed and flew Richard in battle at BofworA, 
on the twenty fecond of Auguft fourteen hundred 
and eighty five. Upon this fortvnate event, he 
mounted the throne by tlie name and title! of Henry 
the Seventh. His marriage with Elizabeth, daugh- 
ter of Edward the Fourth, united the clainis of the 
houfes of -York and Lancafter, whofe competition 
for the crown, had, for a feries of years, deluged 
England w'rth inundatians of blood. 

AdicH. 

L E T T E /R LXVIII. 

THE revolution that pkced Henry on the 
throne was by no nieans agreeable to the lead- 
ing families of Ireland, all. of whom, Ormond and 

, his connexions excepted, had been warmly attached 
to tTie houfe of York, Henry, who had a mind too 
exalted to be inftueticed by refentment, and who 

. was one of the wifeft of princes, took meafures the 
moft efFeftual for gaining the affeftions of thofe who 
were hoftile to his interoft. Whilft his friends, the 
family of Ormond and of DefnK)nd, were reftored to 
their honours and eftate, Kildare was continued de- 
puty and the other officens of ftate permitted to rc- 

. tain their employments. 

But neither he nor his connexions felt, as they 
ought, this unmerited kindnefs. They ftill aded 
on the feme principles. Henry fufpe(5ted Kildare, 
and^ to prevent him froni purfui;ig fchemes inimi- 
cal to his authority in Iretod, ordered him to repair 
to England, under colour of receiving information 
concerning the affairs of this country, Kildare pe- 
netrated the defign and eluded the command, by 

procuring 
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proctiriHg^ a rcprcfcntation to his Majefty, that the 
prefent ftate of Ireland would not admit of the ^b- 
fence of the Lord Deputy • 

In England, the numerous partizana of the houfe - 
of York^ notwithflanding the marriage of Henry 
with Elizabeth^ were mucll difpl^Afed with the late > 
revolution. Their difcontcnts daily muttiplied* 
Richard Simon, a Frieft of Oxford, ambitiot^s and 
cnterprifing, rcfolved to take advantage of them.; 
Seizing the prefent oppdcttmity^ as moft favourable 
for the execution of a icheme, "which, for foifie. 
time, he had been employed infringing to maturir 
ty, he held forth to public view one Lambert Stnv 
i\el, who, as the Earl rf Warwick, juft escaped 
from the towerv cfaimed a right tQ the crowp. He, 
had been adnwrabty inftrufted and was wcl^quali-' 
fied for the ptiTpofcv, His mein, his addref?, with 
his converfitt4on,> were fuited, with great Tflropriety, 
to the parr he had to. «ft. 

In Eng]xn^i tYm danng impofture would fooQ: 
have been difeOTiertd. - » 

The Diike' of Clarence^ reputed father of this 
prctctidcr to Royalty, had. bem born in Ireland, of 
which he was wideroy for noany years. Befides, the 
warm attachment .of the pcopk hfcre to the family 
of York, would «ndcr them mofe liable; to be dc^ 
ccived, oUt the prefcRt;C!Ccafioii. For tbefls reafons^ 
Ireland Was fi%id upon forvAe theatre on which 
young Simnel fhouW make his firft appearance. 
Kildare, who^ we may fuppofc^ had been prepared 
for the bufmeCs^ gave Sknnel, on his arrival, the 
moft honourable reception. The intelligence was 
every where received widi joy and with mutual con- 
gratulations. . : ;;.,.: 

S g The 
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Th£ Deputy and council admitted the evidence 
in favour of the identity of his perfon as indubitable. 
Jlis title to the crown was recognized and he was' 
proclaimed king by the name of Edward the Sixth. 
The family of the Butlers^ a few others^ with th6 
city of Watcrford, alone continued in their allegi- 
ance to Henry. 

Op thofe who warmly elpoufed the cauft of Sim- 
nel was Margaret of York, Dirtchefs dowager of Bur- 
gandy and filler of Edward riie Fourth- She rejoiced 
in the hope that the prefent occafion would turn out 
favourable to the wifhes of thofe who wefe interefted 
in the fortunes of her family* By her influence and 
the exertions of her friends, two thoufend well difci- 
plined troops were fent ovei? to Ireland, in fupport 
of the pretenfions of SimneL Thus encdiuaged, the 
caufe of the impoftor in this country proipered 
apace. All oppofition ce^fcd and he was crowned 
with due folemnity. Parliaments were fummoned 
and all the various departments dF goterfiment con- 
duced in his name. It being with diffieuky that the: 
forces collefted for executing this mad enterprife 
vrtre fiirniflied with the means of fubiiftence, and| 
the friends of Simnel being filled with fen^uine 
hopes of fiiccefs, it was refolded to remove the fcen^ 
of aftion to England. ' Having done every thing 
poffible to encreafe their ftrength, which by this 
time was beconie pretty confiderable, and having 
made every neceffary preparation," tHey took Clip- 
ping and landed on the coaft of Lancafhire where 
they were joined by. Sir Thomas Broughton and hi^ 
friends. 

Upon hearing of this extraordinary bufinefs, Heib^ 
ry had ufed proper means for deteding the impof- 

A •' turc. 
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turc. He took the real Warwick, from prifon, 
where he had been for fome time confined, and 
(hewed him publickly to the people. He alfb pro- 
cured a buU from the Pope by which Simnel was 
declare^ to be a cheats and his adherents excommiK 
nicated. 

Finding, however^ that Smnel had the audacity 
to perfevere, hj le4 his forces to the North where the 
infurgents wer^. priqcip^Hy coHeAed, and having 
vanqui(hed toy el, one df their moft aftive partizans, 
he engaged the impofter ^t Stoke, in the county of 
Nottingham, where aU his ibprt-lived honors pe*f 
riftied. 

The King look him prifipner, but as he wgu; only 
the weak, ifjjcooficieratc tool of a party^ Hei^ry in- 
flidted on him no other pumihment, than to reduce 
him, |€tr the remainder of life, tQ a ftatlon fuitable 
to his prigiiial iinlignifiq^iicc^ 

Thb people of Ireland, who, from the pains ta-r 
ken to deceive them, <£d not difcpyei tiU too late 
the Ihaitiefiil impofliirei, began now ta tremble for 
the confequ^ncesof their foUy, To avoid the im- 
pending danger, they caft themfelves upon the 
mercy of the King, and promifed that in future they 
would, preferve their alleg^nee, inviokible. 

In England, diflktisfacaion with the prefent govern* 
me.nt was only fapprel][cd for a time, not extinguiihed. 
The gfliftatnc^ pf KiWare and of the infurgents who 
were; very numerous, .w^ noceffary to preferve the 
peace of this kingdom from being difturbcd by the 
hoftile defigna of the natives. Henry therefoirc with 
a policy, and moderation highly to his honor accepted 
of the .£ubniiirK>n of the Irifli rebels, Kildare was 
even at prdeAt wptinued in office. However, fome 

time 
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tkne after Henry thouglit it expedient to tend avcf 
Edgecombe^ a confidential fervant, wrth five hun- 
dbred men, ±o fecure the fidefity of his Jrfffi fubjcds. 
EdgecQcnbe elcecuted his .coirti^iiflioh wi^' prodencc 
and integrity. In a pfogmfe^which he inade tfirough 
feveral parts of the country^ he took an oath-of alle- 
giance from the BoUHiffy,^ gentry and 'citizens. To 
the people ot WaierfeA-dtte paid the cortipKrhehfs to 
which they xvgDe etiiitfcd for -tlfeir loyalty. Previous 
to this, in cbmmon with dtherfi who' fed retained 
<heir allegiart^e, they had received *he iCiftg-s thanks 
and been honored WitfH' new privHeges, 'The lenity 
with which the malecontehts had been treated by 
Henry, efpecaally^ tus perfntttin^ them to retain 
oflScesiDf ftatey give imuch offirnce, to the Butlers in 
larticular, who tltought their foyak^* deferred a 
more fufaitahfial reward tha7( ihere AanW. To 
quiet thefe jealoufies, the King fcnt for tlie leading 
men to conirt, treated' them with kindnefs Jirid»took 
pains to cecoociie the ^liffcrenoe. The rhatt^f was 
at prefent cornpromiifed. Kildare and his friends 
were continued in the departments of gorefmnent. 
As they: were vaftly ftiore niimeroui aftd powerful 
than :the bppofitie party, had they fe^en difmifled 
from their employrtieilts, tfee greatfeft dt%a£HoflS 
inuft havfcbeen the cbrrfequence. 
. bxj R iNtJ thefe tranfkaioiis, the Earl of Deftlfond, 
quite difengagcd from public ^afFairs, ad^d, in all re- 
fpedfej within tfie ruiutsaf/hiscowntertttdry, as an 
independent chieftain. 

In the North, 6*Nial had ertdwtlroamd toUieprive 
Tirconnei'of Tir Ou^eri bf liis ihdepeifidencft. With 
an-aifumed air of fup^riomy^ a mefibn^er, in hiet 
name, deiiverisd to Hm thiS' mandate^ " fe*i mc tri- 

butC) 
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kite^ t^ elfc.** ** I owe you no tribute/* returned 
the spirited Tirconncl, " and if." This laconic dig- 
nity wus, in a ftrikmg manner, charlfterillic of the 
free ifldepchdent principles which animated the Irilh 
chieftains. CNial and Tirconnel, <::ontinued their 
quarrel to the great di&dvant'age and misfortune o^ 
both parties. 

farewell. 

L E T T E K LXIX. 

IN tite year fourteen hundred ^ild ninety two, the 
Earl of Kildaf e was removed from the office . of 
deputy to make room for the Archbiftiop of Dublin, 
and Sir Janies fiutter was made trerfurer in the place 
of the Baron of Portfcfter. Thefe and other changes 
of the miniftry were ocfcafioned by the alarm of an 
infurreftion wMch threatened once more to difturbi 
the government of Henry. The fate of Lambert 
Simtiel -might have eitinguTlhed the hopes of the 
partizans of the houfe' of York ; but they were de- 
termitied to piirfde tliieir objeft' while the leaft poffi- 
bilitytif'fuccefs remained. Encouraged by the per- 
feyering refentment of the Dutchefs of Burgandy, 
they fpread a report that Richarcl Duke of York had 
efcaped Irom prifon when his brother, Edward the 
Fifth, was affaffinated. This was the prelude of 
their fchcme. Whehmatters ^ere prepared, Perkin 
Warbecfc, the (bn of a Flemilh JeVy beautiful in his 
perfon, fenfible and of accompllfhed manners, was 
exhibited in public, mide to perfontte the Duke of 
York and to affert his right to the crown. The 
claim of Smnel had been recognifed in keland. On 
the fame' ftage ^Perkin made nis appearance afliim- 

ing 
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iiig the name of Richard Flantagenet. He applied^ 
in particular, for aid, to the Earls of Dcfmond and 
Kildare ; Defmond efpoufed his caufe ; Kildare waa 
equally,, by inclination, attached to lus interefl, but 
experience had taugjit him. ta aft with caution. The 
people of this coun^try, warm,^ afFedtionatc aod un- 
fufpefting in their temper, were once more in dan- 
ger of baing deluded. Happily for Ireland', Perkin 
accepted an invitation from the King of France and 
went over to that, counjtry. After federal unfuccefs- 
ful attempts, he was taken prifoner by Henry, who 
had the magna»nimLty tp pardon his crime and fcf 
him at liberty. Perkin was equally dilbngjuifted by 
folly and ingratitude. Being difcqvered in contriv-j 
ing a new plot, he was appreheiuied a fecond time 
and fuffered by the execution^er Ijhe ifpomin^ou^ 
death which ht, fo. jjuftly merit^d^ , 

. In September, fubfequent to the lairing of War- 
beck, Lord Gormanftown wa3 appointed deputy< 
Gonned^ed \¥ith Kildare and his friends they fup-; 
ported bis adminift^ationp Tho Butkrs asd their 
faftion oppofed it. Gorm'4nftawntConYenj?d a parli-r 
amcAt at Drogheda. His enemies a^Terted, that as 
only four of the (hires were fun^morted and the Duke 
of B^edford lofd U^utejiant, of >yhcHn Qormanftown 
was de.puty, had refigped his letters patent prpyious tq 
the iffuing of the writs, ^he- affewbling of it was irregu- 
kr, therefore refufed to. acknawledge it's authority. 
By this time, Her\ry» from^ his own experiences, 
was convinced that the gove^pment.of Ireland ha4 
not been roianaged in j^ manner coi^^wive either tq 
the interefl of the crowA, or to the public tranquir 
Jity. , Withir^ the limits of the pale, the principal 
families ^jrerq; divided into f^Aionsj the oj^gers of 

ftatc 
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ftate were inattentive to their duty, and the Irifli . 
chieftains, impatient under a ienfcof violated rights, , 
were difpofed, on every opportunity, to break forth 
into infurredtions. The King clearly difqovered, 
thefe evils, and to correal them,, fent over Sir. Ed- 
ward Poynings, attended by a confiderable force, as 
Lord Deputy of Ireland. 

Having made fuch a change in the officers of 
fiate as the.King's affairs required, and reformed as 
many of the abufep wWch had crept into the pale as 
his time and circumftances would permit, he led his 
forces againft the partizans of Warbeck, whom, 
during the courfe of his adminiftration he either en- 
tirely repulfed or. compelled to fubje<^ion. 

KiLDARE, to remove all fufpicion with refpedb 
to his loyalty, of which, from his paft condudt, there 
was too much reafon to doubt, had embarked with 
the deputy in thefe operaftions, Rut from fome par-, 
ticulars.of his behaviour^ he was charged with trea-^ 
fon, was feized and cafi into.prifon. 

In fourteen hundred and ninety four, a parlia* 
ment, the moft remarkable for the laws paffed in it 
of any hitherto held in Ireland, was convened at 
Drogheda. . 5y it, the ftatutes of Kiikeony and a!l 
other previous, falutary laws were revived and con- 
firmed. The afts of Simnel> parliament and thofe 
paflcd in that held by Lard Qprmanftown, on ac- 
count of it being irregular, were annulled, and fe- 
deral laws, for eftablifhing good order and repref- 
fing injullice, particularly with refpe£t tp the barons, 
who, in many .E|ifl^|ices, had made a very improper 
life of their power^ ^ere enadled. The fcandalous 
practice of coigne and livery which had harmed the 
people and baniihecl from Ireland many of it's moft 

induftrious 
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induftrious inhabitants, tegether with all other int- 
quitous exaftions, were exprefsly forbiden. Befides 
other provifions made for fupplying the wants of 
gbvernmenty a ftandtng tax, of twenty fix fhiUings 
and eight pence, was impofed on erery fix fcore 
acres of arable land^ It was likewifc enabled that 
all ftatufes lately macfe within the realm of England 
be deemed good and effedtual in law spd be autho- 
rizqi, approved and confirmed in Ireland. The 
Englifh ftatutes lately made^ which are here adopted 
by our parliament, would feem plainly to be thofe* 
which were enabled fmce the eighth of Edward the 
FouYth, as all Englifh laws, in force, were then re- 
ceived and ftampt with the ianfkioh of the Irifh legi- 
flature. 

THESfi now mentioned and every former ad, hf 
which oirr parliament adopted and gave the impreffi- 
«n of their authority to Eiiglifti ^dL% as necefl&ry t<^ 
their being offeree in Irefend, is equal taa pofitivc 
and cxprefs declaration of the^ commons,, that we 
have an independent conflitiition and cannot be 
bound by Britifh ftatutes. If the force of Brit ifh fta- 
tutes extended to this country,, would there have 
been any neceffity for the interpofitiort of our legi- 
flature in ordei; to their being received and obeyed 
in Ireland? Such an interference woiild not only 
have been officious but vain, and ftrorigfy marked 
with abfurdity. • ' • ' ' 

By this parliament, It was alfo ehaiftedj that -the 
chancellor, trcfafurcr, judges,- matter? of the rolfe 
and officers accountant in Ireland, "ftiould hold their 
offices, not as formerly during life, * biit during thrf 
King's pleafure. The abufe of power by the officers of 
ftate had long been a fubjcA of complaint. But. this 
''^ remedy 
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remedy was worfe than the difeafe. Officers depen-w 
dent on the crown and heading at pleafure, become 
of courfe, on all occafions, inftruments ready to 
fupport ifs meafures, and are therefore danger*- 
oils to the conftitution. But the flatute of the 
prcfent parliament, diflinguiihed by the name of 
Poynings law, being of ,all others the moft remarkar 
ble, merits particular notice* 

The power with which the Deputy was invefted 
of convening parliaments and giving the royal aflent 
to laws, not communicated to the King, had been ex- 
ceedingly abufcd. Parliaments, inftead of promoting 
the public good, the great end of their inilitution, 
were frequently made tbe inftruments of a faction 
whofe leading principles were avarice, ambition or 
the gratification of revenge. The influence of the 
Englifli by birth, or of the more recent adventurers 
from Britain, was generally prevalent with the depu- 
ty^ who, in compliance with their defire, fummoncd 
parliaments much more frequently than was necef- 
lary, in which laws were eaadted injurbus to the 
property and to the rights of the ancient Englifh 
fettlers* Statutes were even paffed which ^ffeded, 
immediately, the intereft of the crown, more efpeci- 
ally fuicc the difpute commenced betwixt the fami- 
lies of York and Lancafter, to the former of which^ 
the people of Ireland in general^ and efpecially the 
kgiflature, had been warmly attached. 

To prevent thefe evils in part, a&s had beea 
paffed in feveral reigns, particularly one in the time 
of Henry the Sixth, by which it was enjoined, that 
the parliament Ihould not meet more frequently than 
once in a year. Thefe, however, being temporary 
and occafional, had little effcft. A remedy was 

now 
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now applied which was indeed radical. By the in- 
-fluencc of Poynings with the prefent parliament^ it 
was cnaded, that, hereafter, no parliament Ihould 
be held in the land of Ireland until the particulM" 
^ <aufes and confiderations and all laws to be pafled in 
W, be firft certified by the Lord Deputy and his 
xiouncil to the King, and that fuch adts, confiderati- 
ons and caufes thus previoufly fpecified and affirmed 
by the King and council, and none others, fliould 
have the force of laws. In like manner, the parti- 
■cular time of aflembling parliament was to be fpeci- 
lied. 

The- rights of majefty and the rights of his peo- 
ple of Ireland made it neceffary that his deputy 
Ihould be reftrairied firom convening parliaments and 
from' giving the royal aflent to laws without the 
knowledge and approbation of the Kiiig, But the 
iaw of Poynings whilft, in thefe refpefts, it fecured 
the royal prerogative, was equally injurious to the 
privileges of parliament and to the intereft of the 
nation. By indifputable right, we received by com- 
pact from England a conftitutionliilailar to her own, 
•but by this ftatute, we received a new conftitution, 
in which one of our inherent moft eflential rights 
was annihilated. In England, the people fend their 
reprefentatives to parliament veiled with the high 
privilege of deliberating-, to the King is referved the 
power merely of affenting, or giving a negative to 
thpfe bills which were the refult of their confultati- 
ons. 

The principles of it*s original inftitutiori, and the 
rights of our parliament had been, and, to this time, 
continued to be perfeftly the fame. 

. BVT 
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3uT henceforth it muft deliberate no niore. What 
ihall, and what (hall not be the law of the land, is, 
in the firft inftance, to be determined by the depu- 
ty and his council : from them fuch laws or confi- 
derations, as they might approve, were tranfmitted 
to the king and council for their approbation ; to our 
parliament remained the fingle, and, comparatively, 
infigtuficant power of a negative. 

On this occafion, the Irilh parliament, by aflenting 
to tlfts law, exceeded the power with which they 
were invefted by their conftituents. Entrufted with 
the great and effential privilege of deliberating, as 
the motive and fole end of their appointment, they 
could no more give up or transfer that right, than 
they could, by a vote, deftroy the exiftence of par- 
liament. This diminution of the privileges of parli- 
^ent was a diminutfon of tlie privileges of the peo- 
ple, their rights bemg mutual, and infeparably con* 
nested Befides, the rights of the people and of the 
nation -could not be fecure whilft the power of Icgif- 
lation depended fo much on the deputy and council, 
who had a feparate intereft of their own to be pro- 
vided for, and who would be difpofed to encreafe 
the prerogative of the crown, of whicb they were 
the immediate fervants, and to whofe authority they 
were now become ftridly accountable. It might be' 
fttppofed, that the influence of the lords and gentry 
of the pile who A^ere admitted to their confultations, ' 
refpe^ing the laws to be tranfmitted, previous to 
the meeting of parliament, would operate in favour 
cf the people, but as none of them, we may fup- 
pofe, would be fummoned who were fikely, on any 
©ccafion, to oppofc their meafures, their attendance 
c^uld lie of iittie «fc. Howcvci^^ as Poynings Law 

leilcained 
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reftraincd the too froquent meeting of parliaiiwnt^ 
and was a jchcck upon any flagrant attempts of fafit- 
tioua grandees on the rights of the natbn, or of inr 
dividuals, the popular party, who were unprovided 
in any other fecurity^ oj^fed the fufpenfioaof it, 
on every occafion, except when they could entii^ely 
depend on the right inteptioijs of the deputy and 

the legiflature. 

Adi«u* 

)L E T T E R LXX, 

IN the famous parliament, of which I have given 
you an account in n>y laft letter, an* adt of at^ 
tainder had pafled againift the Eari of Kildare a» 
guilty of treafonable pra^aices. |ite had been very 
imprudent 5 at prefeht he was probably tjie viftim of 
envy and perfonal refentment. Being fent over to 
England, and admitted to the King, in prefence of 
his acQufers^ to be tryed for his oflfence, hlsMajcfty 
commanded him to provide himfdf with council, 
*^ Yes,'* replied the Earl bluntly, " the ableft in 
the realm," freely catching hold of his Majefty's 
hand, " Your highnefs I take for my council a^inff 
thefe falfe knaves/* The King, inflcad of bcisig of- 
fended at this liberty of Kildare, feemed pfeafed: with 
the honeft compliment paid to his integrity. In the 
courfe of the trya!, it was urged againfir.hiin by his 
enemies, that he had, with daring, impifcty, on a 
certain occafion, burned the- church of Caftiel. 
*' Spare your eviden^^e^,'^ cried Kildare, " I did burn 
the church, for I thought the Bifliop had been in it.'* 
Towards the conclufion of the' tryal, his accufers,. 
finding that they ^^ not :prQyGi their principal 
: . , charges^ 
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charges, to the conviaion of the King, told him in 
the bitternefs of refehtment, ** That all Ireland 
could not govern this Earl." ** Well," replied 
Henry, " The Earl then (hall govern all Ireland.** 

On the conclufion of the tryal, which affords a 
ftriking pifture of the manners of the times, Henry, 
convinced that a man of fuch undefigning plainefs 
and fimplicity, could not be g;uilty of a wilful crime, 
received Kildare into favour, reftored .him to all his 
honours, and made him Deputy of Ireland, in the 
place of Sir Edward Poynings. This generous treat- 
ment filled the heart of the Earl with refped and 
gratitude. He entered upon his office animated by 
thefe fentiments and difcharged his duty with fpirit 
and integrity. His magnanimity was put to a fe-^ 
vere proof by Lord Clanricarde, who entered into a 
league againft government fupported by feveral very 
refpcdlable chieftains and by an army more nume- 
rous than any which the Irilh had brought into the 
field fmce the time of Henry the Second. The Earl 
had married his daughter to Clanricarde. But this 
connexion had no influence in tempting Kildare to 
depart from his duty. He collefted the forces of 
government and met the enemy at Knocktow, a 
place not far from Galway. The Irifh were defeat- 
ed with the lofs of two thoufand men. This battle 
was fought the nineteenth of Auguft fifteen hundred 
and four. 

About this time, many perfons were carried oflp 
by a plague. It raged with confiderable violence 
and was fucceeded by a famine, occafioned by incef* 
fant rains, " , 

In confequence of Poynings* law, the Irifh parli- 
ament had met: much lefs frequently than ufual. Oo^ 

Vol. L * T tobe? 
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tobcr fifteen hundred and eight, a parliament was 
convened by Kildare, wherein, as was ufual, thefe 
are the words of Ware^ the civil and religious privi- 
leges of this kingdom were confirmed by law. 

For fcveral reigns, the influence of the Englifh 
government had declined in Ireland ; under Henry 
the Seventh, it, in foine meafure, revived. Had 
his fituation permitted, we have reafon to fuppofe 
that he would have introduced into this country a 
fyftem of government, which would have reprcfied 
the infolence and rapacity of ambitious grandees^ 
and removed the chief caufes of civil infurredtion. 
His drcumftances would only permit him to rectify 
in part the evils of the flate by temporary expedi- 
ents. 

He died at Ridimond the twenty fecond of April 
fifteen hundred and nine^ in the twenty fourth year 
of his reign. 

Farewell. 

LETTER LXXI. 

HENRY the Eighth was crowned at eighteen 
years of age. Though he afcended the throne 
witji every circumflance in his favour, though the 
\ coo ''^^^^^^ ^y which England had been fo long 
diftrafted were entirely fubfidcd and the af- 
fairs of that country in a moft profperous flate, he 
paid little regard to Ireland. Strongly addiftcd to 
pleafure, feduted by the advice of pernicious flatter- 
ers, and prompted by vanity ami ambition to ac- 
quire fame by interfering in the wars and in the po* 
litics of the continent, this kingdom very inconfide- 
table with rcfpedt to it's revenue and by no means 

reduced 
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recfticed to a ftatc of regular fubordination, wais coo- 
fidcred by him with little attention. 

KiLDARE and the other minifters of ftatc were 
continued in oflSce. The fame fpirit of loyalty by 
which the Deputy had been diftinguiflied during the 
latter part of the reign of Henry the Seventh, at- 
tached him to the intereft of his fon- With a nu- 
merouis army, he advanced againft a body of infur- 
gents of the diftrift contiguous to Defmond and de- 
populated their country. But, upon his return, he 
was attacked by the enemy led oA by a number of 
chieftains of diftinftion. The forces of Kildare en- 
cumbered with fpoil and fatigued by their march^ 
fufFered greatly. Night parted the combatants. 
The next day, Hot choofmg to renew the engage- 
ment, the Deputy returned to Dublin. 

Upon the death of Kildare, the council eleAed 
his fon <?erald Deputy. Henry confirmed the choice. 
The infurreftions fupprcffed by Kildare broke out 
afrefli. But Gerald, pcrfTeffed of the fame genius and 
fpirit of enterprize for which his father had been.fo 
remarkable, in a (hort time, re-eftabliftied the pub- 
lic tranquility. But his own peace began to be dis- 
turbed by old family competitions. In particular^ 
the honours conferred upon him excited the envy 
and diffatisfatftion of Peter Butler Earl of Ormond* 
Deftitute in himfelf of power to injure the Deputy^ 
he paid court to Wolfey, the reigning favoiirite with 
Henry, and having been fo fucccfsful as to obtain hit 
friendftiip, he accufed Kildare of having unjuftly ali- 
enated the King's revenue, and of having even entered 
into fecret connexions with the enemies of his go- 
vernment. As Kildare had not treated Wolfey with 
the refpedtfiil attention he expected, he was more fuf- 

T z ceptiblt 
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ccptible df impreffions to his difadvantagc' The 
Deputy was fummoncd to England to anfwer for his 
•condufk, was deprived of his office and Thomas 
Earl of Suity fubftituted in his place. 

O'Nr AL had invaded Meath ; Surry oppofed him 
with vigour and obliged him to retire to the North. 
Here, refl(iding on his fituation tod his profpedts, 
he refolved fo ceafe from hoftilities and become a 
peaceful fubjeA. Thefe intentions he communicat- 
ed to the Deputy who accepted of his fubmifEon, 
conferred on htm the honor of knighthood and other 
marks of royal favour. 

Surry was as much diftinguilhed in a civil, as 
in a military capacity. Difdaining to be influenced 
hy the diflionourable motives of avarice or ambition, 
his adions were guided by a ftriA regard to the 
principles of juftice. His fplendid hofpitality gained 
him refpeft, and encreafed, from gratitude and af- 
fedion, the number of his frie^ids* After a refi- 
jdence in Ireland of two years, difappointed of necef- 
fary fupplics from Eijgland which he had been pro- 
jniied, he returned to that kingdom, where he was 
placed at the head of the troops which Henry had 
prepared to invade France. 

,. Or MONO fucceeded Surry as Deputy of Ireland, 
whofe fltdminiftration made no figure compared with 
that of his predeceflbr; The Irifh chieftains 
defpifmg his authority, indulged, without 
reftraint, thofe private animofities againft each other 
for which they had been always fo remarkable, and 
which diverted that courage to an inglorious object 
that ought to have been exerted in recovering their 
loft liberty, or in .fecuring, againft the attack of 

the 
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the common enemy, their privileges which yet re- 
mained. 

A CHIEFTAIN of Oflbry, offended at the viceroy, 
fent an ambaflador to Henry to hty before him bis 
grievance, who addrefled him in thefe remarkable 
words, *' King mafter,* fland up. My mailer Mac* 
Gillipatrick hath fent me to thee and ccxnmanded' 
me to inform thee, that if yoii do not chaftife Peter 
Rufus,'* meaning Ormond, " He will make war- 
upon you.'^ Whether the King paid any regard tt>* 
this extraorcfinary embaffy, is uncertain, but Mac 
Gillipatrick was not the only pcrfon diffatisfied with- 
the governmeiit of Ormond. Kildare had been out 
of the kingdom fbr fome time. He returned and 
renewed his animofity agaiuft the viceroy. Their 
mutual complaints were tranfmitted to England. 
Kildare was now fuccefsfiil. The reins of govern- 
ment, being taken from Ormond, were committed 
to him, but his honours were tranfient. The King 
of France, ^t war with England, to embarrafs Hen- 
ry, propofed to enter into a treaty with Defmond, 
who liftened to the oflfer with pleafure, flattered in 
being thus treated as an indepehcjent pfince, 
by fo great a monarch. Henry htghly pro- ^' 
voked, commanded the Deputy to feize Defmond. 
Kildare, partial to. his kinfman, made a fliew of 
obedience but did'not execute the order. His ene- 
mies eagerly improved the opportunity, reprefented 
his condudt to the King who call him into prifon, 
from which he was afterwards, ^yith difficulty, en- 
larged. 

FarewcH. 
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LETTER LXXII. 

AFTER fomc time, the events of which arc 
not intcrcfting. Sir William SkefEngton was 
appointed deputy of the Duke of Richmond who 
had been created viceroy of Ireland. Kildare had 
regained his liberty and the favourable opinion of 
the King. Filled with ambition, and provoked that 
another fhould pbffefs an office, which, as hie thought, 
o( right, belonged to him, by unceafing iapplications, 
he prevailed with the King to recal Skcffington and 
appoint him deputy, in his place. His head be- 
came, now intoxicated with power. He forgot his 
obligations to the King and afFcAed independence. 
To ftrengthen his intereft, he entered into a clofe 
connexion with feveral of the moll powerful chief- 
tains and coUefted a large number of diforderly fol- 
lowers. None but his particular friends were admit- 
ted to his confidence ; he gave full fcope to his paf- 
fions ; the ancient enemies of his family felt the bit- 
ter effefts of his power and refentmeiit, Thefe, aided 
by a number, vrho, from better principles, wcce of- 
fended at the fhamefijl irregularities of his conduft, 
began to lay fchemes for his deftruftion^ To, ac- 
complifh this, the mailer of the rolls was difpatched 
to the King to reprefertt to him the conduct of the 
Deputy and the various evib in which he had involr 
ved the government of Ireland. Henry, alarmed 
by the intelligence, ordered Kildare immtediately to 
England, where, as foon as he arrived, he wasXeized 
and imprifoned. A report was propagated, which 
reached Ireland, that he was executed. It was be- 
lieved by liis fon Lord Thomas, to whom, during 

his 
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his abfence, he had committed the government. He 
was moft unfit for the important truft. He was no 
more than twenty yeajrs of age and had all the rafli- 
nefs and petulance of youth. He was credulous, 
proud of the confequence of his family and defpifed 
his enemies. The officers of flate were treated by 
him with fupercilious difda^n. Inftead of allaying, 
he had heightened the (Jifpleafure incurred by his fa^- 
ther's adminiftration. 

But, when he heard of his death, without giving 
himfelf tin^e or taking pains to be afliired of the fa6t, 
he refigned his office and refolved to draw his fword 
againft a fovercign from uhom, he uppofed, he had 
received an irreparable injury. The chancellor la* 
boured to prevent the impending evil. In terms of 
the warmeft affedtton^ he pointed out to the impru* 
dent Lord the foHy and the danger of his conduft ; 
laid before him the evils which would be the confe- 
quence of perfifting in his defign, i\ot only with re? 
fpedk to himfelf, but his fanaily and connexions. In 
vain. He determined to perfevere. The difafFedled 
feized the favourable opportunity and crowded to 
his ftandard. But Lord Thomas did not depen4 
entirely on them \ he applied for aid to the powers 
of Germany and Italy with whom Henry was at 
war. Mean time, he laid wafte FIhgal and advanc- 
ed with his army to the metropolis. Being admitted 
by the inhabitants, to fave themfelves from deftruc- 
tion, he inverted the cattle. Leaving the conduft of 
the fiege to a part of his forces, he marched with the 
reft into the lands of Offory to vent his difplcafure 
againft the Earl^ who had refufed to join with him 
in his mad undertaking. He bore down every thing 
before him and nurked his ptogreis with all the de- 

vaftations 
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vaftatlons of war. During his abfence, the citizens 
of Dublin, animated by the promife of fpee-* 
^^ dy fupport, attacked the troops which he 
had left there and m^de the greatefl part of them 
prifoncrs.; Provoked by this intelligence, young 
Fitzgerald returned and laid fiege to the city. He 
continued his operations fdr fome time, but the peo- 
ple of Dublin having been reinforced by five hun-^ 
dred men, he was forced to retreat- 
Si r William Skeffington was ndw appointed Lord 
Deputy who being in a bad ftate of health and averfc 
to military operations, in the fprirtg of fifteen hun- 
dred and thirty five, placed at the head of the troops 
Sir William Brereton. Breretdn led them to the 
field, befieged and took the c^ftle of Maynooth, 
During Winter, Fitzgerald had colledted a large bo- 
dy of undifciplined troops* As fdori as he heard of 
the fiege of Mayniapth) vhich was dne of the ftrbng- 
efi of his caftles, he put them in motion, but, when 
intelligence was received that it had furrendered, a 
great number of his men, who had enlifted with him 
from the feelings of the moment, deferted his (land- 
ard i with the remainder, he give battle to the ene- 
my, by whom, after a (Jiort conflid, he was entirely 
routed. Attended by a few followers, he efcaped, 
with difficulty^ to Munfler. * Here h^ was followed 
by the Eriglifli army now under tjie command of 
Lord Qrey. Finding that there was no alternative, 
he accepted of terms of accommodation, by which it 
was folemnly ftipulated that his paft offences fhould 
be pardoned. Hjs adherents, the principal of whom, 
were P'Njal and OXTonnor, lijcewife fubmitted. 

The conduft of this bufinefs and of the viceroy 
in general much difpkafed the ogicers of ftate; 

Whatever 



.OP IRELAND. 26$ 

Whatcve^r might have been the determination of the 
King, in this matter, to whom complaints were 
made with refped to it, Skeffington died foon after, 
upon which the affairs of government were commit- 
ted to Lord Grey. 

Mean while, Fitzgerald went over to England 
to get his pardon i-atified by his Mfejcfty. But, on 
his arrival, the King, paying no regard to the en- 
gagement of his Irifh Deputy, imprifoned him. The 
eyes of this unfortunate youth were now opened to 
a complicated fcene of wretchednefs. When too 
late^ he diftovered that his father, inftead of being 
deprived of his life by the King, had died of grief, 
occafioned by a fenfe of his own precipitate and pre- 
fumptuous folly. With refpedt to the fate which 
awaited himfelf, it was that of dying by the hands 
of the executioner. 

Henry, in whofe charadler cruelty was a diftin- 
guifliing feature, extended his refentment againft 
Lord Thomas to all the branches of his family* 
Five of his uncles, although three of them had con- 
demned his conduct, were executed. His brother^ 
a youth of twelve years of age, was forced to fly from 
place to place, to avoid the vengeance of the King. 
At laft, he found an afylum in Italy where he was 
protected agairift the maleyolence of hig unrelenting 
purfuer. 

Adieu* 

LETTER LXXIII. 

SOME time before the period of which I have 
been giving you an account, a' great revolution 
m England, had taken place in religion. ... 

The 
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The divine Being who guides human afikirs wiffc 
unerring wifdona, frequently educeth good from 
evil. Henry, firom motives well known, had caft off 
the Pope*s juriididtioaand raafed himfelf in his place, 
to the head of the church. Determined that thi» 
change fhouid extend to Ireland, he fixed upon 
George Brown, a provradal of Auguilme &iars, di- 
ftinguifhed by a warm attadlment to the principles of 
the^ reformation, as a proper inftrument for execut* 
ing his defign. To give him greater influence in hUr 
endeavours to perfiKide his Irifh fubjedts to acknow-* 
lege his fupremacy, upon a vacancy which now hap-* 
pened, he created hinx Archbilhop of Dublin. Brown? 
engaged in this arduous bufinefs but he ^nd 
the talk much mo):e diScuk than wo^ at firft ima^ 
gined. 

From the invafion of their country, the native? 
were involved in conftant difputes and hoiliritiet 
with the EngFifh fettlers ; they had, alfo, from time 
hnmemorial, been engaged in quarrels with one ano- 
ther* In this diftradted ftate, comte^fced by no bond 
of union, civil, political as religious, deprived of 
t4ieir bards, of theh" colleges, of almoft every oppor«» 
tunity of impwovement, they we?e tixvolved in lgno« 
ranee and confequently, in fuperftition. Being un-f 
accuftomed tP think and, incapable of inyefligating 
truth, they were exceedingly averfe to any innovate 
tion in the form of religion which they had been 
taught to confider as facred and were accuflopyed to 
profefs. Henry the Second, by acknowktging the 
fovereignty of Ireland to be held by the Pope*& au- 
thority, had taught the Englifli fettlers to be ftrongfy 
attached to the papal intereft, and fo deeply was 
this impreifed on their minds, that the IriQi parlia* 

ment 
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mcnt, on fomc occafions, declared, that the Pope's 
bull was the folc foundation of the obedience which 
the* King claimed from the people of this country. 

Irslakd w^ confidered as the peculiar inheri- 
tance of the Pontiff. Hence, it was called the Holy 
Ifland, the Ifland of Saints. For thefe reafons, the 
endeavours of Brown and his aflbciates, to induce 
the people of Ireland to renounce the Pope's fupre- 
macy met with the warmeft oppofition. The chan«- 
ceilor Cromer, Primate of Arnuigh, who was ex- 
tremely zealous for the Pope's authority, fummoned 
the clergy of his province ; rcprefented to them the 
ihocking impiety of the propofed innovation, ex- 
horted them to perfeveranc^, and difpatched two 
nicflengers to Rome to entreat his holinefs to fup- 
port them with his proteftion. The other prelates 
jcwned with zeal in defence of the fame caufe. The 
methods hitherto ufed proving ineffedlual, the au- 
thority of the legiflature wa3 employed in aid of 
the reformation. 

A PARLIAMENT was convencd. To prevent 
delay in paffing the adts, Poynings* Law was -j 

fufpended. An a6t of attainder being paffed ^ 
againft thoCfe principally concerned in the late rebel- 
lion, fome matters fettled relative to the fucceflion 
to the crown and laws enaded concerning the King's 
divorce from Catharine of Arragon and his fubfe- 
qucnt matrimonial connexions, his Majefty was, in 
the fuileil manner, declared to be head of the church* 
It was made treafon for laymen in offices under the 
King or for any of the clergy to refufe the oath of 
fupremacy. To this fanguinary law one was added 
which vefted his Majefty with exclufive authority, 
in rcfpedl to firft fruits, the power of difpofmg of 

benefices;^ 
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benefice?, and with relation to all other matters con- 
cerning the maintenance and government of the 
church. Appeals and all applications to the Pope 
were utterly forbidden. A fubfidy for ten years was 
granted to his Majcfty and the twentieth penny o€ 
the profits of all rpiritual promotions for ever. Thofe 
who could n6t fpeak the Englifti language were de- 
clared incapable of church preferment unlefe perfons 
acquainted with it were not to *be foundv 

To promote the knowlege of the language, Eng- 
fifh fchools were enjoined to be kept in every parifh* 
The penfions paid to the Iri(h for piroteftion were 
aboliftied, a ftatute made againft abfentees and other 
laws defigncd to adyante the pobMc weal, were f n- 
adted. . j. 

It was with great difficulty that the friends of go^ 
vernment carried the aft of fup-emacy, to whic&^ 
many lords aad commons gave the- keeneft oppofiti- 
on. : Brown exerted himfelf in fevpur of it, in a 
manner which evinced him to be a violent partizany 
equally a llranger to- the naturat lights, of men and 
to the privileges of confcience. 

It had been ufual to fummon t® parliament twa 
proftors from each diocefe. Thefe, being friends of 
the holy fee and, of courfe, enemies to the prefent 
defigns of adminiflration refpefting it^ were ex- 
eluded and declared ta ha've no right, m fiitiire, to 
be confidered as members of the legiflature. 

The ftatute eftabliftiing the King*s foprcmacyy 
was warmly oppofed by the people of ahnoft every 
rank and defcription. The particular firiends of the 
papal jurifdidtion were very aftive in fprcading the 
difcontents excited on the prefent occafion and in 
ftrengthening their caufe. To Cromer .and feveraf 

others. 
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others, commiflions were privately fent from Rome^ 
wherein they were exhorted to oppofe herefy, and 
Hand forth, with all their might, in defence of the 
datholic religion. O'Nial, flattered by a letter ad- 
dreflfed to him in a highly complimentary ftram by 
the Bifliop of Met?, in the name of the council of 
cardinals, engaged ^ealoufly, in fupport of it. He 
joined the confederacy, and. led out his followers in- 
to the county of Meath, having declared open war 
againft all the enemies of the holy fee. He wafted 
the country to the terror of the inhabitants who were 
unprovided with forces to oppofe him, and fpt out 
on his return to Ms own country. Mean time, the 
Deputy, Lord Crey, had been employed in making 
a progrefs through the Several provinces to encou- 
rage the friends of government and to intimidate 
the difaffetfled- Upon receiving intelligence of the 
infurredion of O'Nial and of his departure from 
Meath, he haflened forward with his army and canac 
jup with him at Belahoe. 

In the engagement which followed, the Irifh were 
entirely difperfed with t|jc lofs of four hundred 

Farewell* 
LETTER LXXIV. 

IN fifteen hundred and thirty feven. Lord Grey 
had convenipd a parliament which was diftin- 
guiihed by the following fpirited declaration of Irifh 
rights, jefpe<Stii^ the great pillar of our conftitution^ 
their fole exclufive power of making laws to bind 
tfais;Country. *' Your Qra^e's realm, recognifing no 
fuperior but your Grace, hath bepni, and Jpt is frect 

frpm 
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irom any fubje£tion to any man's laws but only (lich 
as were devifed within this realm for the wealth of 
the fame, or to fuch others as by the fufFerance of 
your Grace and your progenitors, the people of the 
realm have taken at their free liberties, by their 
own confent, and hare bound themfelves by long 
ufe a^d cuftom to the obfervarice of." 

By this ftatute, called the Aft of Faculties, our 
parliament aiferts, that Ireland hath been, and is 
free from the power of all laws except fuch as were 
immediately enaded by themfelves, and thofe en- 
acted in England to which the people gave their 
confcnt, not hereby, in any fenfe, recognifmg the 
authority of the Britifli legiflature^ but freely and 
voluntarily receiving thefe laws as of advantage to 
themfelves, and made current, under that idea on- 
ly, by the exprefs fanftion of their own legiflaturc, 

Lord Grey being recalled to England in fifteen 
hundred and forty, he left Sir William Brereton to 
difcharge the duties of his office. Sir William acted 
with vigour. By his attention and adtivity he pre- 
fcrved the peace of Ulfter and of Thomond which 
were threatened with new infurredkions on the ac-^ 
count of religion. 

Discouraged by a feries of adverfe fortune^ 
the fpirit of the natives relaxed. A number of mo- 
nafteries deferted their allegiance to the Pope. Four- 
teen abbies and ten priories, the heads of which had 
a feat in the houfe of lords, furrendered to the king 
and were fuppreffed- Dcfmond and his femily had 
claimed the privileges of abfenting themfelves from 
parliament, and of not entering into a walled town ; 
thefe he relinquiftied, and acknowleged Henry as 
head of the church* 

From 
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From an idea not imjM-operly founded in this un- 
civilized age, that names, even when not acCompar- 
nied by any additional power, have an influence on 
the principles and oonduft of men, the viceroy, An- 
thony Saint Ledger^ was ordered to cafl a parlia- 
ment, by whidi, in the place of Lord, the ftyle 
which our kings had hitherto adiimed, Henry was 
recognized as King of Ireland : this title to be tranC- 
ferred to his heirs for ever. The requiring the faqc- 
tion of our lords and commons, to a matter, in itfeif 
of little importance, exhibits a new proof of our ber 
Ing a diftindt and independent kingdom* 

In this parliament, the difpofal of all abbie$ was 
Tefted in the king. Meath was divided iato the 
counties of Eaft and Weft Meath. 

Ilr was enacted, that thofe Who were to have in fu- 
ture a right of voting for members of parliament, 
were to be pofleffed, in freehold, of forty (hillings a 
year, and that fuch as were eledted in counties, cities 
and towns muft be refident- This was an excellent 
reftridion, as members who do not refide among 
their conftituents, being ftrangcrs to them and to 
their intereft, muft be quite difqualified for the high 
truft repofed in them. 

It was likewife enafted, that on the death, refig- 
nation or recall of a deputy, the chancellor fliould 
iflue writs to the privy councellors to affemWe and 
choofe for governor, during the king's pleafure, a 
layman of Englifti birth, and if none fuch could be 
got, two laymen of Englifh blood and furname, to 
be lords juftices, to whom the lord chancellor ftiall 
adminifter the bath and give patents. This di- 
ftin£tion in favour of the Englifli by birth, tended 
to create jealoufies, and had a moft unfavourable af* 

pea. 
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ped, with refpcft to the iritereft and the profpeTity 
of Ireland. Men who are born and have a property 
in this country ; who know it's circumftances, and 
the beft manner of conducing it's affairs ; who are 
acquainted with the people, with ifs laws and con- 
ftitution, are certainly the perfons moft natural and 
moft proper for prefiding in it's government. 
Those of another country appointed to this high 
office, are not only, in thefe refpeds, lefs qualified, 
but bring with them prejudices and attachments 
inimical to the profperity of the kingdom. Befides, 
9 native, in reafon and in equity, has a much better 
right than a ftranger, to the emoluriients arifing from 
this as well as all the other offices of Hate. To pro- 
ceed with our hiftory. 

For a fliort interval, the affairs of Ireland afllim- 
ed an afpeft very different from that to which they 
had hitherto been accuftomed. A ftate of general 
tranquility took place. O'Nial and the Northern 
chieftains who had not fiibmitted fince the late infur- 
rettion, together with many of the old Englifh fet- 
tiers who had adopted the manners of the Irifti and 
lived in a ftate of independence, acknowleged alle- 
giance to Henry, not only as their lawful fovereign, 
but as head of the church. Several of them gave 
up their lands, received them again as Englifh te- 
nures, and, as a diftinguiftiing mark of the royal 
favour, were honoured with titles of nobility. De 
Burgo, the head of the Mac Williams, was created 
Earl of Clanricarde and Baron Dunkellan ; O'Brian 
was created Earl of Thomond and Baron of Inchi- 
quin and O'Nial Earl of Tyrone, fiis fon Matthew 
was alfo made Baron of DungannoA, 

• . Op 
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Qp tills chaiige fo favourable' to the ftrtglifh affairs 
We can only affigh the following caufes. The alte- 
ration of the King's tide muff have ittadfe a confi- 
dembleim]>r«ffi(>n on thtfmindfe of thofe who had hi- 
thert<> oppofcd hlfe government' j a number 6f judges 
were appointed W dfettertnihfe caufes upon the gene- 
ral princij3les of the* B'rehon taws which dperated in 
favour of H^ry with all thofe who were attached to 
the ancient Irifh conftitution. 

Sa mi^ Ledgei*, alfo. Had taken pVms to leffen the 
depefiden<2e of the natives on their rfefpedive lea- 
ders, by perfuadihg' them; wlieh aggrieved, to ap-. 
ply- td his^tHbunal for juftice. 1*Hlfe politic mekfure 
had: a^ tettdertcy to attach tHettl to gdverhment. Se- 
veral' of them; as we are' iftfbritied by Davis, did 
appeal to the Deputy and his council fof deliverance 
from the te)ndige' in which they wcte held by their 
fiipe^iorsi 

Sm Edtmrd BfelUnghaiti; wh'6 fQcceed^d Saint* 
Ledger^ cxt^ded the limits of the pal6 by flibduirig; 
the O'Moores and the O-Coritiot-s; and^ building the 
forts of Leix and Offaly. Saint Ledger was foon af- 
ter reinftated in his office. 

The Earl of Ilehox beiitg driven by fiftion from 
Scotland, took refuge with Henry, by whofe defirc. 
hfe applied to Ws Iriflfi D^pttty fbr afliftatifce: With 
three thoufiittd men who engaged in Ms catife urtdcr 
the c6mmand'of the Earl'of Orrrlond, he returned' 
to Scotland: But, . the Caftle of Dunlkrton not be- 
ing delivered to his Irilfh atrsdliarie^, ais he hiad'reafba- 
to cxpeifti and having received great injury frorrt a 
vioknt ftorm they came back unfticccfsfiil. 

AB^t;¥ ' this time, a very differen^t' defign was 
formed by the' chieftiks, OT)ogher4yj; O'Connor, 

Vol. I. U md 
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and fome others. . Weary of their dependence on 
the Englifh, they propofed to the King of France to 
become his fubjefts if he would procure the fandlion 
of the Pope and fend them the neceflary afliftance. 
Me.waspleafed with the offer and fent the Bifliop of 
Valence to Ireland for more particular information. 
Upon his return, Francis applied to the Pope for his 
concurrence j but his holinefs refufed his approbation 
of the meafure. 

By his wars oa the continent and other expenccs, 
having exhaufted his treafury, Henry adopted a 
meafure highly unjuft and impolitic. He ordered 
brafs, or, mixt money to be coined in Ireland and 
ftamping it with a nominal value made it pafs cur- 
rent, to the great injury of the people, more efpe- 
cially of the foldiers. 

Henry died the twenty eighth of January fifteen 
hundred and forty fix, in the thirty eighth year of 
his reign, one of the moft fenfual, the moft tyran- 
nical, the moft impolitic and cruel princes that ever 
fat on the Englifli throne. 

Adieu. 

LETTER LXXV. 

EDWARD the Sixth, whom Henry had by the 
Lady Jane Seymour, fucceeded to the throne at 
ten years of age. Saint Ledger continued to govern 
the affairs of Ireland. The tranquility >yhich took 
place in the affairs of this country, during the latter 
part of the reign of Henry the Eighth, proceeding 
from caufes which could only have a temporary ef- 
feft, was of fliort duration. TJie difpofition of fe- 
veral of the Irilh chieftains appears from their appli- 

cation 
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catidn to the King of France, mentioned in nay laft 
letter, taking advantage of the death of the late 
King, the O'Moores,. th^ 0*Bimes, and O'Connors 
rofe in arms againft.governnient. The Deputy, 
aided ,by Sir Edward Bellingham t¥ho had been fent 
from England fo his afliftance.with four hundred foot 
and fix hundred Jiorfe, reduced them to obedience. 
Bellingham diftinguiflied hinifelf .by his courage and 
• a(5livity, in reward of which, he \yas appointed fuc- 
ceflbr to Saint Ledger ih the adminiftration of Irilh 
affairs. He continued to a6t Jipon. the fame princi- 
ples of attachment to; the. crown;^ which had raifed 
him to this honor. New fcheimes of infurreftion 
were formed^ but by his fpitit and attention, he pre- 
vented, them from breaking out into a As of hoftility. 
In one tranfadion^ particularly, 'he appiars not only 
in a refpeftable, but very amiable point of view. 
Definond, V€;fled with;, the, office of trcafurer, was 
fummoned to Dublin to affift, by Ms prefence and 
intereft, the affairs of government, ^ccuftomed to 
independence and impatient of every thing connec- 
ted with the idea of fubjeftion^ this haughty chief- 
tain refufed. to, comply. The Deputy, upon this, 
furprifed him in his houfeand carried him. to Dublin. 
Though liable to the puhifhment of difobedience, 
inftead of treating him with. ieiverity, he ufed him in 
the gentleft way, pointing but io him, with good 
nature and condefcenfion, the impropriety of his be- 
haviour and' giving him the bell iadvicc with refpect 
to his. manners and cgndu^* Defmond became 
more civilized ; daily, from a fenfe of gratitude to 
the Deputy for his kindnefs, he prayed for him by 
the name of the good Bellingham and from tliis time 
was a loyal fubjed to his death. 

U 3 This 
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This conduftbf the tfepiuty w^s juft, politic and 
huitfahe. fefad the Erigiifh, in eftablilhig their pow- 
er ih t!ns country "behated in the fame manner and 
from Ae fatne principles, inftead of adding inhuma- 
nity to ads of the moft flagrant injuftice, a multi- 
,tude of lives wt^uld have been faved and the natives 
infenfibly, been redoncifed to their goTcmment. 

Incr ATiTUDfe is frequently the re!ward of fideli- 
ty. Bellingham, itiftead of the efteem which he 
merited by the m^itude of his condudi) became an 
objeA of envy and di(^Jeaftii»e to certain of the Irifh 
grandees, efpeciaJly to Sir Fiiaiicis Bryah who had 
acquired confiderabte importance by his miarriage 
with the widow of the Earl of Ormorid. Complaints 
of him having been tranfinittcd to England, he was 
tecatied and obliged to takeiiis ti;yal before the King 
lind privy council . 

SoM E ftiends who were aiixious for his fafcty de- 
fired to ptead his ciufe^ His words upon the occa- 
fidn are memorable. ^ No,** fays he, ** if my inno- 
cence is not fufficient t» prote<a me, I Teft quite 
contented in the belief of the refiirrciftion of the 
deadv for my enemies irtiay. kill but cannot overcome 
me.** Some time after, theprofeciition dibpped and 
BellingKam was Acquitted, f 

iN'fiftteen hundred and fifty, Saint Ledger, once 
mote, 'took the retns of gcjvfcrnment. Somerfet, the 
guardian of the young kingand the proteftor of his 
dominions, thought hihi the propereft perfon to ad- 
vance the reformation in Ireland, in the fucccfs of 
^hich he was warmly interefted. As in matters of 
bfeltef -Henry the Eighth was a ftrift Roman Catho- 
lic, the oTily reformation in religion which he wiflied 
to introduce, rcfpeded the Pope's fupiicmacy. Im- 

. ' provemcnts 
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prov^mcnts o£ whatever l^nd^ more cfpecrially (iich 
as have to coml^t preppffeflTioas long eftaWiftied, 
proceed by flow progreffive? fteps. The King ainl 
the principal nobility that eqrappfed his court with 
Somerfet at their bead, fupported by numbers of the 
people of England departed iiow from the Church of 
Rome, not only ir^ what reUje^ to the Pope'? fupre-. 
macy but to dodkrinal points. Their principles, with 
refpeft to religion, were coll^ed into 4 national 
liturgy and received the faii<Si:ion of parlian^ent. 

Ik Ireland, a number had fubmitted to the refor- 
mation, but they were only nominal conformifts. 
The people in general, not only retained but openly 
profefled their attachment to tJie Pope which they 
were deterniined to fupport with zeal and perfeve- 
rance- Therefore, as the prdfen* enlarged fyftem^ 
of reformation was rnore offenfive to their prejiaddc^. 
Saint Ledger, who had pofitive inftru<S:ions tp pro- 
mote it, was obliged to jjroceec^ with all ppffible 
cautipn." Itilkad of calling in the afliftanice pf pafiir, 
ament, whidi had been done before, but was now 
considered as too violent a meafiirc, he furnmonied a. 
meeting of the clergy and fnd'^aypured to prevail 
with them to receive the liturgy as a form of reli- 
gion adopted in England and wetl cafculated, to pro^ 
mote the improvemient of the people. 

To this, IDbwjdal Archbifhop of Afi^agh, gave keen 
oppofition. He left the afllbmbly with ftrong marki^ 
of difpkafore and carried y^ith .him the greateft part 
af the clergy of his rfKKefe. Rrowri, Archbifliop of 
DubUn, the zealous advocate ^r th^ reformation 
and fevera) prelates received the liturgy, agreeably 
to which, fervice wis performed in the cathedral of 
Dublin* In gaining the aflent of men to the doc- 

U 3 trines 
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trincs of Chriftianity, gfntle methods of argument 
and perfuafion amiably diftinguifhed the condudt of 
Chrift and his apoftles. Inftead of inriitating this di- 
vine example, a mode of behaviour, alone worthy 
of the excellent caufe in which they were .engaged, 
our Irifli reformers afted with the molt intemperate 
zeal. They broke into churches, deftroyed their 
images and every thing which favoured of Popery. 
To excite hatred inftead of making converts was the 
natural confequence of this (hameful, moft indecent 
condudl. 

Adieu. 

LETTER LXXVL , 

SAINT Ledger, being reprefented, to the Eng- i 
lifh gbvernment as not fufficiently zealous, in fa- 
vour of the reformation, was removed- from the of- 
fice of deputy to make room for Sir James, Crofts, . 
who, it was hoped, woiiid be more fuccefsful, Con- 
vinced that the gaining of Archbifliop t)owdal, the 
great partizan of the Pop^, was a matter of firft con- 
fequence, to efFeft this was an immediate objeft with 
the Deputy on his being appointed to the gdvern-* 
ment. To give the people an impreffion of his fu- 
perior fanftityand to ftrengthen their. attachment, 
Dawddl had retired from public view and fhut him- 
felf up in an abbey within the fubarbs of Dublin. 
Here he received a complaifant and a very flattering 
letter from the Deputy in which he requefteJi a con- 
ference with him on the fubjeft of religion. Pleafed 
with this mark of refpedt from the rbprefentative of 
majefty, he complied with the defirc^ of tbe, Deputy, 

. ' . but 
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but, to preferve his own importance, refufed to meet* 
him any where except in the place of his retirement. 
Crofts waved all ceremony, and a number of 
clergymen, on each fide of the queflion, met to dif^ 
cufs the point in debate. Upon this occafion, Dow- 
dal defended the claims of the Church of Rome, 
thofe of the reformation were Aipported by the Biv 
fliop of Mcath. The refult was the fame with that 
of all fuch debates. Each fide was rendered more 
averfe to the principles of their opponents, and 
more determined in favour of their own opinion, 

A DISPUTE had formerly aiifen, with refped to 
precedence, betwixt the Archbifhops of Dublin and 
Armagh, which was determined in favour of the lat- 
ter-, in confequence, he was ftiled Primate of all* 
Ireland, while the former was ftiled only Primate of 
Ireland. To mortify the pride of Dowdal, that de- 
termination, both with rcfpedt to title and prece- 
dence, was now reverfed. Deeply afFedled by this 
degradation and by the profpedt of feeling more fe- 
vere efFedts of the King^s difpleafure he deferted his 
fee and retired to the continent. The fee of OiTory 
now alfo became vacant. John Bale was appointed 
to fill it by his Majefty. Rough in his manners and 
determined, at all events, to fupport the reformati- 
on, he took every opportunity of exprcfling his in-^ 
dignation againft the forms of the Popifh worfhip; 
The people beheld him with deteftation, rofe tu- 
multuoufly and marked him as the viftim of their 
refentment. . The vigorous interpofition of hi3 
friends, fa ved him frorn deftniftion. 

As a mean of eftablifhihg tlie tranquility of the 
kingdom on a more permanent bafis, the Deputy 
made w^m applications to his Majefty, to extend 

the 
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the laws hy which his Englifti fubjeflcs in .this coun- 
try were governed, to the natives ia gerieral. Biit 
the prefent clrcumftances :of jgi^land wqM not ad- 
mit of the exertions neceflary to this vndortaldr^. 
Times were changed. Whep 4fee jjower aiid the 
pofleffions of the Irifli were cpt^ned withi« much 
more limited bounds, when -they fia^rted lender the 
varioys oppreflion$ of -the -*dvefitMters froOi Britain, 
they defired, they entre^od, they offered to pur- 
^hafe theparticipaticrfi of EagMi few ; but theijr fen- 
timents changed wi^t^ 4ietr circUiii9l^iK:es, and they 
i:efolved to gr^ify tfce^ ftroog indination in &vour 
^f their ancient inftitution^. 

Yoxj luav^ f^n th^ fcvcral of the chieftains had 
icceived titles of nobility from Ihe crown. This gave 
great offence to their dependents. A dignity, toge- 
ther with their power »d he^d of a fept, to defcend by 
hereditary fucceflion', were things of Which they had 
no idea, and to which, being inconfiftent with the 
cuftom of their country, they weie deterafiined not 
to fubmit. Accordingly, on the death of the Earl 
pf Cknricarde, his fojlqwers cle&ed one of their fcpt 
to fucceed hjim, in prejudipe to the prettnfions of 
his fon who was obliged to vindicate his claim by 
force of arms. A difpute fimilar to this took place 
on the demife o( the Earl of Thomond. But the ali- 
enation from government of the Earl of Tyrone was 
e caufe of infurreftion more important and much 
more ferious in it's confe^juences. When that no- 
bleman returned hoptie, after his Ut^ fubmiifion and 
the honours with whif:^ be had been invefled, hia 
io^s John and H\^ eKpr^fled great difpleafufCi 
that, to their prejudVpe and the difefftW of their &- 
|T)ily I4s^2}iatural 9>n b^d be^ cr«at«d a bason. As 
.,'.. " on 
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on this account, they were angry at Tyrone, they 
were ftili more .cHffiltisfied with gevemment- Un- 
der the influence of thefe impreflions, they ufed all 
pofiible means to induce their fat!hef to rejeA Mat- 
tew frofli Wa fisvour, to laefiounde fubieftion to the 
Efigliih power and to tttnrn to his former confe- 
quc»oe « an independent dReftain. Though Ty- 
r-otic had facrifioed his independence to the neceffity 
of his fituatiofi, the definre rf it was ^exceedingly dear 
to his heart 4 guided by it*s impulfe and inclined to 
rEittDve the difpletfure of his fons, be tietermined to 
folbw their advice. InteiligpiKie of hisiJefign having 
reached the Deputy, he anticipated the Earl, fcized 
him and his countefc, and conveyed them to Dub- 
Hn where he caft them into prifon. 
. His Con John was not intimidated by this unex- 
peded mirfbrtunc. A^ith his followers and the aid 
of a body of Scot*, which atjhat time had made an 
indttrfion into Ulfter, he attacked the Deputy whofe 
force was joined to that coHefted by Matthew, and 
defeated him with the loft of two hundred men. 
Animated by this fuccefs, he kept together his fol- 
lowers and fpread ail around him the calamities of 
war. 

Wit have fcen, in the late reign, the misfortunes 
of the fiunily of Kildare and the efcape of Gerald, 
the only furviving branch of that family, from the 
perfecuting tefcntmcnt of Henry. This 
year, he was reftored to a confiderable part ^^ 
of his cftate, and, two years after, was created Earl 
of Kiidare and Baron of Offaly. 

Adieu. 
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LETTER LXXVn. 

TO the grief of all thofe who wiftied well to the 
interefts of their country and to the fuccefs of 
the reformation, Edward was cut off in the fixteenth 
year of his age •, having fat upon the throne about 
feven years. Upon this event, the ambitious North- 
umberland exerted his endeavours to raifc 
^^^ his daughter-in-law, the Lady Jane Grey, to 
the crown. It was with the greateft difficulty that 
this excellent Lady had been prevailed with, to co- 
incide with his wilhes. She was proclaimed Queen 
in England and (hortly after in this country. 

Bu T the hopes pf Northumberland and his friends 

were fpeedily blafted, Mary afipended the throne. 

The Englifli recognifed her title, and the minifters 

of ftate, in this country, followed their example. 

This princefs, born to be the fcourge of the Proteftant 

religion, was diftinguilhed by the moft intemperate 

and the moft bigotted attachment to the priiioiples 

of Popery. However, though tl^pfe employed in 

adminiftring the affairs of Ireland had been inftru- 

ments in promoting the reformation, (he permitted 

them to continue in office. But (he refolved to re- 

compenfe fuch as had fuffered for their attachment 

to Popery. Of thefe, in particular, George Dowdal, 

late Primate of Armagh, was reftored to his fee and 

to that pre-eminence, in point of ftyle and dignity, 

the deprivation of which had excited in him fuch 

bitternefs of refentment. From p)oltcy, flic thought 

it expedient to be moderate for fome time. The 

Irifh aft of parliament recognifing the King to be 

head of the church was not repealed. A licence only 

was 
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was granted to Roman Catholicks to exerctfc their 
religion, with freedoni. The defigns which flie me- 
ditated made it ncceffary to fecure the intereft of the 
leading men in Ireland. With this view, young 
Kildare, already reftor^d to the greateft part of his 
eftate, was now reftored to his honours. Charles 
Kavenah of Leinfter was created Baron Balyan and 
permitted to retain his privileges as an Irirti chieftain. 
O'Connor, long confined in England, regained his 
liberty ^nd his country, but for this he was in- 
debfed to the filial piety of an amiable daughter, 
who had accompanied him in his captivity, Af- 
fedted with grief, on account of her father's con- 
finement, (he employed her addrefs and engaging 
raani)crs fo efFedlually with the queen as to procure 
his releafe. 

The defign which Mary had formed with refpeft 
to the reformation in Ireland, now began to appear. 
Saint Ledger, the deputy, difcovered himfelf, on 
the prefeht occafion, to be a compleat courtier. 
In the former reign he fupported the reformation, 
in the prefent reign, he fervtlely obeyed the com- 
mands of the Queen, and laboured to fupprefs the 
rcforrnation. Dowd^l co-operated with him as a zea- 
lous inftrumcnt in this caufe. Brown and feveral 
other prelates, converts to the reformation, having 
married, were deprived, and Catholicks fubftituted 
in their place. 

Mary now threw off every reflraint with refpedt 

to. her religious fentiments and the vindiftive defigns 

which they had infpired. She married Philip of 

Spain and admitted Cardinal Pole into England as 

^^" P-ine, who was fo obliging as to 

tranfmit 
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tranfmit to her a bull, in confirmation of her autho*- 
rity over the kingdom of Ireland; 

Bloody, perfecuting zeal eredted Jt*s ftandard 
with every circumftancc of cruelty capabte of in- 
fpiring the mind with horror. Thofe inftonces of 
feverity in which the Prot?eftants had enforced their 
tenets were repaid with mukiplicd vengeance. In 
England, great numbers, among whom were the 
celebrated Cranmer, Latimer and Ridley, fell mar- 
.tyts at the accurfed ftake to Popifh tyranny and fu- 
pcrftition. It was determined that Herefy fhould 
be extirpated in Ireknd as well as in every other 
part of her Majefty''s dominions. Saint Ledger, ac- 
cufed of having written in the former reign againft 
tranftibftantiation, was recaHed to England, tried 
for his offence, and obliged to retire frwn courts 
He was fucceeded as deputy by Vifcount Fitzwa^ 
ters who brought with him from England twenty 
five thoufand pounds to defray the cxpcnce of an 
expedition defigned againft the Scots who had made 
incurfions into the Northern parts of Ireland for 
fome time paft. 

In July, the Deputy marched againft thefe inva- 

^ ders : They were vanquifhed in battle, with 
the lofs of more than two hundred (fain, arid 
a confiderable number taken prifoners. 

Thomas Earl of Suffex was the next viceroy. 
In fifteen hundred and fixty feven, he convened a 
meeting of parliament. Religion was the firft ob- 
jed which engaged their attention, A bull to be 
laid before thk affemMy, calculated to re-eftabfilh 
m Ireland the Cathofic faith, had been tranfmitted 
from the Pope. Confidering it as the di6tetes of filt- 
ered tn&Hibility, which demanded profound reve- 
rence 
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Tcnce from all the true fons of the dhurch, he fell 
:^wn upon his knees and read it. to the lords and 
>commdns, who were bent down to the earth in the 
fame humble pofture. The whole re^llm was now 
to retuni to itfs fpiritual obedience to his Holmefs. 
The profpedt was joyful. Animated by a fentiment 
©f pious afFeaion, all prefent crouded to the cathe- 
^ral'where ithey expreffed their gratitude in 4n aft 
of dcrout thank^iving. This tribute to Heaven 
beii^ performed, the parliament proceeded to bii- 
iinefs. 

Afteh deckriBg the legitirracy of the Qjieeu, 
«lnd her juft title to the thiiotne of thefc kingdoms, 
they revived all fonncr afts in fovcuur of Pqjery, 
wpeaied thofc ttcndly to the refotroation, aoknow- 
leged the fprrtual fuprcmacy ef the Pope, and re- 
flored the lands which had been alienated and be- 
come *the property (of the crown, to their former 
proprietors. The territories of Leix and OfFaJy 
were formed into counties, to be governed by Eng- 
lifti law, and, in violence to Ae rights of the ma- 
tiv«j to whom they had hitherto belonged, to bedif- 
pofed of in^iiatits:at the royd pleafure. The for- 
mer was denumiaated the King's, «»d the latter the 
-Queetfs County. 

EMTOiiAirTs from Scotknd had been iromcrmis, 
and, on fome occafrons, hdftile to govcrrimejit. It 
was n<Jw declared to be high treafon to invite them 
to Ireland, to entertain or intermarry with them 
without lidence from the deputy. 

Yotr have feen, that by Poyhings' Statute, no law 
could beena&edeiooeptthofe which, ^previous to the 
meeVmg «)f parliansent, were tranfmitted by the de- 
puty «nd' coundf to.England, dnd receivied the ap- 
probation 



286. . THE "HISTORY 

probation of his Majefty in council. As matters fre- 
quently occurred during the fitting of par liaraent not 
forefcen, and which required, that- laws relating to 
them (hould, without delay, be pafledi it was enad- 
ed by this parliament, that all fuch laws or reafons 
and confiderations as feeriied neceflary after the 
meeting of parliament, and for rWhich no provifion 
had been made, fhould he tranfmitted by the depu- 
ty and council, in the fame manner as thofc which 
bad been fen t over* to England, ^before it was con- 
vened. This amendment of PoyningsVLaw was ve- 
ry ufeful, but to it was added an explanatory claufe 
which rendered it more obnoxious. According to 
Poynings' Aft, his Majefty and council might rejedt, 
but could not alter any of the propofed laws or con- 

'fiderations tranfmitted. This ftatute of Philip and 
Mary, by a forced conftruftion of. the original aft, 
empowered them not only to rejeft, but to alter 
them at pleafure. 

The exclufive power of deliberating, in the de- 
puty, in his majefty, and in the councils of both 
kingdoms, continued until th^ tidie of James, tlie 
Firft, when our parliament affiimed -a privilege of 
being humble remembrancers Xo .the privy council, 
of what bills were proper to be tranfinitfed to Eng- 
land. Hence arbfe the praftice oF framing in either 
houfe, what are called Heads of BHls^ which being 
once read, were carried up to the privy council, 
from thence tranfmitted to England^ in the form of 
a bill where it was. laid before the attorney general, 
and then before his majefty and privy council. 
If it pafled through thefe different ordeals, where it 
might be fupprefled Or altered, at pleafure, it came 

'back to the houfe of parliiamcnt, in which it origin- 
ated^ 
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ated, from whence it pafled to the other houfe, and 
from that to the Iprd lieutenant, whofe confent, in 
the name of the kingj ftamped it with the authority 
of law. 

But the power of neither of the houfes extended 
farther than to a fimple acceptance or rejeftion and 
that in the very form in which the bill returned from 
England. They could alter it in no refped what- 
ever. 

Prior to the time of James the Firft, the council 
were conftituted fole judges with refpedt to the bills 
to be tranfmitted. This power they were determin- 
ed not to relinquifh. Even from the time that bills 
originated in parliament, as if they had ftill been 
vefted with the fame authority, they altered or fup- 
prefled them. For this pradtice, the Law of Poyn- 
ings made no provifion, it was therefore a flagrant 
abufe of it. 

That the privy council, confiding of a fmali 
number, incompetent to determine in fuch matters, 
and influfenccd by their dependence on government, 
ftiouid, in this manner, be permitted to interfere 
betwixt majefty and the decifions of both houfes of 
parliament, was difgracefu!, an affront to the digni- 
ty of the nation, unconftitutional, and highly inju- 
rious to the general intereft. 

As the reformation in this country had made in- 
confidcrable progrefs, religion fooh affumed it*s ufual 
form. Hence, none of thefe inquifitoriai proceed- 
ings ftain the annals of Ireland, of which Mary was 
the caufe in England, to the everlafting reproach of 
her memory. Though (he had here little oppofition 
to contend with, it is faid, (he had i(rued orders of a 
fanguinary complexion, but which, from the miftake 

of 
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of the perfon with whom they were entf ufted, were 
fortunately, nol executed. In confdquenee of Ire* 
land being a. ftranger to the horiid fcenes afted- in 
England, it became an afylum to a number of Pro- 
t^ftants, who fled hither, to avoid the rage of perfe- 
cution. To- the unfpeakable joy of the humane, 
more efpectally of thofe who profeflfcd thic Ptotcftant 
i:eIigionr Mary died the feven teen th/ ofi November, 
fifteen hundred and fifty eighth. She fat upon^ tho 
throne fix yearsv During, her reign,, Ireland: was, 
W ufualj much troubled ijpith ihteffinecommotians: 
Owe of thefc wa$ produ^ve of.a«a6k of barba>« 
rity in the EngUrti towards\the natives,, (hocking to 
humanity. The fept: of. the GaveHalis had fpreait' 
themfdves-through the Southern, parts of the county 
of IJflblin, where they comraittcdHcftilitTesi. THefe 
wretched people wcne. attacked: by, the citizens of 
Dublin and many of them killed. The reff, to the' 
number of an. hxmdrod andrfcwty,. <hut themfefvest 
up in Powerfcourt fortreft. They were: oompeited* 
tp furrcnder, carried to, Dublin, where fovefrfty four 
of them were put to death by. the hands lof the comh 
i9(0a icxeoulbjoer. 

Earewett 

LETT ER- Lxxvnr: 

ELIZABET^H; fifter and fitcceffbr' of IVfery, 
was: crowriedinf the year fifteen chwnd red a-nd 
fifty, eigfcit: BcifTgi very ca«ti<D«a m th^- avowal of 
her religious fentirhents,-. her- titte was- recognifed 
ii^ both fciagdoms. Suflex was continued Ikput y oF^ 
Ir/sladod; On his arrival in this kingdom, he was con* 
du^ied to the Gaihedfal, where ihe fiuiqr, for the firft 

time 
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time was fung in England. Commotions were very- 
prevalent, in Leinfter, in Munfter and Connaught ; 
but thofe with which the North was threatened were 
ftill more alarming to government. Afflidled by 
the diffentions of his family and the gloomy afpeft 
of his affairs, Tyrone had died in confinement.- John, 
his eldeft fon, was now acknowleged to be the head 
of the fept, the territories belonging to which were 
very exte/ifive. The Deputy had compelled him to 
fubmit. Now, he had no alternative but either to 
permit Matthew to be veiled with the earldom and 
poffeflions of Tyrone, or openly to renounce his al- 
legiance and fupport his pretenfions by the fword. 
He preferred the latter. The Deputy was abfent in 
England. Sir Henry Sydney, whom he had left in 
his place, defirous of being thoroughly acquainted 
with the intentions of O'Nial, a report of which had 
reached him, defired a conference with him at Dun- 
dalk. O'Nial refufed, but, his preparations, proba- 
bly, not being finifhed and unwilling to break; yet 
with government, he requefted Sydney to pay him 
a vifit and be fponfor to a child lately born to him. 
Sir Henry, from political motives, thought it beft to 
accept of this extraordinary invitation. In courfe of 
converfation, Sydney began to expoftnlate with 
John upon the oppofition which it was fuppofed he 
defigned to give to the Englifli government. The 
chieftain with candour, with much good fenfe and 
fpirit, juftified his intentions. He faid that his fa- 
ther's furrender was void, as, according to the laws 
of taniftry, all his claims to the eftate terminated 
with his life ; that even the letters patent^ by Eng- 
lifli law, were void, becaufe no inquifition had been 
nor could be taken as the lands of Tyrone had not 
Voi,,I. X been 
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been made (hire ground; that it would be diibo 
nourable that Matthew, illegitimate, for many years, 
the reputed fon of a fmith Ibould be intruded into 
the honours and pofleflions of the houfe of 0*Nial. 
Sydney was not infenfible to the force of thefe ar- 
guments. Upon confulting the council, to let the 
matter reft where it was, appeared, for the prefent, 
moft expedient. 

As foon as Elizabeth was eftabliflied on the throne 
(he openly avowed her fentiments as a friend to the 
reformation, in the dodtrines of which (he had been 
educated. Warmly interefted in it's fucccfs, fhe 
determined to overthrow the ftrudlure of Popery 
crefted by her fifter, and to fpread the influence of 
the Proteftant religion, through all her dominions, 
not only as it refpedted the fpiritual fupremacy of the 
crown but points of belief. Having taken the moft 
efFe<au4l meafures in England for this purpofe, (he 
gave inftruftions to her Irifli Deputy to exert him- 
ielf with vigour, in fupport of the fame caufe. 

The genius and fpirit of the Gofpel are uncon- 
ne£ked with civil power. The kingdom of Chrift is 

>j entirely of a fpiritual nature, refting upon the 
convidtion of the underftanding and the unr 
reftrained afFedions of the heart as it's only true and 
real foundation. However, after the example of 
former princes and that of every nation which adopt- 
ed Chriftianity from the days of Conftantine, the 
form of religion, now,, to be eftabliftied, was incor- 
porated with the ftate and aided by the arm of civil 
authority. Suffex called a parliament, to which were 
fiimmoned the reprefentatives of ten counties, being 
fix more than writs had been iffued to, for a feries 
of years. It was here enadted, that the fpiritual ju- 

rifdiftion 
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rifdiAion ftiould be reftored to the crown ; that ap- 
peals to the Pope, the aft of Philip and Mary con- 
cerning Herefy and ail a6ts in favour of the Roman 
Cathoiick religion, fliould be repealed; that the 
Queen and her heirs might veil commiffioners with a 
power of ecclefiaftical jurifdidion. That all who held 
offices under the crown Ihouid^ on pain of forfeiture, 
take the oath of fupremacy. An aft alfo paflcd for 
uniformity of common prayer. AH perfons were 
enjoined to attend the fervice of the church, on the 
penalty of nine pence for every abfence. In one of 
the ads, provifion was made that where the mini- 
ftcrs could not officiate in EngFifli they (hould be 
permitted to perform the fervice in Latin. This and 
other inftances of a fimilar kind, which have been 
mentioned, ftrongly mark the weak ftate of the 
Englifh intereft, during thefe times, in this country. 

A Statute was likewife enaded by which firft 
fniits and the twentieth part of fjMrituak were re* 
ftored to the crown. 

The warm oppofition given to thefe meafures by 
a number of the members, induced Suffex, after a 
Ihort feflion, to diflblve the parliament. 

Adieu% 

L E T T E R LXXIX. 

IT is remarkable that of nineteen prelates who were 
prefent in the late parliament, none of them re- 
fufed to conform and relinquiflied their fees, the Bi-^ 
(hops of Meath and Kildare excepted. But, through- 
out the nation, in general, a very different fpirit 
prevailed. Difcontents, on account of religion, were 
iiniverfal. The Queen was accufed of Herefy. Cler- 

X z . gymeij 
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gymeft abandoned their parifhes, which^ from the 
want of Protcftant tninifters, remained Vacant. 
Churches were not kept in repair, and little regard 
was paid t6 the late conftitutions of parliament. 

The friends of the Cathdlick faith looked up to 
the Pope for fupport ; they alfo expefted afliftance 
from Philip of Spain, ^ violent bigot to the Romilh 
perfuafion, and who was not more offended with 
Elizabeth on the fcore of religion than for the aflift- 
ance (he had given his revolted fubjedts of the pro- 
vince of Holland. 

Encouraged by the prefent difcontents, as fa- 
vourable to the views he had formed of eftabliftiing 
his independence in Ulfter^ O'Nial openly avowed 
his pretcnfions^ colle£ted his followers, led them to 
, f- the field and committed depredations, even 
beyond the limits of the pale* Suffex, at the 
head of five hundred men, marched out to oppofe 
him. But, by the interpofition of Kildare, the friend 
of O'Nial, hoftilities ceafed, upon the terms that his 
complaints ftiould be adjufted equitably and himfelf 
acknowleged dynaft of his fept with all the rights 
belonging to that dignity, and alfo that if the Baron 
of Dungannon could not fupport his claim, he fhould 
be created Earl of Tyrone. Mean time, O'Nial 
fwore allegiance to government, which he was 
bound to renew in the prefence of the Queen. Ao- 
cordingly, with a refpedable guard compleatly ac- 
coutred and richly drefled in the manner of their 
country, he repaired to London and with artlefs frni- 
plicity told the ftory of the injufticc with- which he 
had been treated. Elizabeth heard him favourably 
and difmifled him with prefents and with the hopes of 
her proteftion. By his condud, on returning to Ire- 
land, 
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land, he feemed to have a fcnfe of this kind treat- 
ment, for he drove many of the Scots out of Ulfter 
who, we have feen, had for fome time harraffed it 
with their invafions and exerted himfelf to prefervc 
the public peace. 

At this time Annaly was reduced Into a (hire 
called the county of Longford. Connaught ^ . 
Was likewife divided into the counties of ^ 
Clare, Galway, Sligo, Mayo, Rofcommon and Lei- 
trim, But inteftine infurrcAions were ftill preva-r 
lent. The Earl of Clanricarde and Mac Outer were 
at variance. The Bimes, the Tools, the Cavanahs 
and other chieftains were in arms. Betwixt Ormond 
and Dcfmond, the latter of whom had lately loft in 
battle, three hundred men, difputes were violent, 
Upon this occafion, Defmond was wounded and ta- 
ken prifoner. The men of Ormond employed in 
carrying him ofF the field moft ungeneroufly infulted 
his misfortune, alking him with contempt, " Where 
is now the great Lord of Defmond ?" " Where,'^ 
replied he with a magnanimity truly admirable, 
^^ Where, but in his proper place, ftill on the necks 
of the Butlers.'*' 

Sussex being recalled, Arnold an Englifli Knight, 
was appointed to fucceed him, but, being unfit for 
the ofiice, he was foon fuperfeded and Sir Henry 
Sydney vefted with the authority of viceroy. Sir 
Henry had filled that office with reputation. The 
times required fuch a governor. The violence done 
to their religious fyftem had produced difcontents in 
the minds of many, which yrere likely to continue. 
A NUMBER of chieftains, as we have juft menti- 
oned, were at variance. With refpedt to O'Nial, 
^bqm nothing could fatisfy fhort of ^bfolute indet 

X g pendence^ 



S94 ^THE HISTORY 

pendencc, he was bufily employed in making War- 
like preparations. " I have not," cried he, " for- 
gotten the royal dignity of my anceftors. Uifter 
was theirs and fliall be mine-, by the fword they 
won it, and with the fword I will maintain it." Ani- 
mated by thefe fentiments, he led his forces to Der- 
ry. Having provoked the garifon, a fkirmilh enfucd 
in which the governor and a number of O^NiaPs men 
were flain. As he had made no attack upon the 
town, he complained that he had been mjurioufly 
treated, commenced. hoftiJiticsif.* applied to Rome 
and Spain for aid, arid exhorted feveral Irifh lords 
to ftand forth in fupport of the common caufe. Th^ 
Deputy having endeavoured, in vain, to perfuade" 
him to peace, adopted a fcheiJne which he thought 
would effedkually reduce him to obedience, O'Nial 
had driven the chieftain of Fermanagh, and Calvagh 
of Tyrone from their lands ; thefe Sydney rcinftat^; 
cd, and engaged them, with other chieftains offended 
at O'Nial, to fubmit to Elizabeth, and to commence 
hiftiliti«s againft him. 

. 0*NiAL was unable to contend .with the united 
force of fo many enemies. Repulfed and deferted 
by a number of his followers, he caft hihrfelf for pro- 
tedion on the Scots, "who, hotwithftanrilng the efforts 
made to expel them from the country, *h?d gained 
and continued to poffefs fettlcments in Ulller. Ei- 
ther, by tre^hery or in a private (Quarrel, he fhortly 
after loft his life. Thus ended the exertions of this 
Northern chieftain to regain thofe privileges of which 
his family hiid been unjuflly deprived. Animated 
by one of the nobkfl fentiments of the htmian heart, 
he encountered every danger- and ran every rifquc 
in .behalf of that liberty ivhoch had beqx tranfmitted 

to 
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to him by his anceftcMTS as a facred inheritance, 
through the courfe of many generations. 

The death of O'Nial reftorcd, at prefent, the 
province of Ulfter to tranquility. Turlogh Lytiogh, 
a branch of the fame family, was appointed his fuc- 
ecflpr from the perfuafion that he was a man of a 
quiet temper who would prefer peace to a ftrugglc 
for independence. 

Many parts of the kingdom being diftiirbed by 
difputes and infurre<flions, the Queen gave orders 
to Sydney to fummon a parliament. It met in Ja- 
nuary fifteen hundred and fixty nine. A number of 
members determined to give every poflible oppofi- 
tioh to government, The Ifegality of the returns 
w^re fcrtitinized and feveral laid a^ide as unconftltu- 
tional. Still, government had a rhajority. By law^ 
none could be eledled who were not refiderit j not- 
^.^jivithftanding,. feveral of that defcription were re- 
f^jgtied by the ftierifFs. The opinion of the judges 
was fakeft upon the c^ueflion of their legality. In 
fliameful perverfion of juftice, they gave it in favour 
of the illegal returns, But the judges held their 
places during pleafure and were dependants on the^ 
crown, 

By a law, Poynings* Statute was fufpended in re^* 
fpeft to the whole of the proceedings of this parliaJ 
ment, a meafure warmly oppofed by the mihorityj^ 
as giving a pdwcr to the Deputy and council' dange- 
rous to the ftate. To reconcile the minds of thri 
country party to this meafure, it was enafted, that 
no bill (hould be tranfmitted to England for the re- 
peal of Poyrtings' Law, urtlefs firft agreed upon by 
a majority of the lords atid commons. Several other 
la\<rs pjjffed, the principal Of wfeieh were 5 that, m 

the 
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the place of coigne and livery, a fubfidy of thirteen 
rfiillings and four pence for every plow land, (hould 
he granted for ten years ; that five of the principal 
men of every tribe fliould anfwer for all the dama- 
ges committed by any belonging to it ; that certain 
forfeited diftrids (hould be vefted in the crown ; that 
John O'Nial fliould be attainted, the name abolifhed, 
and his lands in Ulfter, a part in favour of Turlogh 
Lynogh excepted, forfeited to her Majefty ; that all 
who chofe might furrender their lands and receive 
them again from the crown as Englifti tenures ; that, 
to prevent improper perfons from being admitted to 
benefices, as frequently had been the cafe, particu- 
larly in Munfter and Connaught, the Deputy and 
his fucceflbrs fliould, for ten years, prefent to bene- 
fices within the bounds of thefe provinces. 

You have feen that Annally had been reduced 
into a fliire and that Connaught was divided into 
counties ; this now received the fandtion of parlia- 
ment, '^t in thefe, judges of aflize were not ap- 
pointed as had been done with refpeft to the other 
counties. In their place, two courts of prefidency 
were infl:ituted, one for Connaught, the other for 
Munfter. In the former. Sir Edward Fitton, and in 
the latter. Sir John Perrot prefided. The pfeople of 
thefe provinces fmarted under the feverity of their 
government. 

Of Ulfter, which was forfeited, one half was 

vefted in the crown, but it was not feized for the 

benefit of her Majefty, nor any profits re-; 

' ' ceived from it. Little was done here except 
changing the title. The officers of ftate were negli- 
gent of their duty ; inftead of taking pains to conci- 
liate the affeftions of the natives they treated them 

with 
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vrith injuftice. In general, they were, as ufual, 
much difcontcnted. The change which had been 
made in religion continued to give them great dif- 
fatisfadtion, which at this time was heightened by 
the Pope who excommunicated Elizabeth. This in 
their eye, placed her Hcrefy in a ftill more odious 
point of view. 

Adieu. 

LETTER LXXX. 

THE difpute which had arifcn betwixt the carls 
of Ormond and Dcfmond had, in the end, 
been referred to. the Queen, who determined it in 
favour of the former and caft Defmond into pri- 
fon. Provoked by this affront to his family and 
excited by other caufes of difcontent, James Fitz- 
maurice his brother took up arms againft govern- 
ment, and prevailed with a number of chieftains, 
among whom was the peaceable Turlogh Lynogh, 
to efpoufe his caufe. Not depending upon their aid 
as fufficient, he applied to the Pope and to the King 
of Spain for afliftance. Alarmed by this formidable 
infurredion, the Deputy took every neceflary ftep 
to oppofe it, and after fome vigorous exertions, in 
which he was much affifted by the attention and ac- 
tivity of Sir John Perrot, it was fupprefTed. 

An unfuccefsful attempt had lately been made by 
Sir Thomag Smith to eftablifti an Englifli fettlement 
in Ulfter upon the forfeited lands. Not difcouraged 
by this, Walter Devereugh Earl of Effex, a young 
man of a w^rm enterprifing temper, highly in favour 
with the Queen, accompanied by a number of gen- 
tlemen of diftinftiqn, and by a body of forces, came 

pyef 
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over, for this purpofc, in Auguft fifteen hundred 
and feventy three. But he met with unfurmount- 
able difficulties* Several chieftains, filled with in- 
dignation by this iniquitous attempt to drive them 
from their lands and habitations, formed a confede^ 
racy, and, by their repeated defultory attacks, har^ 
raffed his men exceedingly. The principal adven- 
turers became difcouraged, deferted him and re^ 
turned to their own country. After many unfuc- 
eefsful efforts^ he went back to England, from 
whence he returned to this country veiled with the 
dignity of Earl Marfhal. Again he endeavoured to 
accomplifh his favourite fcheme, but met with new 
difappointments, The difficulties he had to encoun- 
ter were greatly aggravated by the oppofition of hia 
enemies, who, jealous of his intereft with Elizabeth, 
were hoflile to every thing which tended to promote 
his intereft. He was forced to relinquifc the under^ 
taking. The fame laudable fpirit in the natives 
which roufed them to the defience of their rights, in 
oppofition to the views of the ambitious Effex, made 
Fitzwilliam, fhortly before created Lord Deputy, 
tired of his office. He befeeched the Queen to recal 
him. She complied, and placed the reins of governP- 
ment, once more, in the hands of Sir Henry Sydney, 
Vefted with ample powers, he landed the twelfth of 
September fifteen hundred and feventy five, 

Immediately upon his arrival, with fix hundred 
borfe and foot, he made a progrefs through fevera! 
parts of the kingdom, received the fubmiffion of 
Turlogh Lynogh and other ofFcftdefs, an^ happily 
quieted thofe infurr^ftions which had fo long dif-^ 
tiirbed the public peace. None of the infurgents 
gave Utn fo mudi trotible as the fons of Lord Clan- 

ricardc^ 
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tarde, who^ provoked by the feverity of Sir Edward 
Fitton the prefident of Connaught, had rifen in arm* 
againft government. He drove them to the 
mountains, feized fevcral of the caftles of 
Clanricarde, took himfelf prifoner and conveyed bim 
to Dublin, where he had been confined ftiortly bc^ 
fore. 

This year, types of the Irifh charadter were firft 
brought into Ireland by the Chancellor of Saint Pa- 
tricks, It was ordered by government, that the 
book of common prayer ftiould be printed in that 
language and ^ church fet apart in the principal 
town of every diocefc, where prayers, in the Irifli 
tongue^ (hould be resid and a fermon preached to 
the common people, Whilft penal ftatutes were a 
difgrace to Chriftianity, this mode of making con* 
verts to the reformation was agreeable to the amia- 
ble, benevolent fpirit of the Gofpel, and was at- 
tended with the fuccefs it fo well merited. 

Sir John Peirot being removed from the prefi- 
dency of Munfter, he was fucceeded by Sir William 
Drury, who, as governpr of Berwick, had acquired 
confiderable reputation. In difcharging the duties 
of his office, he acquitted himfelf with vigour and 
adtivity. In a particular inftance he gave much of- 
fence to the Earl of Defmond ; Kerry a part of his 
territories, was a qounty palatine, and, of courfe, 
entitled to all the privileges of exempt jurifdi<5tion. 
Hither, a number^ to avoid the power of the Prefi- 
dent, fled for protection, Drury purfued them and 
cxercifed in Kerry the fame authority^ in any other, 
diftria of the province. The Earl^xpoftulated, 
upon this encroachment on his prerogative. But in 
Tain. Defmpnd cojlefted a number of his followers 

to 
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to aid him in vindicating his rights. They were at- 
tacked by the Prefident and routed ; upon which he 
complained of his injuries to the Deputy, In parti- 
cular, he accufed Drury, of having impofed a tax 
by his own authority. The caufe, in common with 
others rf a fimilar nature fupported by the inhabit 
tants of the pale, was heard before the Deputy, and 
from his tribunal removed by appeal to England. 
The council, without paying any regard to jufr 
tice, or to the principles of the conuitution, deter- 
mined it in favour of Drury. The tax, they faid^ 
concerned a cuftomary fine, and depended on the 
Queen's prerogative. Upon this new and flagrant 
violation of their rights, the minds of the people 
were inflamed with refcntment. Aftuated by a fpi^ 
rit worthy of the caufe in which they were engaged,^ 
they abfolutely refufed compliance. Govemment,^ 
determined to enforce the iniquitous impofition, and 
to inflidt examplary punifliment on thofe who had 
been moft afkive in oppofmg the meafure, feized 
them, both here and in England, and call them into 
prifbn. They were foon, however, releafed from 
confinement, and the matter compromifed, Eliza- 
beth having perceived that popular difcontents had 
rifen fo high as to threaten government with alarm- 
ing confequences. The haughty fpirit of the Queen„ 
who was more ftrongly attached to prerogative than 
to the privileges of her fubjefts, would, it is proba- 
ble, have been more difficult to fubdue, on the pre- 
fent occafion, had (he not been threatened with dan^ 
ger from another quarter. 

Thomas Stukcly, an Englifh adventurer of en- 
terprife and ambition being refufed by Sydney a 
place which he had folicited, retired to the continent 
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in difguft and applied to the Pope and Philip of 
Spain for a body of forces with which he vainly pro- 
niifed to conquer Ireland, in favour of the Marquifs 
of Vincola a natural fon of his Holinefs. He fuc- 
ceeded in his application and diftinguifhed by thfe 
Pope with a variety of pompous titles and veiled 
with all the plenitude of power which had been fo 
liberally granted to Henry the Second for the con- 
queft of Ireland, embarked with eight hundred men. 
But, on his arrival at Portugal, being invited to 
ferve under Sebaftian who was going upon an expcr 
dition to Africa, he confented to aifift him, upon 
condition that on their return, the King of Portugal 
ihould aid him in the execution of his defign againft 
Ireland. With Sebaftian, Stukely and his men pe- 
liihed in Africa. 

Farewelh 

L E T T E fl LXXXI. 

OF a nature, more ferious in it's confequences 
than the fcheme of invafion formed by Stuke- 
ly, was that planned and executed by James Fitz- 
maurice, brother of the Earl of Defmond. Some 
time before, he had engaged in an infurreftion 
againft government. He ftill retained the fame re- 
fentment to Elizabeth. Animated by this paffion, 
he left Ireland and applied for aid to Philip of Spain 
who furnilhed him with a fmall number of men. 
With thefe and fome fugitives who joined them, he 
landed at Smerwkk in the county of Kerry. Upon 
his arrival, two brothers of the Earl of Defmond, 
Sir John Defmond and James Fitzmaurice with their 
followers, efpoufed his caufe. He expedted more 

powerfiU 
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powerful affiftance and to procure \t^ made an in- 
curfion into the interior and more diftalit parts of 
the kingdom. In the county of Limerick, he was 
killed in a rencounter occafioned by a difpute which 
happened betwixt him and one of the De Burgos. 
In his place, Sir John put himfelf at the head of the 
invaders, who fprcad themfclves through the coun- 
try, refolving to Hand upon the defenfive, and, af- 
ter the manner of the natives, take every opportunity 
of annoying the forces which might be fent to op- 
pofe them. 

Sir William Drury, now deputy in the place of 

Sydney, drew together all the forces he could col- 

' left and led them againil the Spaniards and 

' their aflbciates. The mode of operations 
adopted by the enemy rendered the bufmefs exceed- 
ingly difficult. He was not only haraffed by deful- 
tory attacks^ but loft a detachment of two hun- 
dred men. In the mean time. Sir John's forces 
were confiderably encreafed. Havmg been in the 
field feveral weeks, fatigue and bad health obliged 
the Deputy to retire and leave the command of the 
troops to Sir Nicholas Malby. In a plain near Li- 
merick, Sir Nicholas came up with the enemy who 
confifted of about two thoufand men, engaged and 
after an obftinate battle entirely defeated them. 

By letters found in the baggage, it appeared that 
the Earl of Defmond, whofe condu<ft, for fome time, 
had been fufpicious, was engaged in the intcreft of 
the infurgents. He now threw off the maflc and 
made an attack upon the Englifh camp, which was 
unfuccefsful. Attempts to perfuade the Earl to 
peace having proved ineffeftual, Malby was jMrepar- 

ingf 
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ing'to force him to fubmiflion ; but the Deputy died 
which put an end to his command. 

Sir William Pelham, created lord juftice by the 
council, profecuted the war in Munfter on the other 
hand. Defmond, having rejedted new offers which 
were made to reconcile him to government in con- 
fequence of which he had been proclaimed a tray tor, 
ufed every effort to procure the affiftancc of friends 
at home and abroad, but, by the unremitting ex- 
ertions of Pelham, he was roluced to fuch ftraights 
as to be under the painful neceffity of cafting himfelf 
on the mercy of government. There was now no 
room for pardon. On her knees and with tears 
ftreaming from her eyes, his lady entreated in his 
behalf. In vain. Nothing would be accepted but 
unconditional fubmiflion. Defmond chofe rather to 
encounter the utmoft extremity of fortune. 

Soon after, Arthur Lord Grey was made deputy 
of Ireland. A ftranger to the country and to the 
manner of fighting ufed by the natives, of 
whom, with Englifhmen in general, he en- '^' 
tertained a high contempt, he thought nothing was 
eafier than to put an end to the war. Experience 
foon convinced him of his folly. A body of Irifli 
were polled in the vallies of Glendelough, from 
whence, they made continued incurfions into the 
country all around. Grey ordered his men to dif- 
lodge them. They marched forward to execute 
the command. No enemy was to be feen. But, of 
a fudden, the Irifh appeared and made repeated at- 
tacks upon them from the woods, until the Queen's 
troops were entirely deftroyed. The Deputy, covered 
with diflionour, faw now the difficulty of the fervice 
in which he had engaged* Winter having left the 

coafls 
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coafts open which he had been appointed to pro- 
ted, fcven hundred Spaniards and Italians landed 
at Smerwick with money, arms and amunition for 
five thoufand men. The Deputy having joined his 
forces to thofe of Ormond, who commanded in 
Munfter, attacked the foreigners in a fort begun 
by their countrymen, and which they were en- 
deavouring to finifti. The garrifon, no longer able 
to defend themfelves, propofed to furrender, on 
terms which were refufed them. Forefecing the 
dreadful confequences of their fituation, they cried 
out, Mercy ! Mercy ! The conquerors, ftceled 
againft every fentiment of compaflion, put them 
all to the fword, the Italian general and a few- 
officers exceped, who wefe made prifoncrs. This 
deteftable aft was univerfally condemned : the very 
recital of it thrills the heart with horror. 

To affift in re-eftabli(hing the public tranquility, 
Ormond was made prefident of Munfter ; Zouch an 
Englifh officer of reputation, had configned to his care 
the County of Kerry, and the celebrated Sir Walter 
Raleigh, fome time before fent to Ireland in the fer- 
vice of the Queen, had the principal command in 
Cork. 

By the aftivity and diftinguiflied valour of thefc 
officers, the force of the enemy was confiderably 
weakened, which would not have been fo formida- 
ble had it not been ftrenghtened by the acceffion of 
feveral of the nobility of the pale, among whom was 
Lord Baltinglas, the Lord of Lixnaw and his fon, 
with others of confequence. The two latter were 
reduced to fubjedion and fome others of leading in- 
fluence were taken prifoners. Sir John Defmond fell 
a viaim to the aftivity of Zouch. The unfortu* 
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natc* Earl of Defmond was reduced to the fitiiati^n i>£ 
a wretched outlaw, deftitute of friends arid' prcn 
tc<aion. Having paffed through a variety of dlftfefs- 
ing viciffitudes, he was obliged, in the depth of 
Winter, to fly for fafety to a wood near Kilmallock. 
Some Englifhmen, from a neighbouring garrifon^ 
being iniFormed of his retreat, endeavoured to furprife 
him. He difcovered his danget, fled with his lady 
from the wretched hut where he had lain concealed, 
plunged to the neck into a river which ran through 
the wood, and continued in this deplorable fituation 
until his purfuers retired. Upon this occafion, his 
fervants were killed and his little property carried 
off. The miferable fugitive wandered about, in ex- 
treme neceflity, until the following Autumn, when, 
having driven off fome cattle for fupport, the wo- 
man to whom they belonged complained to a bro- 
ther of the lofs (he had fuftained. Having obtained 
a few foldiers from a neighbouring fort, he purfued 
the cattle to night when they were flopped in their 
progrefs by a wood. About midnight, having per- 
ceived a fire at fome diflance they advanced towards 
it and arrived at a cabin where they difcovered aa 
old man alone in a hut fitting by the fide of the fire. 
Ohe of them drew his fword and feverely wounded 
him in the arm, upon which he cried out in anguifh, 
** Save me, for I am the Earl of Defmond." His 
head was fevered from his fhoulder and fent to Lon- 
don, where it was exhibited as a puhlic fpeftacle. 

Of all the natives, none had been more powerful 
than Defmond, or poffeffed, in a higher degree, 
that bold fpirit of independence which they gloried 
in as their highefl honor and for which, upon all pc- 
cafions, they were ready to facrifice their lives, their 
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property, every thing deareft to them upon Earth.' 
With him, the name and family of Defmond were 
utterly extinguifhed and his large pofleflions forfeited 
to the crown. 

Th a t Elizabeth and her miniftcrs wiftied for Irifli 
forfeitures even at the expence of juftice and honor, 
is beyond all doubt, for in the courfe of the prefent 
infurredion, Ormond offered by proclamation, life 
and lands to thofe of Defmond's aflbciates who would 
furrender. Induced by this encouragement, a num- 
ber of them laid down their arms. This highly of- 
fended the Qijeen, who, under her own hand, gave 
orders to Ormond to feize thofe whom he had par- 
doned. Ormond in a letter to the Lord Treafurer, 
had the fpirit and the juftice to reply, that he would 
never ufe treachery to any roan ; that the inftrufti^ 
ons he had received^ were injurious to the honor of 
the Queen and to his own and that whoever gave 
the advice was much fitter to execute it than he 
was. 

Adieu. 

LETTER LXXXIL 

WITH the fall of Defmond, thofe difturbances 
which had created fo much uneafmefs to go- 
vernment, ceafed for the prefent. Had a fyftem of 
.policy, founded on juft and humane principles, been 
now adopted by the Englifti miniftry, a permanent 
tranquility might have been eftabliflied in Ireland. 
But the views of England were, rather, to foment 
diflentions in this ill fated country, left by it's re- 
gaining internal ftrength, the nation (hould throw 
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dfF the Britifh yoke, and regain it*s original inde- 
pendence. 

Grey, who, on many occafions, provoked the na- 
tives by his feverity, had, at his own defire, « 
been recalled and the government of Ireland, 
under the title of lords jufticcs, committed to the 
Archbifhop of Dublin and Sir Henry Wallop. Hav- 
ing prefided in the adminiftration a fliort time, they 
were fucceeded by Sir John Perrot, who, before 
had held that office, the duties of which he difcharged 
in a manner very conducive to the intereft of the 
crown. He began his government with a declaration 
of indemnity to all concerned in the late infurredi- 
on. To induce the natives and thofe who were cal- 
led degenerate Englifli to fubmit to Englifli law, he 
made a progrefs through the. province of Connaught 
where he corrected fome diforders and, appointed 
IherifFs, for the firft time, to the counties of Clare, 
Galway, Sligo, Mayo, Rofconmion and Leitrim. 
Whilft engaged in this bufmefs, he was called into 
Ulfter by an account that a thoufand Scots had in- 
vaded the Northern coafts of that province, in aid 
of their countrymen, who had probably formed a 
dcfign of extending their power under the command 
of Surleboy one of their principal chieftains. Upon 
his arrival in the North with a body of forces, the 
Scots difappeared. His expedition there, on the 
prefent occafion, and another which he made to Ul- 
fter, a fliort time after, were not unprofitable to go- 
vernment. He received the fubmiffion of feveral 
chieftains and amongft the reft, that of Turlogh Ly- 
nogh whom Defmond had prevailed with to re- 
nounce his allegiance to Elizabeth. A number ac- 
^uiefced in thofe forms which were neceffary to the 
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boiding of their lands, in future, as Englifh tenures. 
Befides, he added to the counties already formed, 
thofe of Cavan, Fermanagh, Donegal, Coleraine, 
Tyrone, Monaghan and Armagh appointing Iheriffs 
and other officers neceflary to the regular admimftra- 
iion of juftice. He prevailed alfo that in the(c parts, 
. provifion ftiould be made, by affeffment, for the 
maintenance of eleven hundred men. 

In April fifteen hundred and eighty five, a parli- 
ament was affembled at Dublin. In the upper houfe, 
there were prefent twenty four fpiritual and twenty 
five temporal lords. The lower houfe confifted of 
only feven members for counties and twenty fcven 
for boroughs and cities. The firft part of the bufi- 
nefs was a motion from the court party for a fufpen- 
fion of Poynings' Law, which was negatived by the 
oppofite party, who were jealous of the defigns of 
government, particularly with refpedt to the impofir 
tion of taxes. The wifhes of government being de- 
feated in relation to fome of the tranfmitted bills, 
the Deputy was offended and prorogued the parlia- 
ment. 

He was again called to the North by another in- 
vafion of the Scots. Being defeated by Captain Staf- 
ford, one of his officers, the invaders paffcd the Ban, 
retreated from place to place until they approached 
S|;;abane, which, it was (uppofed, they had a defigrt 
f o attack. To fave the town, the Englifh army march- 
ed all night, came up with them, and, in a fecond 
engagement put them to the rout. 
* The Deputy now turned his attention to the pro- 
vince of Connaught. Sir Richard Bingham the pre- 
fident and other commiffioners were empowered to 
make a compofition with that province, by which, 

in 
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in place of former exadtions, they agreed to pay ten. 
(hillings yearly for every quarter of land containing| 
a hundred and twenty acres, and alfo to furnifli a 
certain number of foldiers for the fervice of govern- 
ment. By the fame commiffion it was Tikewifc 
agreed, that the Irilh captainlbips, titles and tjie laws 
of taniilry and gavelkind ftiould be abolilhed. in Con- 
naught and that the lands of that province fhould bp 
hel4 by patent from the crown as Englilh tenures. ,. 

Farewell. 

LETTER LXXXIIL 

THE principal aft of the parliament >yhich mejt 
after the prorogation, w^ Xp attaint as guilty 
of high treafon, the Earl of Oefmpad and about a 
hundred and forty of his adherents. 

Elizabeth had been very folicitous to eftabUfli 
an Englifti colony in Munller. The principal obftar 
cle being now removed, flie proceeded with that de^ 
fign. To this end, fhe gave grants in this province 
to a number of Englifli gentlemen of rank upo^i 
terms calculated for the fecurity of the fettlement. 
It was intended that the colony ftiould be quite 
diflindt, compofed entirely of adventurers from Eng- 
land and that each tenant ftiould not be permitted 
to hold more than the exadt portion of land affigned 
him. But the conditions were eluded. The fame 
perfon was fuffered to hold different denominations 
of land ; Englifti leafes were given to others. Agents 
ill qualified to condudt the bufmefs were appointed, 
who neither did juftice to their employers nor to the 
natives. Befides, the colony was not fufficiently 
protected by government. The affairs of this fet- 
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tlement would, in all probability, have been better 
conducted, had not the Deputy, by the ftrianefs of 
his adminiftration created to himfclf many powerful 
enemies, who, fome time before, endeavoured to re- 
move him from the government by criiptnating him 
to the Queen. But though they failed in this at- 
tempt, yet they had influence enough to prevent his 
name from being inferted among the commiffioners 
i^ppointed to fuperintend the fettlement of Munfter. 

In Connaught, Sir Richard Bingham and the offi- 
cers under him, iiiftead of conciliating By gentle- 
nefs the ^ffedtions of the natives, executed Englifh 
law in fuch a manner as to render it the objeft of 
their averfion. To fee the inhabitants pillaged, to 
be witnefs to a haughty and infolent parade of mili- 
tary power, to behold the adminiftrati^m of jufticc 
accompanied with ftrong charafters of opprefBon, 
Toufed, in particular, the free and indignant fpirit 
of the I>e Burgos, They flew to arms. Bingham 
fubdued the infurre£tion and treated thofe concerned 
in it with the fame unfeeling rigour which was the 
caufe of it, The Deputy exhorted him to aft with 
•more gentlehefs, but he paid no* regard to the admo- 
nition. Provoked by his behaviour, Perrot com- 
pelled him to accept of the fubmiflion of the De Bur- 
gos. They had recourfe again to arms, and were re-^ 
duced by the Prefident to the brink of ruin when 
two thoufand Scots came to their ^fliftance, who fup- 
ported for a while their declining cauft, but Bing- 
ham, furprifed their camp ^nd by a c^ompleat vidlory 
fupprefled the infurredtion. 

The fame inhuman condudt towards the natives, 
for which Bingham was fo remarkable, diftinguiflied 
the officers of government in the pravince of Ulfter. 
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This excited in the hreafts of the Irifti lords warm 
refentmcnt and a paffionate recollection of their loft 
independence. 

We have feen that Matthew, Baron of Dungan* 
non, was a favourite of government. This attached 
his fon Hugh to Elizabeth. His manners were po- 
liOied^ in confequence of his refidence in the Englifh 
court and of the advantages he had enjoyed of a li- 
beral education. In the fervice of the Queen, he 
had given proofs that he was well qualified for dif- 
charging with propriety the duties of a military life. 
Thus diftinguiflied and by the help of an artful ad- 
drefs, he fo recommended himfclf to Elizabeth and 
to the Deputy of Ireland that he was created Earl of 
Tyrone, and received a grant of the whole - 
of that county free of chief rent, upon con- 
dition that he would^ make fuffident provifion for 
Turlogh and for the fons of John ; that he would 
difclaim all title to the reft of Ulfter and abolifli the 
name of O'Nial for ever. 

Having thus obtained the gratification of his 
wilhes, he returned to Ireland, took poffeifion of the 
earldom and his eftate, and, with views which he 
fome time after difclofed, ufed every means which 
political cunning could dcvife to eftablifh his power 
and to encreafe his confequence. Convinced that 
the diftinguifhing proofs he had received of royal fa- 
vour would engage him to fupport and extend the 
interefts of government, the Deputy permitted him 
to keep always under his command fix companies of 
foot J thcfe he changed, in fucceffion for others, until 
he had a confiderable number of followers trained to 
the ufe of arms. He gradually extended his power 
over. the neighbouring chieftains, made peace with 
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the fept of the O'Caharis, with whom he had been at 
variance, and engaged in his intereft the Scots wha 
had fettled in his neighbouihood. 

In the mean tirtie, OT)ohriel of Tirconnel, hav- 
ing call off his allegiance, engaged the ittenticHi of 
government* Npt being, provided in forces to re- 
duce him, the Deputy accompHflied the point by a 
piece of fineflfe difllonorable to his charader- He 
lo4dqd a (hip with Spanifli wines and as a yeflel of 
tliat nation fent Jt to the coaft of Tirconnel. The 
^Ideft fon of O'Donnel and two companions, by invi- 
tation, .went on b6afd and beii^ taade drunk, were 
carried to Dublin and fecured as.hoftages for the fu- 
ture good behaviour of O'Dorinel. Of a different 
complexion fronl this was the general tenour of Pcrr 
rot's condudt, in thp office of viceroy. He lovied juf-t 
tice and was particularly carefuttb reftrain theEngiifh 
grandees from cjifturbirtg the peace of governnierit, 
by tlieir avarice oc iinibitioh. This/created him ene-* 
mies, who, as has been mentioned^ endeavoured to 
hurt him in the opinibn of the Queen. Tired by 
their continued oppofition, he beffeeched herMajefty 
to permit him by relinquilhiilg hiis officse, to. .free 
himfelf from cenfurjes and difficulties which he was 
no longer able to bear. She complied and ap- 
pointed Sir William Fitzwilliain deputy, in his 
plate. • 

The couj-age of the Britifh navy, with the affiftr 
anCie of a ftorm having entirely defeated the celer 
bra ted Armada of Spain, fitted out at an immenfe 
expenfc for the deftru<5tion.of England, of the, (hips 
thit efcaped, feventeen, by tempeftiious weafhcr, 
were forced upon the coaft of Ireland. The inter- 
courfe of the Spaniards mth the natives, occafioncd 
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by thts accident, tciidcd to encrcafe their di(con- 
tents againft government and to prepare their minds 
for the approaching infurredlion. 

To afiift the Irifli, ftores and money had been 
conveyed to Ulfter from Spain. The Deputy hav- 
ing marched there with a detachment, in order to 
feizc them, and, after a ftrid fearch, being abfe to 
make no difcovery, in a fit of chagrin, he feizcd, 
upon mere fufpicion, and carried as prifoner to Dub- 
lin;, Owen Mac Toole, father-in-law to the Eari of 
Tyrone, and Sir John O'Dogherty. This a€t of 
violence againft men who had deferved well of go* 
vcrnment, was not only unjuft, biit highly impolitic. 
Fitzwilliam, in another ftretch of power, -was ftill 
more reprehenfiblcj. M*Mahon, an Irifli chieftain 6f 
Monaghan, who had fubmitted to government and 
held his land as an Englifli tenure, at this time died. 
As he hjid no children, the Deputy had promifed that 
his brother Hugh (hould be put in pofleflion of his 
lands. But inftead of fulfilling his «ngagemetlt, for 
an offence quite agreeable to the Irifti cuftorrts, and 
committed before the laws of England had been in*- 
troduced Into his country, this unfortunate chieftain 
was tried and executed. 

Adieu. 

LETTER I.XXXIV, 

IT would appear, that Hugh had'fdarceiy b6en 
created Earl of Tyrone when he 'formed the re- 
solution of becoming an independent prince. The 
various means which he ufed to encrcafe his power 
end confequence had an immediate reference to this 
4cfign. Government began to fufpe(3: his intention^; 
/ but 
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but his plan was not yet ripe for execution, there-' 
fiore, to remove all fufpicion, he went to England, 
renewed his allegiance and gave fureties for his gbod 
conduct. Accufed fomc time after by the fons of 
John O'Nial, with whom he was at variance, of a 
traiterous correfpondence with the Spaniards, he had 
artifice to elude the force of the charge and to prc- 
ferve the favourable opinion of the Queen. 

Every day, the people became more difcon- 
tentcd with government and more prepared to afiift 
him in the executbn of his fchemc. The proceed- 
ings of the I>eputy were marked with rapacity, 
with violence and indifcretion, and, as we have ob- 
ferved, Englifti law was adminiftred, with a degree 
of rigour, very prejudicial to their rights. 

All the natives were difgufted, but this circum- 
ftance, particularly, marks the fentiments of thofe 
in Fermanagh; It was'propofed to introduce a ftic- 
rifFinto that county. ^' He fliall be welcome," fays 
Macguire, one of their principal chieftains, *' but 
tell me his eric, that if the people cut off his head, 
I may be prepared to levy it." 

The heart is filled with indignation by an ac- 
count of the injuftice and inhumanity praAifed on 
the Irilh, related by an officer in the Queen's fer- 
vice. He acquaints us, that thofe placed in autho- 
rity would draw together, perhaps three or four 
hundred of the unfufpedling country people, under 
pretence of doing them .fervice, when foldiers would 
be ordered to make a fudden attack upon them and 
cut them off. The fame author likewife aiferts, 
that if a man had done wrong, fubmitted and re- 
ceived pardon ; upon being charged with a fubfc- 
q^cnt offence, though he would voluntarily appear 

before 
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before a public fcffion to anfwer to the accufation, 
he would, without being admit tted to tryal, be exe- 
cuted for his former offence. * 

Wh a t e V e r injuftice and want of policy govern- 
ment difcovered with refpedt to the natives, it's at- 
tention was now direfted to an objeft of real confe- 
quence to the kingdom. There was a time when 
Ireland abounded in feminaries of learning; but, 
from caufes already mentioned, thefe had been al- 
moft entirely aboliflied and a long night of darknefs 
fucceeded. The accounts which are given of the 
ignorance that prevailed in this country, even 
among the clergy, for feveral centuries prior to the 
prefent period, are quite affedting. In fuch circura- 
ftances, neither the reformation, nor any other valu- 
able improvement could fucceed. 

In the year thirteen hundred and eleven, the 
Pope had iflued a bull to the Archbiftiop of Dublin, 
for the purpofe of engaging him to found an uni- 
verfity in that city. This and feveral efForts of the 
fame kind proved unfuccefsful, in particular, one 
made during the adminiftration of Sir John Perrot, 
which was oppofed by Loftus Archbifhop of Dublin, 
becaufe he confidered the fcheme, then formed, for 
the fupport of the intended college, to be prejudi- 
cial to his intereft. A fcheme being now propofed, 
which did not interfere with his intereft, to make 
amends for his former oppofition, the Archbifhop 
patronized it, and refolved to give it all the affifl- 
ance in his power. By his influence, the monaflery 
of All- Hallows, with the lands belonging to it, were 
granted for this purpofe and a royal charter obtain- 
ed. A college was eredted in confequence, by the 
title pf The College of the Holy and Undivided 

Trinity^ 
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Trinity, of Queen Elizabeth, near Dublin. It con- 
filled of a provoft and three fellows in the name of 
more, and of three fcholars in the name of niore-^ 
The fellows were to hold their office feven years, 
with a privilege of elefting the provoft, under the 
infpedkion of the archbifhop of Dublin, the bilhop 
of Meath, the vice treafurer, the treafurcr at war, 
the chief juftice and the Mayor of Dublin as vifitors. 
The circumftances of the kingdom Were unfavour- 
able to this infant feminary, but the Queen took i% 
under her prote^ipn and gave it fuch encourage- 
ment as laid a foundation for the profperous ftate at 
ivhiph it afterwards arrived^ 

Farewell. 

LETTER LXXXV. 

BY this time. Sir Henry Bagnel, prefident of 
Ulfter, having penetrated the views of Tyrone, 
impeached him as guilty of treafon. Without tak* 
ing any notice of his anfwer to the charge, the De- 
puty tranfmitted it to the Queen, He had the ad- 
drefs to place his condudt in fo favourable a light to 
the Englifh council, that inftead of condemning him, 
their refentment fell upon his accufers. Tyrone, to 
continue the delufion, joined his. forces to thofe of 
JBagnel, who was employed in compofing fome diftur*- 
JSances which had arifen in Connaxight* 

In that province, affairs began to wear an unplea- 
fing afpe<a. The fortrefs of Baleek was in poffcffion 
of the chieftain O'Donnel, who having coUeifled a 
confiderable number of partizans, hadon more oc- 
<:^ions than one, defeated th^ Qiieen's troops. By 
his a^ivity, he cwreafed tl|e confequence of one pf 

his 
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his aflbciates, a jbranch of the family of De Burgo, 
now diftinguiillied by the title of the Mac William* 
Unprovided in forces fufficient to fupport govern- 
ment, the Prefidcnt was obliged to retire and apply 
for afliftance to the Deputy. Fitzwilliam, immedi- 
ately upon this, fet off in perfon, at the head of a 
body of troops, and proceeded to Ennilkillcn, to 
which the Irifh had laid fiege, after having routed a 
party of horfe and fix hundred foot which had at- 
tempted to oppofe their progrefs. The Deputy re- 
lieved the town. He was now fucceeded in the go- 
vernment by Sir William Ruffel, youngeft fon of 
t'rancis Earl of Bedford. 

Tyrone, finding it abfolutely neceflary to his 
defign to proceed immediately to adtion, relinquiflied 
the title of Tyrone, aflumed that of O'Nial, at- 
tacked a fort which the Englilh had built at Black 
Water, took it and drove out the garrifon. He en- 
deavoured to ftrengthen his caufe at home and ap- 
plied to Spain for afliftance. It was neceflary that 
he fhould exert himfelf to the utmoft, as Sir John Nor- 
ris with the title of lord general had been fent to Ire- 
land to ftrengthen the forces of the Queen 
with three thoufand men. Elizabeth forefaw ^"^' 
the danger and the difficulties of the war in which 
(he was about to engage and wifhed to fettle the dif- 
pute, amicably. A conference was held in which it 
appeared, on the one hand, that Tyrone had been 
firll deceitful and afterwards violent in his proceed- 
ings againft government, and on the other, that the 
condudt of government, in feveral inftances, even 
by their own confeffion, could not be juftified. This 
attempt to prevent hoftilitics did not fucceed. 

Ulster was now in armsi Connaught, as you 

hare 
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have feen, had commenced hoftilities, and Munller 
catchcd.the fame fpirit- Even in Leinfter, there 
was little profpedt that the public tranquility would 
be long preferved. Sir John Norris was exceedingly 
perplexed. His army, from envy in the Deputy, 
were ill fupplied with provifions. They were lefs able 
to bear fatigue than the Irilh and harrafled by their 
defultory manner of fighting. To thefe difficulties 
was added a conviftion, that he had engaged in a bad 
caufe ; But, facrificing his private opinion either to 
a regard for his own intereft or to a principle of ho- 
nor, he determined, in fpitc of every hardfliip, to 
perfevere. Agreeably to this refolution, he led his 
army into Ulfter. Tyrone afraid to face him in the 
open field, burned Dungannon, wafted the country 
all around, and then retired into faftneffefs inac- 
ceffible to the enemy. The Englifh army was ex- 
pofed to new diftreffes. Want of fubfiftence obli- 
ged a part of it to retreat to Dublin. From the 
fame caufe, during the courfe of the enfuing Win- 
ter, the infurgents laboured under great difficulties. 
Compelled by neceffity, Tyrone made advances to- 
wards an accommodation. Norris being inclined to 
interpofe in his behalf, and the Queen heartily tired 
of the war, a fecond conference between the opppfite 
parties took place at Dundalk. In the humbleft 
manner, Tyrone expreffed his forrow for having in- 
curred the difpleafure of government, engaged to 
lay down his arms, to pay a fine and give hoftages 
for his dutiful and loyal behaviour in future. In 
g thefe profeffions, feveral of the leading chief- 
tains concurred. They were accepted, on 
the part of Elizabeth, and all who fubmitted receiv- 
ed the pardon of their paft offences^ 

Hopes 
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Hopes were entertained that this pacification 
would have put an end to the calamities x>f war i 
.but they were delufive. 

Intelligence was received, that three veflels 
from Spain had arrived on the Northern coaft with 
ammunition, with affurances to the natives of farther 
aififtance, and with exhortations to perfift in the 
caufe in which they had engaged. Filled, by this 
unexpected encouragement, with fanguine expedta- 
tions of fuccefs, the Irilh chieftains, paying no re- 
gard to thdr late engagements, as being extorted 
from them by neceflity, renewed hoftilities againft 
government. Their firft military operations were 
diredked againft Armagh,, which was foon obliged to 
furrender. They next endeavoured to furprife the 
caftle of Carlingford, and, in particular, ufcd their 
beft endeavours to favour the caufe of the difafFeft- 
cd Irifli who were in arms in Leinfter. 

However extraordinary it may appear after the 
late fruitless negociation, an accommodation was 
once more propofed by Elizabeth, and commiflion- 
crs appointed for that purpofe. It had no other ef- 
fedl than to afford Tyrone a new opportunity of dif- 
ciplining his men, of difperfing his emiflaries in or- 
.der to encreafe the number of his partizans, and of 
taking fuch other meafures as feemed to him moft 
conducive to the fuccefs of his caufe. The Englifli 
miniftry, unreafonable in their expeftations, and ig- 
norant of the difficulties with which Sir John Norris 
had to ftruggle, complained of his want of fuccefs, 
and committed to Lord Burgh, vetted with the dig- 
nity of viceroy, the civil adminiftration, and the 
profecution of the war. The fenfibility of Norris 

could 
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could not bear this harfti and ungrateful trcatnwnt. 
He died fliortly after of a broken heart. 

Adieu* 

LETTER LXXXVL 

BtJRGH, reinforced by the followers of Kildare, 
by Lord Trimbleftown and feveral other chief- 
tains, who cfpoufed the fide of government and en- 
gaged perfonally in the fervice^ determined to pro- 
fecute the war with vigour. On the 6ther hand, Ty- 
rone laid every fcheme, and ufed every effort to en- 
fure fuccefs to the caufe, in defence of which he had 
taken up arms. His fuccefs, at firft, was flattering. 
With half the number, Tirrol, one of his officers, 
defeated and made prifoner afon of Lord Trim- 
bleftown who had attacked him in Leinfter with a 
thoufand men. In the next operation, viftory de*- 
clared on the other fide. The Deputy, having led 
his forces to the North, attacked and carried the en- 
trenchments of Tyrone, and, immediately after, 
took the fort at Black Water. *He died, and was fuc- 
ceeded in the command of the army by Kildare who 
did not long furvive him. 

The Archbifliop of Dublin, the Lord Chancelloi: 
and Sir Robert Gardiner, chief juftice, were now 
appointed to condudt the civil adminiftration, and 
the Earl of Ormond, with the title of lord lieute- 
nant of the army, to command the troops. Ho>y 
fsLT the infurreftion by this time extended, may be 
judged from a declaration of the council, who gave 
it under their hands, *' That it was an univerfal 
Irifli rebellion to fhake off all Englifli government." 

As 
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As the danger encreafed, Elizabeth was more 
anxious to re^ftabli(h peace by an accommodation, 
Tyrone, to fave his own immediate intereft, coin- 
cided with her defires fo far as to agree upon 
a ceflation of hoftilities for eight weeks. He '^^** 
vras probably induced to this from the hope that be- 
fore the truce expired he would receive fuccours from 
Spain. Being difappointed, at the end of the truce, 
he laid fi^e to the fort of Black Water. Bagnal ad- 
vanced to relieve it. Within three miles of the fort, 
he came up with the enemy whom he engaged, but 
had the misfortune to lofe his life, moft of his bag- 
gage, artillery ^^nd colours with near two thoufand 
men. The furrender of the fort to the Irifli was the 
immediate fruit of this important viftory. But the 
advantages derived from it to the natives were of 
much greater confcquence. It diffufed fpirit and 
confidence into the minds of all difaffedted to go- 
vernment and determined numbers, who had not yet 
taken up arms, to embark in the common caufe. 
In Connaught all were united in fupport of it. In 
Ulfter and Leinfter it ^received a confiderable addi- 
tion of ftrength. In Munfter, James Fitzthomas a 
Geraldine, was diftinguifhed by the natives with the 
title of Earl of Defmond, and, under the command 
of Tyrone, placed at the head of the infurgcnts. 
The Prefident of the province found himfelf fo 
preffed by the enemy, that he was obliged to retire 
to Cork. Flulhcd with fuccefs and engaged in a 
caufe which called forth into adion the moft violent 
paffions, the diforders committed by the infurgents 
may eafily be conceived. In this refpeft, they had 
the conduft of the Englifti for an example who now 
fuffered in their turn and had the mortification to 
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iee thdf afl&irs, atmoft every where, reduced to a 
very unpromifmg condition. 

Eti2ABfiTH, exceedingly vexed and offended at 
Ormond for not conducing the mififary operarions in 
perfon, difplajced him and appointed Sir Richard 
Bingham commander in chief. In a fliort time, Bmg- 
ham died. Two thoufand men which he had brought 
with him from Englatidand a hundred horfe were 
placed under the command of Sir Samuel Bagnal, 
who, in confequence of the defeat at Black Water, 
being incapable <)f doing any fervice in Ulfter, re- 
tired to Leinfter in aid of the Queen's forces who re- 
<juired his afliftance in that province. 

To extricate the affairs of government from the 
preflure which threatened them with dcftruftion, Ro- 
bert Devereux Earl of Effcx, the Qiieen*s particular 
favourite, a diftinguiflied foldier and palBonately 
fortd of military glory, was created Deputy of 
Ireland and fent ©v^r with a larger force and vefled 
with more extenfive powers than had ever been com- 
mitted to a viceroy. He had a commiffion for 
difpofmg of the lands of the infurgents, for executing 
martial law, and for placing and difplacing all of- 
ficers, at pleafure. He had an army of twenty thou- 
fand foot and thirteen hundred horfe and a military 
jjfc cheft well provided with money to pay them. Effex 
^Jj^nd even this force to be unequal to that of the 
• " etflfefi^ *whofe troops were better difciplined and 
mcffe patient of fatigue. 

iNSTfiAD of being intimidated, the natives were 
Animated with zeal in defence of their religion and 
liberty, in proportion to the vigorous exertions made 
ufe of by Elizabeth for reducing them to obedience; 

The 
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The Englifli^General having publilhcd an offer of 
pardon to thofe who would i^eturn tpthcir a41iegp4nce, 
but which was not acfcept^d by a fingje individujal» 
proceeded with his military operations. His firft 
ftep was very improper and in direcft ^ppdition to 
his inftrudions. The infurg^nts of Ulfter being 
moft powerful, he had bew ordered to make them 
the firft and jwineipal objeft of his attention. In- 
ftead of this, influenced by the felfiih advice of ob- 
tain of the privy councellors whofe property lay in 
the South and which they wiihed fhould be protedk* 
ed, he led hrs troops into Mnnftet. Here, he ccnild 
do nothing efftdtual againft the enemy, who, avoid* 
ing an open action, in which only he could have a 
fuperiority, atta<:ked him from their retreats, huhg; 
for <lays together, upon the rear of his arniy, which 
was confiderably diminifhed and cxpofed to preifing 
difli<:ulties. 

Mean whild. Sir Hfenry Harrington, whom he 
had left in the Ghnns with fix lumdred men, was at* 
tacked by the O'Birnes and dbfieated. 

FarcwelK 

L E T T E r""LXXXVIL 

TYRONE had not been inattentive to his intc- ,^ 
reft. Having received amunition from Spain/kf 
fcizcd particular paffes neceffary to Ms fecuHty ^ife 
received into pay a number of Scottifh forces, he 
took poffeffion of an advantageous fituation in th^ 
neighbourhood of Newry which he fortified by ftrong 
entrenchments and there determined to await the 
approach of Eflex. The Earl had now returned to 
Dublin. By this time, he was acquainted with the 
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number, with the ftrcngth and with the military (kill 
of th6 infiirgents and forefaw the difficulty of reduc- 
ing them to obedience, by open force. Imprefled by 
this idea, he had written to the Queen and given it 
as his advice, that to guard the Iri(h coafts to prevent 
the enemy firom receiving foreign aid, to wafte their 
country, to deftroy their provilions, and thus gradual- 
ly confume their ftrength, was, though more tedious, 
the fiire and effeftual method of compelling them 
to return to their allegiance. Elizabeth was chagrin- 
ed, rejefted the advice, and enjoined him to march 
diredtly againft Tyrone. Even now, infiead of 
obeying, he marched into Leinfter againft the 
O'Moores and O'Cormors. In this ciJcpedition, equal- 
ly unfortunate with that into Munfter, he fo dimi- 
niHied his army, that he was obliged to write to 
England for a fupply of a thoufand men. He was 
equally unfuccefsful in an attempt which he made to 
call the attention of Tyrone towards Baleek. There, 
fifteen hundred men detached under the command 
of Sir Conyers Clifford being attacked to difadvan- 
tage by the chieftain O'Rourk, were defeated, and, 
had they not been relieved by a body of horfe which 
fortunately came up' to their afliftancc, would have 
been entirely deftroyed. 

At laft, Effex refolved upon an expedition to the 
North, but, on reviewing his troops, he found that 
he could lead there no more than thirteen hundred 
foot and three hundred horfe. With this inconfider- 
able force, he fet forwards and reached the borders 
of Ulfter about the middle of September. To en- 
gage the enemy with fuch inferior numbers might 
have been fatal ; he therefore parlyed with Tyrone 
and concluded a truce of fix weeks, to be renewed 

for 
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for a like fpacc until the firft of May, no party to 
commence hoftilities without fourteen d^ys notice. 
By this ftep, Effex ftill more highly provoked Eliza- 
beth who expreffed her refentment in a letter to him 
on the occafion in very warm terms. In confidence 
that by a perfonal interview he would be able to re- 
vive that afFeftion with which the Queen had formerly 
treated him, he (fet off immediately for London, not 
only without permilfion, but in exprefs contradi<5tion 
to her order. To guard againft the advantage which 
his enemies, of whom he had many, would take of 
this ra(h ftep, by making an impreifion unfavourable 
to him on the mind of her Majefty, immediately on 
his arrival, he haftened to her apartment, caft himfelf 
on his knees and endeavoured to difarm her refent- 
ment. Surprifed by the unexpected appearance of 
her favourite which prevented reflexion ^nd excited 
a fudden emotion of that regard which he had long 
experienced, (he received him gracioufly. The 
comfortable hopes with which this reception infpired 
him were tranfient. With recolledlion, the difplear 
fure of Elizabeth returned. She confined Effex to 
his apartments and then committed him to the Towr 
cr. Having regained his liberty he was hurried by 
the impetuofity of his temper into an ^o( open rer 
^llion^ for which he was publi^kly ei^ecuted. 

Adieu. 

LETTER LXXXVm, 

THE efforts of the moft powerful and beft ap- 
pointed army ever employed in attempting to 
efl^blifh the Englifh intereft in this country, had 
l^i} defeated. A recruit of money and amimitio;i 
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was fent th the infurgents frort Spain with affur^Jices 
that a nutnber of troops, in aid of their fuccdsfol 
exertions, would immediatdy follow. Thefc 
^^^' favourable circumftances infpired them with 
fhe confident hope tha?t the period, when they fhouid 
ht folly reftored to tlieir dvil aild religtous rights. 
Was now arrived. 

Flattered by the high complirtient of a fhoe- 
nix' confecrated plume fent him by the Pope, and 
by othfer diftingiiithed marics of his favotir, Tyj^ne 
6penly avowed himfelf the champicyh of .the Catholic 
thurch and addreffed himfelf, in a particular maftfter, 
fo the natives, to ufe every eftbrt in behalf of tfceir 
civil privileges, and mote efpfecia'lly m fupport of the 
rdigic^ df their aticeftofs. Having given notice that 
he would break the truce, at the head of two thoii- 
Ikhd five hundred horfe, he prbceeded to Munfter 
Inhere he ufed every poflible niethod to >excite fh<5 
natives to infurredtion, to encourage and to unite 
lii^ friends and to intimidate thofib who woilld not 
engage in his caufe. 

Ormond, who, on the departure of Effex, had 
been remftated in the oSict df lord lieutenant 6( fhe 
army, had collefted a nufnber of forces and attempt- 
ed to intercept Tyrone, on his return from Munfter, 
1660 ^^^^ ^ ^^ vigilance and aftivity, he efcaped 
the fnare that was laid for him and got fafe 
back again to the North. 

Sir John Norris, prcfident of Munfter, having 
been killed in a Ikirmifh with the natives. Sir George 
Carcw, an adlive officer of experience, well ac^ 
cjiuainted with the mode of cdncfeiAing military 
opterations in Irelartd, was appointed to fuccfeed him. 
•I^is inllm^Uons from government wUl give ws^n 

idea 
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idea of the powers with which the prefident of a pro- 
vince was invcfted. Except in cafe of neccffity, he 
was not to obftrudl but to aid by his authority the 
courfe of common law. Without evident catrfe^ he 
was not to interrupt the juft liberties aad firaachifes 
of die people. Aflifted by a leouncil, he was tx> try 
and determine caufcs which beloi^ed to ciTiDmnai jiu* 
rifdidion. He was to execute naartial lawr^ to profe- 
cutc rebels to the utmoft extremity, to determine 
every thing relating t« confpiracies and to for* 
feitures, and to exercife authority, wiih xeipeft to 
all laws, proclamations and ordifiaaoes of the realm. 
The powers of this office, thofe in particwlaa: of dif- 
pcnfing with law and of interferiag with the liberties 
of the fubjcdt, were altogether iiconfiflent with a 
free conftitution. 

Ik the Spring, Ormond invited the Pcefident to a 
confierenoe which he was to have by appointment, 
with O'Moore, one of the prinotpal iafiergents, near 
Kilkenny. They met. During the parley, a ix)dy 
of men planted for the purpofe in anafairfcade, mflicd 
.out, and, in breadh of faith, took Ormond prifoner. 
Carew and the Earl of Thomond, who had accom- 
panied him, vexy narrowly efcapcd. Sacoe time af- 
ter Ormond regained his liberty. 

The precedmg year, Charles Btant, Lord Mount- 
joy, was appointed fucceffor to the unfartijinate Bf- 
fex as Deputy of Irelaaad." He was a man of a bold 
fpirit, and, poircffcd of capacity aad penetmtion. 
Upon his arrival, perceiving thai the war had not 
been condufted with prudence^ he changed the pkn 
of operations. Part of his tioops he quartered m gar- 
rifons, #i:om whence he was enabled to annoy the 
enemy in their quarters, and could call them toge- 
ther 
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thcr whenever he required their afliftance. With re- 
fpeft to thofe of the army who were to be employeci 
in the field he was cautious, for fome time, not to 
cxpofe them to danger. By guarding againft fur- 
prife and not fighting with the enemy, but to ad- 
vantage, he raifed their fpirits and infpired them 
with confidence, which they had in a great mcafure 
loft by their ill fuccefs againft the enemy. 

When he had thu^ prepared his men for aftion, 
and the feafon of the year became favourable, he 
put his forces in motion, and, notwithftanding the 
efforts of Tyrone to ftop his progrefs at the Moyfy, 
the pafs whiclr he had fortified in the vicinity of 
Newry, he penetrated to the North, eftabliflied an ad- 
vantageous poft at Lough Foyle, ftrengthened Lon- 
donderry and built a fort at Mount Norris which he 
fecured with a garrifon. He was particularly atten- 
tive in Ulfter to the mode which he had adopted of 
quartering detiachments of his men in places which 
were favourable for harrafling the enemy. He gar- 
rifoned Dundalk, Ardee, Kells and a number of 
other towns the moft convenient for "his purpofe. 
The infurgents now had the mortification to fee their 
detachments cut off^ their provifions deftroyed, and 
that the Englifti, by improving every favourable oj>- 
portunity of diftrefling them and by conduiSting the 
war in the fame irregular manner which on former 
occafions had been of fo much advantage to them- 
felves, were acquiring every day a vifible fuperiori- 
ty. In a ftiort time, the calamities of thefe wretched 
men were diftrefling to the utmoft degree. Their 
cultivated fields and every thing which afforded 
them means of fubfiftence were deftroyed^ by the 
enemy. The heart iickens at thp thought of thefe 

^honid 
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liorrid devaftations. A famine cnfued with it's 
ihocking confequences. 

Another method was taken by government to 
diftrefs the infurgents. Confiderable fums fent from 
England to pay the troops, had circulated among the 
natives^ by which means they were enabled to pur- 
chafe abroad, arms, amunition and other neceflarics* 
To deprive them of this refource, Elizabeth ordered 
bafe money to be coined, ilamped it with a nominal 
value kept up by proclamation, and* permitted no 
other to be exported to Ireland. At the fame time^ 
(he called down the old coin. This was moft unwife 
policy- The dcfign of it was indeed accom- ^ 
pliOied with refpedt to the enemies of go- 
vernment, but it's friends were alfo very much dif- 
treffed, the Englifh (bldicrs in particular, were fo 
much difcontented with the meafure that it requir- 
ed all the authority of the Deputy to prevent them 
from mutinying. 

From a ftate of the moft flattering profperity, 
the caufc of Tyrone greatly declined. Sir Arthur 
O'Nial and other of the principal chieftains, with 
confiderable nimibers of his foldiers, forfook him^ 
many of whom, from neceffity, enlifted with Mount- 
joy. Thefe he expofed, by placing them in pofts 
of danger, and then boafted to Elizabeth that by this 
prudent policy he gradually diminifhed the number 
of her enemies. This a6t of treacherous inhumanity 
\aB fixed an indelible fiain upon his memory. 

FarewclL 



LET- 
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LETTER LXXXIX. . 

WHILST Mountjoy triumphed in the North, 
the arms of government were equally fuc- 
cefsful in the province of Munfter. Here, as in other 
places, the minds <^ the natives, inftead of being 
conciliated by gentle ufage had been prompted to 
afts of violence, by unjufl treatment. To the fe- 
vere execution of the penal laws were added, parti- 
ality in the determination of judicial caufes, daily 
encroachments of the Englilh fettlers on their pro- 
perty and extortion in the fherifTs and other officers 
of ftate. Thcfe caufes of difcontent, co-operating 
with the example fet them by the other provinces and 
with the influence of Tyrone, produced a general 
fpirit of infurredticMi. Many flew to arms. To fup- 
prefs this rifing flame. Sir George Carew, the preft- 
dent, had been furniflied with two thoufand foot and 
two hundred and fifty horfe. United, the difaf- 
fefted natives would have been greatly fuperior to 
this force. Therefore Carew, like a true politician, 
laboured to difunite them. For this purpofe, he 
made ufe of a variety of cunning and even treaehe- 
rouf arts, which a man of honor would teive confi- 
dered as difgraceful to his charadcr. When, in 
fome meafure, he had accomplifhed his point, he 
took the field. In a ihort time, by vigorous unre- 
mitting eflforts, his arms made great progrefs. Af- 
frighted by his fuccefs, two thoufand mercenaries 
from Connaught, in the pay of the infurgents, de- 
ferted their (landard and returned to their own coun- 
try. In adts of feverity, the Prefident determined 
not to be out done by Mountjoy. As his troops 

marched 
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mardhed through the province^ unfeelti^ <yutrage^ 
havoc and defolation marked their Heps. 

The followers of Fitzthomas^ titular Earl crfDef- 
mond, furnamed the Sugan Earl, had been particu* 
larly adive on this occafion. James, fon of the late 
unfortuna;te Earl, had been coofiiied in the Tower 
by Elizabeth. She now fet him at liberty, veiled 
with the title of Earl of Definond, and fent him to 
Ireland to excite a rivaUhip betwixt him and Fitz* 
thomas. But James, on coming over, iiiftead of 
pcofefling bimfelf a fon of the Catholic faith, de- 
clared himfelf a Froteflant and went publickly to 
cfauich. This deftroyed, at once, every favourable 
impreilion which the natives were difpofed to entea- 
taki of him* In the place of thofe loud acclamations 
of joy And aiFedtion with wtech they, at firft, re* 
ceived him, they now confidered him as an h^tetical 
apofiate from the religion of his country and of his 
forefatherst Tlris difappointment was of little confe- 
quence. The infurgents were by this time ahnc^ en- 
tirely difperfed. Not lefs than four thoufand accept- 
-cd a pardon which Carew offered to thofe who would 
sretum to their allegiance. The Sugan Earl and Flo- 
rence Macarthy^ a very fpirited chieftain who had 
aided confiderably the caufe of the infurgents, were 
appreliendcd and fent over prifoners to England, 

In all quarters of the kingdom, affairs had now 
affumed an afpe£t highly favourable to the hopes of 
-government. Little more feemed neceflary to break 
entirely the force of the natives and reduce them to 
obedience, But new and unexpefbed difficulties 
were to be furmountad before this could be g 
accomplifhed. For, on the twenty fecond 
of Septeoiher, as .th<: CQunoU was fitting at Kilken- 
ny, 
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ay, intelligence arrived that a fleet of Spanifh fhips 
were in fight and direding their courfe to the South- 
ern (hore. There were fifteen fliips, from wWch 
there htnded at Kinfale, the following day, about 
four thoufand men, under the command of Don 
Juan D'Acquila, who immecfiately took poSki&oa o€ 
the town, 

MouKTjoY, with two thoufand men, lately fent 
him from England and with all the forces he could 
collect, fet off for Munfter to oppofe the progrefs of 
the invaders. About the middle of Ofliober, he ar- 
rived at Kinfalc, whi^h he invefted. His troops fuf- 
tained, with firmnefe^ frequent fallies which were 
made by the Spaniards. A fort, about half a mile 
from the town and which commanded the harbour^ 
after a vigorous aflaulr, furrcndered to the Viceroy^ 
He continued to preft the fi^e with fuccefi. But 
accounts arrived that Tyrone, with the affiftance of 
his friends, had put a body of forces in motion, and 
that^they were now on their march to Kinfale* 
0*Donnel of Connaught, with his followers, had 
reached the territories of Ormond* To ftop his pro- 
grefs, the Deputy fent off a delaehment under the 
command of Sir George Carew. But, by means of 
a froft, thq chieftain was enabled to take a rout dif- 
ferent from that which was expedted, ^nd to prefe 
forward to Munfter unmolefted. 

Lord Cianricarde and feveral chieftaiRS^ with a 
new reinforcement, of three thoufand men from Eng- 
land, now joined the Deputy. Ten (hips of war 
under the command of Admiral Sir Richard Le- 
vifton, Kkewife arrived, who attacked the Spaniffi 
veflels lying at Caftlehaven and obtained a compleat 
victory » Qn the other hand, D'Acquil^ wi^s rein- 
forced 
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forced with two thoufand men and military ftores. 
The Spanifh general had brought with him a quan- 
tity of money, of arms and ammunition, for the ufe 
of fuch of the natives as would join with him in op 
pofing the Irifli government. He had, alfo, to ex- 
cite them to infurredtion by working in the moft 
powerful manner on their religious principles, 
brought with him an emiflary from the Pope with 
bulls, indulgences and excommunications. But 
thou^ he had difpatched meffengers into different 
quarters to entreat the Irifli to join him ; though the 
Pope's cmiffary was a&ive and affiiled in his views 
by the priefts, few of them took up arms. Having 
deeply fufFered in the late infurrcdion, they thought 
it more prudent to be fpedtators, for fome time, of 
the prefent conteft than to precipitate themfelvcs 
into new and perhaps greater misfortunes. But 
when it was found that in confequence of his rein- 
forcement from Spain and the troops which were 
marching to his aififtance from the North, D*Ac- 
quila had a profpedt of fuccefs, a number of the na- 
tives of Munfter flew to arms, joined the invaders 
and delivered up to them feveral places of ftrength. 

Farewell* 

LETTER XC 

TYRONE had now arrived with his forces at 
Kinfale and the befiegers were themfelvcs be- 
fieged. Had the enemy continued in their prefent 
pofition and avdded an aftion, the troops of Mount- 
joy would have been ruined and with them g 
the Englilh intereft in Ireland, would, in all 
piohabiUty, have been utterly dcftroyed. But D'Ac- 

quila 
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quila bbkfted at once all his favoumble profpefte, ior^ 
bonded with the vain hope of ending the w^ by one 
iuccefaful ftroke he prefled his allies to come to an 
en^^ement with the enemy. Tyrone reluAantly 
complied and early in the morning dF the twenty 
fourth of December led his men from their catrendi- 
ments. Mountjoy leaving the Prefident with the 
reft of his army to prevent the Spaxuards fuom at- 
tacking him in rear, advanced agatnft the Iriih at 
the head of only twelve hundred foot and four tanir 
dred horfe. Tyrone had the misfortune ta fee hia 
troops ihrink from their ftandards. They were en- 
tirely defeated with the lofs of twelve hundred flain 
. and eight hundred wounded. 
• CDoNNEL deferred the kingdom. Tyrone fled 
to the North. All their followers inftantly difperfed. 
D'Aquila, aftonifhed at a defeat of which bis own 
imprudent ralhnefs had been the caufe, determined 
to relinquilh an enterprife which he faw to be dcf- 
perate. Upon the terms that (hipping^ fhould be 
provided for tranfporting himfetf and the Spanifii 
forces to their own country, iie ^ve up Kinfalc to 
the Deputy, having engaged that all the other places 
in his poffeflion (hould likewife ftirrcnder. Accord- 
ingly, all the other forts were evacuated, except 
that of Dunboy, which was taken poffeflion of by 
Daniel O'SuUivan and held by him until the following 
year, when, after a defperate disfence, it w^s com- 
pelled to furrender to the Britifh forces. 

The difcription given of the war carricid on with 
the broken remains of the Iri(h in Munfter, is fliock- 
ing to every compaflionate feeling of the heart. 
Many were dcftroyed by the folAers like beafis of 
prey and their lands prcfented to the eye one con- 
tinued 
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tinucd fcenc of havoc and devaftation. Enflamed by 
refcntmcnt and driven to dcfpair, they, in return, 
put all of the Englifli they met with to death with- 
out mercy. 

We have mentioned that Tyrone had fled to the 
North ; hither he was followed by the Deputy ^ 
who, to confine his quarters, built the forts 
of Munfter and Charlemont. Chichefter and Dowkra, 
who, befides the fettlement at Lough Foyle, had 
made another at Ballyfliannon, co-operated with 
him in the oppofite and more diftant parts of Ulfter. 
The fame dreadful fcenc was adled here as in the 
province of Munfter. Thoufands of the wretched 
infurgents driven from their defolated halwtations 
into woods and faftneffes, where they were utterly 
deftitute of the means of fubfiftence, perifhed for 
want. Famine daily multiplied it's unfortunate vic- 
tims. Even the common highways exhibited fpec- 
tacles of mifery, which the compaflionate traveller 
could not behold without feeling his breaft glow 
with indignation againft thofe cruel paffions of 
pride, of avarice and ambition, which produced ef- 
fcfts fo Ihocking and fo difgraceful to humanity. 
The moft enthufiaftic ardor for freedom and inde- 
pendence could not long fupport itfelf under fuch 
complicated wretchednefs. One chieftain after 
another deferted the common caufe, rctured to 
their allegiance and made the beft terms they could 
with the Deputy. But he received the fubmiffion 
of none without ohligbg them to fwear " That 
Elizabeth was the only true abfolute and fove- 
reign lady of Ireland, that with fmcere repentance 
for their imnatucal difobedience, they implored mer- 
cy and forgivencfs for tficmfclvcs and all their fol- 

followcrs^ 
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followers who had been feduced into that wicked 
rebellion.'* To compel men poffeffed of their 
principles to take fuch an oath was a (hocking prcH 
fanation*. 

Tyrone had frequently made offers of fubmiffion 
to government which were foreign to his heart ; 
compelled by irrefiftible neceflity he now fmcercly 
propofed a reconciliation. The Deputy tranfmitted 
his delirc to the Queen. She was undeteripined. 
Amidft her deliberations on the fubjedk (he died. 
An account of this event was carried privately to 
Mountjoy. Not a moment was to be loft. Should 
the infurgents know of the death of the Queen before 
peace with Tyrone was re-eftabli(hed, the confe- 
qucnce, in all probabiHty, would be a revival of the 
flames of war ; the Deputy therefore informed him 
that he was ready to receive his fubmiflTion and to 
agree upon terms of peace. This lord, a little before, 
the terror of his enemies and who had afted with 
the power of an independent fovereign, now ftrip- 
ped of his poflfeffions, deferted by his followers and re- 
duced to the laft extremity of diftrefs, afforded a ftrik- 
ing fpeftacle of the great inftability of human affairs. 
With ftrong marks of afflidtion and penitence he ap- 
proached the Deputy, dropped down upon his knees 
and hnplored mercy; entreated to be reftored to 
his honours and the privileges of a fubjed, renoun- 
cing the name and the authority of O'Nial, all con- 
nexion with foreigners and all claims to any poffef- 
fions not beftowed upon him by the goodncfs of his 
fovereign. On his part, the Dieputy pardoned him 
and his followers, and, with fome exceptions, pro- 
mifed the refteration of his lands and his dignity. 
On thefe conditions, the pacification was ratified. 

The 
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The bufmefs was fcarcely concluded, when Tyrone 
heard that Elizabeth was dead. He now faw that 
had he delayed his fubmifEon, for a little, his caufe* 
might have revived with a new profpedt of fuccefs. 
Filled with deep regret by the idea^ he burft into 
tears. But his repentance carac too late. 

Farewell. 

LETTER XCI. 

THE arms of Elizabeth in Ireland under the 
conduit of Lord Mountjoy, had borne down 
all refiftance, but, on the death of the Queen and 
acceffion of James the Firft the natives of Munfter 
and in feveral parts of Leinfter difcovered a /- 
refolutien not to fubmit to the injundlions of ^ ^^* 
government with refpedt to religion. To be forced 
from their altars, to be ftripped of thofe pofTeffions, 
Avhich from times immemorial had been fet apart for 
the fupport of the Catholic faith, to be harraflcd by 
penal laws for not violating the dictates of their con- 
fcience, appeared to them, as to the reft of the Trifh, 
very injurious treatment. Therefore, confide* ing 
the prefent opportunity to be favourable, they 
openly profeffed their religion, converted the places 
of public worfhip to their former ufe, and ejeft^^d 
from their charge a number of Proteftant clergy* 
men. 

The people of Cork, Limerick and Waterford, 
were very unwilling to proclaim his Majefty, and 
difcovered a ftrong inclination to make a new effort, 
on the prefent occafion, for the recovery of their loft 
privileges. But Mountjoy exerted himfelf with hisi 

Vol. I. A a ufual 
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ufual vigour, difpcUed the threatening ftorm, and 
foon reduced all matters to their former fituation. 

Measures, more cffedhial thail any hitherto 
adopted, were now taken^ to eflablifh the public 
tranquility ahd prevent fiiture infurrcdtions. A pro- 
clamation of oblivion and indemnity was published 
hy his Majefty. Hitherto patents for Englifh te- 
nures had been confined to the lords or powerful 
chieftains whofe vaffals, ftill ftibjedl to their authority 
and to that of their own laws and cuftoras, had no 
connexion with government. This political error 
which had a leading influence in cheriihing a fpirit 
of oppofition to governitient, was now reftified. 
The jurifdidion which the chieftains had exercifed 
was diflblved and their followers taken immediately 
under the protedion of the crown, to whofe autho- 
rity they were only, in future, to be fubjeft. Every 
hope of recovering their independence being extin- 
guiffaed, the people, in general^ furrendered their 
lands and received them back as English tenures. 
The demefne or quantity of land in the immediate 
poflellion of each chieftain was all that was granted 
to him ( upon the part occupied by his tenants a cer- 
tain rent was fixed which he received, in the place 
of former exactions. 

; The counties of Tyrone and Tirconnei were now 
provided in fheriffs, and judges appointed, not as a 
matter of form, which had hitherto been the cafe> 
but who adlually went circuit twice a year through 
the provinces of Uifter, Munfler and Connaught. 
. By a judgment of the court of king's beiK*, the 
ancient cuftoms of taniftry and gavelkind were abo- 
Kilifri And/mheritances made to defcend according tc} 
flie courfe of Englifh law, which, in all it's branches, 

was 
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was extended to every part of the kingdom, A 
commiifion of grace was likewife iffued to fecure 
thofe proprietors of eftates who were fufpeAed, or 
had been engaged in the late or any former ihfurrec*^ 
tion, againfl: the claims of the crown. 

Mount JOY being recalled to Englandy w« ac- 
companied by Tyrone and Roderick O'Donnel, bro- 
ther of the chieftain, who, in the late commotions, 
had been fo very adive againft government. The 
former was confirmed in his lands and title, the lat- 
.ter was created Earl of' Tirconnel. 0'D6nnel was 
vefted with this honor to huntblc and diminilh the 
power of his competitor NialGaruff, who, piquetng 
himfelf upon being confidered a friend of govern- 
ment by whom be had been rewarded for his fervi- 
ces with an eflate in Tirconnel, rendered himfelf 
obnoxious to it's difpleafure by Ws untra£table and 
infolent behaviour. The territories of the O'Bymcs 
of Leinfter, who had been aAivc and ftre- g 
nucnis oppofers of the EngHfti power, were ™* 
at this tune formed into a (hire. It was called the 
county of Wicklow. 

The natives who had long been fcourgdd by the 
power, might now exped, with rcfpedt to their fur- 
viving rights, the proteAion of the Englifti govern- 
ment. From their charafter, independent of eVety 
othef confideration, they well deferved it. Says 
Sir John DaVis, who lived at this period, " There 
is no nation under the fun that loves equal and ii>- 
different jufticc better than the Irifti, qr will reft 
better fatisfied with the execution of it, though it 
be againfl themfelves." The celebrated Coke, hn 
<otemporary likewife declares, and partly from his 
^wn knowlcge, ** That there is no nation of the 

A a a Chriftiaa 



340 THE HISTORY 

Chriftian world, that are greater lovers of juftice 
than the Irifti, which virtue muft neceflarily be ac- 
companied by many others,*' If he was convinced 
that the Irifh merited this honourable teftimony^ 
what muft he have thought of the juftice and of the 
virtues of his countrymen i 

Farewell. 

LETTER XCII. 

WHILST government^ in tefpeft to matters 
of a civil nature^ was taking the moft effec- 
tual meafures to reftore and to fettle the public 
peace oA a permanent foundation, the difcontents 
of many contirtued on account of religioni From 
certain tranfadtion^ of James with his Holinefs, and 
from fome expreiSotls of his, patticularly in his 
fpeech to the Englifti parliament^ they hoped that 
he was not unfavourably inclined towards the mo- 
ther church, therefore would not be difpleafed with 
g attempts ia favour of it. But they were de- 
ceived. For whatever might have been his 
private fentiments refpediilg the dodtrines of the 
Catholic religion, he dctefted the Pope*s fupremacy*, 
as he did every thing that interfered with his prero- 
gative, of which, on every occafion, he was ex- 
tremely jealous* As a decided proof of his intenti- 
ons, he published a proclamation, by which he 
commanded all foreign clergy, who had conftantly 
afted as the zealous partizans of Rome, to depart 
from Ireland. It was received here with the warm- 
eft refehtment, particularly by the old Englifh fct- 
tlcrs of the pale, who, attended by a large con^ 
courfc of people^ prcfented a petitipn to the coui^ 
;.. . cil 
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cil for^the open and free exergifc of their religion. 
The council, determined to enforce the proclamation, 
caft the principal of the petitioners into prifon. 
Fears began to be entertained of another infurreftion 
which were heightened by intelligence which arrived 
of the gunpowder plot and that Tyrone, with his 
aiTociate Tirconnel, had fled to the continent. Whe- 
ther thcfe lords had formed any new fchcme againft 
government, of which they dreaded a difcoverv, 
there is not fufficient evidence to determine. Be 
this as it may, they were attainted and their landa 
forfeited, which, being very cxtenfivc, were a great 
acquiiition to the crown, 

In another quarter, diforders were excited by a 
leader whofe deligns were unequivocal. Sir Cahir 
Dogherty, who hitherto had efpoufcd the caufe of 
the Englilh, tired of a ftate of fubje(^ion, by an 
ad of treachery, got pofTeflion of the fort of CuW 
more, deftroyed the garrifon and from thence pro- 
csceded to Derry which he alfo took, plundered and 
burned to the ground, He continued his depreda- 
tions for five months, * at the end of which, his fol- 
lowers were difperfed and himfelf flain by Sir Ar^ 
thur Chichefter who a6ked as deputy to Lord Mount- 
joy now created Earl of Devonlhire. This infurrec- 
tion added confiderably to the lands efcheated to the 
crown in the counties of Cavan, Fermanagh, Ar- 
magh, Derry, Tyrone, Tirconnel now called Doi- 
negal, which, it was determined, ftiould be par« 
celled out among adventurers, for the purpofe of 
making a permanent fettlement in fupport of go- 
vernment. Invited by the crown, fettlers from 
* England, but chiefly from Scotland came over who 
farou^ht with Uieni the principles and the cUftipIiae 

Aa 3 ^f 
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of the Prcftyterian religion, and formed the firft 
clafs of adventurers. The fecond were compofed 
of fuch as had ferved in Ireland either in a civil or 
in a military capacity. A third clafs confided of 
natives. The two firft were obliged to take the 
oath of fupremacy, from which the latter, for their 
encouragement, was excufed. government fixed 
the refpedtive tenures, the rents to be paid to the 
proprietors and to the crown, and prefcribcd fuch 
regulations as feemed bell calculated to the fupport 
and improvement of the fettlement. 

In this bufmcfs the city rf London took an aftive 
part. The fociety which engaged in it obtained a lai^e 
portion of land in the vicinity of Derry and upon the 
lower part of the river Ban. Encouraged by the pri- 
vileges granted them, they expended a confiderable 
fum of money on it, and, among other improvements, 
rebuilt Derry and built the town of Coleraine. 

In forming this fettlement, the feveral diftridts 
were divided mto pariflics, glfebes fet apart, tythes 
g appointed, and churches ordered to be built, 
to fupport and ftrengthen the Proteftant re- 
li^on. Provifion was made for the maintenance of 
free fchools, certain lands added to thofe abeady in 
poffeffion of the college and the advowfon of fix pa- 
riflies. 

Several towns built by the planters were incor- 
porated, who had a privilege, by charter, of fend- 
ing members to parliament. 

This plantation made confiderable progrefs. Not- 
withftanding, it laboured under feveral difadvan- 
tages and great abufes were committed in conduft* 
ing it. Buildings, fo neceii&ry, could not be expe-* 
dit'ioufly erected, Too many agents- were employ- 
ed, 
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cd, to the prejudice of the patentees. Coren^ts were 
broken. The commiflipners appointed for dividing 
the lands violently deprived the defenceiefs natives 
of the rights referved to them by the King and that 
often in favour of the worthlefs and uqdeferving, 

Sir Arthur C^hichefter was very ufeful to govern- 
ment in the whole of this bufinefs. In reward, his 
Majefty granted him the territory of Iniftiowen and 
other forfeited diftrifts containii^ ^ feope of land 
very extenfive, 

SiKCB the beginning of this reign^ I have hdd 
pccafion more than once to mention the diflkti3fac- 
lion of the natives upon, account of rehgioh. This 
was likely to be a fruitful fource of difcontent. It 
does not uppejtr that the penal ftatutes were ftridtly 
executed: but the proclamation requiring foreign 
ecclefiaftics to kave the kihgdom had been renew? 
cd. The oath of fupremaicy> was neceffary, to qua^- 
lify lawyers for pleadbg at the bar, and for the 
holding of any oflioe under government. 

The Irifli lords and all others whofc fpirit was 
not entirely broken by the hat^d of power, or were 
attached to the Catholic faith^ complained, in par^ 
ticular, of this difqualificttion, as a gricviance. They 
thought this need not have beein added to the other 
feverities of which they complained ; that it was 
hard to be ftigmatized with fuch a mark of reproach 
and to be obliged to labour under fo great an incon- 
venience, for not ading a part exprefsly forbidden 
by the principles of their religion. 

About this time, as we arc informed by Selderi, 
the order of barotiets Was eftabfifhed. The honor 
was to :be hereditary. The number riot to exceed 
two hundred. £^ baron^ ^t Jus Qreatian, was to 

pay 
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pay to his Majcfty a certain fum towards defraying 
the expence oJF IrUh government. 

Farewell. 

LETTER XCIIL 

YOU have feen that the inftitution of our parlia- 
ment was coeval with the firft principles of 
government efiabliflied in Ireland by Henry the Se- 
cond. From that period^ this moll refpeftable aflcm- 
bly, the reprefentatives of the people and the guar- 
dian of their liberties, met frequently. In an early 
period, it oonfifted of few members. Until the 
reign of Henry the Ei^th, the number of temporal 
peers was very fmall and of thefe, fortie being ge- 
nerally concerned in infurre£tions, were excluded 
from the houfe, others did not attend ; of the fpiri- 
tual peers, thofe who lived beyond the limits of 
the pale, beii^ not admitted to the benefit of Eng- 
lifh law which was neceflary to their being confi* 
dered as fubjcfts, were not fummoned to parlia- 
ment. With refpeft to the commons, writs were 
fent only to thofe who lived in (hire ground. Be- 
fore the thirty fourth of Henry the Eighth, when 
Meath was divided' into two (hires, there were but 
twelve counties befides the liberty of Tiperary. 
The ancient cities were but four, and the boroughs 
which fent burgefies not above thirty. The houfe 
of commons could not then confift of more than a 
hundred members. To the other (hires. Queen 
Mary added thofe of Leix and Offally in which 
there were boroughs ereiked which fent members to 
the houfe of commons. Elizabeth formed feveral 
counties in Connaught and Ulfter^ but from the latter^ 
. . on 
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on account of it's remote fituationi no reprefentatives 
werefent. Seventeen counties were added during 
the prcfent reign. All Ireland was now divided into 
counties. Forty new boroughs were likewife ereded. 
King James therefore refolved to call a general re- 
prefentation of the whole kingdom, in which Eng- 
lifli and natives, without diftindtion, fliould meet to 
give the fandion of their authority to the meafures 
of government which he had adopted, ^nd to enaft 
fuch additional laws as might feem expedient. 

When the defign of calling* the parliament, 
which had not now met for twenty feven g 
years, was known, the recufants took the 
alarm from an apprehenfion that this meafure would 
be produ&ive to them of new and more oppreffive 
injuries. Upon this occafion, the Lords Slane, Gor- 
manftown, Trimbleftown, Dunfany and Lowth, 
tranfmitted a petition to his Majefty expreffivc of 
their jealoufy with refpetl; to the defign of fummon- 
ing a parliament, exprefled unealinefs that the 
caufes had not been made known, agreeably to 
Poynings* Law ; reprefented the ' impropriety of 
admitting mean boroughs, " Some few and beg- 
garly cottages,'* to a (hare in the legiflature, and 
complained that the penal ftatutes were executed 
with much more feverity than in the reign of his 
predeceffor. The King, without paying any regard 
to this application, which he confidered as an im^ 
pertinent interference with his authority, deter- 
mined that the parliament (hould meet. 

It a&mbled the eighteenth of May, fixteen 
hundred and thirteen. In many of the eleftions, 
the court candidates had been defeated, but when 
the commons proceeded to the cJioicc of » fpeaker, 

the 
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the country party found themfelves in the nxiiv>irity,> 
Sir John Davis, the attorney general, was chofcn^ 
in oppofition to Sir John Ever^rd, formerly a judge 
of the king'^s bench, a man of a refpeftable charac- 
ter. The minority infiftcd that Everard had the 
majority of conilitutional votes and forced him into 
the chair. It was aflferted by them, in fuppo^ t of 
their oppofition, that the (heriffs had fent n© writs^ 
tofeveral of the old boroughs,, that from otherSy 
the returns would not be received 5 that moft of the 
patents and charters of the new boEoug|is were dat- 
ed, after the comnoiflion for the writs were iflued/ 
The houfe continued^ for fome tunc, in the greats 
eft eonfufion, when the country party, finding 
their oppoiitioa to be of no avail, feceded. In^ the 
upper houfe, the Lco-ds, on the ^me fide of the 
queftjon,, feceded alfo and refufed to return, until 
the point in debate was fettled by the commons. 

Chichester, finding that all his eflfbrts to heal 
the drvifion were inefle&ual, proixrgiied the pariia^ 
ment to the fifth of June. 

In the mean time, agents from each party re- 
paired to England and laid the a^ir before fas Ma* 
jefty, who, *m flagrant vioJation of the rights of the 
Eriffi parfiament, refefed the final determmation oi 
it to the EngEfh privy council. Their decificn wa«r, 
that fevera! of the returns were rHegal. With r^ 
fped to the complaints of the country party,, in re- 
lation to the other returns, and a varkty of griev- 
ances, James, with ftrong exprelfionfi of refentment 
for this oppofition given to his government, der 
dared them to be groundlefs^ Hie inftuence of his 
tyrannical proceedings was vifibteon the lAeetingof 
parHament, the proo^dings of which, were perfcdtly 

agreeable 
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agreeable to government. The King's title to the 
crown was recognized with an acknowlegement of 
thanks for the meafures he had adopted and the 
pains he had taken in the fettlemcnt of the kingr' 
dom. An aft of attainder was paiTed agaihft Ty- 
rone, Tirconnel and other principal chieftains con- 
cerned in the bte difturbances. The following afts 
were like wife palled. An aft of repeal, with re- 
fpeft to certain llatutes forbidding trade and an 
intcrcourfe with the natives in other particulars. . 
An aft declaring that all the people, indifcriminate- 
ly, * who fhould acknowlege allegiance to his Maje- 
fty, were to be entitled to the privileges of fubjefts. 
An aft of repeal of a ftatutc cnafted in the reign of 
Philip and Mary againfi bringing to Ireland, retaining 
or marrying with the Scots. An aft of oblivion and 
general indemnity and an aft of fubfidy ^mounting 
to fomewhat more than twenty thoufand pounds. 

That in granting this fuWidy, the commons were 
much more complaifant to his Majefty than faithful 
to the intereft of their conftituents, appears from the 
following extravagant afleffment which was neceflary 
to raife it. Every perfonal cftate, of the value of 
three pounds and upwards, was taxed two fhiUings 
and eight pence halfpenny in the pound ; aliens twice 
as much. Real eftates, of the value of twenty fhil- 
lings and more, were rated at four (hillings in the 
pound. Conf;dering the prefcnt impoveriftied Hate 
of the kingdom, the confequence of that relaxation 
of induftry, of that want of internal cultivation and 
ef foreign trade occafioned by the calamities of war, 
this was^a^ exorbitant tax. The parliament was pro- 
rogued until the twenty fourth of Oftober. 

AdieuJ 

LET- 
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LETTER XaV. 

BESIDES the Northern province, James was de- 
termined to eftablUh plantations in other parts 
of the kingdom. With this view, he appointed a 
commiflion of enquiry to examine and determine 
with refpe^ to the efchej^ted lands in Leinfter and 
the adjoining diftrr^s. Upon mquifition, they ad- 
judged that eighty two thoufand five hundred acres 
were fcu'feited betwixt the rivers of ArkloMr and l^ne 
and in Leitrim, Longford, Weftmeath and in the 
King*s and Queen's county, Thefe were apportioned 
to.Engliih fet tiers and to the natives, upon the fame 
principles and with the (ame regulations as thofe by 
vhicb he had fettled the colony in Ulftef » In exe- 
cuting thisfehemc, tittle regard was paid even to the 
plaineft di^ttes of equity. Old obfolete ckims were 
leceived even fo far baqk as to the reign of Henry 
the Second. The tin^s had been ftiH of confiifion, 
and, in a feries of years, innumrerable changes of 
property had taken place ; notwithftanding, if the 
title according to the precife fcnrms and the ftrifteft' 
letter of the law, was not made good, it was forfeitr 
ed. Perjury, fraud, the moft infamous a£ks of deceit 
were pradifed to benefit the rapacious favorite ad- 
venturer. Juries who had the honefty and the refo- 
lution to follow the diftates of their conlbience and 
would not find for the crown, were puni(hed in the 
itar chamber and other judicial courts. 

Sir Oliver Saint John now filled the place of depu-? 
ty, Chichefter having been called oyer to Eng- , 
land, where, as an additional reward of his '' 

fervioes, he was created baron of Bel&Il. This fubfti- 

tute 
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tute of majefty was neither diftingui(hed for temper 
or the principles of found policy. He put in force, 
with feverity, the penal ftatutes ; he ftridly enjoined 
the oath of fupremacy , a meafure, in a very particular 
naanner, offenfive to the recufants. The magiftrates 
of Waterford abfolutely refufed to qualify as the 
law required. In confequence of their refufal, the 
Deputy feizcd the liberties and revenues of the city. 
Complaints were made of him to the King, who re- 
moved him from the adminiftration and fubftituted 
Lord Falkland, in his place. 

ENcouRAGEDby this circumflance, the recufants 
became more confident, avowed, with lefs re- g 
ferve, their religious principles, and the deep 
fenfe with which they felt the hard(hips of their fitua- 
tion. The extortion of which the foldiers were guil- 
ty, in levying the impofitions of the crown, the exe- 
cution of martial law in time of peace, fevere exadli- 
ons of the clergy and rigour of the ecclefiaftical 
courts, the unconflitutional interference of the privy 
council and ftar chamber, in eaufes which fhould only 
be determined at common law, and particularly the 
invafion of their property, which the natives had 
fufFered in the feveral plantations lately eftabliflied 
in the kingdom, were grievances of which they 
loudly complained- 

Though no man had more conceit than James, 
his judgment was fuperficial, in particular he had 
no claim to political wifdom. At prefent, in a 
ftriking inftance, this was manifeft. A mod abfurd 
kind of folly had prompted him, for fome time paft, 
to prefs with eagernefs, the marriage of his fon 
Charles with the Infanta of Spain. To ingratiate 
himfelf with his Catholic Majefty, he permitted him 

to 
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to recruit his troops with levies ftom Ireland. For 
tWs piirpofe, a number of Irifli refugees were fcnt 
over from Spain, who were cordially received by 
their old friends, with whofe afliftance they foon 
raifed a large body of recruits. Inftead of being fent 
immediately away, from the want of tranfpc»:ts, they 
ftaid fome confiderable time in the country. As 
tlicy confifted of the lower clafs, were difafFefted in 
their principles, and, of courfe, very diforderly, go- 
vernment was ferioufly alarmed, from an apprehcn- 
fion of the confequence, more particularly, as the 
forces had been reduced to thirteen hundred foot 
and feven troops of horfe. At laft, tranfports ar- 
rived and they left the kingdom. Difcontents being 
very univerfal, had not government been confidera- 
bly ftrengthened by the number of Proteftants lately 
fettled in Ireland, and the minds of the natives 
fmartcd deeply under a f<^fe of their recent misfor- 
tunes, it is more than probable, that the favourable 
opportunity which offered would have been feizcd 
. and this country involved in new diftradions. 

It appears, that during the prefent reign^ the 
cuftoms had encreafed from fifty pounds annually to 
nine thoufand feven hundred, and that the revenue 
arifing from the court of wards, had rifen to ten 
thoufand. Notwithftanding, three years arrear were 
due to the army. The oeconomy of the times was 
wretched. Much of the public money was fquan- 
dered in ufelefs offices and penfions, the difgraceful 
wages of proftitution and the bane oi a free ftate. - 

Adieu* 
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